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S4VE STAR TREK

Saving STAR TREK should not have to be an annual project, but the sad
truth is that, as soon as fan mail to I'EC stops coming in, the Ivory Tower
types start getting nervous. Whenthat happens, the network either drops
tae show or reduces it to the “proven kiddie format of intelligence~
insulting scripts, A few farsighted people are fighting for mature science
fiction TV shows, but they need the aid of the fans; keeping up the quality
of TV viewing is your job, and a constant onel Let the networks know that
you enjoy a show; otherwise they will assume that the lieilson ratings are
corract,  The result will he thaet, thiough your lack of response, the really
good shows will fail, because spemsors end networks prefer to '"play it safe”
with formula TV shows thar to txry anyihiig different,

The second season has not been as successful as the first for STAR
TRiK, vhich is a natural state of the industry, since many concessions had
'o e made, Two factors could aid the show; GCene Roddenberry could be-
reouraged to return to his original job of writing and producing, instead
wi meing his creative talents on other committments, and loud protests
~hould be lodged against the Friday night time slot, Scheduling STAR
FREK for Friday night was grossly unfair, since the show is for young
people who are vital and energetic, and use Friday nights for dates,
canner out, and such, and doing everything else but watch Vi

Options are picked up around Jarmuary and February, so this is
not a job to put off until you “get around to it", The plain facts of
Hollywood are this; if a shov looks unsteady, people must necessarily
begin at once to look for other Jjobs, If the find Something else, they:;
riey take it, or risk being without, The result is, that the show might
w0se an actor ar a crewman (who doesn't really want to leave, he too,
must Yplay it safe'), Desides the difficulty or replacing a good man,
the loss hurts mnorale, :

It is too easy for fans te sit back and enjoy the old American
tradition of Letting the Other Guy do the work, and then complaining
about the way the job was fumbled, One more letter could be the decicing
wrmor: the difference between kesping STAR TR&K on IV or not, !le will
asl deserve the fate of ha ving nothing on IV but "situation comedies”,
Ly Gwewrough inaction, we let progress diel

If we have time to publish, we have time to write a few letters.

IJ: Dbe neat, write cleari;, and sign The letter, Reason: It does no
good to send an aror mous letter because such mail is seen only
by the person who operates the Letiter-opener and sorts the nmail,

I doubt if any of you would write a sloppy letter,

DOF!T: get smart, address a V,I,P, familiarly, use insulting language
or the telling of a network their business, Reason: You are
asking a favor, the privilige of seeing STAR IREK next season,
The wrong attiiude will nullify your letter,



[0: write "fan mail" to pecple on the show, but address it to the
Network and don't put the acters name on the outside ef the er.-.
velope, ieason: the network will open the mail first ard "t

pass it on to the person intended for, another subtle wa; o
letting the network know your enjoyment of the show, -

ONMET: write STAR TREK on the outside of the envelope, Heason: 'he
letters will be sent, unopened, directly to the show and noc
seen by N3C, to whom you are making your appeal,

20 be rincere, If you don't buy a sponsor‘s product, just scv
scmething nice about their sponsoring en intelligent rhow like
STAR TRZK. These psonls can zpot a Ypult con” as fact 2s jyou can,
If yoo de buy the prcduct thz, ba gors to sar g1 Ressum
Spousars sellon get enraaing vot songtuinue, and a gincare detver
of praise and thanks cau encourage thom to continue spoiscring
STAR TREX,

DOE!T: send lotig r‘i*“c""y *c S1T PTEK unless you want to cav
semethring Lo the people thore, Reeason: Letters sent o the
show crs nol scen by network officials; only letters adaraessed

an aours can be effective,

s

smoons when they will be effective; to show IFE. that
" wiritten to the sponsors, for instance, 3Ze zirs to
n2ed2 o letter directly to NBC, however, feason: This will
skl Laats you are going to all possible lengths tu save STAR

R A

ICI. sernd form letters of any kind; mimeographed or multiple carbons,
o~ ¢~ny the wording from somecne else's letter, Your lstters
niad not be long, but they must be in your owm words, Reas=on:
Suy+hing approaching a form Jetter is easily de‘ected; even

“he use of similar mrchng will give the impression that only

o Wny segment of fans are doing all the wriling, Youwr letoer

vpou’d be original in e;very aspsct,. ’

LD: ciealate petlt.l.ons among fellow workerb el esrmates, cburr-h
cvonps . ete, with the appeal to save STAR TRIY ¢nid “h«.f‘ﬂgb the
Priday night time slot, Also encovrare the ps-iticners to send
Indvidual letters, Reason: Signatursss v o pn.'?‘i’»‘.icm can imp~
vess NBC somewhat with an idea ¢f 12w mary eole, some of whom
will not write in otherwicse. racldly wetal. SUAY TRIK,.

DOWYl:  reperosant vouesels as a gEOLL U I veli rially uea‘'t, Reason:
Lot fare Teblery, netunr.r s satred to ferrat out spurious
chLziz.  akl Wisks wild noan "lv-'p ot ﬂ"l.n.!

LO: Use company letterheads or clib stationery whenever you can

legitinately do so, especially for a petition, Reason: Pro-
feszinagel r.ople and community groups can carry a lct of welght,
parciculariy when the letters are addressed to N5C or RCA, who
owns WBC, Networks add holding corporations are extremely sens-
itive to groups which could become "pressure groups" at some
ruture time, This includes educatore, student groups, pastors
and priests, and almost any clu»,




Dan Brannan ‘
Apt, 2 .
2324 Horth iiest Johnson S},
Portland, Oregon, 97210
(for a few weeks)

. o Py ’v // N e, Ty r':""«,
B ‘; ‘ %': .
/ ﬁ / Derek Nelson

18 Granard Blvd,
Scarborough
Ontario, Canada
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ION!T: mention any connaction with the studio, STAR TREK, or Gene Roddenberry,
~r anyone else on the show, Reason: ietworks have suspicious minds, and
aamtloning such a connection to NiZC will only nullify your let'er, because
they will immediately suspect that you have been talked inte writing them
iy the show, instead of this being a fan's accolade,

ADDRISSES
ke, Jrilen Goodman, President wr, Lort ijerneyr
Naticnal Broadcasting Co, ¥BC Television
30 Rockefeller Plaza 30 Rockefeller Plaza
Fow York, Hew York, 10026 lew York, icew York, 10026
H.G. Peters & Co,.
2421 East Jashington St, also write: your loecal TV station:
Indianapolis, Indiana - T,V Guide
(RCA's aAd Agency) LA newspaper T.,V, columnists

and, of course, and perhaps the most important, write to all the sponsors
thiat appear on the STAR TREK program in your area, Usually the address found
zn the product package will be sufficient to get to the right people.





