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No. 1

exeelsior
DIRECTORY

EXCELSIOR #1 Puplished February 9, 198% in Vancouver BC Canada.

Page Contentsa:.

1 Cover artwork by Patricia Post. You'll be seeing more aof her
excellesnt work on future covers-any artigt who can make me 100k
that gocd is more than O.K. in my book., I'1ll pass on all yaour
praises to Patricia, so that she won't have to lug her mail up-
stairs every dayl

2 Directory, welcome, thank you, and all that...

3 My Move Your Move-or, '‘Me Versus The world!lt

=5 OH NO! It's the QOfficial kxcelslor Houserules for Diplowacy!
7?-1U Conference Cgll 27V

11 AcKnowledgements

2 Leftover bits~-irom pages 11, & and 1l5.

13 Calling all musicians-and it's Quiz Time

1y Patterns l1¥I-s new PBM game based ¢n inductiole...

135 From The Podium-ic wbich editorial comments are made....

16 The Excelsior Knockout Zine Poll Tournament

The deadline for anything whatsoever related to Excelsigr (hereafter ab-
breviated, when neccesary to XL) #2 is March 7th 1985. Une day earlier
for anything phoned in,

dWelcome to a brand new zinel X, will be mailed %o you on the second
Monday of sach month except December, i1f you decide it's worth your
meney. Subs will be 3 issuesa/$2 in Canada, lu issues/y7 in the U.S.,
and cne Canadian deilar per lssue elsewhers. Thee prices are largely
based on postal rates (at present 48,53, and 99 cents respectively) and
copying prices. I hope (rut do not by any means expect) to pay for the
graphic materials, reducticns, and cover artwork from gamefees, which
are §3/zame except for overseas Diplomacy players, ror whom gamefeces are
nonaxistant,

vor those of you who have not been fortunate encugh to umeet me in
Person, or through a DipZine, or in a game, let me introduce myself.
Bruce McIntyre is a 22-year-old male WASP who has been part of The Hobby
since the summer of 1984. I1I've been publishing a zine called Sopference
Call for phone games in the area since last November to prepare me for
this project. C#+7 appears as a subzine in XL#1.

I want ¥I. to be a reader-participation zZine-but I don't want to
have to print (much less type) long letters. Certaianly theres wiil pe a
letters column here, but I want to keep it within reasonable bounds, ed-
iting where neccesary. Jhat I want to have my readers participate in is
games. My Move Your Mowve, rfatterns IT, and the Excelsior HKnockout Zine
Poll Tourney are three items to get you startea, and there are morc on
the back burner.

The features I've planned for six weeks awalit your roving evael I
heartily welcome you abcard-here, for your entertainment and snjoyment,

is Excelsior!?

Thanx to those wno suppied me with address lists ror thnis amassive under-—
taking: Steve Hutton, Dave Carter, Gary Coughlan, #od Jalker, Randalpn
Smyth (though he doesn't suspect a thing) and BRUX Linsey, with perinags
more L0 come as this is being typea.

Bruce Mcintyre, 6lyl Yinch St., Burnaby B8C, CANADA V5B 2Ly

Diplomacy n. l. segisterea trademark for a game of international in-
trigue invented by sllan B. Calhamer anua copyrightea vy avalon Hill.
2. The cne-word description of the game's winning sStratefyee..-
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excelsior
My Move/ Your Move

Here it is: the chance of a lifetime for readers of Excelsior to get all
kinds of revenga cn their editor, and win free issues to boot. Below
are my first moves in a contest oi Chess,Pente, Bachgammon, and Othello.
Before the deadline for next issue, your job is to send me your votes en
the best reader response, Stakes are the following: if I loase, all the
winners win 5 free lssues (except for Bachgammon, where the initial un-
doubled stake is 2 free issues)., By winner, I mean the player who nas
sant in a vote for the most moves that were actually performed. If there
iz a tie in the determinastion of the winmer, I'll pay all who tie but I
won't pay more than 20 free issues in any game s0 if 38 of you all send
in the same moves the prize won't be that great., If there is a tie for
best reader responsa, I'll discard late-arriving votes until the tie is
broken, ©Oh, if I wia, the person who sends in the wost moves that are
performed in leading to your loss has a choice: renew nis sub, or face
bumiiiation in this column from a gloating editor. So it's all of you
against moi-good luck, you'll need itlll

By the way, in Bachgammon I roll all the dice-you'll have to trust
me., IL1'1l give you the roll, you either send in a move or say 'double',
in which case I will i(hrow agaipn,. provided I accept, of course, {This
¢ould be the larzest Chouette game aver playedl)} Anyone who doesn't
know the rules of Pente, Chess, or Othelle, just ask-~ Ifll send fem a-
long with your next iseue, provided you sub., You may vote as many times
aa you want, provided each vote ia with separate postage.

MY MOVE:
Chegg: I open P-Ki4, with the comment that if you prefer e4 as the not-
aticon for that wove, tough: I don't.
: The first move is always the same: O. Yes, we are using the
Tournament rula.
h : Here again the {first move is irrelevant- f4. 1I'm Biack.

: I use Kansil ncotation, in which the points from your ocne-
point around to my one-point are designated by the letters B to Y. Any
man sent to the har is entered from sither A or Z depending upon whetnsr
its cne of mine (A) or Fours {(2). Similarly, men zre baorne off to A or
Z as wall. P&2 would mean T moved two men from P to 8; a ' means a blot
wag hit. Got it? O0.K. I rollecess & 6-3, I move the follwing:MP M3. I
now roll £or yoUe.... a 3-2. 1f you decide to double you will get a new
throw, otherwlse you gotta take the 3-2.

And here are the resulting positions:

CHESE yeu've rolled 3;2
LR[N[B K BTRIR T _J?tht. e A
PPIP Pmmf*rf I i i

PR e

| ! 3 ' | ; ;

1p{_‘pppj ) i!i.{l

alxibin ciialy

ke, Lo. T

NOTE: In PENTE, for this move, all symmetrically equal moves
wili be Jjuxtaposed to the right-hand side, and the bottom half,
in that order. I'd appreciate it if you'd comply.

Page 3
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excelsior No. 1

Excelsior’s houserules for Diplomacy

1.0C HOW POSTAL DIPLOMACY GAMES SHQULD BE PLAYED...

1.10 Gamestarts
1.11 Preference Ligtyg will be accepted, and congulted for country

assignments for each gamestart, though no guarantees are given., A prof-
erence list ia seven letters. Each of the seven must be one of the fol-
lowing: AEFGIRT, indicating that you'd rather play that country than any
to the right; or X, indicating no preference; or 2, indicating that you
will only play if you can play a country desighated to the left of the
first Z. A4ll preference lists will be printed.

1.12 Player inforpation pguuired is on the XL Gamestart Appllcation
Form, and includes name, nickname{if any-no aliases), addre¢ss, preferencs
list, season combination preference, and personal introduction. Other
information is opticnal and will not play a part in deciding whether or
not you get into a gZame.

1.13 Excelsi 3 t tion : on insert,

1.14 Priority for determipipg players will be: the UM's judgement,
based mostly upon speed of apiication and compatikility of preference
lists.

1.20 Game aschedules
i.21 §§a%g§§;1n_ﬁ_ggm§_xgﬁf are: Spring (Sp) moves, Summer {5m} re-
treats, Fall (F) moves, Autumn (4) retreats, and Winter (W) adjustments,
" l.22 [ B ong: t - Q tem: Under this sys-
tem, which will be used if the application vota is tied or in favour, re-
treats are made conditional on the reaults of moves, thus A Mun H (r Ber,
Kie,51i1,Tyr,0TB). Winter adjustments may bve made c¢onditional on both
Fall moves and Autumh retreata.

1.23 ombination of segaongiNorth Amer svgtgm: Under this sys-=
tem, which is contrary to. -the Rulebook in that it allows negotiation
time before retreata and adjustments, moves are made conditional on the
results of the latest .round of retreats, and-or adjustments, thus: if
A Par r Bur, A Kie S A Mun-Ber, else A Mun H,

1.24 Separation of geasong will sometimesa be neccessary, and the GM
will separate the seasons if it is judged convenient to do so. #dinter
1901 will always be a separate &eason,

1.25 Delays that are uncontrollahle such a& a postal strike, may
cause a game to he poatponsd until the termination of the problem.

1.30 COrders
1.21 Abbreviations for provinces on the Diplomacy board are, for the

most part, the [iret three letters of the province oame. There are how-
ever certain exceptions that should be noted:

EMe Eastern Med, Lpl Livarpoaol Nth HNorth Sea

3B Qulf of Bothnoia MAO Mid-Atlantic Nwy KNorway

ol Gulf of Lyons NAf HNorth Africa StP 5t. Petersburg
IrS Irish Sea NAQ HNorth-aAtlantic Tya ‘Tyrolia

Lva Livonia Brg Horwegian Sea Ty5 Tyrrhenian Sea

1.32 Ordering unitg upnambiguously is a very simple process, and
there 15 no reason that any ambiguity should reasult if you follow Lthese
guidelines:

a) Nrite A for army or F for fleet A
h) Write the province it rests in's name A 851l
¢) Nrite S, C, -, or H, for supportsa, con- op B Sil-
voys, moves to, or holda respectively. A 5ii S
d) If it's a move,write the destination A Sili-Gal
e) If it's a support or convoy, write the 4 Sil S F Bal-Pru

entire order that it applies to. If it is an-
other powers unit, write the first letter of that . -
power in brackets, followed Ly ithe order. A 511 S5 (A) A Gal-Boh
f) Make cartain you have written the coast if neccessary, and do not
stray froum these abbreviations. You do so at your own risal
1.53% Conditional orders, in which a condition is specified Gbefore a
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excelgsior No. 1

certain set of orders are executed, will be accepted provided that the
condi tions refer only to moves, retreats, and or adjustments in that gams
and are for a season that will be played in one of the next two issues of
X.. If your conditicons do not include either a 'all other cases' or a
case describing what actually happened, you will be NMRed.

l.34 Q t o g& will be as follows: the
latest dated set, or (if tied,undated, or ambigucusly dated) the set the
GM reads Jlggt. See alsc rule 4,31)

1l.40 Adjudications

l.4) i t « The game report will consist of a
map (FLEETS armies) with the names of the players, and their addresses
alongaide. Underneath this will appear the orders. All interpreted or-
ders will be translated to X[ Standard; ambiguous crders will remain for
all to see. Which moves succeed and which fail shall be discovered in
the way the GM tampers with the raw corders:

underline—~ failed movse or hold ungeracorag=iilegal: no effect on
ol - dislodged unit destination &space
(BOOMILl) -~ annihilated unit § - support cut 0Fiﬂrnﬁhk
NSC or NSU~ no such order-unit ¢ - convoy disrupte
5 - unit stande unorderad r - retreats to
H - unit ordered to hold OTB~ Off the becard (disbands)

l.42 Upofficial varts of adjudication. Resulta as shown on the ac-
companing maps and supply centre charts are unofficial-mistakes in the
adjudicaticn of the printed orders are genuine GM errorsg.

1.43 Availability of vesultg. Results are not available until three
days after x%‘is mailead, which will normally be three days after the
deadlines. If the poatal service brings your XL to you in less than
three days, You may looKe...)

L.50 Press

1.51 Datelines allowgd for press in XL games are anything except
the following: M, Maestro, any other players name, the name of any
supply centre any other player controleé gfter the adjudication, cor the
name of any province in which any other player has a unit in after the
adjudicaticn. Note after the adjudication-meaning, for example, that
dermany could order F Den-3we, with the press item Swe: Told yYa 1'c make
it} The item would bhe printed if Germany made it toc Sweden.

1.52 Content regulations. Press in XL will not be printed if uno-
necessgsarily obscene or ludicrously lengthy. Or both.
1.53 Prese printing priority, since space may often be limited, will

he the following: shortest items first, longer items last. There will
be an average of one page of press maximum with each game, unless your
GM suddenly gets rich... -

1.60 Qamestops

1.61 Proposalg for a game end may be made by any player: the GM will
print the proposal with a ¥ or N, indicating bhow you will have voted
shauld you not send in a vote.

1.62 Vgting on Proposalg. All players excluding stand-hys playing
their first season will vote Yes or No to a proposal. 4 proposal passes
if all votea are Yes votes.

1.63 Priority Yoting. In the event that two or more proposals are
made,each player may iist his Yes votes by priority. 1If more than one
propasal passes, the GM will decide which proposal was more popular. If
two or more draws have egual popularity, all the powers in any of tne
proposals will share in the dznaw.

1.64 Credit for wins—-drawg shall be given to the last player who
submitted legal orders for that power.

1.65 Endgame statements will be printed in X, following the conclu-
sicn of each game, sSpace permitting.

2.00 BUT BRUCE, AHAT IF,«..-.
2.10 Player Apathy
2.l1 Missing mgves will result in all youpr units standing.
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execelsior — No. 1

2.12 Missing retreats wiil result in as OB retreat.

2.13 Missing builds will result ia the builds being forfeited.
2.14 Missing removals. The 'farthest-from-home’™ rule {(XIV.4) will

be uased.

Z.15 Missin e8 wibl result in your vote heing predecided {(see
rule 1,61) .
2.16 nalt ig deadli is that you must buy asvery other

player atill alive in your game one copy of X[I! Alsoc, if you miss two
consegutive deadlines (not two consecutive seasons), or have at any time
after Winter 1901 a response rate of leas than 50%, you will be impeached
by a stand-by, and will lose any NMR deposit you had, and if I don't
hear from you, the balance of your sub to XL as well.

2.20 Replacement Players

2.21 Stand-bys, Ahy time a piayer is in a situation where he could
HMR out if he were to misas the next deadline, a stand-by shall be catled
from a list maintained hy the GM. The stand-oys' orders will be used 1f
the original player misses that next deadline., Standbys must abide by
all rules except for rule 3.11., No piayer shall standby for two powera
at differeat times in the same game, though a standby may aake a re-ap-
pearance as the same power he once contrclled. Standbys may not vote on
or submit proposals with their first set atf orgers.

2.22 Substituieg. A player may designate a temporary substitute,
provided the subatitute complies with rule 3.12 and is acceptable to the
GM., The original player may re-enter at any time, though either change
requires a notice period of one deadline.

2.533 Non-standard orders

2+31 Ungmbjguous and interpretable orders, though not in standard
form (see rule 1.32) will,if legjble, be translated to atandard form and
reluctantly accepted (exception, see rle 2.34).

2.32 s of w w fajl are implied orders (A Con S A
fum-Bul is not an order for the A Rum), ambiguous orders, unspecified or
wrongly epecified unit orders, parenthesized orders, unspecifisd or wrong
1y specified multinational orders, 'codeword' orders, general orders
(like 'Attack Italy'), and double orders. XL doea not subscribe to this
illogical belief that a unit ordered to move can be supported in place in

gome circumstances,
233 [o] BRU bu RE In » Any order labeled 'Winter!?

will be assumed to be a retreat if two provinces are mentioned, and an
adjustment if one province is mentioned.

2a.34 Humourous orders will be printed if it is clear what the unit
is ordered to do. LI, encourages you to lighten up the game with these
subtleties from time to time, but please make it ¢lear to the GM what the

intended order is.

3.00 BALANCING THE BUDGET . s: ua
3,10 Money required to play in a game in X,
3.11 gGamefee. §3 Canadian in Canada, #3 U5 south of the border. ALl
overseas players free.

3.1l2 Subscription to ¥l,. Failure to maintain this will cause an HNbMd,
3.13 N 5] to gbi [+ 1 . If you do not
wisn to abide by rule 2,1k, the GM will redquire an HMR deposit of as>. fou
witl have to pay it agaln each time you NMR, or you wiil be replaced. If
you do not send an NMR deposit it will be assumed you will abide by rule

2.16. All deposits will be returned if you avoid NMRing out.

3.14 Price changes. All fees are subject to change, but only the
cost of your sub can be changed ance paid.

3.1% Money deadline is Fall 190l1. If you do wnot send in money by
this time you will he replaced.

4.00 DECREES FROM THE TOP BRASS.....

H4.10 Dipiomatic Methods
holl ceptign of GM prohibited. Any attempt to deceive the GM, by

lmpersonation of another player, factuai ceception, abuse, or mail-tamp-
ering will result 1n the culprit being ejectéd. from XL (cont. on p 12)

AGE
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400 new wives for Czar

Fuhrer shoots self in Ruhr bunker

_bost Fall 1903
[

AREACODE the new lineup

ENGLAND Simon Matthews
GERMANY Charles Backer
RUSSIA Denis LaBerge
TURKEY Bruce Jaddell
AUSTRIA Gray McMuliin
ITALY Marlkk Woloshen 4 5Q=-53732
FRARCE Mitchell wageler 374~ 3005

DEADLINES : Autumpn retreaks due L1FH
Tuesday February 12, but may be changed
if it takes thai long to get this to
¥You.

GERMANY: A Mun- {Ber, Boh, 8il, QTE)
TURKEY: Retreat then remove-b'bye...
AUSTEIA: F Gre- (Aeg, OTB)

Winter builds due 24 hours after the
demadline for retreats, And letts all
welcome our vast world-wide audience
to nf c d!

229-3708
684-~-0534
E69-U9 74
Lih~b323
25660444

AREACODE FALL 1903% ORDERS

ENGLAND F Hoel-Kie,

GERMANY en-Sk

RUSSIA A Fin-HNwy,
Apk, F Bul H,

F Nth-Hol, F Ska
F Hel-Nth, & Kie- .

=3

A Bur S (I) A Tyr-Mun

PRESS:

GHM: Orders for Germany this time were
made by 4drant Fraser. If tha switch

i5 a hoax, it does constitute deception

of the GM, Grant, so B'BYE.,.
Cperatop: Grant has given me a press re-

lease which I fear is toolomg to print
here what with SC chart and all. I'll
get 1t copied pnd send it to everyohe

in AREACODE. From what 1 read, and have
discussed, Grant prefers @Ming to play-
ing, and i5 not angry with anyone (in-
cluding, he Bays, good ovld Operatorpti)I
thanik him [or hie participation, and I'm
sure we all wish him well.

Fergtor again: As this is bkeing typed,
I'M MAD: Loock at what I've f***igg well
gone and donel! A1l right AREACODErs, the

S3C chart for your game is on page 3—1
meal page F.. .

3M: Bruce McIntyre
LR R L X RS2SRSS FEFSS SIS EYEFES LR RS R R RS YRR A NS S TR R LR RN RN E R FINYE LAY YT ELE L R
A Nwy-5Swe,
A Mun+
a StP S A Fin-Nwy, F Swe & A Fin-Hwy, A Smy-iAnk,

FRANCE A Wal-Lpl, F NAO-Nrg, F Eng S A Bel, A Bel 3 (E) F Nth-Hol,

Zine: Conference Call

A Nwy-Swe, F Bar-GtP
2 A Kie-Ruh

F Con 5 A Soy-—

TURKEY F Ion 5 {I) F Alb—Gra *_Con
AUSTRIA A Tri H, A Sar 3 ATri, A Bud 5 A Tri, A Vie S A Tri, F Gre*H
ITALY A Tyr-Mun, F Alb=Gre, &4 Ven H, F Adr H

A Mar-Gas,

HARAREE BB RARAR AT AR E SR RNR AR RFARARAR SRS SRR R UIRARRARHARARBNAR LS EESRR U R TN EEE RN

OWNERSHIP OF CENTRES

Supplies
GAME : COROLESS (see p Q)
post-FALL 1941
ENGLAND* @) TURKEY+ E)NEUTRALS 2
“Edi ¢ RrREY ® Bl BN

e SR B
n
GERMANYS &) AUSTRIA 5 PoST 13
ERMANYS@ AUSTRIAS @D Gre & Win odes
Kle & TIri A Nwyt p. g-|
Vie Por N ' & 5
HUSSIA ¢« €D {TALY £} ® BRumg f' ]
] B -
S R Hom Spfa F T -3
gev 1 Ven I wePR £ (-1
War R FEANCFE 1@ Tun T g. -t
Mar F T -2
Par F

raann
————

|




/conference call no. 7 —
Peaceful war,no retreats

BOOTH GM: Grant Fraser 291-8149
ATTSTRIA Mitchell Wageler B7T4-3605
ENGLAND Tor Abrahamsen BT2-37T7
FRANCE Steve Shamash 694-57 86
GERMANY  Bruce Waddell 434-6523
ITALYT Denis lLaberge 669-0974
FISSTA BFruca McIntyre 299-2382
TURKEY Gray McMallin 266-0444
DEADLINES

Hetreats ,adjustments - npons
Movea - Thmrseday,February 21
1:30 A M,

GAME NOTES

Tpcoming deadlinea on March 6 and 15
may be put ahead slightly aa I'1l be
working thoae nighta. You've got
plenty of warning and 1t'1l1l be in
Conference Call again {which of
course you're all reading) soc I'm
not going to worry if orders aren't in by the right Lime. Alag T would appreciate an effort
by evaryone to separate theircconvoys and supported attacks into more than one order, I have
allowed thesa oversights so far ap this is just a friendly game but that doesn’t mean I will
keep it that way. Does anyone wish me %o change my mind?

WINTER 1%01 AUSTRIA FHNGLAND GERMANY ITALY RUSSIA TUREEY
ADJUST™MENTS + A Pud + F Bdl + F Kis + F Hap + A Sevw + F Smy
+ A Vie + A Mun + F Row + P 3tP(ne)
SPRING 1902 CONVOYS MOVES MOVES SOFPPORTS SUPPORTS OTHER
ACSTRIA A PudH A YVie=Gal F Gre S F Nap-Ion A Ser 5 F Gre SP1
A Tri-Vie
EHNGLAND F Eng C A Wal-Bel A Wal-Bel F Edi-Nth
F Rwy-5Swe
FRANCE A Bml-Bur F Pic-EBre
A Spa-Por
TURKEY F Smy-EMs A Bul S F Cre F Aeg S A Bul
A Con S5 A Bual
MOVES MOVES MOVES MOVEE HBOVES SUFPORTS
GERMANY A Pur-Pax A Den H F Hol=BHal F Kie-Bal A Mon-5il

ITALY A Mar-Gan P Kap-Ion A Ple—Mar F Rom-Tyr F Tun=WMe
AUSSIA F Rum-Bla A Sev=Arm F StP=lWwy F Swe-Ska A Tkr-Rums A Pin 5 F Nwy-Swe

SP1 A Bungary S A UeroHom?

Gk, by the way,Russia did send in a few other builds. It would take pomewhat more space than
I've got to explain why none are valid sc I'll marely list them and let you try to sort
throuwgh it. Attempted tuilde are Air Force Mopescow,Garriscn Warsaw,French Fleet Dargundy,
Albanjian Flest Switzerland,American Army Iceland, and Dalek Prusasia,

PRESS

Buasia-Turkey: So 1 lied. Sue de.
parlin-Parist I told youn I was going to Burgundy.

Hoggle appears to be a poaltive idea. Although 1t sounds a little silly at Tirmt, it
hasn't received a negative vote yet. (Okay,T've only talked to two people about it} but two
for two i® 3 goocd start. Perhaps a brief explanation is in order, Aaggle requires several
people to make 1t a good game. Everybody starts with 10 index carde of varying colera. Theee
cards are worth an acblirary number of points. Some will have a fixed value {maybe)} and some
will be dependent on the compoaitien of your hand {maybe). The problem ls you don't know at
the start what each card 18 worth. There are a rmumber cof scoring rules which determines this
and there are as many acoring rules as players in the game btut at the start everyone only
khows two of them, Your first step in the game may be to trade 3 red cards for 2 blue cards
and scoring rule #} which states "Red cards are worth 10 times the ralue of hlue carda."™ How

_-.M’lt'el‘eB teg? a




CORDLESS!

ivil Disorder in Turkey
Is NOBODY interested in Belgium?
c_o_{e_i___nm. 5 _mag pogt FaiISOl__ cORDLESS players

ENGLAND George Moen L 30=5373
GERMANY Tor Abrahamsen B72=3777
RUSSIA Simon Matthews G29-3708

/c onference call n0.7
C

TURKEY Steve Shamash e84-5788
AUSTRIA Arthur Jenkins 299=-8105
ITALY Don Clancy 8766200
FRANCE Charies Racker GRL-0534
GM: Bruce MclIntyre 299-23%82
(Yes ,ARKACODE too..) 253-6348

Deadlines for both AREACCDE and CORD
LES3S"'" next round of moves 1s 11 PM on
Thureday 21 February.

In this non-alccholic silly state I'm
4 im, I don't see any retreats, but if !
I've missed any they'ra due oo Tueday
night at 11PM., OK?

Bullds due Wednesday 13 Feb at L1PM

ENGLAHD A Yor-Lon, F Nrg-Hwy, F ch 5 (@) F Hol-Bel
GERMANY F Hol-Bel, A Kie-Den, A_P!__%.:un—

ROSSIA A Mos-Sev, A Ukr-Rum, F Sev-RBla, F GoaB~-Swe
TURKEY NMR!! A Bud S, A Arm S, F Ank 3

AUSTRIA A Vie-Tri, A Ser 3 ¥ Alb-Gre, F Alb={re
ITALY F Ion-Tun, A Ven-Tyr, & Apu-Ven

FRANCE [P Eng-Pic, 4 Pi¢-Bup, A Mar-3pa

PRESS:

Operator: Steve Shamash apparently has had a busy time of it the last little
while., I prohshly know as much as any of you how hard it is to reach him, as I
myself was trying to reach him Wednesday nite about BOOTH and Thursday nite to
aveliqd this NMR., He reached me at about 1):20FM, and there was nothing I could
do but teil him sorry, Steve... He does intend to continue, though, Ang if I
amh authorized to do¢ a0 by Steve, 1'11l give out hia nimber at Woodwards so he'll
be more reachatle. However, plesase remember that when you phone someone at wodo,
¥ou may very weall be irritating their customers or boss. That goes for me L0O...

The Tyrolian Pegples Army: wishes to announce that the great struggle 15 upon us.
Come with ue, friende, brothers, comrades, bring your shot and sword. These
villians that never bother with mouthwash or deodorant (dogsl) have the mighty
goliath of absolutiam with them ahd we have the tiny goliath of emancipaticn with
ud. Fresh troops from Italy will be on the way. (August & 1901)

Opergtor: Sorry, TPA-thought I bad less space than I did. I guess I owe ya onhe.
OWNERSHIP OF CENTRES
Supplies

GAME: ARCACOIE (see p.7)
post-FALL 1903
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/-c onierence call NO. 7~

WOTS LEFT

Here we are, 67 minutes before the prearranged trip to the priaters, and CC is
not gquite finished yet. S50 here we go with some announcements:

Dave Carter, publisher of Sleepless Knights, wrote me a very yuick letter
Saying he'd like to play Rail Baron in §C. Since this seems to be drawing no
interest from most of you Vancouver guys, I'm extending the invitaticn Lo the
400 people this is goihg out to. Remember, CC runs on two-week deadlines, so
be sure you can nandle it before you say fYes.

FPete Gaughan is publishing a zine called Ecotopia, which I'm subscricing
to for the information om DipCon '85, to be held from August 23 to 25 in near-
by Seattle. ALL, CONFERENCE Call, SUBBERS ARE HEREBY NARNED: BRE THERE 0F BE
SqUARE=OR] WORSE YET,BE STABBEDII['! Petets address is 3121 E. Park Row #1714
darlington TX U3SA 76C10. In upcoming issues of B8, I'd like to do my best to see
te it that we organize a mass invasion on the con, but for mow I'd like your
cpinicons on how a tournament should be run, Looks as though the major bones
of contention are the following: Shouwld the scoring system used to score the
tourcament be kept secret? Or should everybody know- what they should be look-
ing for. This, of course, is simply an offshcot of a greater problem in tour-
nament scoring; how do you rate the possible cutcomes of a game? Is:A two way
draw better tan second place? Probably., But is a seven way draw better than
second place? Think about that. The blggest by far point is that it all sounds
tike a helluva lot of fun in Segattle , 50 don't mias Li, beczuse itTll be a long
time before it's back this near to us again in all probability.

Uh yee, we have a game startlOr at least an cpening,
DIALTONE. GM: Bruce Mclntyre. Randy Davis, Bruce Waddell, 5 needed.

Two interesting ideas about-I heard them being passed around, and since
both involve harassment of the M, which makes for uncomfortable delays, I I
thought I should tell y'all what I would do in such a situation. The first com-
cerns somebody publishing a fake issue of @, and delivering it to somebody to
malie them beleive...well,yom gei the picture, I'd be very entertalned by such
an oceurance, bat SERIOUSLY doubt that it would fool anycne. But if it did, I'd
have to delay the game., The culprit would pe ldentified, and I bet he'd he at-
tacked. I should mention that if-a player inG¢ gives me an order to a unit that
does not exist by telephone, I tell him that's illegal. Sc good luck trying to
fool anyone...

The second ploy is more intellilgent, but rather irritating. Player X .'-
phones up with I minutes left before the deadline. Changes his orders, than
does not hang up, making it impossible for anyone to phone in, right? Arong,
in momt cases. The pkone at the station has fwg lines: if you tie up the first,
I'1ll know gbout it when somebody else phones in and I get it on the second line.
If it should come tc pass that two players coonspire to tie up both lines, the
game will be delayed, and, as before, the culprits identified. I laughed when
I heard these schemes, but I wouldn*t be laughing toco hard if one actually tock
place.s ...

Last week in Vancouver, we had a bye—-election to slect the final member of
City Council, after gquestions were raised about voting procsdures. The big
fight was won by the ultra left wing fommitee Of Progressive Flectors candidate.
Then I got this note from Ron the ropgmmate:
Hey, George Definition-did you know that CCPE is actually skort for the
verh 'to copulate'?
Sure,.,.. What about-It was ome of those pericds whem she couldn't cope.
Or.... The Dutch boy used his finger to cope wiith the dyke.

This was followed up by thepe classics the fpliowing odight:

Man: My girlfriend treats me Like every other pebble on the beach.
Psychiatrist: You'll just have to be a 1little boulder.

and. ..

Pasychiatrist te Hangarco: Tell me what the trouble is. .
Kangaroo: I duanno Doc, but lately, nothing I do seems to make me feel- jumpy..

Bacsement siite raelations are getting quite interesting-a few days ago, Ron left
a note asking me to cope with the garoage......

TrE T tview Melnr
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AcknowledGgemMenTs

¥ith this article, I'd like to acknowledge ana thank the various noboy
members who encouraged, supported, and/for advised me in ay aecision to
produce Exgelgior. I'd vouch for any of the publications listed here,
and would certainly reccommedd them to newcomers.

RICHARD SEARP (27 Elm GClose, Amersham Buckes, UK HP& 5DD) was my scecond
hobhy contact. The first was Randolph Smyth, but that came when 1 was
uncertain about whether or not I really wanted to participate, funded
only by a teenagerh allowance, By the time I wanted fo give it a ser-:
ious txy, the addresses 1 had obtained from Randolph were outdated, &0
I used the addressa given 1ln Rlchard's excellent booxk The Gamg Of Diplo-—
macy. Luckily, Richard had not moved since the bookw publication, and
with threse Canadian addresses in my possession along with a subscrip-

tion to Dolchstogg, 1 was offl

DAVE CARTER {1183 Horsham Ave., Willowdale ON, M2N 1Z9) Dave was the
first to reply to my Lhree letters asking [or ssmples. Slee S5
Knightg was the first zine I saw (Dglchctosg was the second). Soon I
wag playing in two games, one in SK, offering to guest-GM a game, and
asking for advice about publishing. Under the threat of more lengthy
Jokes, Dave agresd to let me GM a game in his zine, and gave me some
£0ad advice.

RON BROWN (70F Cheaterton Drive, Nepsan ON, K2E 559) I was a bit dis-
sapointed to find out about the fold of Ron Brown's zine Spaful, as I
was really gquite impreased with the sample that Ron sent with a cover~
ing note, I'm sure those of you who subscribed to Spaful can see the
affect it has bad om the design of Excelsior. But I deny that the sole
reason for Excelsiory existance is the fold of Snaful This phrass "I
only did it 'cause of Spaful! " hag been circulating the Canadian hobby
lately, and I think it puts a healluva Jot of pressaure on Ron for no
good reason, The lasti thing a folding zZine needs ia complaints about
ite non-existence. Ron's too nice a guy to be treated like thnat.

STEVE HUTTOM (27 Columbla Sk . W., Waterloco OM, N2L 3Ki) Apparently I
¢aught Steve in the middle of yet another move, hecause he took thae
longest of the three to reply. But No Fixed Address was well worth the
wait. I've no idea at all why Steve chose me for the CDO replacement
to AlphaLowe, but he made me an offer ("there are no actual dutiea") I
couldn't refuse. Steve and Brux Linsey gave me as much encouragement
for this project as they could find time for, keeping me going at a
rough time in my game in SK which might otherwise have caused me to
lose interest in the bhobby at that time.

BRUX LINSEY (73 Ashuelot St, Apt.3, Dalton MA, USA 0x226) Brux sent
me the final issue of Voice of Doom as a sample! (The maiiman started
to give me dirty looks about that time,) 1'd also received Supernpys
from Brux, through the courtesy of Ron Brown. 1 sent Brux the first
issue of Conferenge Call,  along with a letter of thanks for the
sampla. Then I received a cheque for a subscription to CC, and, that
very night, a call rfrom Brux Himself! 50 I don't care what some aof
you think of Brux; I know he's a decsnt sort. S0 there.

REMDOLPH SMYTH (212 Aberdeen S5t.3E, Medicine Hat 4B, T1lA ORL} As soon
as I found out that Randolph waa 8till a hobhby member, I seat aim a
letter and a request for a sample. Soon 1 wazs a subber to the oldest
Canadian zine, gl S5i Fig. Highly recommended: Randolph is the best
writer on the negotiational aspects of the game, and there is present-
ly a great press war gZoing on in 84Ad.

ROD WALKER (1273 Crest Dr.,Encinitas CA,USA 92024) After an excruciat-
ingly siow start, Rod and 1 are now traging our zines; [ assume it'll
now he EBrewhon for Excelsior now tnat IYve gone postal. Diplomacy
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dorld, which Rod publishes as well, is a must for any oewcomer to the
pastal game. And apyone who does as much typing as Rod does geserves a

plug or twoll

CONFERENCE CaALl. SUBBERS {(EBruce Waddell, Mitch Wageler, Simon Matthews,
Mark Woloshen, Denis LaBerge, Grant Fraser, Gray McMullin, Joan Reay,
Steve Shamash, Tor Abrabamsen, even BRUX!) T was really surprised at
the snowhballing effect of CC'& popularity. Right now I'm having trou-
ble hoiding CC to 4 pages, as the number of games grows, aa well aa the
circulation, My original purpose in starting QG was to familiarize ay-
self with printshops, deadlines, and GMing, but I think that publishers
should sericuely think about starting a phonezine for players in their
metropolitan areas. The benefits to the postal hobby are obvious: I'a
always being asked questions about the hobby by my subbers, and being
ag I am im a position to show them samples, tell them who to wrike to
for game openlngs, anoa answer any questions they have acout the hobby,
I'm confident you publishers will be hearing from them &oon. If every
big city had something like thiBe....

I do hope 1've not missed anybody—if s0, I'm certainly not trying Lo
vent any sort of frustrations. So far, I've made cnly friends in this
Lobby, this aspect being for me the hobbys best atiraction. A4 amajor
part of my deciaion to produce Excelsior was a fesling that I owed all
these good people something in return.

HOUSERULES Continued from page 6..-
losing all subscription,game and NMR fees and deposits.

Le.1l2 Deogption of any gther typg encouraged! You'll get no explic-
it help from the GM, but you c¢an do what you like to players, spectato
ors, traitors, POWs, virgins, puppets, slaves, and young children...

H4e20 Infallibility of GM disproven

4.21 GM errors pointed out by a player before the next deadline
‘'will be corrected, and if the error is sufficient, the deadline will
be extended. ’

L4e 20 Phoned-in orders .

s 31 recedenc f pho oprd requi « If you do not advise
the GM otherwlise, any mailed orders received after a ¢all but before a
deadlinone will outrank the phoned arders.

4.32 PFhone numbers and bours=all in Pacific Standard Time {(with,
if applicable,Daylight Savings Time)

Yeekends 10-midnite and weekdays 10-3 (604) 299=-2382 (home)
¥eekdays 7 pm ta 1 am {(do NOT phune hefore 7} 253-6388 (work)
My rcommate will NEVER take any orders, no matter how uncomplicated.
Collect calls will not be accepted.

4.33 aAvoidance of WMRg. Players may attempt to avoid NMRlag by
asking the GM to phone them 1f orders bhave not arrived {wo days before
the deadline. The call will be charged to the player, and will be made
within 48 hours of the deadline,

L. 4O Deification of the GM -

4.43 Authority to rule on upforseen circugpstances. If it comes
to pass that a situation ariseth for which His houserules do pot ap-
ply, the GM shalt =make a RHuling, and, having made His decision, He
shalt close the matter thersof. Amen.

{Cont. fpom page 15) ing a superlative joo on the promotion, tabulatiah
and pkblication of the poll.

3} Effort: It's clear that Bruce has made numerous attempts to get
along with his worst enemies on this issue, both by way of long-distance
calls, &and the appointment of Pat Conlon as his '‘overseer.’

It is hard to imagine wnat can go wrong with tne RHunestone poll
with Bruce running it. I suspect that his enemies are rather more 4or-
ried that pothing wilil go wrong. Even so, I'm sure that they'll make
something out of nothing. They do seem to be g00d at that.es.ss
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Search for The PDP / Quiz Time

Mumic is the theme of Lgxcgelsior. That*s fine, and it should by now ce
obvioua. Composers already bhave their sbhare 0of the glory here, in the
names I'm giving to games. But what about actuaily playing the music?
dell, that's where you come in! XL is sesarching for the Postai: Diplo-
macy Plavyers. To be accepted into the PPP you must have some musical
experience, be willing to play or sing at cons, and you must write a
report on thne experiences of the PDP chapter in your area. 1 am aespec-—
ially looking for people to help entertain (or distract, as the case
may be} at DipCon 'A5, which happens tc be situated at about the only
spot where I could reasonably hope to attend-a few hours scuth in Seat-
tle, W¥ashington.

If you feel you should be included into the prestigious ranks of
the PDP, please send me a filled-out copy of this 'auditioni®

Name Instrument{s)
Years plyed (each) Do you read music? Yes Ho
How well do you sight read or sight sing?
Like a: Symphony Conductor Fading Superstar
Studio Musician Foghorn

Rising Supergtar Randcam Numbers Table
#hat ensembles have you played in beafore?

what cons do you plan to attend in the near future?

Are you willing to make a total idiot of yourself at these cons for the
PDP7? Yes No I don't see how I can avoid it.
If s0, why???

THANK YOQU. WE'LL BE IN TOUCH..«s»

jop! i ujz #F1
Each gquestion in this quiz is worth its number in the scoring-the winner
gats five free issuea to XL. Good luck, as this is realitrivia....
l, What is the very last thing you hear at the end of the song Asylum,
on Supertramp's Crime Of The Century album?
2. In Beethoven's five-movement sixth symphony (Pastoral}, how many
times does the orchestra break between movements?

3, Chuck Mangicone's biggesat hit is, quite obviously, Fgels So Good. It's
not generally known that there arg lyrics, since they weren't recorded vn
the FS3 album. Whoever comen clogest to the actual lyrics wins the three
peints for this queation.

4. Accarding to .Scott Japlin, what is the difference between a Stop Timg
rag, and a regular rag?

5. #Which instrument is a popular replacement for clarinet in the twa
Clarinet Sonatas of Johannes Brahme?

6. What instrument intones 'The Perennial question of Bxistence! in

Charlea Ives' The Ungpgwersd Juestion?
ANSWERS NEXT TIME

TaT o o
ﬁ:ﬁdr o  f——
Titd 2 +
] <13 3 . [ HH 'ij QI
" e R Sass
™ Cresc.
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Parterns |l

es+ & game of induction, and a postal game unlike any other.

PATTERNS II is a Zame invented by Sid Sackson, who is the foremost author-
ity on games of all kinds,in North America. For those who are interested
in playing PATTERNS 11 face-to-face, the rules can be found in Sackson's
excellent book A Gamut Of Games (Pantheon Books, 1982} and an account of
the game may be found in Chapter 4 of Marvin Gardner's Mathematical Cir-
gcus (vVintage Books, 1981). The rules below are for postal play.

PATTERNS I1 by Sid Sackscn

NHumber of Playerg: Three to six, plus a GM. Room for more in a league,
if thereis enough interested.

Ohjgct: To discover, by induction, the designsof ail of your opponents,
and to create a design for your opponents which will provide a wide range
af scores—-giving you a good sScore.

Designs: Bach player must give the GM a six-by-six grid filled in with
one of these symbols in each square: X 0 # ¥. Your score as designer
will be determined by how well you judge the other player's abilities to
guess your pattern; thus, you may make your pattern as complicated as ym
like-it may even be randomly generatedl You are not in a game until the
G3M has your pattern.

Guessing other's degsjign tta : Information about other player's pattems
is obtained by sending a SASE Ecr 3?7 caents to the US, 64 cents overseas)
to the GM. In it will be 9ne grid for each cpponent,and each square you
mark with a slant in the lower left hand corner ( 3 will be sent back
filled in with the correct symbol. You may collect information in this
way a5 many times as necceasary, but you may not tamper with yuur gues-
sing grida. When you feel you have collected encugh information, fill in
all remaining squares with the symbols you bhelieve they contain.
IMPORTANT: Each grid MUST be on a separate pléace of paper, with the gues-
ser's and desigher's name labeled clearly, and the t0p jndicated.

Sgoring: In guessing other's designs, a players score is the numoer of car
rect gussses MINUS the number of incorrect onea. Scores may therfore he
zero, or lower. A player may ask for information oun all %6 BQuAares,
guaranteeing himself a zero score, if he feels he cannot Jjustiry gambling
oo a guess. (This penalizZes the designer.)

The designer's score is twice the difference between the extreme
scores of his guessers. However, if players g£ive up on his pattern, Lhe
designer's score is reduced by five for the first player that gives up,
and ten for each further player.

Scoring exampies:To illustrate the scoring sysitem, assume a four=-player
game in which D is the designer. .
A B c b Explanation
7 10 12 10 2x(12-7}
25 - 7 &0 2x(25=(=5}1}
= O(gave up) 6 19 2x(12-0)=5 for the one player who gave u
iy a) O -25 2x(0=-0)=5~10-10 HMoral:don't make your

gesign too tougnfillli

Time frame of the postal game: Deadline periods tor each round, in which
cach player makes a design and guesses his opponents wesiga, will be two
regular XL deadlines, about twu months., The game may consist ol more tiien
one rouna, depending upon how many are interested. 1 shoula adu that
this should be a natural for ail of you Gunooat players out there: you
don't have to write, and you aren’'t hated for not aoing s0. Let me know
if you want in by next issue, with a3 design submitted. No gamefee.
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from the poediunn

{Part 1) The Musical Nature of Excelgior

1 thought this'd be a good time to explain all the musical stuff in the
zine, 80 here goes:

XL, games will be named after composers: Diplcomacy gemes will gzet
classical (meaning,roughly, Baroque, Classic, Romantic, pcst-Romantic,
and perhaps Rennalissance as well) composer's names; pipiowacy variants
will bhe named after jazz composers, and cther games will get popular
COMpOoSers namnes.

#hite space in X, filled with musical exerpts will get you five JIree
issues if you can identify composer and title before the next deaacline.
If more than one correc¢t answer is received, the five issues may bDe split
up among the winners.

Sce page 13 for my search for the Postal Diplomacy Band-if ycu play
an instrument or sing, let me know so I can put you on the list.

Personally; I like most types of music except that which ssems to
require exceassive volume to make its point. I'm partial to Beethoven
symphonies, post-Romantics, Joplin ragtime, Dave Brubeck, Chuck Mangione,
Steely Dan, Supertramp, the Beatles, Billy Joel, and Monty Python-go al-
most anything is within bounds, and there's a2 lot of stuff I like to lis-
ten to but am forced to wait until the radio decides to play it.

I play a few instrumentis-amostly woodwinds; clarinet is my firsi and
best, hut I like to play flute and saxoplhones, and I even piay a mean re-
corder, not to mention my experience at the hilarious tactic of playing
two at oncel! Pianos and guitars are not my string-er, strong point, and
I've found I've not got the strength for brass instruments. I also can
make myself scund OK on the organ-gizmo my brother and sister got last
Christmas, though that's not saying much, as it could probably eatertain
by itsaslf. I'd be interested to find out what percentage of you can reaa
music notation, even if you don't play an inastrument.

(Part II) Editorial of Sorts

{To non-lerth American receivers of this: I'm terribly sorry (o e print-
ing this, as it probably won't interest you in the sliightest. oSui 1t has
to be done-and it will provide you with a small iansight on how silly the
American hobby is getting these days...)

Jhat 18 50 terribly wrcng with Bruce Linsay?

Oh, I know he's made mistakes~I've read many accounts of them, trom
both sides 0f each dispute, and it would appear that, like it or not,
SBRUX has paid, in many cases dearly, for his mistakes. The wmost expensiwe
price was the acquisition of a reputation that Bruce, I'm sure, never
wanted: tnat he is 'controversial.?®

#hatever this may mean is uncertain, nebulous and vague, but it ap-
pears to have severely jeopardized his chances of running the Runestgne
Zine poll this year without widespread dissension., This is a damned
shame, because druce will do a FANTASTIC job with the poll. Consiaer:

1) Impartiality: 3ruce is the first zunestone pollster taat usesn't
have a zine in print at the time of the poll. This gives him, and tne
poll, added impartiality-no 'Runestone efrfect.! And ror those who sub-
scribe to the assinine belief that Bruce would use your votes against
or deliberately discount them, you can send your veltes to rat Conloun,
will oe assisting Bruce in impartial tavulation of the results.lind ir
you don't trust either orf them, I offer my sServices, sucjsct of course to
sruce's approval.}

2) Energy: It should be ocbvious that the woraling of the anoouncement
in Vp#lQ, plus tne ED discussions on the runoing of the poll, accurately
convey Lruce's excitement ror ana eager anticipation of his new task. His
record should make Lt ¢iecal tnat this eneriyswill be funneled towards go-

PAQE (Cont. on pase L2)
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InTroducing....
o) a5 NNUAL pxcelsio NOOROUT ZIN LI, TOU N T

Firast, and MOST important, this is ot intended to be a challenge to the
Runestone Zine Poll, nor is it any part of any protest of this year's
Runestope Foil. 1 plan to start this earlier next year so that it does
not run during the Runestons voting period.

This is a pew kind of zine pell, which will occupy this space until
tae June 1985 issue of Bxcelsioy proclaims the winner and top eight fin=
ishers. " "Eight zines will participate criginnally.

You have until March 6, -1985 to get your votes in to me for the B
Zines you feel should be included. List them in any order you want, in-
cluding the name of the publisher and his or bner address. You may vote
as often as you like, provided that each vote has it's own separate pos-
tage. (The same stamp may be used for more than ohe vote if you are
voting in more than one contest in XI,) And if you send me money for a
2-issue or mere sub to XL, I*ll count any vote sent with the money twice!?
{(You can see by now that this isn't the most seriocus competition arcund. )

No votes for Excelslor will be counted. Not this year, at any rate.
4ls0, sBsubzines are nct Zines, and this is a zime poll only.

The top 8 vote getters will ke sesded to form the tournament draw.
There is a smail chance that T may include more than 8 if voter response
is much higher than I expected. When the draw is published {(next issue),
the playcifs will begin. Playcff matchups will work like this: Hoboy
members will be asked to wvote for the zine they prefer in each of the
matchups. Votes will be tabulated as follows:

Voter subs to both zines and Excelsiop Y points {TOUCHUOWH )
Voter subs to beth, but not Excelsior 3 points (FIELD GOAL)
Voter subs to one zine but not the other 1 point (Yes, Canadian
Voter subs 4o neither zine %+ point foothall is a

bit differentl)

Any publisher who for any reason (gosh, it couldn't be feuds, now,
could 1i€7?77) decides got to participate in this craziness, gust inform
me by March 6th, Elither that or see to it that you don't get any votes
that put you into the top eight. For some of you that opticn might he
gasier...

I will need circulation lists from all zines in the playeffs before
April 5th to determine touchdowns and field gcals. If I domr't receive
an address list by the time I have to start scoring, I won'!t be anle fo
award the mystery zine any TD's or FG's, but your opponent will get all
he claims.

Scores will be rounded off to the nearest full point, anu I will
only vote to break a tie. Publiskers may publicize the poll and-or
their zines' current matches as they wish. I reserve the right to print
the names of all voters in playoff matchups unless directed not to.

Don't forget: you may vote gs many times as you like, provided each
vote nas its own separate postage. HNo phoned votes please, Publishers
may wvote for thelr own zines in the first round, but nat in the play-

affs.

Deadline for the preliminary round, in which you supply me with a
list of eight zines, the publishers, and their addresses, is March é&th,
1585. Good luck to alllililse

“t dont know why you say goodbye- | say helio! "
— the Beatles
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