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Excelsjior is a magazine dedicated Eo Diplomacy, spacefillers,
discusslon, spaceflllers, hobby news, spaceflllers, humour ,
spaceflllers, mascul ine attrlibutes, spacefillers,
international hobby relations, spaceflllers, hebby pollitical
commentary, spaceflllers, state of the art cover artistry,
spaceflllers, computer bleah, spacefillers, reviews, H
spaceflllers, sports talk, spacefillers, and lettercolumn
stuff. Oh yes, there's also spaceflllers, like what you're

reading, and most of what you're about to. Sorrcy. It's very
late. 8o late, in fact, that it's early. Do you know or
remeber how much one of these things costs? Do you care? 1E
so, look in the last issue, because [ don't remember. Not

oanly that, I"'m in the process of being hypnotized by my own

termina screen G'a.t
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T aevwer l=arn, do I... Juzt cwer a week before publication, and dezpit.
the= Eact I've already gJgot the XL #11 4disk bursting at the S AmsS,
=tarting another one of these run-on columns I call. ..

DipGab

I'm glad to see in the malls that most of you hawve receleved your
Expuo "B6 invitations from Premler Bennett. (For you forelyners, i
provincelal Premler in Canada ls roughly eqguivalent to a state Guwverno:s
in the U.5., only the Premier has more powers, as Canada is nol guite
centrally-controlled.) I'm sure I°11l be doing two or three long =xpo:
on the Expo site in this summer's issues of X[L. The invitat ions we
part of an Expo promotlon called "Invite The World™, but the idea 3ldn't
occur to me to send them to the full subscriber list (as of about last
Dctober: Eor those of you who've joined since, sorry, t'aln't much I <an
do...) until 3/4 of the way through the promotlion. But they assure me
ycu were all placed on the last draw for the prize of an
all-expenses-pald trip here, as well as, T belleve, 1,98€f separate draws
for three-day passes. Unfortunately, you're about 100 ouk of aver
1,000,000 who were on the mailing list. (Oh yes, I almost Eorgot, |- AL =i
rasidents were also ineligible, which affects maybe two or three.) The
latest news on the contest is guite funny. though: it appears a man
named Terry Sakamoto made out a list nf owver twoe hundered pewople he

wanted to invite, and one of them won a three day pass. What is
interesting is that the wWwinners name is Johnny Carson. (¥es, JohnnYy
carszon.) Carson's secretary didn't gquite believe the story, Zaying that
Carson had never heard of Sakamoto, and may feel he is being ; by

EXpo . Sheesh! Try to give something away for Eree....

New in Vancouver since last time is SkyTrain, our new light rapid
transit system, which goes nowhere near Winch St., but passes right near
my parents house, meaning Nan can get a hour's extra sleep after she
completes her late night shift on Sunday morning. You see, the fastest
way Erom my place to my parents' is by car, aboukt 15 mlinutes. Buz,
because of awkward routing that forces elther two connections or a long
walk, takes 45-90 mlinutes on Sunday- But we "ve discovered a
little-known and scarcely-used bus route that takes us right to SkyTraln
in 15 minutes. It doesn't get us any cleser, but from there we can gek
.o my parents place in 10 minutes. Also, the view is better. SkyTraln
is an above ground (for most of the way) train that goes Erom downtown
to New Westminster in 27T minutes. By car it's about 45, by bus, mor e
than an hour. The most exciting part of the ride is golng through the
Expo slte: T mean literally through 1E. Apparently the blg raller
coaster at Expo makes it's Eirst big plunge head on into SkyTraln®s path
before turning sharply at the last moment.

A Eew weeks ago, 1 woke up slowly, as usual, ko Man kEelling me what
was on all the TV channels. I did not believe her at [lrst, until I saw
in actual replay of the tragedy of Challenger. Now, a month later, the
shock of the tragedy has mostly subsided, and I feel A lifferent
amaticon--anger mostly. The more I hear about this investigation, the
mare incredible It seems Lthat somelhing of thias type has not happened
before, From my vantage point at least, It would appear that NASA bolth
knew abouut Lthe porkential problem, and ordered the launch to go ahead.
1t It apperars that the dJdistance between the "we hawve a potential
reblem here" level and the "cleared for launch® lewvel was so great that
hrre Waz no way For the two to meekb. Could Lt be that MNASA I3 Jrowling
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rar-gjz fuvr ity wven good? ©Or is there too much pressurce n  HATA

o n [ =d, and succeed .2 But I have another problem with the
|F[|i., shie Ehat I'"m suce will liven Wp our letter column next
because it's sure to be guite unpopular. The show of Jrist f
fallen heroes was more dArawn out than I could believe. Ther= iz
wrong with grief, but what will be the overall effect on u shiowl 3,
forbid, we gu to war somewhera? Seven died aboard PhalIHNJ—L, 113
country (yours mine) Is in shock for a week. Does it G

equal shack to £ind out that twice that many died In the liberation
Granada? That at least that many were losing their lives every

Viel MNam? Or every in either of the wars of thi:s century?
more [Importantly, what about the effect on our vicws towards pruogt
Seven heroes lost their lives that morning. Do we also mourn Eor
times that many, at least; who have died in air dlasatern:s in Lhe
yearT For Lhe God knows how many who hawve lost theirx lives in
idents? There is a certain hypecrlisy here that bothers me. I
muzt mourn for the Challenger seven, let us also recall the Presid
brave words of that EFateful day. "Nothlng stops here.® TF i

this tragedy to impede our preogress into space, we don't deszserve
technolougies that hawve gotlen us this far.

The inside postal workers In the main sorting plant in Vancouwve
protested a mangerial scheme to improve attendance by spending
shifts in the cafeteria for three days. I phoned the PO after t“:
blew over and Eocund cout that mail for the XL games would nel be :1a < 2
Lut mail for the game in Sleepless Knights {where I'm the ;ue,t GHJ
would be delayed, possibly for a week or more. I 'rherern:r extended
Ehat deadline, bukt none of the XL ones, but apologie to Dave Carter Eor
not phoning earlier to tell him of the problem. I'm amazed at how ocften
Zume postal umicn (for there apparcrently are many) has a strike threat iu

the works. If the ygovernment mediators successfully fielded 25% of th
disputes, we'd still have a poatal strike every 2 years. But then,
Canada is a lvony place Lo live. The latest Interesting tldbit concerns

a Human Rights Board somewhere saying that East Indian Sikh MEthrS o E
the police may follow thelr rellglon and grow those bushy beards, wear

thejir turbans on duty, and carry thelir sacrificial daggers: this
called Ereedom of religion! What I want to know iz this: I1F a membe:r

the force 1ls a Krisma, is he then allowed to wear the robes, arm himse
with tambourines, and chant for pay?

Actually heard on the radio department: during the pregams show

¥ Vancouver Canucks NHL game, this actually happened:
Gary: Well Al, we'we got some interesting stats on the Tanuc

e . When they score four goals or more in a game thelir revord
2-4, And when they allow three goals or less, thelr record is 10-%
Al: Gosh, I wonder what would happen 1f you combined thouse

Brilliant. I'm going to steal Alan Parr's idea of Colemanballs
XL . Alan runs a2 Eeature in Hopscotch called Colemanballs, named ]
I assume, some noborious broadcaster of soccer there. A sample, fror

zgach: "Thal was the maest diabalical penalty decisien I'wve Saen
long Etime. Tt*s the second Ltime this week that's happened to us.”™
IE you hear zsomething on a sports show that’'s nolb gulite right,
It te XL.- Our panel will review all entries and the best ane each
will win three free Iissues. Be sure to mention who said it, Ehe ewvan
concerned (include kEhe Leams and the date), and the sport. Brevity
il asset, as I[°1]1 be using theze for spacefillerz, and 2 l3u Dot gz e
1 g ind nec-oz ity Sctb-up usually isn' kt that ftunny - JOoCEKETALE wll]
sppear az laong as ycu subbers keep sendling them In.
[ t2celved Eor Xmas 1 S0L L o £ —and-Up Comed ian®
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Trivial Pursult There are about 6000 jokes in place of guestionsz,
Lhe (Jdea 1is Lo ]iﬂu on a space, read the joke; Ethen perform I a:
you can. IEf the others agree that you did well, you get the egulve

af the pieces of the plie in TP. This oEf course, ls where the game
dorwn, as why should I laugh at anyone else iE I want to win?
lespite the Fackt that it really Isn't a great game, I will be
some2 oF the jukes thisz time as spacefillers. The reasocn for iz -
Lhat I*ve had enough with the musical excerpts already. For the rz=asn

wliyy, check out Erom The Peodlum.

e 0oy
printc
A
of ¢ |

I*m not gouing to tell you about the hockey pool, bacau
getting killed. Unlike the Canucks, who are in a similarc posltion
the NHHL, I have done somelhing about it, and if all goe=z well !
mak= the playoffs, but I'm going to have to wheel and deal a hLit
have any type of hope there. Detalils soon, I hope.

The hockey Eans out there will be interested iIn this 1]
discovery that I've made. The NHL is considering changing thel
Eocrmat so that teams who have played a good hard game at the end

long ruvad trip don't lose points because of it. The proposal is
standings point for am OT loss, and this has apparently been Ltested
zeveral minor and junior leagues. I don't like it, and am amarzed
the obwvious fallacy hasn't been exploited yekt. Such a rule creaktes

no-lose situatlon, a catch-22 in reverse, They all have no reascon to
worty about losing, except In the few late season sltuations where you
simply don't want the other Leam to get an extra polnt in the atapdings.
So Lf you have no worries about letting the goal in, what is the use o f
defense? You may as well even pull the goalie!? In fact, both teams may
as well pull the goaliel! Why not go all out Eor the win if there's na
danger In losing??7? I hope they adopt the rule, because I'd love to see
an NHL game with 12 skaters and no goalles.

The great Brux Linsey has registered his first (te my knowledge)
feud louss, to Mancy Hurrell, who recently (about 40 minutes 330 )
him Lthe proverbial tirade over Lthe long-distance telephone line f[or
typing up Polltalk! The previously undefeated Brux, caught in E e
showerr,;, admitted defeat guickly, and apologized profusely. Can we hawve
a feud number, Mr. Carriec?

The new Conservative government has come down with a budget that,
among other things, calls for Canada Post to eliminate its 1EL*‘ and
become a profitable or break-even operaktlion by March 1988. The various
unnions, knowing trouble when they see lt, have reacted vigorously,
the typical bleats of "WE'LL SETRIKE" to the press. This, of course,
Lecausze the only solution to Canada Post's debts is to take a
breath and kill the wunion's hevld on Canada Post once and Eor
Where"s Ronald Reagan when we need him? Letter carriers e
compar=d to air traffic contrellers.....

Seriously though, Efolks, thosze of you lucky enouqgh to 1ive
Canada would be able to receive a smaller XL for the duration of tho
strike, mostly because of wmy proximity teo P, Roberts, and the
likelyhood of belng able to get a post-offlice box there in an emergency.
I'd try to keep the games g9oing, but all concerned Canadiqu paﬂj“rg
would have to name substitutes living outside Canada Eor the i*e:
~onl inue . I talked with Alan Stewart about gektting news rom th
Canadlan zines by courier or phone and keeping those subbers updutwh
the sltuation should there be a strike.

Mow, I hear you cut there saying that this i p[ubeI; dnother

Ealse alarm. Filne L£ it is, but there hasn't been 6 weeks without
postal ztrike Ehrealbl mews item in the time T"ve been in the hobby,
H limn well Jonna be preparced.
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Computer news: the Sicilian Poker program has taken E] Ltemporacy

bBack seat with Lthe acguisltion of, some new and exclting software.
EPYX'"s - y F: »sl? Ca lives up to it'"s title. This is
nu fvur -aside attempt, this is a €full fledged GLtrue-to-life NFL

simalation. There is a playbook of over 200 plays (with an option on
more through the "Chalkbook®™ optlen, In which all 11 players can be
programmed to go anywhere the coach wants) Erom which to choose, and Lhe
play options (chosen as the game proceeds) are simllar to real NFL
situations. Most plays, whether designed for running or passing, have
QB sneak optlons, and primary and secondary recelvers. ‘The screen
graphics are excellent, and, as I said, the game is reallstic: there are
sctually 11 men on the Efield For each slde, and you can see them all on
the =creen. There are three wviews, a sldeline view from the standard TV
angle coverling about a guarter of the fleld, an isolated wilew cowvering
the ball carrler and everyone withln 3-4 yards of him, and a wview Erom
“"the blimp™ with which you can see the whole fleld. There are a few
drawback=s. The blimp view Is up-down, while the others are left-right,
so yuu have to reorlent your Jjoystick lI that's what you're watching.
Plays do take a short time (15 seconds) to be selected and loaded Erom
the disk, so an offensive and a defensive play takes about 30 seconds to
get going. But for two NFL nuts In the springtlime, this 1s the most
advanced armchair guarterback program I've heard about.

Other programs I've been playing around wlth are !
Se2afox, and a Star Trek game that seems to have been updated Ffrom Che
days when 1 played it on the schonl termlnal after hours: those were the
days when there were no video dlsplay terminals, and a game of Zgtar Trek
used about three rolls of paperl!l

There's one other program I'"wve been using. One of the programs on
a di=zk I obtained was listed as taking up 86 blocks. When I loaded it
and ran it, nothing happened. So I loaded the next program In the
directory, a very short program. Suddenly the entire screen went blank
and the computer sald "HELLO!™ It then asked me to type Iin my name, and
mide a wvallant attempt to pronounce it, which was nearly 100% correct.
Thus began my experience with sppech-synthesis programmling. I"ve
crerated a "talking-alacrm clock" program, which says "The tlme 1s now
6:14 and 58 seconds. P.M." (The long program simply adds a new command
toc the BASIC repertolire, SAY, which works like PRINT, and causes the
speech patterns to say wwhatever 1Is Inside the guotes. 10 SAY
"RATATATATATATATATATAT" :END will cause the computer to make a machlne
gun sound, for example.) It's amazing to hear the computer talk and to
be able to program it to seduce Nancy, but there really isn't much use
fur LE. The biggest problem is the large amount of memory It nuses to
store the speech patterns and pronunciation guide, which is advanced
encough to handle most of English's pecullarities.

Are there many Hulk Hogan Eans out there? It is wikth sSome
torpiﬂdLIGn that I make the admiszsion that a man of my Intellligence 1is
readlily entertained by the World Wrestling Federation shows. Herce in
Vancouver we get their national show, and a show From Toronto. Both of
thase were guite entertalining at Eirst, but it has gotten to the point
where I can pick the winners on the basis of names alone, Not only
that, the cocrner nearest the ringside camera has produced 15 straight
winners in the last three weeks on the national show. Bukt when they
have a Saturday Nite Live's Maln Event you get a dlifferent Eype of
match. You see there are four types of WWF wrestlers, There are

good-gquys and bad-guys, and there are winners and losers. Hulk Hogan is
a joud winner, Randy "Macho Man"™ Sawvage is5 a bad winner. 5Steve Lombardl
iz a bad loser, and the names of good losers are so numerous | forgek

them quickly. On the weekly shows, you don't often see wlnners meek .
But the TV Guide lineup for this Saturday's Main Ewvent has so much
potential, I asked Eive other people For predictions. Three of them

know nothing about wrestling: will they do better than the three of us
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Felow are the predictions, good-guy on top, bad-guy on the bottom.
Predictors 1-3 watch regularly (I'm 3, co=workers All FKassim, and

George Goundar are 1-2), predlictors 4-6 don't (Nancy, Albert Lam, the
mechanic at work, and my mom.) Note that All and George hawve picked all
the good guys, except Eor Bundy, who welghs 458 pounds and simply
donesn't lose. This is how the WWF brainwashes viewers: I, an the other
hand, get my entertalinment out of watching how the wvarlous wrestlers are
bullt up, in interviews and other happenings, to decide where the
inevitable cheating is going to occur. (¥You don't seriously think Hulk
Hogan is going to lose his title in a fair and sgquare match, do you?)
Actually, I usually just listen to Vince McMahon reporting the matches,
the Lmpeortant thing to watch 1Is the interviews, and player-manager

lnteractions before and after the match. No, I don't delude myself into
believing it's «2orf, although you must admit Lt takes a lot of fitness,
guts, and timing much of the time. It is nothing more than pure
entertalnment, but I reserve the right to cheer my Eaveorites.

Match 1 23456

Hulk Hogan * X ® ® *

The Hagnificent Muraco *

The British Bulldegs * & * *

Creg "The Hammer™ Valentline/Brutus Beefcake = =

The Junkyard Dog * = *

Adrian Adonis * % *

Mr. T {(this is a boxing T EE R

Boxing Bob Orton matchup, apparently)

Steve Gatorwolf
King Kong Bundy
I'"1ll E€inish this report coff late tonight when I get the results.
Well, blow me down. I picked Eour of Eive, including a mild upsekt.
First Mc. T demolished Boxing Bob Orton, though Boxing Bob used a lot of
illegal tactics such as thumbs-to-the-eye blows, and elbows while the
referee was distracted. The real action came after the match when Orton
infamous manager, Rowdy Reoddy Plper, took off the kilt and attacked T
Wwith a strap while Orton was holding him down....Hulkster overcame early
difficulties (as usuwal) in his match against Muraco, but after it was
over, King Kong Bundy (who hadn't registered a drop of sweat in his
half-minute match with Steve Gatorwolf) decided to get some knecks in,
and the Hulkster was taken to hospltal after Bundy's 458 pounds had
dropped on him a few times. Then we had the mild upset, the Bulldogs
getting about ten two counts before losing on a guick three count in a
relatively long match. At this point I was 4-0, and Efor a while it
looked as though Adonis was goimg to upset the Junkyard Dog as well, bhut
JYD came back to win. S0 the four men picked 4 ofE 5, and the two women
pickeda 3 of 5. Significant data? I AUNNO. « w56 5

® #®& & * * *

A few things have happened since the typing of i
EBgll. Kelth Sherwood's i has apparently folded, and the
other inaccuracy Is in the fact that it's all here, not just lnstallment
one as I had originally thought. Hope you enjoy it, and the rest of the
zlne as well!

News from Italy: A clock will be installed in the Leaning Tower. What
good is it if you have the inclination and don't have the time?
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Countdown TO Valentine’s day

Eﬁtimﬂte that a very interesting situation will develop in the next
days here, something I want to kKeep up on. -BM]

February 9
Loogking through my mail today, T failed to notlce a small piece

up until the mail delivery at about guarter to nine, and of course
that time [ am often guite tlired. In any case, I found it later 1In
day, on a routine check of the mailbox while Nan and I were leaving:

meaningful informatiom such a small piece of paper could impazrt,
looked at it closely.

it proclaimed, had placed a Valentine's Day "Love-Lines™ ad in

were no clues. Naturally, I immediately knew who it must have be
But my analytical mind, sacrlficing accuracy for speed as usual, teold
I should keep it from Man, at least at the moment. In a split seco
it pieced together the following scenario:

1) Man goes to The FProvince ad cffice, having seen the ad for "L
Lines"™, and arranges the ad.

2) Clerk tells her that a small card will be sent to me (presuma
so that T make certain to spend hours straining my eyes in search of

and decides that it will take .02 of a second for me to uncover the t

took me)l, 3o she gives my address, but decides to intsrcept the ca
and place it inside the paper (beside the hockey stats where I'd not
it) on Valentine's Day.

card first.

With this scenario, there was only one possible action to Eta
Slip the card back into the box tonight while Man sleeps. She will
the mail tomorrow, and have every confldence that her espionage tr
has worked.

MNow, as I say, this thinking all took place quickly, a speed
accuracy sacrifice. What I had failed to realize was that HNancy
right beside me at the time, and before I could hide the card, she as
me what it was. There was no other possible actliom but to own up.

I watched her face closely as I teld hec, and I am absolut
certain, now, twenty hours later, that she is not a good enough actr
to deceive me on this. The simple, horrifying fact 1ls that right &t
moment, while I am extremely satisfied with my love life, there
someone out there who waits anxiocusly for me to respond toe a desper
ad in the Valentine's Day classifieds.

And there is somebody right this moment in the next room who wa
to know who it is so she can tear the culprit 1limb from limb.

February o:

The phone at work rings.
"Coliseum Shell.®

"Bruce, could Lt be your mother?"
"What could be my mother?™

"The card. For Valentine's. Could it be your mom?"™
"Whatever would she want to do that for?>"
"Well I don't know. Why don't you phone them?"™

Page 8

[What wyou are about to read 1s a diary, its reasun for being a simple

cardboard in the bottom of the box. This often occurs, as my evening
shifts and late nights at the computer often make it practical to stay

for work, she on an important mission at the laundromat. Wondering what

1t was a notlce from the ¥Vancouver Province newspaper. Somebody,

cbhligatory one-day special section. The person was not named, and there

answer to my love-llfe problems), and asks for my address. Nan thinks,

identity of the secret admirer (which is twice as leoeng as it actually

3) Mail gets here far earlier than MNancy expects, and M"Bruce gets
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"All right, T will."™ (I won't really.)
"Will you reallyz™
"Yes, 1 will, as soon as I get a chance." (February 15th, likely.)

"I could deo it now for you if you want."

"I'1ll do it now, OKZ?" (I'd better do it now.)

A minute latezr, I find out my Mom is out playing Bingo {she's a
once-a-week 24-card pro: I thought I had a good memory for numbers until
I went with her one night....) from Dad.

"Well Bruce, i1f anythlng like that's going on around here I haven't
heard about it yekt.......¥Yes, I1'll tell you lf I hear anything.......0Oh,
I can imagine she's a little anxious..... «..All right, we'll see the Lwo
of you on Sunday."™

Right, Dad, assuming I'm still alive by then....

Later that night: "I Ehink lt's you dolng this Eo me deliberately,
Bruce.™

"You think I put in that ad? That I walked inte the Province
office and penned an 'l love you, Bruce' ad? What do you think I signed
as ', name? Butch? Warren? Do you think I'm capable o0of withstanding
the embarrassment that would likely result from such an act?"™

"Guess not, eh? How about....I know who it was."

"Stop making those growling noises and tell me who the latest
suspect is, will ya?"

Long silence.

"Well?"

"I bet it wvas........Patricial”™

"I seriocously doubt that, based on the sound of the wvoice that
usually answers when I call her. MHNow stop growling and go to bed."”

"Bruce?2™
"What? Or should I say who?"™
"What if lt'"s a secret admirer? We might never £ind out who it

is.

February 6:

Dear Secret Admirer:

I have bad news for ¥you. It was Interesting to find out that |
have a secret admirer, but I'm afraid I alsc have a public admirer, and

in my book, publlic admirers outrank secret ones. I thought 1t would be
only falr to write the Box number you provided so that you could start
your search for another of the "Elsh in the sea.™ Finding one as

attractive or more attractive tham me shouldn't take too long.

Sincerely,

Lcon (s

Bruce M“Intyre

“That OK, Nan?"

"I guess so. You're gonna send it, eh?"
"Yes, Iif it is a secret admirer like you suspect.™
"Okay. You're not golmng to hand deliwer it to her door, are youz"

=

Eebruary 7:

I found out today that MNMancy likes Chinese food. You see, tak ing
Nan out to dimnner is not easy, as up until today she had amintained that
She hated Chinese food. 1t turns out that she hates sweebt & sour sauce,
which could hardly be constrtued as the entire repectolre of Chinese

cuilsine. She loved the frled rice, and the chow mein, and the other
SstufE. 1 got my usual halfway through the meal with chopsticks before
finally glving up and using the fork, but Man ate the whole meal with
the blasted things. Ehe had a small problem with a large piece of Eish,
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il she decided Ehe ecasiest way to get it with the sticks was to stab
I Lhink peinted end chopsticks . might just revolutionize Chinese

ining.
"Bruce, you're not just taking me out to take my mind of £ the

Valentine's cacgd are you"™

"] wouldn't dream of it, MNancy."

e iy g

"Coliseum Shell....Oh, hi Hitch....No, I"m not gonna tell you who
the murderer is, because I don't even remember. Aren't you suppsosed to
be dead?....Boy have I got problems, Mitch. Somebody has glven me an ad
in the paper on WValentine's Day....No, it"s not herc: that's the
problem....Yeah, she knows about {t....Whatsat? A small box of
chocolates, and flowers, huh? ©O.K., I'11 try it. Yeah, 0.K., bye."

Dinner at Mom*s today, and neither of us mentioned The Card to
them. Could it be that MNancy has forgotten? Hmmm , she's out now
working her night shift, so I"ll just take this card and place it on her
bed . . ... .

"What?!"

"Oh, Bruce, they're sccco nice, and not that expensive: you could
get it for me for Valen--"

"How esxpensive this ring you want?™ The Price is whispered,
softly, along with the location. I hear it on the second repeat and
bBlow up.

"How do you expect me to pay for it? Eh?? Tell me that."™

Nan gives up all hope, and mopes around for a bit. But I've all

the information I need, and know exactly where I'm going to go on my way
to work tommorrow.

You won't believe this, but I never knew rings had sizes. Not only
that, it appears to make a difference what finger Nan is goling to wear
it on. And so many! There must be hundreds--well, tens maybe--of
different ones. I know nothing about rings, having never worn one, and

s a woodwind player I probably never will. (I'm told they take a while
to get completely used to.) What the hell makes one ring nicer than
another? To me, the most important distinguishlilng factor on a Eing is
the number on the price tag. All in all, I guess by now i1t comes as no
surprise to you that I still don't have a present for Nan for the 1l4th.
Eut I du have a plan, and it does involwve the ring.

=] "}1-_
Could it be that I'wve convinced herc? There's no moping about The
Card; indeed, it's almost forgotten. Course, the flowers that arr ived

today from her parents in Montreal hawve brightened Nan's spirits a bit,
but I bekt she'll be pretty jumpy tomorrow night.

Fe ] :

The time haz come to sit at my typewriter and think about who ,
other than MNancy, would send a Valentine's card publicly to me through a
newspaper. I'"ve been wondering for the last two weeks, of course, but
now, with barely twenty-four hours to go, I think it's t ime (with Nan
zafely asleep In the next room) to consolidate my thoughts, and decide
o Ehe approprlate action to take in case of trouble.

So, the guestion remalins: Who could it be.

C'mon, think.

DK . Here, I guess, is a list of "suspects™. I have serious doubts
againat all of them, but for the record, here goes.

1 Immediate Family. There is my mom, and my sister Jennifer, who
Are mueie sSusplcious thanm my brother Jeff and my dad only in that they're
Femeale, Knowing my family as well as [ do, I can'lL poussibly imaglne any
»# them dolng Lthis sort of thing. But the poszssibilkty, unlikely 33 it
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is, must be considered.

2) Former University Friend. This is where fantasy has taken
tempocary holds on me the past two weeks, untlil T reallze that since I
left UBC two years ago, I've changed my address, and had little or no

contact with anyone still there. The last time 1 =3aw the UBC Wind
Symphony I recognlzed two names in the programme: one was the director;
the other was a rocokie when I was there. It is true that 1 shared guite
a few classes and notes with a pretty thing in my last year there, but
just when I had come within seconds of getting up enough courage to ask
her out (Alan Stewart, move over!!), I found out that she was marr ied!
(I believe I said earller that rings have no effect on me....) Who does
that leave? A whole bunch of pretty things that I exchanged maybe ten
words with in a semester, and one or two girls whom I taught to play
Bridge (as Bridge club president) unti they decided that the Bridge wWas
secondary te the consumption of alcohol at most of our <club meetings.
We're getting nowhere Ffast here.

) Somebody at work. By which I mean female, and think "God help
me." All the girls at Coliseum Shell are either maccied or the type
associated with having "a great personality.”™ No, I can't bear to make
this assumption either. It'"d be far too embarrassing for me to be able
te deal with. Ged help me. Please?

4) Someone I see a lot, but hardly know. I'm basically a person of
habit, working a steady shift, going and coming from work an the sSame
busses most of the time, and there are a few lovelles who are regular
customers on my shift. Tt's uvunllkely but possible that I have a secret
admirer that is about to go public, says my dreaming mind. Reality
replles that I"'m not attractive, hard to trace, and often seen with
Nancy, which would be somewhat of a deterrent to any secret admirer. I
can't even bear to think what Nancy would say in this case: the ad might
say something llke "I'm the one you'wve been eyelng on the bus" or
something even worse! How else would someone In this category Identify
herself? The only consclatlon I canmn have is the extreme wunliklelihood
of this type of scenario.

S) It's a Joke of s ome kind. Well, it certainly isn't a
particularly nlce one, with the effect it's had on Nan. But I hawve to
admit that this is the only reasonable possibility T can come up with.

So who can it be???

{(12:50 AM) I get home from work, determined not to speil dinner by
mentioning anything about The Card. HNancy brings it up, and asks if
I'll be staying up to walt for the delivery boy to bring me my answer.
I tell her I'm not too concerned, and we go off to bed before 2:30.

(4:30 AM) I'm up, at the computer, playing Larry Bird against

Julius Irving, two minutes left, and I'm down by slx. I call my last
time out.
This is not the reasonmn I'm up. But it"s impossible to sleep in
these circumstances. So;, while I'm waiting for the paper to get here,
*I'm trylng to take my mind off it.
Twenty seconds left, score tled, and I Eoul Dr. J as he shoots.
The shot misses, but he sinks the first free throw. Second one misses,
and I have a chance to win with one shot. I move the ball to about ten
feet to the left of the basket, shielding the ball until the last
second. The house |Is completely silent.

I hear the drop of the paper at my door, and the Jjoystick button is
instictively pressed.
The shot misses.

Halfway through the Flest of ten pages of Valentine ads, 1
entertain the thought of leaving It until the afternoon. 0Of course,
this is complete lunacy. I keep searching.

Could it be a mistake? Maybe the Prowince got thelir subscribers

Page 11




execelsior = No.11=

list mixed up with the Valentine notices list. That would seem to be
thz obvious answer: what a letdown. Ah well, I should have expected
something like this.

Wrong.

[ 1imbed back into bed, kissed Nan, and thought about The Message:
"T will love you for ever and ever and ever", before falling asleep.
Later, I tgok Man cut for lunch, and we laughed at how futile all the

woreying had been. Then we wenkt to the jewellers. Something was in the
air: of the three rings shown te Nan, I actually distinguished between
them just enocugh ko rank them 1-2-3. Man picked my third choice, of

~ourse, and told me later that the one I had first was really gross.
Then, after work, Man made a fantastic dinner, and we slept in till late
afternocoon Saturday, The Message not worrying us in the least.

I guess that's enough suspense. The girl who put the ad in the

paper was the only person I hadn't considered. Ehe identified herselt
as Nancy.

frenn tihe pediunn

For a change of pace, thought try editorlalizing this time.
H::PLrJPq on the two edltorlals below are walcomsd, of Course, unless
he respaonse gets me back inte the ranks of Eeuders. In that case,

lease send it to THFH, following the ground rulezs laid out by that
ine, and I'll see your response, and gulte probably ignore it.

Wh

In XL#l, T stated that I wanted this to be a reader participation
zine, and that instead of printing encyclopedias of letters, I'd rather
see y¥'all play the different games I could dream up. The naive thought
behind this was something like "If it works for Alam Parc, 1t ought to
wort for me."™

It hasn't.

Mobody wanted to participate in the zline poell game I devised.
Nobody wanted te try out the baseball pool. Three pecople have sent in
answers on the musical excerpts, and nobody sSeams tao want to gquess
unleszs they're absolutely certain they're right. Nobody wanted to play
Pente, and now 1t appears that nobody wants to really continue in Chess,
Jthellao, or Bachgammon either. Hobody has even written about my World
Tup zoccer pool, and nobody wanted to try the hockey forecasting either.
I know, I know, the word s oocfy Isn't guite accurate here, there hawve
been some people participating in these things, notably Bill Becker,
Conrad Minshall, and a handful of others . But my sSuccess rate at
creating new and novel diversions for you is abysmally poor.

Everything that's missing from this XL has been given up: kaput,

Finito. I'm sorry, but it is time we concentrated on things that aren't
likely ko £all apart from lack of participation.

What you will see in XL is more of the literary (2) stufE. Expo
'B6 1= upon us, amd so will be LepreCon and DipCon. My masculine
attribute may Elare wup again, or I may even take Stewve Hutton's
suggestion and become a porn star 1if it does. There will be more room
for me to print letters to their completion. More room for Diplomacy,
if the first few that sign up can walt 8 months Eor the gJame to Eill.
Polltalk will continue to be run here under condition that it remains a
sugye=stion box and not a complaints bin. Pozstal Clue may praove to e
popular enough for a second game.

I just l[igured it'd be 3 gooeod ldea te tell you whak's coming,

;2 any of you want out because of what's geing.
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Postal Clue 7

"There's no way we'll be out of here before dinner tlme,"™ szaid Ron
Frukowski. "There are six suspects, six weapons, and nine rooms. This
makes 324 possibilites, so we may as well go through them one by Dne .
And we'd better go through them guickly, or we'll all starwve."

This announcement brought mase confusion, as the other five players
bergan to worry about when their next meal would be. Getting the
murderer among them Lo own up was impossible because of Lhe loss of
memory imposed on the murderer ln that eerie moment after .- Mitch had
disappeared. The indignation of being held prisoner by a simple game of
Clue finally took hold of the group, and all six rushed the Bathroom
full of protests.

But once there, they all stopped dead (flguratlvely speakling...) In
their tracks. Nobody wanted to be first in.

The door opened, slowly. A hideous creak shattered the silence.
There was a gust of wind, then the door slammed shut.

"Look here,™ cried Bill Becker. "There's food on the peocol table!™

Indeed there was, a lavish Eeast of torttilla chips, nacho dip, and
three-colour sherbet. "But what will we drink?" asked Steve Dycus of no
one In particular.

James Early screamed. With good reason. A bright red substance

was seepling through the space between the Eloor and the bottom of the
Bathroom deoor.

"Blood?" whispered Janet Cooley.

Ron Krukowskl threw open the door, and the wvolce made another
appearance. "Red Crystal Light, you fools." Inside there were three
large jugs; one had spilled slightly.

After a long but rather unhealthy meal, Ron made his guess.
"Billiard Room: anywhere that food can just appear has te be the most
likely scene of a crime."

I Knowing glances were passed around the table.
"Since there appears to be no blood involved, the Rope might be a
good guess as to how it happened."

Tension was clearly rising guickly to am unbearable lewvel. Finally
Ron completed his guess.

"The only person who did not Flinch at the sights we saw
WAS .. u .. 5Ekeve Dycus."™

Dycus laughed heartily. "C'mere a minute,"™ he said. "I wanna show
you something."”

[How does Steve know Ron's suggestion is flawed? Will his F
suggestion Eare any better? Will any of the food be donated Ee the

African relief fund? If so, will 1t be accepted as real food? For the
answers to these guestions, tune in next time. Steve's suggestion i=s
due March 4th.]

"Doctor, you'wve got to help my husband. 1It's getting to be wunbearable.
¥You see, he thinks he's a horse. He lives In a stable, walks on all
fours, and even sometimes eats hay. Please say you can help me,
pPlease."™

"Ma'am, I assure you, with expert treatment, over a periocd of time, your
husband can be completely cured. But I must warn you, the treatment may
take years, and will likely be wvery, very expensive."

"Oh, money's no obiject. He's already won two races."
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The Honor/Dishonor Roll

Well, with the Runestone Poll coming up In a few months, It's about time
I started looking through my Zine collection, and figuring out what
numbers I should give to what zines.

This report may take a few issues toc complete, that's the reascon

this appears so early. Before I start, I should tell you about myself
A= a wvoter, or more specifically, how I evaluate zines for the purpose
of giving them the Runestone 0-10 decision. .

I do not believe in just saying this zine is a 7, this one a 4,
thi= one an 8, etc. For one thing, zines are not numbers. But far more

seriocus 1s the possibility, especially when you take in as many {30+)
zines as I do, that the Iinstinct by whilich you judge zines may have
changed greaktly from start to finish. So, I try ¢to incerporate a
system, assigning percentages of the ten possible points to arbitrary
categories, like efEiciency, writing, price, GMing, reproduction, atc.,
But I invariably find myself trapped in the system, because there is no
zine that is the best in every category. More importantly, there is no
Zzine that £+izs to be best In every category. Every zine, no matter
what size or circulation, Is missing something that another zine has.
Europa Express does not have the-({(pause here for a long moment)-the
graphics that XL has. XL, does not have the emphasis on Diplomacy of
Dolchstoss. Dolchstoss does nmot have the no-holds-barred letter column
of No Fixed Address. Mo Fixed Address doesn't have Ehe unigue
California style of The Ippner Light. The Inper Light doesn't have Lhe
intecnational participation of EUuropa EXDPILess. It's a visclous clrcle,
and the characteristics I mentioned aren't the only things that identify
the zines I mentioned. For Sleepless Kplaghts, giving perfect marks for
CGHing and reliability should be worth more than perfect marks (if anyone
was stupid enough to give them) in those categories Eor XL. When L
evaluate a zine, the first five points are allocated to gauging how well
a zine fits its own image of itself. The malin guestions are: What is
this zine trying to do? and How well has it done this? A four page
zine, running four games without error, controversy or delay, should get
a "10" if that's what it set out to do. (Unless, of course, subs are $2
per issue....) A Eocrty pager that has lots of writing and only 2-3
games needs to keep me interested in those other 30-od4d4 pages to get the
same by 811 (L (Unless it's free, in which case I've no right ko
criticlze.) i

I had planned to do a Mame/Pubber/Category Scores/Final Mark/Short
Blurb type review for all the zines, but I think instead I'11 increase
the bBlurbs to include how and why I arrived at the final mark. So,
you'll see the following information:

Mame Of Zine (Publisher, address) Issues seen so far in polling
period (which I assume shall be April 1 1985- now], average pages,
format, last year's poll result, my mark, and (in i#=z!icr) a desciption
and explanation.

211 that now remains is for me to sort out an entire box of =zines.
{(¥You didn't think I was really ready, now did you?) See you again in
Ewo weeks.....

Well, it was only one, and I'm going to start off with an example,

my own rating of XL{(which I urge you not to take serlously: I'm /s 27+ on

myselfE!):

***Excelsjior {(Bruce M Intyre, 6191 Winch, Burnaby BC, Canada V5B 2L4),
3- 1', Z8pp, digest, 5th in Runestone "853, 7. o L. SIS, 15 P ‘&t 4
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And here is installment one of the rest of the zines: The three symbols

in the margin before the zlne name indicate natlonallity: (**%®=Canada,

@@@=uU.5., W##bd=European).

#FEBcochemian Rhapseody (Malc Smith, COA-bound, ask me for an address), Val
IT Mos VI-VIII, 30pp, digest, 72nd in British Zine Poll *B5, 7. fods

¢ interesting stafr in this zipe, frowm masic te Ffilme: ta ganm
by rews to impreassions cf where Malec happerns ta bLe living 5
poaren ., Even Chough I"ve polt seep a lot of highesr—ranked zins
sacas rather bharsh. i

#PRBrutus (my contact 1is Jan Ferlinga, Radlijsstraat 11B, 9741 BJ
Groningen, The Netherlands; but he's one of four e-dltu:s-'}, 26—31,
24pp, digest, 26th in BZP'85, no rating. I am not the slightect LAY
gqual ified to pive & rating on a Tins that iz =ntirely _",-. P 4 L=
thoagh the Englizsh puide pPages sShHhou that Bratus ix e T i 1}
sntertaining zine==if you understand Dutch.

@8@Bushwacker (Fred Dawvis, Jr., 1427 Clairidge Rd., Baltimore MD, USA
21207), 1l63-170, 1l4pp., open, 25th in RP'85, B. T he Fe S im d .
variant zine, Bygsh is always ar interest 'n,- resd, WItH nens on Me2n
activities, hobby WS ; andg af COUrse Iots 2 Interaesting
variants.

®***The Canadiapn Diplomat (Bob Acheson, PO Box 4622, Station SE, Edmonton
AB, Canada TGE 2A0), 4-10, 10pp, open, 46th in RP'B5, T. This Tineg
cames into bHeipng slightly before KL, and we"ve besn slugging 1t s 17

Syer SIince. Latest blow Is of cowurse the rating I've just given
Put what can you say about a rine that taoock eight i1ssuss to maks
Fouble-sided copies breakthrowgh. Seriocusly though, this Zine ha
ot of games, lots of chatter, quizzes, and spartstalk. Frepnzis
inder the northern 1ights.

@@@Cathy's Ramblings (Cathy Ozog, 1526 N. Lawler Ave., Chicago IL, USA

60651), 16-18B, open, 1l8pp, 34th in RP'B5, B. Among the khighlights of
the past year for ER has been Cathy’s account of her frip tao Britain,
which I enjoyed. You*ll Tipd Jdiscassians, an international I ttar
column, and some FRP as well.
RERDenver GClopt (Glover Rogerson,31l Cornwall Road, Bishopston, Bristol,
UK BS7 8LJ), 35-42, open, 40pp, 6th in BIP"85, 9. I may never live
this aore down, bat i"» afraid i"m addicted '-f-..: the SHOCK * Hi"P"”P ;

DRa2MA " tyle of E_ﬁ_, Ssven with 1€ Dblatant disreQard oy ChHe pic
ules o Qrammar . Bnd 1t sare would be nice o be abd e L= I 1mad =]
cubrine editor like Jobrn Norris who wanted to ran six zillicen
2y Tine and Just leave s to pablish It all. The amazing par
X = Tovsr hiwmselflr run=s a3 1ot of FEIME S in bBis secticn and s+ill Fra 2
m and anargy ta entertsin his regders with the SHOCE S HogeO 2

4, stuff too.
@e@liplomacy Digest (Mark Berch, 492 HNaylor Pl.., Alexandria VA, UsA

22304.), 89-96, dlgest, l4pp, 8th in RP'8S5, 1l0. There®s very littla
I can say except & dascription: DD runs articles fraom the past

are grouped around the theme of that particular 5 F e Harlk

the round—-table discussion and puts it into the foarth Jdimen

tins, so we can see how Dipsiters thought and fought yeIrs TQO,
rompare o contrast with today®s thinking on the subject. &

Py iad.
@@@The Diplomat (Dave Kleiman, 651 Fenster Ct., Indianapeolis 1IN,

462341, I& 53, dlgest, ld4pp, 9%th in RP'85, 7. This zine rems 2
£ »f games, and also bas a few contasts. Steu =k

> = sppsarad Famw Ciwess -'-:-:w.?“‘fJ = 5 i p"}':!4"~‘""‘ SineE &3
lllnglghiggii (Rlchard Shatp, 27 Elm Close, Amersham BuCRQ, UK HPG SDD],

85-35, digest, 3Epp, 2nd in BZIP'8S5, 10. rhids i without 3

i

o B oo oty Ly
- . = = = - 5 ' |
I Al b e .' 3D e -,' with & plagisrisn sdit
lettars, and thea _;'-.".f_

~J e 2T moF € il
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AREurops Frpres= (Gary Coughlan, 4614 Martha Cole Lane, Memphisz TH, USA
zglle), 43-5%0, digest, 40pp, 3rd in RP"'"85, 10. '
(5 I I SIS 3 .

r o We Il gy

) ¥ o - i J y [ e 10D -
88Q@Evervithing (Bill Quinn, 301 Conroe Dr .., Conroe TX, USA 77301:
published by Dave Kleiman [The Diplomat]), 64-66, recently changed
from open page to digest (which really does uoﬁders for the Eile;t],

1 I‘}pp! 41st in RP' ESJ 10. Thaia: g Ine I L M5 o L e r » £ he o R i
Bill Quinp, # CAVER S Pa e £ 5, - 7 2 & P
4 " ¥ y - - i
r P o g T I & fo 'l
k: = BN
; Eill | : lent TN 1
= J . , 3 e = F = T o L - il 2
L —rything rtainly 2 *3“}’9‘1*; it i suppoased Lo .t I oz
¥ & il ol ST i
4 L= 3 a8 o L= 7

@@@Eggi]«l:tgniﬂ;‘ﬁ Forum l:Gteg E]lis, 700 Rio ©Grande, Austin TX, USA
78701), 12-19, digest, l4pp., 26th in RP"B53, 9. Someday 711 ask Lreg
4 {at sEadd £ = v alang e males fam Presidendla

r Swen  WIthood thes I enjoy watoching the Wit ious
= > = il Al qHorth watching 1 the Istier " Bl s
g ; R e = R ¥ _
Fag il A | i — ¥ | ] FF 12

«s+pol’ 51 Fle (Randolph Smyth, #119-70 Maryland St., Winnlpeg MN, Canada
R2G 1K7), 164-170, open-computer printout, Bpp decreaalng, 15th in

RE'85, 6. Bandalph Swmyth is currently = -_r_'_ £ i o Fesp L [+ F I
F ta® 'ongesft rapping=while in law ool . Al though bhe can”t
e Silawed thes infregusncy 21 ‘,‘ greal regotiatiaonal
jch axsd to be the wain attraction of FEF, I fo) n miss
o £13 _un. ’ The cuarrent highlight I ISESHW, & GamE with F M
Sandal pbh that acarly make up for 'f!'-: w1 ing articles.
@@@F[Qh;uz EJeEf Richmund 3313 Platt Rd., Ann Arbor MI, UsSA 48104),
24, npen pagP, Spp, 13th in RP'B5, 8. Thi i max ity Ehe - £
. = -y s b y: typesat on & manrtey callad, I belileve, |
. 2 WY W Lgams Q3 something. Anvhow, Frobozs has all

# i . T 5 and £ cgccjanal *"Ffable."

_____ v ) F T e d i

@8@8The Camer's Zline (The Cnnnecticut Game Club, Earl E. Whiskeyman, 27
Mark St., Hilford CT, USA 06460), 82-91, open page, 24pp, Jeth in

RP'BS, B. Cf initerest in the past year in [BI has been the gradual
4 ] = & = - g 4y

; & . = 2 ok CaEk FeRiatin T Fal™ ¥ o L AT = ‘ju" gt ian aF Da21pl el

: [ Ll r f §*2r . d .. i 5 ¥, 1 e = = # § %

- . - - e § _— =

JEAmE S, e of whick i SEiF, w& JdontE g P n

#M#Hepscotch (Alan Parr, 6 Longfield Gardens, Tring Herts, UK HP23 4DN),
50-56, until recently open page-now reduced and in three sideways
columns on one 8 1/2 by 11 inch sheet (very original Alan!), the
equivalent of 10-12pp in very Small type., 4th in BZIP 'as, 10. ¥

- ' R R ¥ =

3% L S of bz Atlantic, wWith 3 ,l_- fstory af the =in 0 o
3 Fed 2 : ¥ Uojgos of Doom. dlan i= 2 talenteo FaARE
Hopscaotebh i always f£1l1l Wwith marny interesting 3 o
T ty o iddleman ta eplaxits 7 F A £
¢ o . print the m £ gyt T 3
e r ol ! o N » r = f = - I
£ 1m. Fal Jra

What are people who rely on the rhythm method of birth controcl called?
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@0@IL's A Trap! (Steve Knight, 2732 Grand Ave. S. A3

UsSA 55408), 1-7, digest, 20pp, flirst year, 9,
Tiplosacy, United, and 2t o ynslly Falls
T s ey Ehe - it 13 el l,
rELRg < hobby film Itic, which 2ak 4 S

810 Turwill,
{non- Di

(Bill Becker,
Epp, not ranked

2@@The K-Zipe Efrom Kazoo
49001], 9-18, open paqe,

RP. ’:ﬁﬂh-u tal ! Leagues JF0-oadd
bhattle dip EBill"s 2zine, and though thers i "o
e =2 g il & A By €2 a3 & £to 2 ‘.—-_':‘_;_". i J.'-h"-__- rx 25 L
'lent postal games aut there in cur poll W
inking the X-Ijine & 2
@8@Kaissa (Elmer Hinton, PO Box Letter §, Nashua NH,
diqest, 20pp, not enough wvotes for main 1list R
1iglight in the past ysar has bDes the b ig o0 L
i P 1.uf a virtuaal povice packst in aons lanyg *ft
While I dJop't glways agree wWith Elmer's i
ik ing th _--'"}1— af his News & Uiews section.

Canada M4K 259),

31-35, open,
in RP'8S, 9 1/2. I’ 1ot Jecided yet uhat to i
£ g I gave it & well JSaseryw=d 10, when HFA
b1y ’ 2 2

> e

INE

- £ (Keith Sherwood, 4824 1/2 HMuir Ave., San
UsSA ??IUT}, T7-12, open page, 3pp, l4th inmn RP'B5, 9. '
L = 11 ¥ I It 2wl d b s W ¥ - ! d
y ; p i i;j ,} v 4 Sk -y 5
i J’ " ipi J. - _,: e 4 I .; I y o [ = et E  ¥)
. vz +d ,— atl " — ) , = ’ =

oz,

- .- =

L

Kalamazoo
DI,

" y
= o

™ g eI

Ll = A

s il o - F

hean we Jo,

No. 11
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2@@Magus (Steve & Daf Langley, 2296 Eden Roc Lane #l1, Sacramento CA, USA
95825), 46-54, digest, S0pp, 10th in RP'85, 10. I''m ashamsd ¢ aimit
that I gt this zine and JdJop’t contribute to it' Probakbl g e J
guls hobby news bullsd around, with 3 Jue st ion =re s pon: I
'var that nevar Ffails to ertertains: =yery time [ ad y
: A ot getling some {'.' “?ar in in time. Alsa, b ines =
rzl , and the very occasiaona2l reparts of DafComns 5 I L5y 2
Fr'wm strjchken with Ffeagr thHhat this basgy &l 5Hechn wWashea i ¥ o !
thapy Califaornia rain ar late; bat I"» - he HMag § r
gee {Chris Carrier, 1215 P Street 12, Sacramentoc CA,
USH}, 1-3, open, 8pp, Elrst year, 7. This | Che = i e} Lr 5
g Fae udE, pive them namwbesrs, and rates the fauder 5t o ~ B g
k=1 Bt of # Ffeud weaklfing 1ike ne, but ths humoor i vartih the 4
2aa . i 3 {(Ron Brown, 1528 El1 Sereno P1., Bakersflield CA,
UsA 93331], ?T—?E, open, 24pp, 43rd in RP"85, 9. B | 1
el 1y @y fregquently as 1€t wus=d to, aspparently, bdat F: =t il ¥
fhragrd af its p g wbhat I''wve saen of it's present, I —ai iy b
that the gquaality of HM has mnot been an £ deed d
- tairning letiter alcwer, &3 'f— » ; bures, gapss, f
I = ward g the haobtby”’ ex i B
AR®W (Steve Hutton, 1115 Broadvlew Ave #7711, Toronto ON ,

dﬂpp~—somettmes unexpected]y la:ge,

2nd
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@@eeR:zLel (Melinda Holley, PO Box 2793, Huntington WV, USA 25727),

é 8 open, 9-14 digest (aarggh...),. 24pp in new dlges? Egrmat, 5?;d in
RP"ES5, B. - : iy press in €this = ’ v Mel i i G is=
. 3 i = 7ing ” 1 I - R &4 '_ =
Linda Courtepanche, in whizh tf tall
I 4 . F 2 . o i iz % -—‘ P SR il i ¥
i Noody grnawaoodia Varbally, af courze.
s+*gleeple=s Knights (Dave carter, 118 Horsham Ave., Willowdale ON,
Canada M2N 129), 41-49, open, 8pp, 6th in RP'85, 8. I think G sE€ill
L5 pore DIp pam thaw all the other Canadian zine put togethers
3 &, S praoéty claose to2 it. How Dave it v humowur, trivia,
~ * Bav s amnd baby neRs in cight pages is beyond »e.
¥F#8War & Peace (Derek Caws, Ashby Rd., Loughborough Lelcs., UK . LEll
3UA), 29-36, open, J0pp, Bth in ExP'88, 9. Thix =zioe rans
= 5 ¥ B e, Je#tar o lumn, Dy g 5 f FoCoar NewWs, gl = 0
G -__. 5 j.";'-_"_"f 2w T :’,._.i :,J !___,‘._ & iR = :"__}--;_--- _;_.'_ " ,rl L '.'Jr '-"_"‘J.'_fr"-i::'!i.’lf_;.‘?g
4 5, including Bruce Linsey and Bab O0TDorn=lli.
@E@ngggggi; {Larry Peery, Box 8416, San Dlego CA, USA 92102), n?mbe:s a
bit blurry to me at this hour, digest, mucho, 20th in EP-BS, 9.
; o - rine S I Four tims = 3 year; £ ::'1;‘3' and contains alwsost
ything a sverything Hhat else o= Fo I wsay” Pegrybleakh 15
There once was a man named Parnell.
Who thaught; "They can all go to hell!
"What they do teo my wife
"Is the bane of my life
"And the worst ls, they do it so well."
An Argentine gaucho named Bruno
Exclaimed "There 1s one thing I do know.
"A woman ls fine
"And a sheep is divine
"But a llama is Numero Uno!™
Speaker: Oh my goodness, I've lost my wallet, with 500 in Iit. 1I'11

give £50 to anyone who'll return 1lt.
Voice Iln the rear: I"1ll give $100.

Bobby: My dad ls better than yer dadl

Mikey: NHo he's notl

Bobby: My brother is better than yer brotherl

Mikey: No he's noktl

Bobby: My mom is better than yer mother!l

Long sllence.

Mikey: Guess you've got me there: my dad says the same thing.

What's purple and 5,000 miles long? (Mot my mascullne attribute.)
The Grape Wall of China

Why don't Polacks like M&Ms?
They'‘re too hard to peel.
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POLLTALK soorgge

Thanx again for running "/ Ital and for your insightful comments in
response.,

I have decided not to limit the means by which I'"1ll seolicit ballots
in "86 (read: I may once again scllicit votes by phone, though I den't
axpect to do lt extensively). There are two reasons I've make thls de
cison, which is admittedly not terribly popular. First, there is
nothing inherently wrong with obtalning ballots this way. The argument
yYou ralse agalinst it is that "there's certaln to be a stinK about Jjust
why BRUX didn't want Mr. XXX's vote, etc.™ But this could apply egually
to mass mailed ballots too, unless 1 guarantee to hit everyone (which I
can't). Besides, I want asyore"s vote. My goal is to ensure that as
many people as posslilble are gliven the opportunity te vote. Just because
I don't call XXX doesn't mean his wvote isn"t wanted; iE pecople want to
infer that, I can't stop them.

The second reason I may continue the practice has to do wilh the
current hobby limate. MAs you know, there is a group of people actively
trying to destroy the Poll because of their animosilty towards me. These
people hare been actively urglng others to boycott the Poll, even to the
extent of printing anti-Linsey coupons in their zines. Given that, 1
think I can be excused for taking unusual countermeasures to make sure
such a campaign does mot succeed. In fact, under other circumstances,
1'd probably ~»of¢ take such an active role in "getting out the wvote™,
But at this time, in my attempt to deal with an organized and unjusti-
fied boycott, I ask for understanding and support from reasonable hob-

byists (such as you, Bruce). Fair enough?
On less controversial matters: I have so wolunteers as yet Efrom
anyone wanting to replace Pat Cenlen as me assistant. Are any non-pu-

blishing non-GMs ocout there interested?

Your proposed change to the preference matrix scoring {deriving a
raw score from a zine's record in terms of individual wvotes rather than
agalnst each others zine) is guite reasonable and I'd adopt it if I
didn"t think the current method 1ls egually good. Actually, | suppose
your suggestlion woulk ¥yield a slightly more accurate reflection of voter
preference than mine, but (and this is just a personal preference) L
like the ldea of basing sach =zine's result on head-to-head matchups
against the other zines. This can be likened, I think, to considering a
football team's record in terms of games won and lost rather than total
points scored and y¥lelded. Both methods have lots of merlt; nelther is
necessarily "better™,.

As for people who want to see the order of finish without the pref
matrix; since the modlfied mean scores are given Ffor each zine, this is
easy enough. In £act, I believe that Don Del Grande gave both sets of
"sub-ranking® in {ife of Monty last year -- by pref maktrix only, and by
modified mean only. So no problem. And 1f any "purists™ want to sea
the zines"'" means {(unmcdified), they are welcome to do s¢o by using the
distributions of scores prlnted (ditte anyone who wants the medians or
modes ) .

Your mathematical argument demonstrating that ©Olsen's "nobodies™
didn't declde the Poll's ocutcome was cogent -- I only wish r*«+ thought
to make it sconer! Also, you have demclished the arguments of those who
faulted MNancy for voting . I suppose they'"ll have to look for a diffe-
rent example of a person who "had no connection with Dipcon during the
polling period.™

I''m 5till undecided regarding whether I should print a voter list
(and TE so, whether I should enforce completeness). In 1985, I doubt 1E
many people abstained [for that reason -- most people just dont khink its
such a big deal.

In clesing, hobbyists who want thelr letters prlnted In full showuld
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send 'hum directly to I will attempt to answer letters sent to me
on thils opic, bul will probably not guokte letters in Efull, so as to

keep thi“ relatively briekE.
E f*iaz {ngd the 3 i = T £ ssacally of o &
” r o mrnts fn XIWH™, I® = lazrm * *Fa €
» ; e il rellant ! amn i T Toughlan® =
baolt S WS illed Oonly Yaesterday, ha s Fadup teg rad oo b EBruce® =
r | i afternate rv—prJ: 1Car } Fay faf o ballots £Xr for
youd Fdon®t want fo wor can® t send Lthe=m Lo B LI g I ! an
i i ~heck of £ e wotas a3 f sl t. WaTson®s B PR oy
: - s (noat kis hom. 1A ‘ - 0 B i
P i Carrier respornde with snything, I G ite m
2f 20DT 95 4 st of you Fael the Rurestons poll j in  good
mwents there® a2 sh ¢ response by Bruasx, the L

thiy: o

These "for print"™ remarks are for EXCELSIOR POLLTALK. A cc is

provided to Bruce Linsey so he

Are as I would like to touch on are:

1) Should zines which have folded be eligible?

2) Should the preference matrix be extended or abolished?

3) Should a 1ist of voters be published?

4) How should the Pollster soliclt or accept wvotes?

1) I think zines which have folded should be woted on In the
'n the fimal year of a zine, the most improtant event in it was the

i tself. Were sub balances refunded? Did the zlne come out Ealrly
‘egularly up until the final issue, or just peter out? Did the Elinal
ssue state that it was indeed the Einal issue? Did the GCH of the

‘olded zine Eind new homes for his games?
elate to the fitness of the pubber 1f he starts up again,
o come out in the poll.

i wWere
matrlx
maln
I can

2) 1 personally enjoyed the preference matrix, and 1f
?ollster I would "ignore raw scores and make the preference
of the score a zine gets. A zlne needs 10 votes to make the
which |Is preference-matrixed; a subzine only 5. Therefore
Bruce Linsey's polnt about there not being enocugh of a
universe to make much sense; but even with £flve wvotes, I
there should be a preference matrix.
a listing of how many 10's, 9's, 8's

think

etc... a specific subzine

got. This to me was the most interesting part of the poll document
I might point out that when I first proposed this my Interest
strictly academic; however, since then, I have come out with my

subzine (the MegaDiplimat Iin NFA) and am eligible for the 1986 poll

1) On the one hand, we have those who favor keeping the names of
the voters secret, and on the other, Bruce McIntyre suggested make all
votes public. I Lthink that the Individual wveoter should hawve the right
to choose whether his mname be listed or noft, although T have no
objections to my name being listed this year and I am toying wlth the
idea of making my vote public, with cc teo all zines mentioned.

4) Teo tackle the thornlest guestion Iin regards Lo the 1985 poll, |
think that the Poll should be treated, inscfar as possible, as a glant
jame of Dip (like MegaDip, bul that's not a subject for POLLTALK N
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Questions have been asked about the propriety of voting at cons and over
the telephone,

I don't see anything wrong with handing a wote to the Pollster at a
con, or calling the Pollster and telling him your wvote on the phone.
Why? Because it is accepted practice that you may persvnally wvisil ar
phone your CHM to get ovrders LIn.

On the other hand, I do not think that the Pollster should

telephone pecple to solicit their votes. Why? Because it would be
unfair for a Diplomacy GM, say, te try to call some but not all of the
players In a game on deadline day who have not gotten thelr orders in.
(It is falr, of course, to attempt to call ALL of them.) But in a Jame
of Dip the most potential HNMRs is 7; Iln the Poll. there are 2 1000
potential woters. Unless the Pollster were to call EVERY one of them
(Einancially imposslible, 1 would think, especlially as we don't know
exactly which persons meet the polling <criterion). It may bias Ethe

statistical unlverse of the Poll for the Pecllster to call some potential
voters but not others, as it is obwious that a potential woter will much
more likely wvokte 1f he recelves a call instead of a letter Erom Ehe
Follster.

What the Pollster might consider doing is send a letter to all
eligible pubbers reguesting the sub list, anmd mail SASEs traditlonal
methods of plugging the Poll.

was part of

Fiber Ietter Ffrom Brax deal 'l £ '
¢ iy ¥y v comments, -

1
- W

t to hie by Chris.

Chris Carrier was kind encugh to forward an adwvance copy of his
comments on Pelltalk. My as-yet unpublished remarks stlll stand: I'm
not commltted one way or the other om the guestlon of telephone wvotes
(soliclted or otherwise), I understand that %thils iz not extremely
popular in some guarters, but I feel that so long as there is a group of
people trying te Jfircourage voters, I might as well go te unusual
lengths to =ncourage them. In other words, I think that the general
sltuation needs to be considered.

Moreover, I must rejiterate that there is nothing wrong with wvotes
obtained by phone, any more than there is anything wrong with game
orders obtained by a GM via a phone call. It seems to me Ehat it's the
content of the ballot that counts, not the medium by which the voter
communicates It to me.

’ i yo oe, I e LR £ 2

J

3 w2 I reserve the right to change *=p befors rin=I gkl ing

f 2 I*11 Jo that publically as mell.) For »ay wWrag—oj pmen ta, I°11
g talics, Just in case thaey JonT & turp oot dark Specok

I predict that the poll this year will be a success, aven more 5o
than last year. The results will not be guite as polarized as the '85
poll, and the controversies will not be as great. Bruce may be “orced
to phone a lot of people--if the Canadian Postal Unions declare a
strike, which is agalin (yes, again!) In the news at this writing--to get
the vote out!

The preference matrix, or matrices, are a very interesting part of
the poll. Here's a suggestion for you, Bruce, on how to conserve space,
while making the results readable. Why not make a 2-D table for the
preference matrix raw sceores, and follow it with a preference standings
chart. Let me glve an example, using data Erom elght wvoters for three
zlnes.
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MHame of Fictitiou=z Zine A B C o] E F G H
Albanian Albatrosses T 2 10 3 9 10 8 4
Bulgarian Bilge 6 10 8 7T S T 3 10
Crimean Cartoons L) 6 4 10 T 1 & 3
(= e nc
AR BB cC
AA b 5 6
BB 3 WK 4
cc 2 3 x K
: tandl| = h E
Zine Won Lost Tied Individual Voktes Pref Score
AR 2 0 0 11-5-0 10.000
BB 1 1 0 T7-8=1 S.000
cc 0 2 0 5-10-1 0.000

Thisz way, you'd get all the results from the preference matrix in
an easy format, both for reference and for printing {ne Etriangular
distance-chart-like monsters.) Also, the total individual wvotes are
tallied. Yes, I admit that your comparison to a football team's record
gave me this idea, but T think Lt might work out well. The Preference
Matrix part has a minor weakness Iln that you can't show tiles, but each
entrey might be two numbers, 1llke 4-1, meaning 4 wins and a tie, or
something.

I think most hobbyists trust that you won't use the phone terribly
much . How about printing out with the list of woters an indication of
how many votes were by personal centact, how many by phone, and how many
by mail. ¥You might even give some sort of prize for the most unusual
method of getting the ballot to you! I think all concerned agree that
there'= nothing wrong with phoning in your wvote. I'd even say that most
believe that you won't abuse the phone in getting out the vote, and L
aqree with your rationale for delng that last year. This year, with
less organized opposition, I hope that there'll be a corresponding drop
in the use of the phone.

In any case, you surely know by now that it's your decision to use
the phone, and you will take the heat for it in some of the hobby press,
whether justified or not.

This may wvery well be the last Polltalk, so 1let's conclude by
urging all reading this to vote in the hobby's most popular and most
organized zine poll. I assume that the promotional material will be out
soon, and you'll see rules and ballots In X[ as always in am upcoming

issue.

Returning from her business trip, Johnny's mother was askling Johnny what
had happened while she was away. "Well,™ said the 1liitle boy, "one
night there was a blg thunderstorm, and Daddy and me slept together.®

"Johnny!" corrected his attractive young nanny. "Don't you mean
daddy and 72"

"No,"™ said Johnny. "That was last Thursday. I'm talkimg about
Monday night.™

We are evolving slowly into a stronger race. Consider: twenty years ago

it took two people to carry 810 of grocerles home. Now a typical
five-year old can deo it.
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ITHREE WAY STANDOFF INDENMARK

Italy declares New pRresidenT

ALBINONI Dramatis Personae

ALBI!'JONI 85 AA
|, GM: Bruce HMcIntyre, 6191 Winch
5] St., Burnaby B.C., V5B 2L4
:5 %
o ammils 1T ENG:Bill Shirley, 618 Main

W7 Lesewsesannes

i

S8t., Yarmouth NS, BS5A 1J9
FER:Charles Arsenaulkt, Veoie Du
Car D*"Ox 27102, 1348 Lou-
vain-La-Neuve, BELGIUM
RPUS:Kevin Brown, 100 Patton
Dr.,; Warner Robins GA, USA
31093
TURiMelinda Holley, F.0. Box
2793, Huntington WV, UsA
25727
AUS :Michael Ditz, 5785 Danube
Way#C, Orlande FL, USA 32807
ITA:Lynn Torkelson, 992 Rose-—
dale RAd NE. Atlanta GA, USA

| FRA:Ron Krukowskl, 5339 W.Ed-
dy, Chlcago IL, USA 60641

Summer 1903 Retreats: ENG6: F Nwy r Nth ITA: F Ion r Nap

NEXT DEADLINE (Winter 03-Spring 04) is Friday, April 4, 1986-=one day
eaclier 1Ef phoned in.

ENGLAND E_Ska-Nwy, F Bar S F Ska-Nwy, A StP-Mos, E_Nth—Den

GERMANY A Bel-Ruh, A Mun-Boh, A 8Sil S Fra A Boh—-35al, A S Ra A Mo
(mowving)d), F_Bal-Den, .
RUSSIA A War-Mos, A Mosk-5StF (BOOM’), F_Swe-Den, A Nwy % A Mos-5tF

TURKEY A Bul-Sewv;, A Sev-Mos, F Bla C A Bul-Sev; F EMe—Ion, F Ion—Apu
AUSTRIA A Ukr S Tur A Sev-Mos, A Gal¥—-Har, & Tri S A Bud-Vie, A Bud-Vie,
F Gre S Tur F EMe-1lon

fraLy A Tunk-H, F Ven—Adr, A FPie—Mar, F Nap S F Aeg-—Ilon (»no s4ch unit)
FRANCE A Boh-Gal, A Tyr—Vie, F TyS—Tun, F WHMe S F TyS—Tun; A Bur-—-Mar

PRESS:
GM: 1'd llke to thank former Itallan presldent Steve Dycus profusely and
publically for resigning -- and not dropping -- the way it should be
done . Steve gave me advance warning, a good reason (declining
gquantities of spare time), and submitted final orders for hls country.
I only wish more (including mys<lr in a few cases) would £follew his
example .
The replacement is Lynn Torkelson, 992 Rosedale Rd NE, Atlanta GA, USA
30306. For his role as a standby, Lynn will receive all pertinent
issues of XL, free until the game |s over, providing he doesn't reslgn or
drop out. Welcome aboard, Lynn, and best of luck!
Mupich—Moscow: How about that!

Germany—Hustriga: Je ne t'al jamals promis un jardin de roses.
Macsstrogs retreats for next times:

atls: A Gal r (Bud, Rum, OTB)

ITA: A '!un‘. A T 18 PAQE 23
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BEETHOVEN

THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK
England back up and now IN

BEETHOVEN Dramatis Personae

OM: Bruce McIntyre, 6191 Winch
St., Burnaby BC, V5B 2L4

ENG:HMitch Wageler, 3623 School
Ave, Vancouver BC, Canada
V5R S5N6

GER:Mike Barno, 2811 Robins
St., Endwell NY, USA 13760

RUS:Plerre Touchette, 1 rue
Georges, Masson PQ, JOX 2HO

TUR:Alan Stewart, T02-25 St.
Mary St., Toronto ON, M4Y 1R2

AUS :Robert Acheson, c/o Echo
Bay Mines, Lupln NWT, X0E 1MO

ITA:Melinda Holley, P.D. Box
2793, Hunt ington WV, UsSA
25727

FRA:8teve Cooley, 3551 Casamia
Ave, Palmsdale CA, USA 93550

NEXT DEADLIME (Winter 03/
Spring 04), is Friday, April
4, 1986--one day earlier i1E
phoned in.

: FRA: F Eng r OTB (»no retreat recieved)

HEEIHQEEH__liﬂihﬂ_____j;ﬂLlﬂﬂi_ﬂzﬂszﬁ

ENGLAND A Nwy—StP, F Eng—-Bre, F Nth S F Swe—Den, A Lon—Wal, F Swe—Den,
F Bar S A& Nwy—-S5StFP

GERMANY A Hol S5 Fra A Bel, A Sil S A War, A War H, A Lva-StP, F_Denk-Swe

RUSETAH F_StP¥X H

TURKEY A Rum S A Ukr, A Ukr S A Mos, A Mos S, F Aeg doubly ordered,
F Bla S, F EMe S F Aeg—lon (no suach legal ardapy)

AUSTRIA A Gal-Si11, A Tyr & A Vie—Boh, & Vie—Boh, A Tri 8 A Tyr,
F Sre—-Alb

ITAaLy A Pie—Tyr, A FRom—Apu, A Ven 5§ A Fie-Tyr, F Tun—lon

FRANCE NHMR ! ! A Pic S, A Bel S, F Lpl S, F MAO S

PREES:

GH:I'"m a bit surprised at Steve's NMR, as he's normally a rellable

player. I hope the recent tragedies in Callformnia had nothing to do

with this. In any case, the standby is Chris Carrier, 1215 P S8St.12,

Sacramento CA, USA 95814. Chrls escaped the aforementloned tragedles:

at least I think so; a letter I got Efrom hlim recently mentioned nothlng
of them.

While I"'m here, and it looks like I'we got space, I'l1l just explain
some of the notation above that might be confusing LEf you don't know my
personal system. The letter 8§ means S5tands, and impllies that the unit
was unordered: 1 also use H for ordersd to hold. OFf course, if there's
more after the S, it them means Supports. A dollar sign (%) means a

— Page 24




exc els ior ' a@gwnown-—;ééﬁ@eg'allued

suppl ies OWNEHSHIP DF CENTHES support was cut; any other

reason the support falled will
result in an underline and an

GAME:BEETHOVEN 19%5 AB explanation.
post- FALL 1903 ml::!: 2 n:m-:l;tl té::tlgr:l
su or on -
ENG NDT@TUHKEYTNE'UTHALS (@] Elgsnt orders given to the
Edi (E) E Ank (T Bel (€] F same unit lmply which of those
EIE gg'" ::.. ; g:n: E | orders is meant to - be used?
GBEM.%&H@AUSFH‘!{AS Gre (Al A in?:u'i‘i;";f'dxf”"thﬁuliﬁiﬁ;
r G)g ?:'Idsﬂ?i ngv(:‘; g’ is yes, which I doubt, we have
Mmtﬁg G Vvie (A) A Por (F) F a problem, and to avoid
RUSSIA © ITALY 4 Rum(T) T delaying the game, I'l1 Jjust
Mos (R) Nap (I) I Ser (A) A say now that the effect would
"; € Rom(1) 1 Spal(F) F be a Turkish F Ion, and the
S T) T Ven (I) I_ Swe E; E Itallan move Tun-Ion would
War (R) & FHﬁHCEE@ Tun (1) I then not succeed. 1f anyone
Bre (F] E \F GERMANY refreals] waNnts to make orders con-
Mar (F) F Y etl ALl 1 uch a change
Par (F) F M""“Hd flnaanal‘dn:sa:m Mel inda gﬂ;
: . Alan, both GM/publishers, will
Su lie OWNERSHIP OF CENTRES | be able to tell me if I'm
' pp S wrong, and act accordlingly.
GAME: ALBINONI 1975 AA mﬂf‘_—ﬂiﬁz_. Sofr; :‘::nk::‘e e
post-FALL 1903 cn-Lnicatiun: chaos relgns
ENGLAND4 TURKEYE DR S . :
Edi (€) € Ank (T) "EL?'F{'&"E : A ERNCRASE A RSN
Lime:
ll:gl.l E}E ne I? _ wn ;‘;; GER: F Den r (8Ska, Bal,
GERMANY 6 &) ﬁﬁ%lﬁS@ GIG{;‘)H Kie, Hel, OTB)
Ber () & Bud (A) A Hol () & RUS: F StP r (GeB, Fin,
Kie &) ¢ Tri (A) A Nwy(E ) R OTB) not +eo impertant .. ..
Mun (&) & Vie (A) A Por .-..-f F
RUSSIA 3 ITALY 3 Hum-lﬁ; A
Mos (R T R%m I Ser (N)N(» 19037)
® € (DI Spa(r)F
T) Ven (1) I __ Swe (R)R
War (R) R FH#.NFFE] f:@ Tun (D F
If AUSTRIA re- D@ If ITALY retreats
ol (F) F .
._.I‘P!‘h: E':ra‘la!" p.r (FJ E ATUH‘.“ must re move

Sue lay sprawled in sweet exhaustion on the bed

: . d. Beslde her k
clgarette, was Mark. The minutes passed. Flnally, she tur;mzmt:rnqhi;
and sald, "My mother always told me to be good....was I[7?%

O0ld Lady to Cop: I've been attacked!! I['w
g M- e been attacked!!

0ld Lady: Twenty-seven years ago.
Cop: Why ya telling me now?
014 Lady: I like to talk about ‘it once in a while.
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host-Winter 01 SUPERBOURSE! particlpants

MB: Mike Barno, 2811 Roblns
St., Endwell NY, USA 13760

RL: Rob Lowes, RRF9, Peter-
bourough ON, Canada K93J &6X1
SP: Sean P. McGonigle, [ Back
to:) 44B Kelwvin RdA.,
Papakura, NEW ZEALAND

SM: Simon Matthews , 432 N.
Dollarton Hwy, HN. Vancouver
BC, V7G 1Nl

CH: Conrad Minshall, 3702
Tarragona Lane, Austin TX,
USA 78727

R8: Richard Sharp, 27 Elm
Close, Amersham Bucks, UK

-1 HPS& 5DD
. BW: Bruce Waddell,; 4247
“H Winnifred, Burnaby BC,
41 WV5J 285

HW: Mitchell Wageler, 3623
School Ave., Vancouver BC,
Canada V5R 5N6

ENGLAWD SM builds F Edi, F Lon.. Has F Nth, F Nwy, A Hol, F Edi, F Lon

GERMANY MW builds three new armies. Has F Den, A Par, A War, A Ber,
A Mun, A Kie

RUSSTIA RS removes F Arm. Has A Sev, F GoB, A Lwva.

TURKEY RS builds A Con, A Ank, F Smy. Has A Ser, A Bul, F Rum, A Con,
A Ank, F Smy

AUSTRIA MW retreats A Ser—Alb, builds A Tri. Has A Alb, F Gre, A Bud,
A Tri

ITALY BlW builds F MNap, A Ven. Has & Mar, A Tun, F lon, F Map, A Ven

FRANCE HNo adjustments. Has F Spa (sc), A Por, A Gas

PRESS:

GH: On the map this time, fleets are designated by circling the letter
used. The simple reason for this is that the major complaint about XL's
maps Is neot that they're toe small, but that the letters, when
handwritten are hard to read. The drawback to using letter press sheets
is that you go through a lot of sheets using just AEFGIRT and nothing
else. The only solution is to use letter press strips: but
unfortunately they aren't avallable in lower case.

Claude Gautron expressed interest Iln thls game, and Lt appears he will
join next time, so If you want to conduct any negotliations with him, his
address is 150 Rue Masson, Winnipeg MN, Canada R2H O0H2. Claude hasn't
directed any of the money he's sent to the Superbourse game yet, but hls
Sub credit is enough to keep him going for awhile.

I hope nobody minds too much 1f I make a very minor rule change. As
pointed out by two of you, it is rather dAifficult to plan much L€ you
have to give up 13% of your shares per year, so for all Winter periods,
there will be no obligatory offers regquirced of the majority
shareholders. Another reminder: the player who holds the least numberx
of shares In the country with the lowest SC total after Winter 1902 (and
all subsequent Winters) forfelits his shares, and those shares change
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colour to the country Iln the lead, and are sold by the GH at the next
Bourse period. All tles will be split evenly, and non-intaegers will be
rounded up, so 1f three people each hold two shares in the two countrles
tied for last place, one share will be confiscated €£rom each.
Complicated? I thought so.

Conrad Minshall, Mlike Barno, and Rob Lowes didn't send in orders, but
since they had no orders to send, it's kinda difficult for me to HNHMR
them. Maybe they Jjust dldn't wanit to deal.

SUPERBOURSE Total Credit: $149.B80
Current --—---— Current share= owned in----- Total Total
FPlayer Credlt Cash ENG GER RUS TUR AUS ITA FRA Shares Assets
GM B5.66 0 0 . 0 0 0 1] 0 0 85.66
Sharp 24.00 1.36 258 86 48 160 16.83
McGonigle 6.00 1.19 Z0 10 5 35 5.04
Lowes 10.00 2.81 1 10 10 4 27 55 T.23
Barno 6.80 3.49 4 5 5 ] 19 5.61
Matthews 35.00 15.06 91 25 46 162 29 .36
Minshall 8.00 5.85 5 18 23 7.54
Wageler 40.00 2B.26 EE 11 47 8 132 41.99
wWaddell 20.00 6.01 5 21 19 115 17.62
Market Prices 17 17 13 11 18 17 13
Actual Value / Share 0,7)] 2.85 6.42 2,85 B.57 0,71 6.42
Ihe Stock Exchange
ENGLAND Offers: Nona. Blds: SM(9 at 15). Result: N¢ =ales.,
AUSTRIA Offers: MW(95 at 17). Bids: SM(5 at 12), RS(48 at 18). Result:
B8 buys 48 from MW gt 18,
GERMANY Offers: MW(&66 at 17). Bids: SM(5 at 12). i k2

RUSSIA Offers: MW(ll at 12), SP(10 at 15), RS(1 at 13, 25 at 14).
Bids: Hone. i :
FRANCE Offers: MW(8 at 13), 8M(36 at 12). Bids: HNone. Besult: Mo

gales.

TURKEY Offers: BW(l at 1). Bild=: SM(5 at 12), RE(1l5 at 20). Result;
RS _buys 1 fxom BW at 11.

ITALY Offers: BW(91 at 21). Bids: BW(9 at 17), SH(5 at 12). Besult:

Ho sales., unsurprisingly.
Deadline for Spring 1902 is: Fridavy., April 4th. 1986. D'ya think Lf we

have a relatively simple sltuation (say 3 or less adjustments/retreats)
next Atumn/Winter, we can go on right through to a combined
Autumn/Winter/Spring? If not, we could be here a while. Let me know.
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MosTt of The Post

For this edition of Hoss of The Posxé, we have a guest typist (of your
letters at least), Nancy (anti-Significant Other) Hurrell. I am adding
my comments (and cutting where neccessary) after all the pertinent
1Fttﬂr€ hawve bPPn typed though the miracle of word processing.

ERH MoSONTS FThank For your Ietteyr of 25 January. Mo aone has e e
il lad my 3 -‘.‘ ';;'e-?-."';-:.'-_.sf,«— * before. Quite a buzzx’ in actual fact,
ry rtrained, and mare Epglich Ip sound than =
pifees S v wery nasily, alimozt lTike SAussies. I hope to have
F i = ix Air Saupply shartly. I will forward them
; tEYe; I was waiting to seoe what you alresady had. Hilh luc
E T W hortly MNancy. By the way, you sp3ke very well-Bruo
 EFE T 1f yau souldnt s€tring = s tence toQethar .
g Fresch pa ks it Fdifficult to S=t€ "F'-.""-'rE' carrect tepse —
> 7 4 He Jidn®t print the zine yot”, QF coarse we

" o AR maEwsyr mipnd.

MH: First, I like the way Aussies speak to such a point that 1I"ve
trying to talk the same way. Secondly, I don't know who teld you that I
was French but they were (or he was) wrong, I'm an English Canadian and
will remain so for the rest of my life. My last name is "HURRELL".
BM: By which I assume she means to imply that Hurrell is an English
name, a fact I know by now after hearing it 20,000 times. Nancy 1ls so
bilingual it hurts my pride, so I viciously cut her down when she makes
the slightest grammatical error. I'm beginning to like some of them,
though. Among my favorites is "Did you like it, the supper?" But I
must admit that Nan's wirtually undetectable accent goes unnoticed in
Vancouver, which is rather multlicultural, with Italy, India and China
leading the way.
HAYME MITTAL: As yod mil notes from the letterhesad I have mwsd . I
d o have notified you »—:EFII =r but your address got packed anway and  is
-1k starags fn Prince Gearge with ths r-:-_-:'t‘. of py Iife. My mail
=mher Just caught up with me yessterday It m FUr s it WaF
that I have received me forwarded mail this Gquickly fmom
g and thank goodness NL #2 I in L I i Fra e yiour
ress an Ffile (sapsthing I aswally do right away but didn*t) so0 I will
1t ISy you widh the rest of the mailing list when [ move again. He have
sold owur hatel In Wells and are now staying at L= family farm Just
s ide of Dawsapn Cresk Ffor the time Leing. I am» dealipg on several

GEher hotels =0 we will be moving a&g9ain, hat whepn and where is still ap
In the ajir. I would love to gt into & game right now since I hBave laotls
> v tIme oan my hands bhat I do not think I shoald wantil I get

finzsd focation. I wogld hate to get Into a gamse and havs SYEr yone

fins Beczuss my maidl takes Fforewver to find me,., At any rate T think

7 b best if I waited. A= Ffor & Iist arf my preferaps
~x2lly guits bBard o put Jowun. You e 1t would Jdepend on the groap

4 ples that i I playing with. Irr I was playing with a
syperisnced group I woeald not want £o spoil the game for them Ly making
¥ ook is mistake". On the ather hand I liks to bs i the thick =2
Ehings 2 1t were. If I was playing by Ffirst gaps wWwith less experilepced
plaiyers who wowuld not be offendsd by By novice bBlunderings [T w}u! o like
2 more Jdewanding role, I think the best thing wowld bes to frast to your
Judgement 35 to what showuld Le sy First coupntry and 2o from theres. I
Wwill he more than happy wi1th whatever youo
aming by mail iy somsthing that I have trisd before, partly
3 r fthooaght T waaltd po '_‘ fTike thHe mail o the tempas of the
o f partly ! guxe I Fid not bhave to a5 I always had a2ppanents ¥}
{2 hat I am a I=tf .-' 2lider my : T hra s Improwed . 2 & m
vy Torswasrd €to mail gaming 25 I be at it will 31 1o ez
v B g £ the =% 37 My L1 e '.‘?'-
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2 § Faming i 3 =5 I T= X seos iving LEIOR
3 f 1t a TS a5 It -l = 5 . I i ndd it vor ] I Itte
Fdly most Interesting. I' 42 bPowcver bave ope Jue s f 5 % kb
Fimazt o powering Ffixation o soccer about? I oo have e smal 1'
@ tr @ask now that I Lthink abowuld I1t. fFf you kpow 2f or In tihe Ffaturs
Yt Anaw of any individaal or gQroup that gams Cany Fame ) by ms:l
I9 you pegse gt me 3 contact pname and address.
BM: Something tells me you'*re going to 1ike the "minl-Zime Register®™
listing in this issue. There is so much play by mail gaming going on

now that it's getting hard te separate the Diplomacy heobby €£rom the
hobbies based on other games; Erom what I've seen of the British
situation, they seem to have all but lost the distinction: several zines
there run one game of Dip and lots of other stuff.

The overpowering fixation on soccer is about soccer. What can I
say, I"'m a nut. I remember sending two preference lists In for my first
game, based on the GMs estimation of the experience of the opposition.
He figured (gquite correctly) that they were all relatively new, and gave
me my first cholice, Germany. Unfortunately, they were all very good
rookies, and I was eliminated in short order. I'd advise playing your
first game as England in your Eirst game: mistakes are mnot guite as
costly; with all that water around you can wusually recowver int time to
salvage something, and the neighbour situation is about average, though
of course unigue like the other six. You'll see=, therefore, El
preference of EXXXXXX beside your name in this issue's new game. OK?
PIERRE TOUCHETTE: Thanks EBruce for putting m»y rame for EXPO TBS. Yaou

praobaioly know that I had plapned to go to B.C. in the suswmer to study
Fonpglish but [ really don* ¢ know iFf I will be able to go. It Jdepends oan
sany tHhingF..a. BEest’!

BM: Y'all are welcome to stay, but our place is not terrlibly spacious:
unless you !ikes curling up with 100 1lbs of zines and bedposts....

MAQLCOLM EMITH: Thanks eyvspr 50 mach Ffor the xyn wrapper/addfress lablesr’
il s, that*s all that ary fed this m®marning. It I oZud T that the
fgialr Post OFFfice has Ilost the contents af the wWrapper. Therefors,

i ppr 1ats anather attesppt at mailing me a copy. But, pleas=, for

1" s sake make the binding a little stronger as the Belgie Post Office
'y 3 bupch of apss from the Iocal T £o performs the sorting =

= ol s T ook ing fordard to reading the xy»n X t playing amn the

] ernational Qame.

BM: The list of people who lost their coples of XL#S due to postal
incompetance 1s nmow wup to about six, including Larry Peery, Bill
Shirley, Jaap Jacobs, Richard Sharp, Scott Hanson, and now Malc Smith.
This issue looks like another biggie. 1 better buy some staples. By
the way envelopes are too expensive for my blood, at these at local
prices, but 1 may start using them for overseas shipments. Eigh....

K ENM PEEL:Thanks (for the Expo info. Susan (wy sigrnificant other) and I

bsan thinking of taking a traim trip across Canada Ffor soms Lims .

she can gat time oFff we may s you In late Augoest’ Im any case, sfas
you at Diplan, =h>

NH: T wonder i{f Susan thinks she is a "slgnificamnt other", I know I'm

NOTI!I! |

BM: The rantings of an overworked typist: please take them in fun! I

thought "significant other™ was unigue and rather quaint (I may be
misusing this word in order to avoid using the only other I can think of
for this situation: cute) myself. Does Nan feel she'"s an Iinsignificant
other? Probably not. Will I feel significant pain shortly after Nan
reads this? Rather likely.

STEUVE ENTGHT: Publishings a bitch fsp®t it? I know I'"m gQaing though a
1t of post-adolescence drop In Intensity as the newnsess wWaars aff and
It F e L Definitely nat 3n eary burden *o i ssumead .

b e hrat Wwe most, T UPPOIES -

BM: Publldhlnq, to me at least, is only a biteh when you're mean ing to
get it done, but have to console yourself with excuses. While you're
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actually doing it it's always fun, to me at least, and this has always

offset the hard work invelwed. But I sure wish I had time to £ill aut
mor e of the backs of maillng covers though.
AILLEASE HNICDLL: Many thanks for the latest Excelsior, and the note on
WY E D pey, A note of puzzlespent regardi) 2= .-'_‘-,.-. Yo :;n:,*t ixsue 7T of PoW
Fore Issue S. Well, you're about to find ocut, unless youve worked it
5 yorurself - ER L) if nat, With your well pabl icised sileuthing
b il it iws, why notl The reasaon is quits simple you see. With issue &
coaming In at a3 total of 72 pages, and a postal charge aof 92 2 pancs,
praning charge af 59 pepce plus the snvelops at 2 pence, I " decided to
send 0 by sarface mail ratsr thap by air. A saving of 42 pense, in
faot, which ,_'h 2 Phandfut oF Amer 1SS0 &5 d Canadiamn trades mESAN T E]
- F f gquid saved. Issue B was mailed to yowuon IF0th December, again
& e, since 1€7= 3}; 2 pages, plus a loose subbers fist. Not
that we have many laoose ut-aa:rjb-sr;_’ Issue 7 was I:;hfi‘} smaller, sa I
capt At irmail. I think you saild previously that you Jidp*™€ wmind ifr
FlireE WaEdF sent sar-face. I'f you were playing In a8 Qame, or are Stayve

-

S e ar Simon Billepess, or get the ISE link sorted out, G are

speccial , Ehen I sepd the zine out by air.

{ hoape yau have had a good festive season. I went awver to Deraek

Sutherland®s for the Mew Year, and a friend of his had JAdiscoversd an
ez pzan football in his Christeas stocking. S0 with a few friends o
threw It about a Dit. It was definately chilly, resualting in wus JoIng
I g 3F rumnning plays, since we coualdn” t feal the laces with frozen
4 PEFS . Derek =ended wp covered 1in pud and grit — we were playing an an
*all wsather®soccer pitch which means cinder/fgravel, rather than, grass’/
't was good Ffaun thowugh’’

Hith the cowmpoater aon [ Ffind I can”t have By Ftered M rad o e 3]
s imce there®s a lot of interference — a trifle annoying.

The 12 Days of Christmas yowu printed in XLP. I have seen it before
praobably In 2 student ragmag. Do you bave ragmags? They are Jdone by
maas o2l the Universitiss in this countrye. The EStudents Charities
Cwopmittee Appaints an editor to collect sexist, racist, reade and the

somsthiIng?

g ianal amusing Joke or cartoon. Sounds Iike being =] zine editor?
e s are thep pablished in & rine—shaped/sizred booklet adrn soald €a the

neral public, th=s praofits goling to various charities. My collectiaon
vos next to the XLls in the bookcase — maybe this tells U

- P ¥
aig R D5 & d

Vgorra” iz the Ragmag of Glasow University, and in it*s forst 24
i, the Charitiss* Ctétes have given aat in excess af £500,000 ta

hupndroeds of Fifferent charities. Most of the Jokes are recycled Ffrom
yemar ta ysar, and from ragmag to rageag. Howsveyr there arese sope ragmags
1l freagd the sver 50 Jangerods line of sexism amw raciswm, resalting In
them baing banned. Qis - the years; there has besen a 2 Jdegree aof
~lraning=up an a resalt, and in general they are less offepsive pow than
they were, say, ten years ago.

Mext, the World Cup. Scaotland ares thers too, though only after a
5 gple against Australia. Mind you, they wve landed in a Jdifficalt
g e p Hest Germany, Urwaguay and Denmark. It s probabl y ger i te apen,
thaagh, since 211 of the teams cowuld gualify if they put their »2inds too
it Scotland have suffered in the past since they tended to slip up
igadnst teamps they were sxpected to do well against, yet play out of
tHes skins agaist the Brazil’s of this world. Only time will tall if
thay can get past the first round this time. I hope they do.

Eriefly, & comment for Palltalk? I, persopally wouald be against
talaephone woting. Hhat proof i1s there for the Poall caustodiap that the
parsan vating by phone, ds in Ffact who he says he 1s5. Unless, thes poll
custadian iy willing *5 pay the sxpense of returning the call to check.
I - s .;J i .--__; the hobby 17 Jdishopest, B t the temptation is always
oy 2 . Similarly, I"d object ta carnvassing af votes by telesphone . In
£ yEry, the hobby is generally regarded as the POSTAL hobby, and
PEog s nWilling o dipgloms =i the phones LZines a3re s2pt =123 -
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