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Excelsior 1ls a postal gaming zine dedicated Eirstly to the game of
Diplomacy, copyrighted by Avalon Hill in the U.S8., and made by House of
Games above the line. It 1is published every £five weeks, barring
disruptive acts of God, Canada Pest, or Extra Strength Tylenol. Any
resemblance this paragraph bears to actual law-abiding statements
reguired of professional magazines is purely colncidental.

Sybscriptions Dept.:; 3/52 In Canada, 60 cents cash (70 cents
chegue) in U.S8. funds to the U.S.A., and $1 Canadian to anywhere else.
That thia amounts to about 50% of the cost of production doesn't seem to
bother the edlitorlial board Iin the least, so we'll just hush that matter
up and tread softly.

Editorial Correspondance Dept.: Well, you could -y checking the
address listed after the letters GM in the game reports. Fallling that,
Ery 6191 Winch St., Burnaby BC, CANADA V5B 2L4. As long as you do not
make out the letter to 8.C. Chang, It will be received 1f the Post
Office decides it's worth delivering.

“Yeah, surgrrrre,,,,." dept,: Next issue of XL (#13) is due in the
malls by May 27. Don't count on 1t though, I'm flying to Toronte that

dayl
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If I ever figure out what I did to my printer that made it want to give
up printing im English (at the moment it is amusing itself by
punctuating my text wlth characters at random), I'1ll be able to put this
issue out, but if it's abnormally late (as opposed to the wusual seven
day wait), there you have my excuse. IE it's not one thing it's
another, and I don't even own a typewriter anymore (I traded the thing
to Ron--my former roommate--for his B&W TV set.

Which brings me to another new item at XL headguarcrters. At this
moment, I'm looking at yellow letters on a purple background, with light
bBlue borders. The black and white TV has been switched with the rented
colour one and I feel like Judy Garland opening her eyes to the land of
0Oz, Wow! HMaybe I should start working on a TV Dip Board, with all the
colours of the pieces and everything!

Surprlse of the month (perhaps of Ethe decade) was mlcrocomputerc
hater Richard Sharp (Polchstgss) buying a snazzy new computer/word
processor, and using 1t to print his zine almost immediately. I counted
about 5 different typefaces, all proportionally spaced and typeset, with
much expertise in the use of italiecs, boldface, and double width
printing. All this after Dolchstoss had spent time ranting on about how
word processors tend to slow down zZine producttion rather than speed
them up! More surprising than the fact that Richard had actually bought
a WP was the guickness with which he seems to hawve grasped the skills.
Well donel

I am beginning to seriously contemplate- one {(not both) of two
changes. Flest, I want six weeks between deadlines for XL games, except
for the internatiomal games. Five weeks is too short, as 1 newver get
orders from all (or even eighty percent) of you in time, and because of
the geographical situation, I feel obligated to contact you, which of
course takes time and money if there are 4-5 sets of orders missing.
The BEETHOVEN holdover is good evidence of the problems I'm golng
through with the geography: I[t'd be so much easier {f I lived in the
east.

I'm also thinking of goling the route of Europa Express and
a* + that is, keeping the games going by flyer, but only
dolng a full-fledged lssue when T have the time, money, and workling
equlipment. I personally don't llke this as a "solutlion™ to the lateness
problems I've been having, but 1f I do go back to university this fall,
it may be the only way XL is to survive. My consclence would forbid me
from neglectlng the subbers for two game deadlines Inmn a row, so you
needn't worry about mlissing XL for too leng. I think one of these
solutions would allow me to Keep the zlne going now as my spare time is
starting to diminish. Let me Kknow Yyour wviews: 6 weeks between
deadlines, or irregular issues with games by flyer?

The Excelslors hockey pool team squeaked into silxth place (the last
playoff spot) with a penultimate week wvictory over the second-placs
Dirty Dozen. We now are playlng the No-Names in the first round of -~
peol playoffs, which use the NHL stats from their first round. I hawve
four Washington players, and two each from Calgary, Minnesota, Los
Angeles, and Boston. Unfotunately, L.A. didn't make the playoffs, and
Bengt Gustaffsson of Washington broke his leg in the final week of the
regular season, so I really only have nine players: Gartner, Haworth,
and Christian of the Capitals, Linseman and Simmer of the Brulns,

Clccarelll and Bellows of the North Stars, and Tonelli and Mullen of the
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Flames. By next time I should know how they did.

Here are my predictlons for the baseball season:

 MW.L. A, L.

East West East Weskt
NYM CIN NYY SEA
CHI 5D DET KC
STL ATLA BALT CHI
MTL LA TOR CAL
PITT HOU BOS MINN
PHIL SF MIL TEX

CLE OAK

No. I'm not going to comment. We'll see how it goes.

When I was younger, I used to enjoy playing manager in those

table-top statistical replay baseball games. I had Jjust encugh
imagination to make a private little baseball drama out of the numbers
generated by the dice, and at one point I had a league golng. Now I
have a computer program that does the same thing, only better. If a

batter hit a home rumn in the dice games, you'd simply mark up a HR on
yvour sceoresheet and try teo imagine him running around the bases. In the
computer game, you actually s=2 the pitch coming down the alley, and
then you see It fly through the air, the outflelder running towards the
wall and only when it sails inte the stands do you know a hom rum has
been hit. Not only that, you canmn have the computer make the decisions
for the opposition, or just watch the computer play one team agailnst
another. About the only thing you Jon* ¢t see 1s the pltches that do not
produce a result of some kind; thus, you get on the scoreboard (which
doubles as a play-by-play annoucer) messages llke "Oglivie will be taken.
cut..." (batter is replaced by pinch hitter from dugout) "Brouhard |is
the new batter..." (pitcher winds up and delivers) "the 2-2 slider™
(batter connects) "a fly ball te deep right. Jackson is golng £for
it..." {(ball salils owver fence) "Nol It's outta herel" This takes all
of thirty seconds, whereas the real thing might take two minutes Jjust to
have the pitcher heave four pitches over the plate so the count could
get to 2-2 in the first place. It takes about 20-30 minutes to play a
full game, and is every blt as exciting. You feel more like a manager
if wyou don't have to keep in mind dice probabllities.

Once I realized the capabilities of this wonderful program that I'd
bought in Seattle last year and confined to a shelf while I played
joystick-coordination games, I immedilately formed a league using the
teams on the disk that comes with the game. (I'm too cheap and
distrusting of the mails to send away for more team disks.) So here are
the standings Iin the Micro Baseball League so far.

AL Division NHL Division

Team W L Pct. GBL Team W L Pct. GBL
*8B2 Brewers 31 .7150 === *75 Reds 4 0 1.000 --
'7T5 Red Sox 2 2 .500 1 '63 Dodgers 31 .75%0 1
oofSll 'B3 pricles 2 2 .5on 1 "82 Cardinals 21 .667T 1.5
'6éB Tigecrs d 1 .E%7 - *79 Plrates 1 2 .323 2.5
"73 Athletics 1 3 .79 2 "89 HMets 1 3 .250 3
'80 Royals 1 3 .250 2 ‘80 Phillies 0 3 .000 3.5

I'm managing the 1982 Milwaukee Brewers, because that's the team I
know the most about, Vancouwver Canadians belng the triple A farm team of
the Brewers. My only loss was a 2-1 defeat in 12 innings to the "68
Tigers, but with a league like that, things are not going to be easy.
The schedule is 32 games long, four times against division rivals and l
twice against the rest. I'"ll keep you posted Iin future issues.

1 went to see Wrestlemania 2 last Monday, on closed circiut TV, and
it was well worth it. Hulk Hogan successfully defended his title
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against 458-pound King Kong Bundy in a cage match. Bundy had to go
through the door sideways to get into the caged-up ring. The British
Bulldogs took the tag team title from Greg "The Hammer™ Valentine and
Brutus Beefcake, in another lightmning fast match that went toe about 10
2-counts (egually distributed to beth sides, perhaps suggesting that
Valentine and Beefcake will be back for revenge) before the Bulldogs won
it. The 20-man over the top rope battle royal was won by (of course)
511-pound Andre the Giant, with William "The Refrigerator™ Perry about
6th, forced out by Big John Studd, then pulling Studd ocut after him,
proving that battle royals really do have no rules. The Pacific
Coliseum was packed with 10,000 screaming wrestling fans for the event,
all of whom got thelr money's worth. And Efor those of you who think
it"s all fake and therefore not worth paying good money to go and see:
you're half right. It's about as realistic as a soap opera, but soap
operas have been running for years now, haven't they??7?

At this precise moment, I'm 10 days late, and new developments in
the "what the §5%& is wrong with this #§S%ing thing?"™ guestion have
surfaced, enabling me to tell you that this will be mailed two weeks
later than it should'wve been. (Just why I'm giving you informatiomn that
is probably obwious to you by now is not gulte clear even to me at the
moment.) Since you are all probably seething with rage at this
inconaistency, let me give you The Excuse for this time:

As mentloned above, the printer did not work whenm I asked it to.
When confronted with a problem like this, the mind boggles. How ecan I
get it fixed Iif I'"'m not sure what's wrong? And how do I even get game
results out if T haven't got any means to print them out, since I don't
own a typewrliter? It wasn't wuntil last week that I declided (with
considerable desperation) to try some experiments with the system (as
suggested In extremely wvague language In one of the users manuals I have
in my growing collection). I disciplined myself to think 1like a
computer, and narrow the source of the problem to as little a range as
possible before deciding what exactly was the best course of action.

There are four wires leading from my power bar: to the printer,
disk drive, TV, and computer. The outlet-computer line passes through a
thing called a power supply, but since the computer works £ine,
cbviously there's mo problem there. The disk drive works alright, the
TV is fine anmnd dandy, and the printer's built-in self test works
perfectly. Thus, I reasoned, the problem must be with the passing
around of information between these three sources. The computezr-TV
information is fine, and contalned in one cord that concerns no other
component. The only other cord is called a serial bHbus and has a few
parts. It starts at the computer, and goes to the back of the disk
drive. This cord is symmetrlcal, it doesn't matter which end goes Iinto
which component. Alsc, the disk drive has two serial bus sockets on the
back; agaln, 1t doesn't matter which one the cord goes into, because
another serial bus cord goes into the other socket from the printer.
So, I loaded a file into the word processor program, turned off the disk
drive, and unplugged the serial bus from the computer, and dlsconnected
the printers serial bus cord from the disk drive. I then plugged this
cord directly into the computer, and everything printed hunky dorcy.
Thus the printer and: it's assoclated cords were not at fault. This
left the disk drive as possible sources of the problem. I plugged the

serlal buses back lnto the drive, but this time I plugged the computer |

one into where the printer omne had been, and wvlice versa. Now nelther
the printer nor the disk drive would accept any commands from the
computer . Thus it became apparent that the one socket at the back of
the computer was not receiving the information properly, and simnce this
is such a simple repair job that the fix-it firm may screw up to the
tune of 3 weeks like last time, I'm going to put up with the problem and
make sure everything's perfect on the word processor first, then rewire
and print everything out next. As I say thls should be out early next

PAqE cont. p.7
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About ThaTt lAasT IssueE....

XL number 11 was not a fake, but it might have been better if it were,
Let me take up some space here and tell you Jjust what went wrong last
time. If you're thinking of publishing, this is probably what you want
to avoid.

We start our post-publication disclaimer with the CoOVer. No,
Patricla, there's nothing wrong with the cover, except the background
colour. It"'s red. Again. I have a box of o0ld XL's that eventually
Wwill £ind their way to Simo B8illeness's zine bank, but before they do
I'll swipe a few complete s s and keep them for reference. With three
red issues, it will confuse the matter somewhat. What happened is that
Nan went to the printers and went out for dinner while the zine was
being copied. My rule, when I go there on Sundays, is teo patlently wait
with a newspaper, book, or sometimes a Beethowven tape, until Chris Buck,
our printer, is ready for me to get out my cheguebook. This reguires a
lot of patience, as sometimes the job can take a £few hours, but my
presence there can sometimes prevent errors from occurring, and keeps
the job going. Unfortunately, the zine wasn't completed until Wednesday
last time, so Nan had to go to the printers while I worked. They're
much more crowded on the weekdays than the weekends, so I don't blame
Nan for leaving for a while.

Now we come to the page numbering. Luckily, XL boasts {(though not
too ocften) the largest page numbers in the hobby, so I can't imagine
anyone being mislead by the insertion of page 29 betwixt pages 3 and 5,
and, to balance the ineguality, the subseguent appearance of page 4
between pages 28 and 30. I rather liked the sentence "Could it be that
WASA iIs growing llife around my gaming time®™ (page 3-29), but the simple
fact is that the person who took the s=ingle pages té the printers put
two of them together incorrectly. After the single pages are reduced
80%, they are then taped together (cover with back cover, inside front
cover, with inside back cover, etc.) and then reduced 80% agaln before
the mass copying begins. Of course it helps 1f you get the left one on
the left and the right one on the right, but I'm sure the crowd was
gquite a distraction for Nan, and guite frankly I'm relleved that she
didn't make any further mistakes.

Yes, the layout is awful. The reason for this 1is that I had a
really wonderful issue In single pages all completed when I discovered
to my dismay that there were 34 pages. At BAM Tuesday morning, after
slaving over a hot disk drive for five straight nights, I could not even
think about creating enough material to £ill two more pages, so I
chopped two pages off, as neatly as I could. Let me tell you, I'm not
much of a surgecon. It appears I chopped off a whole page of =zine
reviews (you guys didn't really think I don't get any zines whose names
start with 0, P, or Q, did you? Well, maybe Q:..:.); and part 2 of From
The Podium. The £f£ormer chop ls defilnite malpractise; the latter may be
a lucky break, as on rereading Part 2, I f£find I don't really want to
print it this time to make amends.

Those of you who wrote to scream about the hideous guality aof the
italics have a point, but a closer Inspection of the zine (and the last
few issues) would reveal that te be a ribbon problem, not a printerx
problem. The itallcs for the games, spacefillers, and directory page
are guite legible, because I printed them after I changed the ribbon.
The mistake was Iin not getting Nancy to ask Chris to turnmn a switch on
the photocopler for the lighter pages. In any case, I'm going teoe start
figuring on one $15 ribbon every two issues, and change rlbbons Jjust
before printing the final coples of things so the print stays dark.

There are a few problems with the games, except (amazlingly enough})
for Superbourse!, but I'll go into the specifics imn the game reports
themselves.
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Now as we'wve got through all that, what did you think of the last
issue. I stlll domn't 1like |it. Taking out the musical excerpts
dissappointed me more than I thought it would. This undoubtedly was due
to the poor guality of the substitute spacefiller. Those jokes sounded
a lot better when I typed them up at 3AM! HNow they look way out of
place. However the problem with the music remains: there are maybe 20
readers who can read music, and out of those maybe 5 who have any chance
at naming the excerpts I include, which uswally translates to 1 or 2
guessers, those only when the guesser ls certaln. So we'll change the
rules a bit. The excerpts In this issue are all from ragtime
composiltions by Scott Joplin. Only the melody line is included, and
they have all been transposed to the key of C-major (or its relative
minor) . Joplin's music wusually formed itself into groups of
sixteen-measure themes, repeated in one of the standard ragtime forms
(ABCDA or ABACD or some such). What you have throughout this lssue is a
typlcal passage from one of these themes, and as usual you get £two
issues if you can tell me which rag any passage comes from, but there
are five issues to be divided among any person who can tell me which two
excepts are from the same rag. Identify them by the pages they appear
on. ©Oh yes: since I've given you such a big hint this time, to get two
issues for identifying Ethe excerpts, you can't have any Incorrect
guesses. Can't have some smartass gquessing "Pineapple Rag™ for all of
them, and getting two free XL's just because I included it.

DIPGAB continued

week, but I'm not certaln at this point just how much it'll slow me
down, so wish me luck....

By the way, I haven't sorted the mail yet, but at this point it
looks to me as though there may be a few NMRs, and at two weeks after
the deadline I'm not doing any phoning for orders. I've groused about
the postal service for leng encugh that you should know by now to get a
set in early, so you're not caught later. Apparently some of you need a
harsh reminder of the disadvantages of NMRing, becuase, except for a
very few cases, I never get orders from anyone until two weeks before
the deadline at the earliest. NHR insurance costs 32 cents {l4 cents,
apparently, inm the U.S.) and consists of a short note with orders -and
the phrase "I got the zine today." And don't try telling me this iE
your postmark is within 10 days of the deadline. If that's the case,
you should have phoned much earlier.

Conrad van Metzke's Costaguana has been seeking (and apparently
obtaining) 9-digit zip codes from all players, leading me to wondex
whether it wouldn't be faster for you all to send me your new nine-digit
anes . It would appear to me that the first five narrow the address down
to one speclfic city or suburb, whereas the last four probably enable
the post offlce to put the letter Iin the correct mailbag much easier.
In Canada the first letter designates either one of the ten provinces or
a territory (Yukon or Northwest), and the remaining five alphanumeric

characters pin it down to one slde of a street. Everyone im the 6100
block of Winch St has V5B 2L4 or V5B 2L5, depending on what side of the
street they're on. So you can see how much faster it is for the Post
Office.

Page 7




No.12

excelsior
!_EGBRECON 86

nobody minds too much 1£ I begin my obligatory article on
‘LepreCon '86 with a general apology. I"'m sorry. Why? Mostly because I
find I can't remember all the names of all the people who were there,
despite the fact that I had a great time. This doesn't mean that they
were no more than opponents In my memory: we shared the good times more
in casual conversation than in games. Nor does it mean that I don't
remember anyone who attended: many of the 20-cdd pecople 1 spent the
weekend of March 21-23 with would be exceptionally hard to forget.
There's just a few (more than a few, regrettably) people whom I can't
fit a full name to now, an”~ for that I feel a bit ashamed. I think 1*11
bring a guest book to all . ns from now on: but then what do I do when I
get to my keyboard and £in: a name I can't put with a face? Eh?
Whatever. We tried a new approach this year in getting to the
infamous site of LepreCon, which 1I'l1l go into later. Buses from
Vancouver to Seattle have been dropped in freguency since DipCon, and
the fare has gone up 66% (though lt may simply be that the American
prices hawve risen at the rate of inflatlon while the Canadabuck has gone
down the tollet), so our only cholce was between a 9:00-12:30 ride, and
a 5:45-9:50 ride. Our Seattle-LepreCon chauffeur, Terry Tallman,
suggested that we try the esarly ride, and since I've gotten into the
habit of staying up at least that late (till 5AM), I saild sure. This
was a good move, as we got there before dusk, making Joan & Ken's house
rather easier to find.
First surprise: the Vancouver bus depot doesn't open until 5:30 AM.

Our taxi got there at 5:15, and we shlivered for a few minutes, more In
excitement of the trip ahead thanmn from the cool temperature. I should
mention that Nam and I had both worked the Thursday evening, and
although Nan had tried, we both had falled to get any sleep all night.
It sure was nice to be able to stay in the bus at the border crossing,
but I guess when there's only seven people in a bus it's a waste of time
to get them all off to go through customs. I remember golng through the
Manitobas/North Dakota border with about 30 people on, and not having to
get off, but usually on the Vancouver/Seattle run you're asked to get
all your persconal belongings and face the customs people, so it was a
pleasant surprise.
Anyhow, we got Into the Seattle depot at about 9:45, and were off

by lL0:30, with Terry driving, and a fellow named Rich (whose last name I
can't recall) completing the foursome. I fell asleep hearing Nancy tell
Terry and Rich how "it never rains like this in Montreal®™, and "Don't
you people ever get snow In March?"™ I have this knack of waking up
whenever the wvehicle I'm travelling in stops (acgquired no doubt |in
early-morning bus rides to UBC), so I got up Jjust in time ko eat Just
south of Portland (I thimk), amnd again teo hlt the latrines near Salem
(approximately). From Albany (where we got off Interstate 5) to
LepreCon, I claim to have beean awake. We stopped Just short of
Philomath, Oregon to plck up some coffee for Terry and some drinks. I
made the mistake of buying only one 6-pack of Pepsil, which was downed
before going to bed Friday night (though I accounted for only 2/3 of the
six). Anyhow, a guick drive through Philomath, and we got to Wren,
which is about three houses, elghty yards of roadway, and a taverm that
looks like 1t hasn't poured a drop of anythlng in years. The officlal
LepreCon turnoff is about a mile ocn from the Wren clty limits. Compared
to last year, when Terry and I negotiated this stretch of the world In
darkness, this years scavenger hunt to get there was made simple by the
daylight still remaining. We arrived at about 5:00, nearly running over
the dogs that covered the car on three sides while announcing our
preséence.
Among those inside were Joan Extrom, Ken Corbin, the infamous
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Samantha, Kewvln Tlghe, and Bob O0'Donnell. There were a few others to
whom I can't fit a last name also. Joan delivered on her promise of a
private room for Nan & I, and we unloaded our stuff there. I must have

passed out for a bit at that point because the next thing I remember Iis
two tables of hearts (for some reason the number one game this year)
shortly after the arrival of Michael Lee, Mike "T-Bone™ Ehli, and (how
'bout this, Russ?) Diplomacy's living legend, Russ Russnak. Hearts |is
not my game. At one point I was lectured on card passing, as though I
were a beginner: "Bruce, don't pass low cards, they're wvaluable."™ My
theory on hearts ls that 1f you can't pass all your good cards away, you
may as well keep them and hope you get a shot at taking all the polints.
Unfortunately, I do this far too often, and my Bridge traiming gets the
better of me, so I forget to throw high cards on higher ones, etc. A
typical midgame score had me Iin the fifties while the others were
pushing twenty.

Another game we played was Can't Stop. Joan & Ken rumn the only
household, I'm sure, where two sets of this simple but addictive game
are owned. The game board has eleven lanes for the numbers 2-12, with 3
spaces in the outside lanes, Increasing gradually to 13 for the 7-lane.
By rolling four dice and splitting them into two pairs, you have to move
in at least one of three lanes. Thus if you were working om the 4, e,
and 9 lanes and you rolled a 1-4-6-6, you'd lose all ground gailned 1im
that turn, since you cannot make any of those numbers with any two of
the dice. But you can stop and mark your position at any time, if you
feel a bad roll coming. The flrst thing I did with the computer on
returning home was to create a program to figure the easiest and worst
three number combos to work on. Interestingly enough, almost any
combination gives you better than even odds to hit one of your numbers:
the worst combo, .2-3-12 (or 2-11-12; same odds) has a 56+% chance of
crashing. The best combos are 6-7-8 at 93.0%, 5-7-8 (or 6&-7-9) at
91.4%, and 4-6-8B (or 6-8-10) at 91.1%. There's one other combination
above ninety percent, and the first to name it (or its inverse) gets
three free XL's.

Another game I enjoyed after initial disaster was Empire Builder.
I enjoyed this game so much I'm almost ashamed to admlit 1 own a Rail
Baron set. In Rajl Baron, a roll of the dice tells you where you have
to go to collect yer dough; in Empire Bujlder, you have nine <cholces,
and you not only hawve to go to the place on the contract card, but you
have to bring them some commodity or other, which is only awvailable in
certain other clties. In BB the track is all laid out to be bought up;
in EB there 1is no track: it must be bullt as strtegically and
economically as possible. In EB, you roll the dice to see how far you
move, and a bad run can cause opponents to travel at six times your
speed. In EB, speed of trawvel depnds only upon the type of traim you
have: there are no dice. You can see which game has a higher percentage
of skill wvs. luck. In the £irst game, I stranded myself by building
track that I couldn't use. But there was a rematch Saturday night, and
although the game was not finished (I doubt that six-player wversions
ever do), it was an eye-opener for a guy who thought Rajl Baron was the
state of the art. Silly me.

Early Saturday afterncon, Russ Russnak introduced us te CIRCVS
MAXIMVS, a Roman-age chariot racing game, as only a Russnak would.
After we'd set up our chariot's characteristics (I had grabbed the
orange counter, and dubbed my driwver Orange Julius , we one by one moved
them out into the front stralghtaway. It was then tnat Russ made his
move, driving over horses, whipping opposing drlivers, ramming chariot
carts, and causing general havoc that to our dismay turned out to be
what the rules were all about instead of what the rules were trying to
prevent! This was a four player game in which all four of us were
managing two chariots. Russnak had strategically created one
guicksilver charlot to win with, and one goon chariot to prevent the six
others from coming second!! By the backstretch of lap one (out of

PaqGge




exeelsior = No.12 =

three), my other charlot, Red Pepperius, was In grave danger of losing a
wheel, and Orange Julius was forced to manually cut an outside horse
loose (because it had died at the relentless whip of Russnak's Captalin
Innocent]). I remember that one of Russnak's charlots won, but I think
Terry started attacking the goom, and I don't think anyone else survived
the three laps.

Also played on Saturday was a full game of Win, Place & Show {a
horse racing game rot outlawed by the SPCA) between Nan, Kewvin Tighe,
Ken Corbin and I. This is an excellent game for novices, as the first
two races contribute wery little to the final outcome , as the purse
money increases steadily for the final four. In the second race,
however, we all but prowved that the 20-1 long shot, Peace Corps, is
overrated on the tote board. MNan guided him through the inslde track on
the turn, and got three separate bonuses of three sguares, but he still
finished out of the money. It was in the third race that Nan made her
move . Ken, Kevin and I bid highly for the three favoured horses, and
Nancy bid aggressively to get the three longshots. Nancy's horses were
three lengths behind coming out of the f£irst turn, but she got a good
rell and blocked all three of our horses in the backstretch, then
escorted the three longshots through the inslde track on the clubhouse
turm for a 15-1 odds wvictory, which somehow she had bet on heavily.
From that point on, Ken declded that the best strategy would be to bet
on one of Nancy's horses (he always got the wrong one, though) and Kewvin
and T could only watch In awe as she beat the hell out of us for a large
wictory.

Don Tinker arrived with a freind of his on Saturday afterncom, and
what I guess was a near-perfect game of Diplomacy, a Eour-hour seven-way
draw, was played on the back porch during the afternoon. After supper
(a seven-nation feast including English tea, French bread, German beer,
Italian Spaghetti, Austrian -astry, Russian dressing for the salad, and
some Turkey. Yes, some Turh : r. If this husspus stuff that Steve Hutton
hates so much is Turkish, I glad nobody told Joan...), there was an
informal vote. MNancy had been telling everyone what a messy person I am
at home, and the motion to make M Bruce do the dishes (moved by Terry
Tallman) was carried about 17-2, with myself and Nancy opposed (she was
concerned for the dishes).

We tried a game of Scruples on Saturday nlght, and the game is very
ingenious, but unfortunately sagged because we didn't really know one
another well encugh te accurately predict a response. Also, there
wasn't enough lying! The game has a massive deck of guestion cards, and
about 25 answer cards. Your job is to get rid of the five guestion
cards originally dealt to you face down. On your turmn, you plick wup a
guestion card, read the guestion, and then get an answer card. The
answer card says Yes, No, or Depends. You then read the guestion to
somebody in the group wyou feel will match the answer. If his answer
matches the one on the answer card, you have successfully gotten rid of
that card. If not, you can eilther accept his answer, or challenge. You
then have a minute to argue agalnst his answer, followed by his minute
to defend himself. Then the players vote, using the delightful wvotlng
cards that have a pltchfork on one side and a halo on the other. (This
seems to be a possible weak polint: why should the other players wvote in
favour of a player trying to get rid of his last card?) The guestions
range from ethics to manners to etiguette to "make up Your own
guestion." As Mlike Lee explalned, a No answer card and a make up * sur
own guestion makes for unusual guestions: Your neighbour®s house is
baurpning dowe . Flames engulf the snétire house, buat he and his famil y
hawve escaped 5a& f-E'Iy. Do yoiu attewppt to sawe Che screwdriver he borrosed
yesterday, trapped in the basement Inferno? Try to answer Yes to this
one and win the challenge....

After Scruples had dled down with no clear winner, another shot at
the charlots was started up. This time there were enough players to
restrict things to one chariot apiece, with new faces like Bob
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O'Donnell, Michael Lee, and Mike Ehli im the arena. The early leaders
were Orange Julius and Mike Lee's Kid Flash, but it was not Orange
Julius's day. ©On the first backstretch, Captaln Innocent killed a horse
and racked up a wheel, and while I tried to cut the first horse free, he
killed another. But Kid Flash escaped, and suddenly Russnak was giving
tense instructions on the damage we would have to do when The Kid came
around again. Ehll and O0'Donnell were the first line of defense, having
been dismembered to a max of five sguares per turn. A little further up
the track were the two remaining horses of Orange Julius, and then the
duo of Kevin Tighe's horse amd Captain Innocent, who would administer
the death blow If all worked well. Kid Flash was shaking in his boots,
but managed to make it past for the win, running over top of Mike Ehli,
who had pushed the eject button and was frantically fleelng the acrena.

The LepreCon Chinese Checkers Challenge was played around 11PM,
between Nancy, Joan, Mike Lee, Kevin Tighe, Bob 0'Donnell, and myselfE.
Along for the ride via long-distance telephone was Gary Coughlan, who
heard a blow-by-blow description of the game, including a zround of
applause as Nancy found an amazing serlies of Jumps that took her from
the point nearest her to the opposite end of the star, wvisiting almost
every place possible in transit. Joan was the first major threat, and
was stopped by Mancy's sacrlflcial block, thenmn there was a threat by
Kevin, stopped, again by Mancy, and finally the turn came around to me
and I saw an unstoppable seguence, which made me the winnec. After that
was the six-player Empire Bujlder game which was abandoned at 4AaM, Jjust
when I had two loads of Efruit for Montreal and Toronto, and was about to
make a financlal breakthrough. Oh well..

Going back to the Friday night, for a moment, at about 3AM, which
was apparently two or three hours later by Russ Russnak's clock, a
certificate attesting that he was still up at that late hour. Actually,
he was the most lively of all of us. At least while he was asleep.
Saturday morning there was a ruckus about who was making all &the noise
just before we all passed out. HNHan & I had heard the noise, but it
appears we were partly at fault, because we couldn't stop glggling. Why
were we giggling? To discombobulate some famous lyrics; the house was
alive/ with the sound of Russnak’ At least on Saturday night they put
Russ behind a door in a room somewhere, so you couldn't hear him unless
you triedll

I slept too long on Sunday morming, and Orange Julius didn't get
his chance to win the dreaded bottle of Diet RC, the first prize of the
CIRCVS MAXIMVS finale. {Rumours that the second prize was tw2 bottles
of Diet RC are greatly exxagerrated.) I watehed long encugh to see Kid
Flash killed off before he got inte the first turn. This was guite
enough blood & guts for me on a Sunday morninmg, and 1 retired to the
front room to play a mindless but peaceful game of Cap't Stop. While
this was happening, Jim & Linda Bumpas arrived with a wan stock Eull of
Computer games, computer, and two kids, Aden, 3, and Erlc, just about to
celebrate his flrst birthday. Miraculously, this volatile mixture made
it to LepreCon from Eugene unharmed, but the computer and games were
useless anyhow, because Joan & Ken don't own a TV. ©Ooops.

Samantha, like last year, was overjoyed to see that she was biggerc
than somebody, and immediately taught Aden how to jump from chalrs onto
teddy bears. Meanwhile, I spent some time banging plastic blocks
together with Eric, who at nine months looks Jjust 1like a real
leprechaun, with his red halr amd cheeky smile. I succeeded in keeping
the Herf ball out of this smlile for ten minutes of mutual goo-goo talk,
and then it was time to get golng.

The trip home was interesting in that we missed the turnoff to I-5,
and decided te catch it at Portland. I had a wvague memory of the
highway system through Portland £from the HMIntyre family ¢trip to
Disneyland 15 years ago, and what I remebered was getting lost 1iIn a
compl lcated system of stacked-up bridges. (The trip to and from
LepreCon last year had avoided all this trouble by taking the by-pass
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route. ) I suppose many of you think nothing of three-level freeway
bridges, and off ramps leading into the wild blue yonder, but around
Vancouver we tend to keep our roads as simple as possible. Anothec
interesting polnt came when I realized that we would get to Seattle at
about 7:30, give or take 10 minutes. Our bus was scheduled to leave at
T:30. It came down to whether or not the 38 miles to Seattle on the
distance sign was to Seattle city center, or to Seattle city limits.
Luckily, it was teo the city center, and we arrived at the bus depot at
7:25, and were home in bed by 1AM.

No con report would be complete without the inventory of what we
left there. I left all my keys on a St. Cloud-Winnipeg Greyhound, and
HNan left a large coat at MinnCon. This time, I took back everything I
took down, but Nan says she left a towel there. Oh well, sShe can use 1t

next year, I guess!

fronn kihe poediunn

[There follows an editorial revamped from the one I edited from last
issue when time was short and space was tight. The reason Lt was
revamped was that lt was wvague in its crlticsm, controversial In the
individuals it accused, amd did not offer a posslilble solution or better
way. You can declde for yourself whether this one lives up to the high
standards of that last sentence.]

I"ve come to the conclusion that there are three things that delay

Excelsjior.
One is the bad feeling I get when it loocoks like a game is about to
be s=poiled by countless NMRs. A few phone calls usually takes care of

this problem.

Another is simple procrastination. It's not particularly dlfficult
to do the work that goes into the making of XL. But if I realize that I
won't be able to play a certaln computer game thils weekend, or work on a
personal project, or have time for Nan, Lt makes lt rather hard just to
get started.

A third is when I take stock of all the different things I've been
asked to do In this issue. I don't want to put anybody off, but why
should I plug your zlne, poll, event, or whatever 1t 1s that you want to
see on the pages of XL. Maybe a guy who ls only wup to twelwve ilssues
shouldn't be saying this, but I think we'wve got enough zlnes. I think
we've got too many polls. And ratings don't really mean much to me;
other than simple facinatlion that anyone could have the guestion "“what
makes a Diplomacy player good" reduced to a simple mathematical
egquation.

I counted the number of pages I got that I was asked to reprint as |
inserts in the last three months. It came to a whole issue of XL (which
I'm funding, at current subscription rates, about 50% of) worth of
Diplomacy junk mail.

It occurs to me that the flyer people could save themselves and a

lot of publishers money Lf we had a Hobby Jumk Hail Custodian. This
person would have a twofold job. First, he would be in charge of the
hobby census. Second, he would reprint and send out a collectlion of

junk mail to the hobby at large, at the expenses of those who wished to
advertise their schemes/polls/events/deals/games/etc. in it.

Because I don't see why I should use my money to publicize other
pecple's schemes, Especlally if other publishers are going teo do Lt Efor
me . Call me greedy if you want: I call it thrifty.
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POLLTALK

[Nothing for Polltalk! this month other than one letter from Ken Peel.
I'd better point out that the letter is directed at Bruce Linsey, so you
know who Ken ls referring to when he says yowu.-BM])

I feel that I agree down the line with the position of McBruce. I
have no problem with a listing of those who participate in the poll. |
have been convinced that my lnitial misglvings on this issue last year
were unfounded. The one very serious objection I have the way the poll
was conducted last year was with the actual gglicitation of wvotes by
phone. The actiom might appear less dubious In 1986 than in 1985,
becuase you will not have a zine in the listing (although amn wunscien-
tiflc opinion, I would guess that the "Runestone effect™ would be even
greater In telephone votes -- I would be interested to know if you ewver
speclflcally asked for someone's vote on ¥gD Iin a telephone vote), but I
am still convinced of the basic unsound nature of the practice. That
fact is revealed most strongly im the fact that you Justified your
inclination to continue the practice because of the need to counter the
effect of those who will be attempting to convince others pot to vote in
the peoll. With the feud pretty much wound down, I feel that you are
overestimating "the threat"™ (a common practice by the Department of De-
fense to justify guestionable programs). In any case, the guestionable
practices by one party hardly justify the same by another. The basic
issue seems to me whether you intend the Runestone pell to be closer to
an opinion poll or an electlion. Only Im the former can telephone
solicitations be an acceptable practice, and then only if conducted
sclentifically. To poll by phone scientifically, you would either have
to call everyone eliglble, or conduct a true random sample, neilther of
which are possible in this case. There s a difference in kind between
sollcliting by mall--really only an Jjovitation to wote--and soliciting by
phone--which except in a few rare occasions, would actually be gbtaining
a vote. If, however, you lntend the Runestone Poll to be as close to an
election as possible, which appears loglcal to me, then telephone
sollcitation 1Is even more guestionable a practice. The election
authority must only reglster possible voters, not call them £for their
votes or solicit them door-to-door. Getting out the wvote is something
that Is legitimately done only by political parties. The analogy here
would be with hopeful zlnes that plug the poll and energetic publishers
who try to get out the vote from among thelr subbers. Mot a pretty
sight LE done by the neutral election authority.

[Ken, without any lntended offense, let me say that what I've just
typed will guite likely set the XL record for post-inserted conditional
hyphens . That means that I'm golng to have to put conditional
hyphens--break with hyphen if at end of line--in all of those blig words,
#0 that my word processor doesn't leave large spaces in the
Justification process. In any case, I'm sure Brux's response will
appear here next time.)
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JOCKTALK

[Though there haven't been any responses yet, I would hope that
JOCKTALK is to become a regular feature of XL, focussing on the worst
gquotes from the sporting world. Example: Howle Meeker's oft-repeated
claim that "any NHL coach whose team allows more than three goals a game
should be fired.™ If you look at the final WNHL standings, you'll see
that Philadelphia had the f=ewest¢ goals against, with 241 in 80 games,

for a 3.01 average. Should we flre '"em all, Howie?

Quotes should Include who sald them (doesn't have to be
famous--local broadcasters often have the best fumblemouths), the ewvent
concerned (teams and date) and the sport. Three free lssues go te the

best of the bunch each time.]

If only George Carlin was a sports reporter! JOCKTALK ! would be
filled to the gills all the time. Because you didn't send anything 1in
for this feature, I"11 give you an idea or two. Let's start with some

zany stuff from an old George Carlin album, which, although completely
fictional (and perhaps slightly misguoted), should start things off with
a bang:

"Biff Barf here with your sports report; here's the basketball
scores: 103-97, 132-121, 111-86, and 100-98. Close one there. And
here's a overtime score: 121-119.

"In golf today, Gary Falrway shot an eagle, two birdlies, and a
duck .

"One aftermoon baseball score: Minnesota 4, Cleveland 2, Kansas
City 1.

"Recapping college football from last mnight, William & Mary 16,
Danny & Louie 12. - Cal Tech 14 point S5, M.I.T. two to the third
power ....and here's a partial score: Penn State T."

A recent Tank McMamara strip has a beautifully appropriate theme.
The whole strip consists of one box, a picture of the inside of a TV
sports coverage van. There are 4 TV sets on the side, and one of them
shows an announcer saying "To win the Masters, you'we gotta put the ball
in the cup.” The reactions to thls beautiful statement by tThe
techniclans inslde the wvan range from "brilliant!™ to ™"guick, make a
copy, S0 I can save it for my chlildren." Too bad it was fictional.

Then there's the sports announcers all owver North America who tell
us about WHL "overtime ties™, as though a tie camn be reached without
going to overtime. Redundancy.

It surprises me to see the amount of basketball coverage on the
American stations in the first three months of a new year, as though
hockey (which, with curling, skiing, and figure skating, dominates the
Canadian sports reports) just doesn't exist. When you do get hockey |1t
is sometimes so blatantly erroneous it's amazing. A Seattle sportcaster
once described fifteen seconds of film of a Boston/Montreal game by
first mispronouncing Jeff Courtnall's name, then telling us that the guy
scoring the tylng goal was Larry Robinson (rlght) of the Boston Bruins
(dead W#S%&ing wrong). Robinsn's only been with the Canadiens for, aoh,
ten-odd years. Jheesh.

John McKeachie of BCTV sports uttered the best lilne I ever heard in
instant sports reporting, and then made it a recurring gag. In a
Vancouver /Detroit matchup at the old Olympia lce rink in Detroit (before
the new Joe Louls arena was built), a Vancouver player went down with a
injury after being hit by a shot. As we watched the replay in slow
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motion, John sald "Looks like it hit him...xright...in...the..."™, and
then it became clear that the Vancouver player had had his bell rung .
McKeachie never missed a beat. He sald "Hit him right in the Olympial™
From that point on, for years he would substitute the name of the
facility whenever anybedy get hit in the balls during a live sporting
event. It didn't even matter what sport it was, soccer, football,
hockey, whatever,. "Hit him right in the Coliseum."™ O0Or "Hit him right
in the Spectrum." It was funny, brilliant, and best of all, safe--no
more going halway wlth words like "groin" or phrases like "had his bell
rung", "hit him where it counts", "right in the five hole.™ It was left
up to the fans imagination Jjust wh=re the player had been hit.

During last year's World Series, the most hilarious play I ever
witnessed in that sport occurred. With a speedster on first, the
catcher signalled a pitchout (which means that they throw the pitch away
from the batter to give the catcher a better chance of throwing out the
runner-—if he's trylng to steal). Unfertunately, the pitcher thought he
meant fastball. As the 90MPH pitch came hurtling for the strike zone,
the catcher, still thinklng pltchout, got wap and stepped cwut af ifs way,

leaving the uwmpire, wunderstandably petrified, behind ths plates’’ The
Eunniest thing was watching the whites of the umpire's eyes as he
realized what he was in for. Whackl t Even in slow motion, I'm sure 40
million male sports fans groaned in compassionate agony. In the

highlight package on the news that night, they showed it again in slow
motion, then cut to McKeachie, who loocked at the camera and said, with a
straight face: "Hit him right in the stadium."

Postal Clue4

Meanwhile, iIn the Pestal Clue game, strange and unnatural things were
happening:

Steve Dycus had just returned from the Kitchen. He was wisibly
shaken. Here he was, ready to tell everyone the big secret about where
all the food had come from, and it turned out that somehow, a&all the
kitchen cupboards were bare, when only minutes before they had contained
a hearty supply of junk food. The thing that was bothering him was what
was in the frldge. He made feeble motions towards the £fridge as he
returned to where the others were. They waited and waited, but no guess
was Fforthcoming, and finally the wimpy voice of McBruce had demanded a
gUESS . But still Steve was mute. McBruce had just finished speaking in
his wimpy wvoice, telling them that the game would have to go on, when
Janet Cooley, who was scheduled to make the next guess, noticed what was
inside the fridge.

[What is inside the fridge? Why did Steve lose his wvoice? Will
there be a guess next time?tune in next time for the a&answers. Janet's
suggestion is due here by May 23.]
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More ZINE REUIEWS

[These are the zines missed owut in my attempt at editing which
backfired. SoOrry, guys, but hopefully this way at least wou'll be able
to read what'"s in the italics, unlike the last batch.]

§RUPrisoners Of War (Wallace Nicoll/Doug Rowling, 228 Kinnell Ave .,
Cardonald, Galsgow, SCOTLAND UK G52 3RU), 3-8, digest, s0pp, 23rd in
BZp'8%, 10. A knpockowut zine froem Scotlands there soeps ta be
something 1n €ach Issue that Jusit knocks me silly Wwith SENUY . Wel 1
Written, wsll managed, Jood looking, and very wvaried, PoW IF ang thar
pust for those hooked on British rines. DPeadl ines Fix wee ks apart
wme=an North Amsricans have tiwme to g€ In on the action.

@@REommes mit Mayo (Scott Hanson/Frauke Petersen, 3508 Fourth Ave, 8.,
Minneapolis MN, USA 55408), 51-55, open, 4pp. previous publicatlon,
Big Hits Of Mid-America 52 in RP*85, 8. FaM 15 & very internatiornal
latter column mostly aboaout news and other stuff not strictly related
to the Dip hobby except Ffor the identities oF the people dIiscuss ing

thew . Very 1nteresting regding, mak=ss yoa real ize hOw rfeel ings
differ across the wiles an a pews toapic.
B@e@Pegrelandra (Pete Gaughan, 3121 E. Park Row #165, Arlingten TX, USA

7e010), 33-39, open, lépp, 7Tth in RP'85, 8. This zine runs some
InterestIng QamsEy, including Snowball Fighting, Sopsith, & =
literature quiz, alopg with Dip. In addition, the cover 15 alwWways an
interesting passage fraos a book or poewm that I'd probably never hear
aof otherwise.

*xxpraxis (Alan Stewart, 702-25, St.Mary St., Toronto ON, Canada M4Y
1R2), 1-3, open, 22pp, new, 9. Arother great Canadian rine has besn
launched, Just when we thought Toranto was fall of thew. Alan’s rine
15 currently runmning raund table Jdiscussions an qurte a ot of
things, including the romantic life—or Iack of 1t, and what Lo T
abtwyut 1t—af the editor. There is also a top 100 songs of the last 30
y2ars being compiled issuae by issue, and generally lots of stuff.

[Here's a relative newcomer to my trading collection that I ommitted
last time because I'd not seen enough issues to vote on 1t.]
e8RCostaguana (Conrad wvon Metzke, PO Box 17602, San Dlego CA, UsSA

92117-0602), Vol 10, 16-19, digest, 28pp, 44th In RP'85, 10. I can® t
bel jeve I missed this one for as long as I did’ Excellently written,
extremel y coutpoing, and wvery punctual, i*d say this =zine has an
excellent shot at most isproved this year. Conrad even d1d a April
Fogl's fake Isswue of his own zine, which was so completely crazy T
Lzl jevad all of i€, at least on initial perusal. Farget most
1mproved: I wowuldn® € be surprised to see Costa win the Runestone this
year. Doan®t miss this ane/
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{(Ron Brown, TOF Chesterton Dr., Nepean OMN, Canada
KZE 589), 1-3, digest, l1l2pp, first year, 9. This was a temparary
Tine to run the NFA games while Steve Huttan wWas I Euraps over thea
O e p Ron added the Qames of his aWp rine, D—-Da s @5 mwell asx 1 F
and reports op haoliday excursions, and the grawing pains of Ron's tko
YOUNY SORSF .
pE (c/o Steve Langley, 2296 Eden Roc Lane #1,
Sacramento CA, USA 95825), 1-6, digest, 28pp, first year, 10. TNEH
is "a letterzine for DipDom”. I't appears to bave takenp the can fraom
HNFA for the "state of the uniaop” feud speeches, with ans impartant
exceptions: It is iwmpartial, wurnbiased, and will not comment. ({Steva” 5
comments are apart from any =ditorial policy €the rsine wight bhave.b?
I*d have to credit THEH for the relative fack of feud material that®s
been appearing 1n aother rines lately; it certainly appears to m=s that
THE is the place to do your Ffeuading, thowgh oFf cowurse any Eyp= i
dIiscussion 15 swelcomed.
ouinipigue (Claude Gautron, 150 rue Masson, Winnipeg MN, Canada R2IH
OH2), 13-15, forme plalne, 3 pages, pas de margue dans le Runestone
Poll '85, 7. Quinipigus =5t un zine er (francails. Pas du wauvals

francais de ce i1diot de Ja Colombie britannigue, mais [fe wrai
francails de Claude, gqui habite au Manitobha. Le zine n"a gas un Jeu
de Diplomatie, des articles, et de toutes sortes de nouvelles. Ef,
dans le nao.lS5, un article interessant au suget e Louis Riel. 5i
vous aver compris oette critigae, WS aimeriesr Quinipigus. J=

FUPpPOFE Jue Wes Srredrs graematigques seront corriger par Nancy awant
Ia puablication, ou par Claude dans la prochain 155U€...-

Oxymoren (Jaap Jacobs, Kaiserstraat 10B, 2311GR Leiden, THE
HMETHERLANDS ), 42-51, digest, 36 pages, =31lst inmn BIP'85, 9. Oxy 15 &
zine with a good balance of writing in Dutch and Engliszsh, and thus Is
ane of the best zines that lay claim to the titile “international .”
OF interest to wme lately has been the erormpous Issue #5350, contalning
the rules faor umpteen number of variants, with maps. Theres also an
article on games in peneral by Teun Spaans that ["ve enjoyed, as wall
as much more, Hith the continental hobby news,; always 1nteresting to
dec ipher’
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TURKS & FRENCH FIGHT FOR MED
ITaly Forgers who 1o supporT

ALBINONI Dramatis Personae

SR

ALBINON BSAA —post Soring 04 gM: Bruce McIntyre, 6191 Winch
5~ = v/ St., Burnaby B.C., V5B 2L4
) ﬂ? il rrffdégj
..-':__,_,11 »’,’ ‘_ s _ ENG:Bill Shirley, 618 Main
b e St., Yarmouth NS, BSA 1J9

GER:Charles Arsenault,; Voie Du
Car D'Or 2/102, 1348 Lou-=
vain-La-Neuve, BELGIUM

RUS:Kevin Brown, 100 Patton
Dr., Warner Rebins GA, Ush
31093

TUR:Melinda Holley, P.0. Box
2793, Huntington WV, Ush
25727

AllS:Michael Ditz, 5785 Danube
Way#C, Orlando FL, USA 32807

ITA:Lynn Torkelson, 992 Rose-
dale Rd NE, Atlanmnta GA, USA
30306.

FRA:Ron Krukowski, 5339 W.Ed-
dy, Chicago IL, USA 60641

AUS: A Gal £ OTB FTAa: A Tun © OTB (NRR)
(NRR )
H ENG: +F EdAi GER: +A Mun TUR: +F Smy
QUS: +A Bud FR&a: +F Mar

NEXT DEADLINE (Summer 04-Fall 04) is Friday, May 23, 1986--one day
earlier Lf phoned in.
NGO AR i 190

ENGLAND F Bar S A StF, A StP H, F Nuy-Swe, F Nth—-Ska, F Edi-—-Nth

GERMAMNY A Hun Sil, F Bal-Kie, A Lva—-Pru, A Boh S Fre A Gal-Vie,
. il-5Sal, A Ruh=—DBe:

RUSSIA MNMRE! F Ewe. A War st ad unordered

rurxey F Smy-Aeg, A Mos t A Sev S A Mos, F Ela-Rum, F_lon-TyS,

F Apu—TIon (self dislaodgement probhibited)

HUSTRAIAS A Bud S A Ukr-Gal, F Gre S5 Tur F Apu—-lon, A Ukr-Gal, A Tri=Twr,
A Vied £ A Ukr—-Eal (BOOMS)

fraLy NME ! F Aadr, A Pie, F Nap stand unordered.

FRANCE F Mar—-GolL, A Gal-Vie, A Tyr $ A Gal-Vie, F_Tun—Toii, E ~TwS
A Bur-—HMar

PRESS:

ZM: As most of you polinted out, England's attack on Norway last time
should have succeeded, and thus England had an extra build coming to
him. I phoned those who sent In orders for this season and affected by
the screwup, S0 we could keep the game golng.

Two NMRs this time, one from Kevin Brown, the other from standby Lynn
Torkelson. I don'"t know if other GMs would deo this, but it seems to me
that T should take Lynn off the list if he dosn't respond this time. In
any case the stand-by for Russia this time iIs Claude Gautron (150 cue
Masson, Winnipeg, MB, Canada R2ZH 0H2) and the stand-by for Italy is Bob
Acheson (c/o Echo Bay Hines, Lupin NWT, Canada X0E 1MO0). I think we
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BEETHOVEN

NEW POSTAL RECORD
Palmdale-Burnaby in only 28 days

BEETHO N Dramatis Personae

- - —a_— —_— s

¥ cj St., Burnaby BC, V5B 2ZL4
I(E

i ENG:Mitch Wageler, 3623 School
: Ave, Vancouver BC, Canada
i VSR SHNe
GER:Mike Barno, 2811 Robins
St., Endwell NY, USA 13760
RUS:Plerre Touchette, 1 rue
Georges, Masson PO, JOX 2HO
TUR:Alan Stewart, TOZ2=-25 8Skt.
Mary St., Toronto ON, M4Y 1R2
AUS :Robert Acheson, e/fo Echo
Bay Mines, Lupin NWT, XO0E 1MO
ITA:HMelinda Holley, P.O. Box
2793, Huntington WV, UsSA
25727
FRA:S8teve Cooley, 3551 Casamia
Ave, Palmesdale CA, USA 93550

NEXT DEADLINE (Winter 03/
Spring 04), ls Frlday, April
4, 1986--one day earlier |if
phoned in.

Summer 1903 Retreat: FRA: F Eng r IrS
Fall
BEETHOVEN 198S5SAE e 1903 Orders

ENGLAND A Nwy-=StP, F Eng-Bre, F Nth S F Swe-Den, A Lon—Wal, F Swe—Den,
F Bar S A Nwy—StP
GERMANY A Hol 8§ Fre A Bel, A Sil $ A War, A Har H, A Lwva-StF, F Denk-Swe
RUSSIA F_StP%¥ H
TURKEY A Rum S A Ukr, A Ukr S A Mos, A Mos S, F Aeg doubly ordered,
F Bla S, F_ EMe S F Aeg—Ion (pro such legal order)
AUSTRIA & Gal-Sil, A Tyr % A Vie—Boh, A Vie—Boh, A Tri S A Tyr,
F Gre—Alb
FraLy ‘4 Pie-Tyr, A Rom—Apu, A Ven S5 A Fie-Tyr, F Tun—Ion
FRANCE A Pic—Bre, A Bel S Ger A Hol, F Lpl-Cly, £ MAO-Bre, F IrS-Lpl

PRESS:
GM: OK, so France didn"t NMR. So I gave up too early in trying to £find
his phone number, and gave up completely when the operator told me it
was unlisted. S0 what 1f 1t was right in front of my nose in my £f£iles?
There ought to be a law agalnst late dellvery of letters. I got Steve's
orders the day we were scheduled to go &to Pt. Roberts last time,
although the postmark sald February 7th. Yes, it arrived after the
deadline, but I should have phoned him, and got the orders, so I have to
rado this game. Apologies all around, of course.
StP-Berlin: Thanksl!

Kaolpn: Sorry for the lack of communicatlon; chaos reigns supreme here.
Dizpp=—StP:I've a feeling you'll have to suffer through another year

__ Page 19 LW,




execelsior

o INTERNATIONAL BUILDS
?_Ev) T Pem

e m‘_"

Deadline for Spring 1902 is May 9,
One day earlier for phoned in orders,

see print In XLM12.
be mailed to you by £flyer,
start getting Iissues out on time,
flyers may break mel
in XL#13,
Funny buslness.
of you pointed out,
coming to him.

annihilated.

takes 20 minutes to start rimging (it takes 20 minutes Jjust
in groups of 2 short bursts,
thought
assuming Sean surviwves Night Watch (he's a cop,
he'll phone and I1'11 tell him wokts up.
'course I don't blame you.....

number!) and it rings funny,
one by one style we get here.

and gets our message,
none of you others did:

In any case,
though when that'"ll come out I haven't a clue.

So,

(Nan

1986,

as usual.
It now appears that the next game report will
because of the tardiness of XLMH12:
the postal costs alone from all

u

That Russlian unit dislodged last time was,
Russia
You should try phoning Sean once in a whlile....the phone

No.12

COPLAND Dramatis Personae

ENG:Charles Arsenault, Veie Du
Car D'Or 2/102, 1348 Lou-
valn-La-Neuve, BELGIUM

GER:Alan Stewart, 702-25 St
Mary St. Toronto ON Canada
M4Y 1R2

RUS:8ean McGonigle, 44B Kelvin
Rd., Papakura NEW ZEALAND

TUR:Travis Laster, 125 Garden
Caourt, Winchester VA, USA
22601

AUS:Melinda Holley, P.O. Box
2793, Hunt ington wV, USA
25727

iTA:Jeff Albrecht, P.O. Box
295, Doland sSD, UsA
ST 436—0255

FRA:Ben Schilling, 24730

Roosevelt Ct.,
ington Hills MI,

Apt 315, Farm—
USA 48018

nder our 7 1/2 week deadlines.
This game report will
also
if I don't
Ehese

the next game report will see print
as a couple
actually has two bullds

to dial the
instead of the
it was busy.) Anyhow,

if I remember correctly)
It appears

COPLAND 1985CG Winter 1901 Orders

ENGLAND No adjustments. Has A Yoxr, F Eng, F Nth.

GERMAGNY Builds F Kie, A Mun. Has F Kie, A Mun, A Den, A Ruh, F Hol.
RUSSFA4 Bullds A War, A Mos. Has A Ukr, A Mos, A War, A Nwy, F Swe.
TURKEY Builds F Smy, A Con. Has F Smy, A Con, F Ank, A Sewv, A Bul.
AUSTRI4 Builds A Bud. Has A Bud, A Rum, A Vie, F Tri.

ITALY Builds F HNHap. Has A Tyr, A Ven, F Tun, F Nap.

FRANCE Builds A Par, F Mar. Has A Par, F Mar, A Spa, F Por, A Bre.
PRESS:

The King says: 1 want Belgiuml

Sultan Laster — Crar McGaonigle: I sincerely apologize for the mistakes
of my zealous generals. Even now, messengers are pursulng theilr armles
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ALBINONI (85 #4) continued

nead to top up our supply of standbys: every time I need one, I f£ind Ethe
list is filled with players already in the affected game! That's why 1
call the same ones over and over. Sure, I could call Larry Peery orc
Chris Carrier, but both are swamped with hobby duties at the moment, S0
I thought it best to call Claude and Bob this time.

HAustrian Press: ARCHDUKE ATTHCKED BY BUSH: Last week, while strolling
through the lovely rose garden from Germany the [llusrious Duke noticed

one of the roses had fallen ofE. As he examined the rose he was
dismayed to find the thorms on the bushes had grown guite large.
Furthermore, the thorns were growing larger by the minute. As he

stepped backwards from this horrid sight he did trip over a sign and
fall into another bush with equally long thorns. The Duke is currently
in the hospital. The secret police believe it may be a French plot.
The belief s based on the sign the Duke tripped owver. It read "up
Jardin de roses."™

Munich—Paris:You see that the Germans and ‘the Englishmen can be really
good friends.

Munich-Constantinopie: Don't try to make a fool of me!

ITo Charles:Remember you told me you were going there. I just don't want
you too close.

BEETHOVEN--1985 A8 contlinued

SO .
Par—Ram: I trust you so completely I was wlllinq to giwve you a Exree
shot-=-WAS |

Maestro’ s retreats for next time:
GER: F Den r (Ska, Bal, Kle, Hel, OTB)
RUS: F StP r (GoB, Fin, OTB)

OWNERSHIP OF CENTRES
Supplies
GAME: BEETHOVEN (1185 AB)
post- FALL 1903
ENGL(Q.?DE TUR 7 EUTR LS O
Edi {E Ank (1) Bel (E )F
Lpl {(€E) F Gon T)T Bul (T)T
Lon (€) E .¥ )T Den(le}E
GERMAst@Aus nms Gre A) A
Ber (¢) G (A) A 6)G
Kie (6) & Tl'l [AJFL wa E)E
Mun(6¢) G Vie (AY)A Por (F)F
Russm@ ITALY 4 Rum {T) T
Mos m% Nap 5151 Ser (AlA
StP (R) E Rom(1)yI Spa (F)F
Sev (T) T Ven E[]_I Swe (E)E
War (R) & FRANCE 7GD Tun }I
Bre H_E}; Neo hwl for GERMANY
Par (FI F IF F Den retreats
COPLAND continued
to Inform them of thelr errors and upcoming court-martials. Until then,
please excuse any acts of aggression perpetrated by these officers, they
are not officially sanctioned actions of the Turkish Government {which

is obviously entirely innocent Iin this lissue).
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GM: Mitchell Wageler 32673 School Ave
Vancouver, BC VYSFP SHE
(604 ) 435-3299

[of Dennis wuine 55 Fosemocor Driwve
Littlelock, AFhk, 72209

G: Flerre Touche I Fue Georges,
Masson Pq JOX ZHO

R: Alan Jtewart 702-25 3t. Mary =t.
Toronto, ON MLY 1R2

T Ron HKrukowskl 5339 W. Eddy

Chicago, IL 60641

Az Randolph Smyth 119-70 Mayland St.
Winnipeg MB R3IC 1K7

I Kevin Brown 100 Patton Driwve
Warner HRobbins, GA 31093

Fz Bruce Waddell 4247 Winnlifred St.
Burnaby, BC V&J 2355

SERING 03

GAS - MAR, A BUR S A BEL, ¢ EL S A BUR, F MID - WMED, F IRI - MID, F _BRE - ENG

RUM - BUD, A AL S A R'™ - BUD, A SIL - BOH, A ST P - NWY, F SWE S A ST P - NWY,
WAR - SIL

AEG - ION, F GRE SF AEG - ION, F SMY - AEG, F BLA = CON, A 3ER - AIB, A BUL - 3ZP

LIV - IFI, F LON - ENG, F NTH S F LON - ENC, A NOI 3 (RUS)F SWE, F_DEN - KIE

HOL - KIE, A MUN - SIL, A BER S A NUM - SIL, F BAL S (ENC) F DEN - SWE (NSO)

HME! A VIE S, A BUD 3 Standby s Chris Carrier  Addresses

NMRf A TYR 3, A VEN S, A APU S, F ION § Standby is Bill Shir.rt\" on page 30-3|

RETFEATS
B: A NOR (OTN)

I: F ION (TUN, NAP, TYS, ADR OR QTB)
&: A BUD (THE OR OTB)

£

PROPOSAL R/T DRAW FAILS

PRESS:
BEELIN TO WCORLD: SINCE THE CERMAN PROPAGANDA WAS NOT WORKINC WELL, WE CHANGE OUR
APPROACH THEN TE MINISTER OF THE FOREIGN AFFAIRS SEND OFFER ALL OVER THE EUROPEAN
CAPITAL, NOW WE AFEN'T EXPECTING NOTHING FROM THE REST OF WORLD.
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execelzior
' SUPERBOURSE

SUPERBOURSE! 85%$ post Spring 02 MB: Mike Barno, 2811 Robins

[~ el St., Endwell NY, USA 13760

RL: Rob Lowes, RRED, Peter-
bourough ON, Canada K9J 6X1

SP: Sean P. McGonigle, 44B
Kelvin Rd., Papakura, NEW
ZEALAND

SM: Simon Matthews, 432 N .
Daollarton Hwy, M. Vancouver
BC, VTG 1N1

CH: Conrad Minshall, 3702
Tarragona Lane, Austin TX ;
USA TB727

RS: Rlchard 8harp, 27 Elm
Close, Amersham Bucks, UK
HP& 5DD

SUPERBOURSE! particlipants

BW: Bruce Waddell, 4247
Winnifred, Burnaby BC,
v5J 285
. ] MW: Mitchell Wageler, 3623
_ ~ | School Ave., Vancouver BC,

; S . Canada V5R 5N6

Mike Barno and Rob Lowes dldn't get orders in, and lost 5% of all Ctheir
shares in each country to the GM, thereby 1lncreasing the pot, ‘cause I
sold 'em for a handsome profit, of course.

ENGLAND G1F Nwey—5StP, SF Lon—-Eng, SF Nth C A Edi-—-Nwy, 9A Edi —Nwy,
104 Hol H
f GERMANY <4A Mun—Bur 35A Ber-Pru, 30A War—Mos, 54 Kie—Hol , oA Par §,
OF Den S
RUSSIA 2Z1A Sev-HMos, 9F GoBE-Swe, 144 Lva-War
TURKEY =F Smy—Aeqg, 1F Rum—Bla, 14 Ank-—Arm, =) —Bul 1A Bul —Ser,

BlA Ser—Tri
SQUSTRIA 48A Tri-Ven, 47F Gre-Buldsc), 0A Bud 5, 0A Alb S

I'raLy B85F Ion—-Aeg, E&F Nap-Ion, 0A Mar¥ S, O0A Tun S, O0A VYVen¥ S
FRANCE SA For-—-Spa, BA Gas—Bre, 2Z2ZF Spa—-Mar

PRESS:

GM: So here's the information on last time. One error: BEW had only 4
Turklish shares, not 5. {Somebody had to have one extra, there were 101
&%$#ilng shares listed under Turkey....) This time we had some pretty
silly things ordered. First off, you can only make bids for shares Yyou
dont own. If you own x shares in a country, you cam bid for up to 100-x
shares. Second, you must name a price for offers. Somebody sald, in
effect, buy at any price, and sell at any price. Sell at any price, I
interpret as an offer to sell at 1. Buy at any price is difficult.
Should I make your bid 607 807 A few million? The one bid "at any
price™ I got was discarded. The first ewvent in this time's Bourse
period was the taking of shares from NMRing participants. These shares
were offered at 10 cents with the rest of the offers. As you'll see, my
of fers were the lowest In every country except Turkey, where there seems
to have been a consclous effort to get the market prlce down. The
chart's actual value per share is calculated on a guess as to how many
centres you®ll have at the next builds season.
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SUPERBOURSE Total Credit: $149.80
Current ----=-= Current shares owned in==--—- Total Total
Player Credit Cash ENG GER RUS TUR AUS ITA FRA Shares Assets
: 87.09 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 g7.09
Sharp 24.00 1.59 i6 a2 46 161 18.57

McGonigle 6 .00 1.59 20 10 30 4.77
Lowes 10.00 2.81 3 9 9 3 25 49 6.68
Barno 6.80 3.49 3 4 4 4 15 5.12
MHatthews 35.00 14.02 B8 b= 25 5 46 169 31.82
Hinshall 8.00 3.99 9 1 19 4 1 2 36 7.08
Wageler 40.00 28.45 62 11 50 8 131 42.89
Waddell 20.00 6.77 3 871 19 109 15.44
Market Prices 14 14 11 B 13 14 11
Actual Value / Share 4.34 3,32 5.12 2.29 0.25 8.20 6.15
The Stock Exchange
ITALY Of fers: BW(87 at 21, 4 at 17), GM(2 at 10). Bids: SM(5 at 17),
CHN(1l at 17). Eesult; 8M buys 2 from GHM at 14. and J from BW at 17, CH
u [ BW
ENGLAND Offers: CM(5 at 19), SH(4 at 17), GHM(1l at 10). Bids: SM(10 at
18),CHMI(5 at 17, 90 at 15). 3 z 3 ) {
from SM at 17.
AUSTRIA Offers: MW(47 at 18), RS(2 at 18, 20 at 20), GM(1l at 10). Blda;

SP(10 at 16), MW(2 at 18), RS(52Z at 1l1). Result:; MW buys 1 from GM at

13. and 2 from RS at 18.
RUSSIA Offers: MW(1ll at 13), CM(1l at 12, 17 at 13), RS(1 at 13), GM(1l
at 10). Bids: CHM(80 at 10, 2 at 11), RS(74 at 4). Result: CHM buys 1

from GH at 11.

FRANCE Offers: MW(8 at 13), GM(2 at 10). Bids: CM(99 at 11, 1 at 13).
Result: CH buys 2 f:ﬂm_ﬁHL_L_ﬂLullﬁuﬂng'l—i;*lzL

GERMANY Offers: MW(66 at 17), GM({2 at 10). Bids: SM(S at 17), CM(1l at
17). Result: SM buys 2 from CM at 14, and 3 from MW at 17. CM buvs L
from MW at 17.
TURKEY ©Offers: BwW(l at 1), sSP(5 at 1), RS(4 at 11), GHM(1l at 10). Bids:
MW(4 at 11), CHM(5 at 13), RS(14 at 15). Result: RS buys 5 from SP and 1

I Oom

Retreats for next time: I7T4: A Mar r (Ple, Gas, OTB)
A Ven r (Apu, Rom, Tus, Ple, Tyr, OTB)

*x*Next deadline is Frilday May 23, 1986. One day earller 1f phoned in.=*%*
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Most of The Post

The first letter in this  issue's letter column is on a subject some of
¥you may want to avold: professional wrestling. I have received two
letters on the subject; the other made me uncertalin as to whether or not
I could print it, so I'll print this one. If enough of you arce
interested in the WWF scene (the other wrestling organizations are
pretty minor and local Iln comparison), we may have a separate letter
column for the discusslons. I might even call it Fighting Words.

IOH HISE: In reading Excelsior for the month of Harch I poticed
that you made One Wmistake Iin your predictlons for Saturday Hite Live
Hrestling. While you were right that King Kong Bundy is5s a badwinner you
missed that Brutus Beefcake is also a badwinrer on the rise. I
persaonally beliswve that Beefcakese 15 being groomsd o taks thea
heavywe1ght ti1tle in a few ygears. Brutis Beefcake Widld not Qe t the
titcle until Hulk [Hoganl bas brought the sport to a frenzy, the the Hulk
will make a "Rocky”-style comeback.

One thing you’re definitely right about 1s that King Kong Bundy
nearly anstoppable. I have seen hiv beaten rarely myself. The twa most
meporable moments wWwaere the time that Fritz von Erich puat Buandy i &
headlock, ranm him into the parking lot, apnd smashed his head into the
grill aof a Monte Carlo. (Do I belicsve this? Hhoe cares, it' s fan to
watch’) The second time was a wmat victory. The von Erich brothers wvs.
Bundy, Kamaola, and the Magic Dragon 1n 4 six-—man tag team Cchamppionship.
Kerry von Erich body—slammed Bundy (Kerry could not [if€e higher than
chest high though) while David and EKesvin kept Kamala and Dragaon away a5
Kerry got the pin. That was definitely one of the best wmatches that
Dallas has ever ssen.

I do not own a T.V. while attending school now 50 I have not kept
ap bat I want to let you knaw that there is a fan in Arlingétan and that
I enjoyed gyouar article.

BM: I think Beefcake and Valentine are, or were, excellent tag team
title-holders for the WWF, because they are from the west, ensuring good
draws when the WWF makes one of its infreguent live forays to Seattle or
Portland or Frisco, and because they are good fast wrestlers, without
the rellance on too many dirty tactics or--especlially--one gimmick too
often repeated, like Terry Funk's "I'm all wrapped up in these ropes,
beat on me awhile™ trick. The best matches I've seen are between those
two and the British Bulldogs, lightning fast, and very close. But as
long as Brutus sticks with manager Johnny Valiant, he'll be a bad guy.
And this feud between the Bulldogs and Valentine/Beefcake could go on
for awhile, as neither has really proven dominance over the other. As
for 458-pound King Kong Bundy (or, as one WWF announcer calls him, the
"Walking Condominium"™), his bald head didn't look too good after Hogan
mashed lt into the steel cage a few times in the Wrestlemania 2 title
match, but I think Bundy looked bad in his poor acting when he tried to
get through the open door. It was obvlous that he wouldn't make 1t when
we saw how long it took him to walk ten feet. He seemed to be saying
"when's Hogan gonna grab me?" You'll be Ilnterested to know that Hogan
tried one body-slam, and collapsed under the weight. But later in the
match Bundy came off the rope fast enough for Hogan to power-slam him,
which looked good to the crowd, but they didn'"t replay it because 1t was
obvious that Bundy jumped at just the right moment.

BETE GAUGCHAN: I"m dissapointed that you didn" ¢ rate my zina. It
Jaesp* €t seem you missed too many from your 1les-—is 1t because [ wiss=d
an issus a couple of months ago? Hot that I"» all that sager far Yoar
rating (I panic at the J1dea of being examinped), bat I*d [i1ke to know ar
this wWwas Just aversight.

The Pall 1n general has newver held much ipterest for me, SO PO
that it has becoms an argument I don’t care how it goss. I will predict
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that Pere mIYS S u p = notch aQr twa bat lases a Feid paiInts af

scare=—"grade inflatlan” last year will go away this tiwme.
“Signrificant other”——this 15 & fairly tle T} TR ¥ term for Aoz tad
{especlally live—in) pon—married couples, except faor soc 1al classes

ander 10,000 1ncome. I tend to ase “girlfreind” since we dJon® it live
together, but [ Juast lave "posslg” (propmaunced "pass-el-gueue”):s pErEon
2Ff opposite sex sharing living guarters.

Beethoven: If Cooley lives in Palmdale, Carrier i1is msuch closer to
the storms & floods. I don®t know of a Palmsdale. I would hawve matched

yaur raling an the double ardered Turkish 4.

Re: Froem the Podium. I'"®» not surprised, or Jdistressed. Every zine
gaes thordgh overbhaals . I don* ¢t think there are pearly as wany bhockey
fans 1n Dipdom a5 youa thoapht (dr1této £to some extent socceri—-—and Few
peopls will participate in a game they don” i facl a S0-50 chapce of
HAINDNING . { can’t predict; even as wach of a bassball fan a5 I am I
dlways wurfrf the predictions, 50 how am [ to surviwve in poals on hockey,
o Academy Swards?

And I don’ ¢t have a piang sa I couldn’t guess the excerpts (and wy
flute 15 an wmothballs).

So what to Jo? Plick ane thing and Jo 1t well. Music, in some
ather farm, I1s still ap optlon. A gamwme JTike Clue, ar ewven a FRP
campaign, would naturally generate “"reader pardcicipatian.” A ranping

sports column wmight be more successfal than pools.
Good lack, wmhatever your cholice.
BM: Thanks for a very helpful letter, Pete. You seem to have seen
the ugly mood I was in when the mail started to slow down and the
I particpation suffered, and your help is greatly appreciated. I hope
this latest eplsode in the XL identity crisls will seal it once and for
all. You should £ind Yyour Zine ratilng In here, as you see in the "About
That Last Issue" piece elsewhere, it was overslght. Maybe somehow Tom
Hise and I could work together on a FRP Pro Wrestling game to be played
by mail If there's enough interest....

FRED DAVIS: Did everyaone get a copy of XL#1I with Pg. 25 following
Po. 2, and Pg. 4 after page 28, ar was [ the only lucky one? Al 5o,
pages 13 and 20 were blank on my copy. Dan* ¢ send another Issae, buat IFf
you could send a photocopy of Po. 13, so I'd know the rest of HWHhat's €a
Come, 1€ would be appreciated. Just slaip 1€ iIn with the next lIssue.

It looks like the 1talic type doesn” € print very well. To bad as
the material was Interesting. f really enjoyed reading your Ualentine®s
Day special feature.

I hope [ thanked yaoa for sending me the Horld's Fair and Transit
matarial. I'f I didn"t before, I do now. I*d love tao wisit the Fair;
but I hawve some problems. I*"m supposed to be In San Di=go for PeeriCan,
and dan® € kpow whether the airl ines woald consider Vancoaver as al
Ftopover on »y “"retuarn” trip. Probably nat.

BM: I hope you can make it here somehow, but you can be sure that
XL will be filled with reports of Expo from here to Octobexr, perhaps
even with pictures. I hope to do one issue with Jjust pilictures and
captions, along with the games at the back. I1'11 send along the page
y¥ou were missing, but all you're missing on Pg. 13 is Postal Clue, and
as you probably gathered, Pg 20 is mostly Polltalk. As for the italics,
this issue is their last chance, and I'm going to personally check the
pages after the first reduction. They looked fine on Pages 23-27 1last
time, so they can work. ;

WALLACE NICOLL: {ooks &5 though the British Zine Poll is the one to
suffer from Goycotéts this year, mainly over the Jdecision whether ar not
to incluade any mainland European zines in it (like Eohewmiap Rhapsaody),

Smd whe ther the poll Quwoght €O inclads=s any ZTines which Jon* € ran a
certain pusber of Dip pawmes and have produaced o0 many copies par y=ar.
The debate is likely to heat up as the weeks gao by, though I' dowubé
whather 1€ will reach the same lewel of media coverage as the Runestons
Pall J4id last year.
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MOST OQF THE POST cantinued

Black marks this time for your printer, thoagh it mad s far
interesting reading....though I have svery sympathy with a printer who
hasy €O pUt Up HICH §FOl. . .BrB... .80V ...printer wha has ta collate &8
pages aof & rzine fraoe typed sheet and get thew in the right place. Mind
you 1t shaould be ap to them to check that their work bas besnp con@plstsed
satisfactorily.

FThanks ¢oo for the EXPO 8g brochare, thereby adding to the
attraction of Vancouver.....give me a bedpost any timg....and as far

rines to snaggle wup with, can you suPgest any ood opnes? (The Voice of
Dogom #100's 270 pages might make a good, albeit hard, pillow.] He bay
our enuvelopes by the thousand, working out at about ¥ 1/2 pENCE  per
spnwelope . The biggest pain are the overseas ones, a5 to cut costs we

send €them printed madter, and just to prove that et e nat tried to
sneak a letter through, the Pastal Services demand that you leave the
ends apen, or at Ileast In a condition that they may be oaopened, the

contents read, Jdrugs confiscated, addresses of contacts wpotsd on your
security file..... and thep resealed so that pobody 1is any the wiser.
Laokirng on through the last KL, and the zipe revied ssctl1on, =an

you explain what happened to Prisoners of Har. Surely we are more
nemorable than that, and we dao try to produce covers that will stick in
the pemory like a poke 1n the eye with a sharp stick. maybe it's Just
that we rprever made 1t Into the general box of ripes and are Iying =ithsar
in some Jark and 4dingy corner, forgotten, neglected; aor else you hold us
in sach esteewm that you 4idn" € cornsider i1t Ffair tao store us iIin the same
neck of the woods as the other zines and give us a place oF reversnce,
an altar, a raised pedestal EVEN, B b & bookshelrfr? Upset? M=
Guass .’

EBrief comment in reply to the cposmepnts about phoning for votes, as
a GM might phone ap players far missing orders, ar <check why they” ve
NMR . I must admit, I wodld like to phone for arders, at least when a
naormally regular player misses, as it's not fair on the other players to
have a game ruined by drapouts and NMRs . Howewver, not everyone ocan be
reached by phaone, which does lead to the dJdilesppa-—if I wcan”t coptact
evaeryone, shodld I therefore contact ANY afr the players should they
disgrace thewmselves?

HWell here’s the I1CINSr&r§y. =a::-=

Fly out Prestwick—Bostan......26 April
Stay BostoON.icsscssnsssanasnsZl—28 April
Travel to Chester CT, via New York, to
enable me to get ewven cheaper Flight
EIeRREr. . cwssrssermnrnsasnanmnssdB Aprdl
Stay Cheste@r.c..c-=2:2:.29-50 April, 1 Hay
Travel to Chicago wia NY....cceeeo.2 May
Stay ChICEDO . cccuceues R A 3-F May
Cincl. trips to Minneapolis, Kalamazoog?
Travel to BloomlInglan....eeaeeesaa=.8 May
Stay Bloomington.ceccsvcncceee =I5 May
Iravel to Seattle via Chicaga....-Ild May
Travel to VanCoUvVer ..cccsecacaced?f May
Stay Vancotver ..cscesssscre=assz 18—20 May
Travel to Sap FrancilscO...csvee=21 May
Stay Sap FrancisSCO.ccccccnccneecad2l May
Travael 0 BoOStOMececcsroncnneedd=24 May
Return to Prestwick:z:zss::c0aucs::24 May

As you can see, guite hectic. My internal rlights each cosét me
£22, 50 long as I use the first one before the end af April. I presums
that 1t Iis quite easy to get up to Vancouver from Se=attle by Greyhound,
as the Northwest Orient flights anly take me as far as Seattle...

Well, that's about all for raw, acther than to congratualate Nancy
faor what must have besen a Ffipne bit of actaoing for her valentine éthing ta
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succwed .. .0r 15 1t gust that you'"re paranoid? FPoRID 15 at €the prianpters
at the moment——I think 11 just hald back o apy of the nop—gssential
Naor th Amer 120y CoOples & i L 1ng thesn W1th ma o0 the 26 EHh=—more
Laguags——anything yoa”d like brouvght over (within reasan)?

Weil, have fun betwesn now and then. I haops sy plans are swaitable
Ffor mesting you both. All the best.

BM: Very sultable as it turns out. We still celebrate Victoria Day
in this colony, and thus you'll likely be here for most of a long
weekend . It may be possible for you toc get the 7:30 Creyhound £from

Seattle that arrives at Vancouver around 11:30 PM, on the 17th, which
would leave us Sunday, Victorla Day Monday, and Tuesday. The first bus
to Seattle on the Wednesday would get you there about 9:30 AM, so0 make
certain your £light to Frisco leaves no earller than, say 11AM, or
you'll have to stay the night in Seattle. All in all, it looks like a
fun time. By the way, don't Eorget to be wide awake when your bus gets
to Vancouver: the bus goes right past the Expo site on its way to the
depot.

The British Zine Poll controversy ls goling to be interesting to
follow. North America hasn't many =zines which aren't "substantially
devoted to Diplomacy™, as the Runestone Poll rules state, and those that
are, like Bill Becker's K-ZTine for his United game, don't generally make
a4 hassle about not belng included. But in Britain I see the same names
appearing in, say Dolchstoss (a4 predominantly Diplomacy zZine) and
Hopscotch (which to the best of my knowledge has not rum a game of
Diplomacy for some time). Perhaps the idea of having two polls is fine,
but T don't like the idea of anyone ruling what is a DipZine and what is
a GameZine. Why not let the voters decide by their wotes?

1l 1/2 p for one (I guess 9™ by 6"?) envelope? That's about 3.6
cents Canadian. Last time I went to the stalonary store,; I paid 12
cents per, but 1 only bought about 25. Perhaps I should check into the
bulk buying prices, but I can't imagine anything like that.

The reason I do so much phoning for moves here is because when I
don't, the moves neede inevitably coms with a month-old postmark on
them. Players are at their own risk if they haven't got a phone, or if
it is unlisted. I've spent twelve lssues telling everyone how bad the
mail is to this corner. of the continent, so I have to rely on this a lot
more than I'd like.

BON KRUKOWSKI: 4 rfew comsents on DipGab:
Ves, I must agre=s that NASA ix mast l1ikely tao blame far the

| Challeng=r Jdisaster. It seems that maintaining "prestige” and an overly

ambitiowus launch schedule have CcoOmpramisad theolir safety program,
al thaough funding could also be a factor in this as well. This makes me,
angry as I believe Man's fulure lies in space. This 1Is the “dreams” of
our Qeneration (I was borm in 1957, the y=ar ofr Sputnik? and Sy
effort should be made to ensure [t5 SUCCess. Perhaps we wWwill learn from
this terrible lesson. Yowur copments about hypocrisy 1pn mourning Ffor the
Challeng=r 7 and not aothers were off base. If, as I wmentionesd bafore,
space explaoration and wultiwmately colonizatiaon 15 the dreaw for the
futurae of mapnkind, €hen a little of that Jdreamw resides in all of wus. in
a wWay, the explasion of the Challenger shattered that dream Ffor a time.
Far me, 1t was a wvery Intense persanal tragesdy. I was shacked and moved
to taars. ft was as if some g I knew had died. I was incredulous and
asked mpyself "How cowuld this + we happened and why?" This 15 not the
sam= Ffeselin~ I experienced JSren I hear af other people’s deaths.
Although weaningfual to family and friends, news of the tragic deaths of
athers 15 someshok Ippersonal to me. I believe 1t has to Jd0 with a sense
af loss. But [ grew up Wwith the space progras and the hopes and dJdreaws
a2f the fuature 1t has promsised, "to go where no man has gaone befare,” and
thersfore fesl that I am & part of i€t. HWhen the Challenger exploded, i
part oF me wWwas there and was last...but [ will always ressber.

BM: Thanks, Ron, for sharing your feelings on this: I'm sure most
0f us went through much the same thing. It still makes me angry ¢t~
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think that we'wve had all these successful shuttle flights and the fate
0f our best manned spacecraft ever depends on the temperature at launch
time. 1f we've got that far to go before we get Eto the easy space
travel of the Star Trek age (or at least a start), then we'd better gquit
drawing ocut this investigatlon and get on with the work of designing a
better shuttle that doesn't explode i1if you =try to fly (it in cold
weather . I mean, Lt's like Commodore coming out with a new computer,
only %to discover that it only works in the precise atmospheric
conditions of the testing laboratory, and crashes anywhere else. Except
that the tragedy of Challenger is a million times more high-profile,
lethal, and amazing in its stupidity.

Correctly solving
this Pente puzzle HE [
will get you five? b ¢ d e £ 9 h i - k , 0 S0 SH
issues of XL - IE ! I8
you don't remember 3

the rules of Pente, _ n
this is them: i
On a 19 by 19 board, '
two players ] : 15
alternate placing
stones, wuntil one
person has a Pente
(five stones in a
row, orthagonally orx
diagonally), or one _ _'. i
person has made five 10
captures. Captures ~

are made il '
Othello-style, but
only pairs of
opposing stones may fH

be captured, and ‘,.Ll
captured stones are .
immediately removed

from the board.

In this preoblem you
are White, no
captures have yet
been made, and it is
your move, What's
the best play?
There is one play
which will ensure
victory.

‘20(

L

P R
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Excelsigr Adgress List ag of Aprid 20, IS8

Charles Becker 777 Vancouver BC Canada 777 (C) I -- BO4-BB4-0534

Don Clancy 7?77 Vancouwer BC Canada 77?7 (C) I -- BO4-B76-6200

Jokn Cooper 777 Vuncouver BC Camada 77 (C) I -- GO4-876-83%

Randy Davis 777 Surrey? BC Canada 72% (C) I -- GO4-5B1-6%64

Greg Jansen 777 Surrey? BC Canada 777 (C) T -- BO4-594-9128

Simon Matthews 7?77 North Vincouwer BC Canada 777 (C) 1 -- BO4-929-3708

Laurie Mcllvena 777 Mew Westainster BC Camada 277 (C) 1 -- BO4-512-9132

Bruce Mclntyre & Mamcy Hurrell G191 Wimch 5t. Burmaby BC Camada VSR 204 (3) I XL, CC 604-299-23B2
Klaig Morton 777 New Westminster BC Canada 777 (C) I -- 604-324-3368

Mischa Saadberg 27?7 Burnaby BC Canada 777 (C) [ -- BO4-298-6710

Bruce Waddell ?7? Burmaby BC Canada 777 (C) T — BO4-434-6523

Mitchell Wageler B65 E Z9th Ave. Vancouver BC Canada 277 (C) 1 =- GO4-B74-3605

Bob Achesom cfo Echo Bay Nimes Lupin NNT Canada I0E IMO (T) S The Canadian Diplosat 777
Jeff Albrecht PO Box 295 Dol and SD USA ST436-0295 (17 I -- 777

Charles Arsemault Woie Du Car D"Or 2/102 1348 Louwain-La-Meuve 533 BELGIUM (14) § --

Hike Barmo 2811 Robins St. Endwell MY USA 13780 (12) I --

Bill Becker BI0 Turwill Ealamazoo W1 USA 43047 (21) I The K-Line Froa K-loo 777

Mark Berch 432 Maylor Pl. Alexandria VA USA 22304 (HS) I Diplomacy Digest 777

Kewim Browa 100 Patton Dr. Warner Robims GA USA 31093 (14) § - 7?77

Ron Browm TOF Chesterton Dr. Wepean OM Camnada X2E 559 (32.5) 1 D-Day, Mo Fized Publisher 777
Bon Brown 1528 El Sereno Fl. Bakersfield CA USA 93304 (T) 1 Murd'ring Ministers B05-834-8409
Chris Carrier 1213 P 5t.12 Sacramento CA USA 35814 (T) S The MegaDiplomat 7277

Dave Carter 118 Horsham Ave. Willowdale OM Canada M2N 1Z9 (1) [ Sleepless Enights 416-221-B066
Derek B, Cavs 17 Malta Road Bucklamd Portsssuth UK PO2 TPI (T) I War and Peace 777

Steve Cooley 3531 Casamia Ave. Palmdale CA USA 93550 (12) 1 --

Bary Coughlan 4614 Martha Cole Lane Mesphis TN USA 38118 (21) I Europa Express ?7?

Derek Daniels 440 Fairview Awe. Crown Point IN USA 46307 (12) 1 - ™

John Dawies PO Box 968 Pt.Hardy BC Canada WON 2P0 (13) I -- 777

Fred C. Davis E427 Clairidge Rd. Baltimore WD USA 21207 (T) ! Bushwacker 272

Michael J. Ditz 5783 Danube May, Apt.C Orlando FL USA 32807 (14) I -- 17

Steve Dycus 3450 Koring Rd. Evansville IN USA 47712 (14) I -- 777

| James Early 3705 Uraguay Pasadena T USA 77504-2321 (T) 1 The Razor's Edge 777

J Greg Ellis 700 Rio Gramde Austin TX USA 78701 (T) I Feawillstonist’'s Forua 2777

Joan Extrom & Kem Corbim 35096 Kings Valley Hwy. Philosath OR USA 97370 (200 1 -- 777
§Jerry Falkiner 10 Spiers Cr. Camridge ON Canada NIR 1B2 (13) I -- 777

Jan Feringa Radi jstraat 11B 97418) Gromingen THE ~"HERLANDS (1) I Brutus 7?7

Paul Gardner Bt 1, Box 2338 Mewlane WT USA 05345 T 1 Not Mew York BOZ-365-7635

Fete Baughan 1121 E.Park Row #1683 Arlingtom TX U2 .6000 (13) I Perelandra 277

Llaude Gautron 130 rue Hasson Winnipeg MB Canada R2H OH2Z (17.5) § Ouinipique *¥?

Scott Hanson & Frauke Petersen JS0B 4th Ave. 5. Minneapolis WM USA 55408 (T) I Posmes Mit Mayo 777
W. Elmer Hinton Jr. 20 Alsont St. Washua NH USA 03080 (T) I Kaissa 7?77

1.C. Hodgins 16 Farr Ave. Sharon ON Canada LOE 1IN0 (13) I == 777-478-4630

Melinda Holley PO Box 2733 Huntimgkon WY USA 23727 (T) 1 Rebel 777

Steve Huttom 1175 Broadview Ave, §711 Toronto ON Canada MK 259 (22) I No Fixed Address 777
Jaap Jacobs Kaiserstraat 10-B 23116R Leiden THE NETHERLANDS (1) I Osymorom 777

Thosas E. Johnsom 2 Chaucer Dr. Newark DE USA 19713 (1) I -- 7

Dave Kleiman 651 Fenster Court Indiamapolis IN USA 46234 (17) I The Diple .au F1T-2T1-9217
Steve Knight 2732 Grand Ave. S. Minneapolis MN USA 5057 (11) 7 It's a Trap' 777

Rom Krukowski 5339 W.Eddy Chicago IL USA G0E41 (36) § -- 777

Steve & Daf Lamgley 2296 Eden Roc Lame §1 Sacrasento CA USA 95823 (7MS) 1 Magus 777

Trawis Laster 125 Sarden Court Minchester WA USA 22801 (i1) I -—

BRUY Linsey T3 Ashuelot St. Apt.3 Dalton MA USA 01226 (20) 1 The Cream Shall Rise, TRAI 777
Brian Lorber 1927 Orrington Awe. Evanston IL USA 60201 (21) 1 -- 777

| RBob Lowes RRFI Peterbourcugh ON Canada X9J EX1 (100 1 - 7277
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Scott Marley c/o GAMES Magazine, 513 Madisom Ave. Nev York NY USA 10022 (14) I -- 777
Alain Martine 47 Chartres Dollard-des-Ormeaus PR Canada HIA 1J6 (37) T — 777
Sean McBomigle 44B Kelvim Rd. Papakura NEM TEALAND 3% (10+45.5058) T — 27?
Conrad won Metzke PO Box I1760Z San Diego CA USA 92117-0602 (T) T Costaguana E19-276-2937
Paul Wilewski PO Box 256 Batavia OW USA 45103 (11) 1 -- ™72
Conrad Minshall 3702 Tarragona Lané Austin TU USA 78727 (14) I (Bulter Baktles) 777
Ballace Wicoll & Dowg Rowling 228 Xismell Awe Cardomald Glasgow,SCOTLAND UK &32 38U (T) I PN 777
J Cakhy & Eric Ozog 1526 N. Lawler Ave. Chicago IL USA 60631 (T} I Cathy's Raablings 777
D.5. Palter 999 Central Ave §300 Woodmere NY USA 11598 (12) T — 777
Man Parr & Longlield Bardens Tring Herts UK HPZ2 4DN (T) I Hopscotch 277
Ken Peel @708 First Avenue, No. T-2 Silwer Spring WD USA 20910 (18) 1 -- "7-493-21799
Larry Peery Box 8416 San Diego CA USA 92102 (T) § lenogogic 777
Dennis Quine 33 Rosemoor Rd. Little Rock AR USA TI209 (21+6F) I -—— 777
Bill Duinn 301 Comroe Dr. Conroce TI USA 77301 (T) I Everything (BNC) 777
Craig Reges 1GM7EY Mhite Plains Rd. Bensenville IL USA 60106 (11) § -- 727
Jetf Richmond 3133 Platt Rd. Ann Arbor NI USA 48104 (T) 1 Frobozz 777
Rosie Roberts liegeleiveg 4 2126 Adendor! MWEST GERMANY 383 (51) 1 — 777
Blover Rogerson The Basesent, 11 Buckimghas Place Cliftom Bristol X BSB ILJ (T) T Denver Blont 77
Ben Schilling 24730 Roosevelt Ct. Apt.315 Farmimglon Mills MI USA 48018 (13) 1 — 777
Johannes Schvagereit As Kiefershain 10 D-4030 Ratingen 5 MEST SERMANY £3% (T) T Spielviese 777
Richard Sharp 27 Elw Close Anershan Bucks UK WPE 300 (Cosp.) I Delchstoss 777
Keith Shervood 4824 1/2 Mair Sas Diego CA USA 92107 (T) T The Immer Light B19-224-8037
Bill Shirley I8 Maim St. Yarsouth NS Camada B3A 1J9 (130 § — 777 :
Kalcolm Saith Gramliveiea 11 1086 Osla 10 € & NORWAY (T) 1 Bohemian Rhapsody 777
Randalph Seyth BII9-70 Maryland 5t Wisnipeg WD Canida R3S IKT (12.5) I Fol Si Fie 204-772-6825
Roa Sayder PO Box 2721 Charlottetown PEI Camada CiA BCI (24) T — 77
Ron Spitzer 761 N. Bundy DBr. Los Angeles CA USA 90043 (16+16F) T -- Z13-476-2077
Man Stewarkt T02-23 S5t Mary St. Toronkto ON Camada M4Y IRZ (14} § — 777
Jacques-Henri Strauss Asbassade de France en Uruguay Casilla de Corillo 5BO Monkevideo URUGUAY (39) 1 — 727
Stephen Swigger 33 Sharrowbay Ct. Scarbourough ON Canada-MiM 371 (14.3) T — 977
Terry Tallman 7239 Sand Point May NE B308 Seattle MA USA 98115 (T) I NSWG 277
Lynn Torkelson 332 Rosedale Rd ME Atlanta 6A USA 30306 (11) § -- 7
|} Pierre Touchette 1 rue Georges Masson PO Camada JOI 280 (17) § — 7277
Doa Magner 5251 Argyle St. Pt. Alberni BC Canada WIY VI (22070 1 — 777
Earl E. Wniskeyman Jr. 27 Mark St. Millord CT USA 06460 (T) I The CT Gamers Lime 737
Bayne Wiktal 5251 Argyle St. Pt. Alberai BC Canada VY IV1 (22) T — 777

added since: Pauvl Su'mf'kfas (Bruce) & Simen Billeness GJFI Zine
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Housekeepin

It's been rath oo long since I last did one of these, so PLEASE check
your malling cover to make sure I'm up to date, because I'm probably
not. If I1'"ve room , I"ll print my address list as well this Issue, 3o
you can see how out of date I really am.

Welcome tog:

Conrad von Metzke, PO Box 17602, San Diego CA, USA (Costaguana).
James Early, 3705 Uruquay, Pasadena TX, WUSA 77504-2321 (The Razor’s
Edge) .
Jacques-Henri Strauss, MAmbassade de France en Uruguay, Casilla de
Corilleo 580, Montewvideo URUGUAY.
Malcolm Smith, Granliveien 11, 108& Oslo 10, NORWAY (Bohemian Rhapsody) .
Ron Snyder, PO Box 2721; Charlottetown PEI, Canada ClA BC3

Ralph Moerton
Ted Shannon

Bun Schilllnq, CIauda G&uttnn, Bxlin Lu:har, and the new subbers above.
If I've missed you in this, better tell me, bacause I don't have one of
them snazzy accountg,where I get a copy of all the cheques I cash, back.

Sub Warnings.: (HONE, Ong, or Two 1lssues left in your sub before this
one . If you dldn't have any lilssues left goling Iin to this one, you're

only seeing this because a) I'm a nice guy, and b) you're in a game in-
XL. You should know the following: a) One can only be nice for so long,
and b) you might be replaced next timk.): g, -
Derek DPaniels, John Davies, Jerry Fzlkiner, Pete Gaughan, J.C. Hodgins,
SrEws KNITGHT, TRAVIS LASTER, ROB LOWES, Sean McGonigle, PAUL MILEWSKET,
D.5. Palter, CRAIG REGES, Ben Schilling, Bill Shirley, Randolph Smyth,
LYNN TORKELSON. Sheesh. Looks 1like we might have a smaller

subscription list soon.

. = : ¢t Beb Acheson, Charles Arsenault,
Kevin Brown, Chris Carrler, Claude Gautrom, Ron Krukowskli, Paul
Milewski, Cralg Reges, Billl Shirley, Alan Stewart, Lynn Torkelson,
Plarre Touchette. Want in or out? Juskt aak! Stand-bys play £forx
free--including thelr subscriptlon. If you're called here, you will
receive one free issue of ([, tacked onto your sub for each season you
played, including holdovers, provided you do not drop. Lynn, this means
you can elther pay me or send in orders for ALBINONI.

Gamestarts;
Piplomacy: FAURE: Paul Milen «<1, Pete Fuchs (who will sub when I have
seven, apparently), Dennis Quine, Derek Danlels, Jerry Falkiner, Wayne

Wittal. 1 needed.
: Anyone can enter at any time, rules straddled betwixt

XL#6-7T.

International Diplomacy: ELGAR: Jeff Albrecht, Charles Arsenault, Sean
McGonligle, Rosle Roberts, Malc Smith, Jacgues-Henril Strauss. Oone |
needed--I"m waiting for a reply from Finland on this, should be off by
next time.

Stand-bys called:
Bob Acheson (Italy, ALBINONI), and Claude Gautrom (Russia, ALBINONI) ph@
Chris Carrier f’-us‘frm, DEBUSSY), aad Bill Sh.lrhr (Ha!y, DEBU.SS':'),
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