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EXCELSIOR #14 by Bruce MclIntyre with a whole heaven of a lot of support
from an ailing Nancy Hurrell, primnted August 3, 1986 by the Divine
Master of the Xerox 39500, Chris Buck, In Vancouver, BC, Canada.

Bage

1 This is a rerun of Patricla's cover from XL #5, because guite
frankly T haven't been able to reach her. It's guite llkely
that she's been krying as hard to reach me as vice versa.

2-5 Directory, followed by DipGab.

&6-9 Battle of the Masterminds. An article on how utterly stupid
computers are. Marvin, for example, is so stupid he has Just
allowed me to type in this insult without any hard feelings on
his part.

9 Postal Clue--almost another death among the participants.

10-11 My new Accompanist. Look Ma, Marvin can play the plano.

12 Answers to the Pente problem in XL#12Z.

13-16 Most of the Post. Quekting this time Efrom Payl GCardner, Russ
Buspak, Bste Caughan., Jean Extzrom, Melinda Holley, and Jeff

17-18 Fighting Words: quoting from Jeff Richmond and a review of Steve
Langley's new game/zine T gt %

19,23 ALBINONWI (85 #44) Fall 1904. Lots of new people in this game, two
stand-by's and a substitute. Poor Claude Gautron got In just In
time to get knocked out.

20,23 BEETHOVEN (85 4E) Fall 1904. England defends all three home
supply centres against a viclious French attack, but two thirds
of the dotless provinces are learning French.

21-22 COPLAND (85 CF) Fall 1902. Turkey misses getting orders in by
one day, and the Cafe Nlcosia is now serving up Itallan dishes
as a result.

23 Supply centre charts, and answers to last issue's languages
Quiz. Or at least, the one= that one of the winners sent.

24 DEBUSSY (&5 CH) Fall 1903. Austria collapses, and the new
Italian preslidente, Bill Shirley, has many people knocking on
his door =-- literally. _

25 Two new games are started: one international (ELGAR), and one

more on Six week deadlines (FAURE).

26-2T7 SUPERBOURSE (85 s¥) McGonigle sells out, mostly to newcomer
Grant Fraser, and the first North American FTF Superbourse game
sheds some light on how this thing could €£find 1lkt's way o a
cenclusion.

28 Housekeeping.

) is a postal gaming zine dedicated firstly to the game of
Diplomacy, copyrighted by Avalon Hill in the U.S., and made by House of
Games above the line, published every six weeks. Subscriptlions Eor ten
issues cost $6 US in the US (37 US by chegue, or 15 39-cent American
stamps: please don't send other denominations), and S1l0 Camadlan
elsewhere. In Canada three issues cost §2.00 CDN, or flve 39-cent
Canadian stamps: no other denominations please. The address to which
you should send things (except for DEBUSSY orders) is 6191 Winch 8St.,
Burnaby BC, CANADA V5B 2L4.

Games deadline for M Bruce is September 9.

DEBUSSY deadline for Mitch is September 5.

Letters and other stuff must be here by September 8 for it to have
any chance of affecting what happens when the next Iissue goes to Lthe
mails.

Next issue is due inmn the mails September 15.
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DipGab

This ilssue is really going well, and the bliggest single reason Is the
new schedule. It Elts in perfectly with my working schedule, and also
gives me time to plan the zine after the game reports are mailed. I was
a day late with the game reports because I couldn't £ind a photocopier
to copy the DEBUSSY report on my way home from Mitch's on Tuesday night,
but even with that slight delay, and the fact that new computer scftware
{see page 10) has been demanding time, things look good for this issue,;
both time-wise and gquality-wise. All of this has put me on somewhat of
a personal high, and I hope the effects will be apparent from this
lssue.

Unfortunately, Nam hasn't been doing so well. Most of the trouble
is past her now, but she's had a rough month. Flrst there was a pain
around her waist that turned out to be a kidney infection, then an
unusual reaction to some foot powder caused her hands and feet to iteh
like they never had before. I guess the last straw ls that she's Jjust
getting better on XL deadline week, although I think I've been easier to
handle this time than others.

Man charcateristically stuck through the first few days of the
kidney infectlion (at that point we didn't know for sure what it was]),
but finally, on the night of June 30th, she broke down and decided to go
to emargency. We called a taxi.

Now, Imagine for a moment the sltuation. We get in the cab, Nan
holding her side, and tell him to go to the hospital. He immediately
asked us how fast we wanted to go. I think he thought that within

Eifteen minutes there might be three of usl
My adventure started at the hospital. After they took Nancy into

the emergency ward, a nurse stared at me for ten minutes. Finally she
asked what I was walting for, and I was dlirected to the cfficial waiting
room around the corner, where there were no wvacant chairs. Finally
someone left and I sat down and looked through a magazine. Suddenly
from the other side of the wall behind me was a blood-curdling scream.
And amother. And still another. Everyone in the room put a brawve Eace
on it, but they were all as scared as [ was. Iis that the psryson I Tams
with? We later found out that an attempt was being made to get someone
off drugs cold turkey near the emergency ward. Brilliant place Eor i,

I might add: shouldn't they have a basement or something for these
things? (Or maybe a public glass cage, to illustrate the perils of drug
addietion...)

Finally I found what seemed at the Etime to be an interesting
acrticle, but I don't for the llfe of me remember what it was all about.
It took my mind off the screams for awhile, anyhow. Howewver, ik
appeared that it took my mind off the rest of the world, because when I
woke up there was blood all over the Eloor! Apparently some idiot that
was bleseding to death Efigured you had to walt wuntil they called your
name .

At about 10:45 I had to go, since I had to work that might. They
let me go In and see Nan, who was pretty high on something, and barcely
knew who I was, although she had no gualms about dressing herselt in
front of me. I made her understand that I had to leave for work, and
told her to take a taxi home when she was ready. Then I went ko wait
for the bus. Ten minutes later, out of the darkness came a volce,
calling "Bru-ciell®™

The second annual issue of The Cream Shall Rise is out, showing the
results of the Runestone Poll in detail. The top ten in the three

categories were as follows:
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Tines (vith publishers name) zines (maim rime an 1isher) Gamesmasters

I. Costaguang (Comrad vom Metzke) I. B=Bay (Rom "Canada® Brown, in NFA) 1. Bary Coughlan [EE)
2. Europa Express (Bary Coughlan) 2. Hobbytalk: (Bruce Linsey, in ELD 2. Mark Larzelere (Appalling Greed)
3- [t"s A Trap (Steve Enight) 3. The Megaliplomak (Chris Carrier, in NEA) 3. Dave Kleiman (The Diplomat)

. Prazis (Alam Skewart) 4. Only Yesterday (Melson Heintzmann, EE). 4. Jim Benes (Dippy!

« Excelsior (Bruce Mclntyre) 3. High Imerkia flinda Courtemache, Rebel) 4. Andy Lischett (Chessecike)
5 Il[ y Borld Larry Peery) 6. Fiat Bellum (Bon Williaws, in Magus) 6. Dawe CarteriSleepless Knights)

. Riplomacy Digest (Mark Berch) 1. Flick of Rh HWIsI 7. Jeff Richwond (Frobozz)
I. The line Register (Simon Billeness) B, The C t losa B. Steve Knight (It's A Trap)
?. Mg Fized Address (Steve Hutton) 9. Hare of The Dog (Daf Langley, in Magus) 9. Ron 'Canada® Brown (Q-Day)
10. Magus (Steve Langley) 10. Husboldt (Kevim Tighe, in EE) 10. Matt Fleming

You can get a copy of TCSRM#2 Erom Brux for $2 if you didn't wvote

and 51 if you d4id. Oor, you could start thinking about next year and
create your own zine, plug the poll, and get it free (like I did}l 1

guess being characteristically late isn't much of an affromt to wvoters
in the zine poll; however, [ was 36th of 43 in the GM poll, which I
guess demonstrates what my problems are (or were). Still, my awverage
score of 7 demonstrates that you pecople who get XL and play Iin ILt's
games are kind hearted souls. My profound thanks to wyou all.

Part of the reason I'm on a personal high right now is that I seem
toe have had less trouble writing f£or the zine in the past week or so. 1
think part of the reason for this ls that ['ve been taking my small
collection of Costaguapas to work, and have been reading them in my
spare ktime. T was gverjoyed to hear that Cgskta won the poll by nearly a
third of a peoint. Good to see so many new faces doing well: Eilve new
zines inm the top twanty, and one new hobby service jJournal there as
well.

Conrad von Metzke has decided to run a Runestone Poll forum Im his
zine, and thus 1 have decided to close pPglltalk, letting Conrad take the
reins. You might see a bit (gquite a bit) more about the Runestone Poll
here next Issue or so, lf Conrad hasmn't enocugh room to print my six page
letter on the subject.

In conclusion, some guick facts about this year's Runestone: 211
people voted in the Poll this year, without telephone solicltationmn of
votes.....Rookies of the Year were Steve Knight for Ji's a Trag and for
GMing, and Chris Carrier for The MegaDiplomat..... The most improved zine
was Costaguyana, rising 46 places. The most improved subzine was Qply
Iesterday rising 30. HMHelinda Holley was the most improved GHM, rising 31
places..... The Gary L. Coughlan Award for sustained seaxcellence in
publishing, went to Gary Coughlan himself and Steve Huktten.....The Doug
Beyerlein Award for sustalined excellence in GMing went to Gary Coughlan,
Dave Carter, Andy Lischett, and Dave Kleiman.....Simon Billeness has
become the first person in Diplomacy's history to place a =zine In the
top ten on both slides of the Atlantic....All three categories saw
average votes go up this year: Brux considers this to be due to our
release from the Great Feud....And Nepean, Ontarlio is beling proclaimed
as the subzine capital of the world after winmimg the subzine poll two
yYyears ctunning.

I have an idea for a PBM Baseball game for next summer, but 1I°'d
like to know Lf there is enough Interest. I don't think it's guite as
complicated as the baseball game Ballpark about to get wunder way In
Perelandra, but there is considerably more luck invelved. Howeaver,
since my game is based on the fact that one of the things making
baseball unigue is the l162-game sSeason, the element of chance, in
whatever guantity, is almost certain to even out. Let me explain how it
works, bearling in mind that 1t Is stlll Iin the conceptuallzing stage.

Each team makes a batting lineup for esach game (there might be 20
games per team per deadline) that includes batting order, and position.

This may seem to be a weak point, 5 ut most iijor league teams do not
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change thelr lineups toeo much: you could write out maybe elght or nine
conditional lineups to cover twenty games easily. The GM rolls the dice
to decide which players were dominant in that game on offense, and which
were dominant on defense. These charts are hevily weighted towards
players likely to contribute most heavily in thase areas, like the top

of the order on offense, and the starting pitcher on defense. He then
takes only these player's ratings, and for each team adds the offense
together, then subtracts the defense total of the opposition. If &%

sounds simple, it is only because my major premise is to keep Ethe 162
game schedule. If it sounds very luck-coriented, remember that there are
162 games Iin a season.

My original thought was to have the players buy a team, mak ing up
players as they go, as in Unjted, but on second thought I think it would
be better just for me to make up a set of players and hold a draft.
However, since this is likely teo take a few deadlines in itself, 1 nead
to know who's interested now. Any takers?

Mancy's birthday present came quite late this year, because I had
to wait two months for the computer store to get a copy. Little
ks is, as you might guess, a game program of a different
kind. The first time you load it, the screen shows the inside of a
three-storey house. There's a kitchen with a water tank, a living room
with a telephone and a stereo, and upstairs there's a bedroom and a
bathroom. Presently, a little person rings the doorbell, and comes in.
He then leaves, and comes back, 1f he likes the house, with his dog.
From that peint en, he is yours te take care of. A computerlized teddy
bear !

Howewver, there are problems. If you don't kesp his water tank
full, or feed him, he'll get sick and Eurn green. If you don't pat him
on the head Erom time to time, or give him a new gift Eor his stereo, or
a book to read, he'll start thinking you don't love him anymore, and get
sad and listless. You can play poker and a few other games with him, or
you can make his telephone or alarm clock ring (though doing this too
often irritates himl). When I read the description of the program to
Nan, she wanted one immediately. The first one we got from the computer
store was defective, and the second one is waiting for Nan te pick it
up. More next time, I'm sure.

Another good reason for belng on a persomnal high, is Ethat 1 feel
I'm finally at the end of the tunnel in terms of putting the papecrwork
of XL onmn the computer. It generally has been the computer that has
caused the lateness problems, though 1t doesn't help when orders come
three days before the deadline. Can somebody 2. plain to me why 1t is
that whaen 1 extend the zines deadlines by a wee-, apnd cut down on the
turnaround time by nearly a week with the Eflyers, the bulk of the orders
{not merely changes either) still come in three or less days before the
deadline? Come on, players, let's get things in guickly. Do you really
want all your units to stand? You run that risk if you wait more than
about two weeks from the time you get the results. Don't scoff, 1
should know, I live here.

Things To Watch The Mallbox For Dept. : Bruce Linsey's massive
Publishers Handbook is out, containing lots of goodies to publishers
old; new, and would-be. Mark Berch's 100th issue of Diplomacy Djigest is
due out in September. You could do worse than to send Mark a sub chegue
in time. Mark's address is 492 Naylor Pl.,; Alexandria VA, USA 22304.

The music in last issue was from the series Star Trek, and was
incidental music used over and over again in various parts of the show.

I'm rather surprised nobody got it! Maybe this issue's excerpts will
strike a responsive chord somewhere.....
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Bartle of the Masterminds

I have this theory. My theory states that 1t should be possible to
wreite on any topic, no matter how banal or resteplctive, with enough 1i-
terary skilll sco that it will be interesting te all who take the time to
get past the flrst few paragraphs. I do not clalm that this belief of
mine betrays In me the urge tec bea a professional writer of any sort: I
feel that this ought to be what we go to school for twelwve years Eor,
and although some may be better at it tham others, any person with a
decent high-school education ought to be able to write convinvingly and
coherently about any tople for which he has sufficlent interest and
correspondling knowledge. It is unfortunate that education systems have
found this to be so difficult a task; literacy ls after all one of the
great assets of Mankind.

Having sald all that rather pompously, we know get down to the
business at hand: my attempt to put thls theory Into practice, by
writing an article about my latest attempt at computer programming that
all of my readers can both understand and enjoy. And hawving sald that,
1 predict that half of you have already turned te the next page. I can
only hope that they'll seize the first adventurous mood that strikes you
in the next six weeks and try to get through this again.

I have for ten years now been hooked on programming computers.
This iIs an addictive, hands-on type of activlity which is very difficult
Lo explain to a persen who has never understood the "joys" of spending
seven stralght hours finding out which instruction the computer is
taking too seriously.

They take them all too damned seriously, that's the problem. IE 1
were possible to write a program that caused a computer te burn out its
microchips, 1t would do sSo without hesitation. Often the simplest
programs can be messed up so badly, and in ways the programmer would
never imagine -- but let me be more specific.

The task I set myself was to program the machine to be able to beat
me at the game (the baslc game, & colours, 4 positions) of HMastermind.
For those who do not know the game, [I"11 explain it gquickly. One
player, the Codemaker, takes four pegs of different colours, and places
them in a rtow at his end of Ethe pegboard, shielded £from £the other
player . The peg colours (capitals indlicating the two letter
abbreviations I use) are BlacK, WHite, ReD, BlUe, GreeMN, and YelloW.
The other player's task ls to discover this pattern of colours and
positions Iin as few guesses as possible. For sach of his guesses he
gets a hint as to thelr success in the form of Key Pegs, which are black
and whlte, and which I dencte by X's and O's respectively. For each peg
that is inmn the rilght spot and is= the correct colour, the Codemaker
places a black Key Peg, and for each peg that is a correct colour but in
the wrong position, the Codemaker places a whilte peg. Such Key Pegs
need not be in any prescribed order; some examples follow:

THE CODE: RD BK YW RD
(shielded)

Guess=s § Key Pegs
1 BU GMN BK RD X 0
2 RD BU GMN YW X O
3 WH BU BK OGN a
4 RD RD YW BK X X o0
5 RD BE YW RD X X X X

The Codemaker's score here would be 5, the number of guesses made
by the Codebreaker. [Most playecrs ["ve played with score it like Golf,
in which case the Codebreaker would get S5 against him.) Note that thes
red peqg in the flrst guess drew only one Key Peg -- a black one (X) --
although there are two reds In the code. Each peg in the guess can only
correspond to one peg in the code, and black Key Pegs take precedance

over white ones.
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HNow, there was absolutely no necessity for me ko waste much Eime
teaching the computer, by way of programming, how to be a Codemaker.
The Codemaker's job requires very little intelligence: his only decision
is in making up the code. (Actually, I may end up modifying the program
so that the ccomputer doesn't choose triples or gquadruples -- codes

wlith the same colour repeated three or four times -- because tThey are
much easier to discowver.) Once the code is made, the Codemaker Jjust
walts for the guesses to be made, and gives the Codebreaker the Key Pegs
he has evoked. What I wankted to do was make the computer choose
logically which of the 1,296 combinations would be best as a guess.
This would be dAifficult.

Unfortunately, 1 fear I must tell you that I had problems Jjust
getting the computer to be an accurate Codemaker . Having it pick a
random code is easy. Having it give accurate Key Pegs turned out to be
rather more difficult than I theought. When I check for Key Pegs, L
flrst check to see how many black Key Pegs I must give, then discard
those and check how many whites remain among the rest. I programmed kthe
machine accordingly, or at least I thought I'd done so. When the
computer gave me three black Key Pegs and one white one, I knew
something was wrong. I mean Lf you've got three pegs "right place"” and
"right colour®™, the fourth cannot be "right colour™ and "wrong place™:
there's only one place left!

For the flrst time in the construction of the program, I was forced
to use the printer. The printer is used only when I want a paper
listing of the program, something I seldom need. I have a Programmer's
ald wedge called POWER 64 which makes programming a lot easier. I'4d
better explain: a wedg# 1s a program which alters the memory of the
computer to make things esasier for the user. You run a wedge like a
normal program, and BASIC (the language in which you correspond with the
computer via the keyboard) remains intact, except for a few artificial
enhancements. For example, with POWER 64, I can change all the
occurrences of the word DOG to CAT in my program by typing a one-line
command . O0r I can change the meaning of pressing (shift) C, so that the
screen is automatically cleared when I do this. orc I can list the
values of all program wvariables at a certain point. A word processor ls
simllar, but isn't a wedge in that it changes the compuktez rather than
enhancing it. When you load In your word processor, you can't type out
a BASIC program. But I can load POWER 64, play a few games, and the
"wedge” will still be present.

The reason lt's unusual to need a printed output of the program 1Iis
that POWER 64 has what's called automatic program scrolling. This means
that when you list a program that is longer than the screem has room
for, you can mowe the curscor to the bottom of the screen, and beyond,
and the next line will appear! The line that was at the top of the
screen will disappear, but you can scroll in both directions, so it ecan
be recovered as well. But I didn't feel like scrolling, S0 I got a
printout.

I followed the program through its paces to find out how it was
gqetting three black and one white Key Peg. I didn'k Eilnd any errorcs,
but the computer apparently didn't like the way I followed instructions,
because it kept coming up with the wrong answers. Finally I decided ¢to
program it a different way: check for correct colours first, then check
Eo see which of them are In the right position. This worked well; or at
least I haven't seean it faill yet.

The next step was To program the machine to break =3 codes. My
idea was guite simple: since a computer can calculate a million times
faster thanmn a human, it ought to be able to check each possible code, as
Ehough it were the answer, against the Key Pegs obtained so far. A
human cannot do this because there are 1296 different codes on the check
list. But I reasoned that my computer could do it much faster,
especlally in the later guesses when most of the codes hawve been

previously eliminated.
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Well, [ was wrondg .

The computer was instructed to first calculate which codes were
still possible, then plick oene cf these at random as its next guess. I
also Ilncluded, for trivia, a statement whereby It would tell me how many
codes were still possible. There was a slight hitch at first, when it
took the computer a long time to guess from amongst the six remalining,
because I'd told it to keep plicking codes at random until it Efound one
that was still possible, and even at breakneck speed LIt still can take a
long time to pick one of the other countries lf some joker has put 1220
red blocks into the hat as well.

Anyhow, once that bug was ironed sut, this was the resulkt:

Codebreaker: H“Bruce

Codemaker : Marvin
Cuess § Key Pegs
1 WH YW GN BU o Q0
2 RD BU WH BK X 00
3 RD GHN BE WH 0O X O
4 YW BK WH RD o0
5 GN BU RD BK X X X X
Codebreaker: M<“Bruce
Codemaker : Marvin
Guess # Key Pegs
1 WH BU BK YW X o
2 RD BK RD YW o X
3 (38) BK BU RD BK X X X
4 (4) BU BU RD BK X X X

5 (1) GN BU RD BK X X X X

The number 1in brackets Is the number of codes that were still
possible according to the computer, Marvim as I call him. 1 made my
code the same as his so there could be no clalim of ineguality.

S0, what does that prove? Well, not much, except there's a sllight
problem. Marvin took nearly fifteen minutes for his second guess, and
almost twenty-five minutes total. It took me just over four minutes to
come up with the same result, but most of my time was taken up after my
fourth guess had been played. I dither need a faster compukter, or a
better program for letting it figure out its guesses.

1 did play a five round match with it one night. I had completed a
novel I was halfway through by the time the game was over. The scorce:
25 for me, 25 for Marvin, an average of 5 guesses per round,

Possible improvements? These fall into two classes, speed
improvements, and efficiency improvements. Speed improvements are
difficult to envision. I could program 1t to guess a certain
combination off the top, and then feed the program with a list of the
codes possible after each possible set of Key Pegs. For example, the
computer might guess 1. WH RD CN BU, and then invoke the provided
list corresponding with the set of Key Pegs [ gave it. I could then
generalize the first guess from a constant 1. WH RD GN BU, te a
Jeneral 1.-% 2 3 4, with the computer to pick Ehe colours
accordingly. The longest time between guesses would then be about six
minutes, which Is OK. I'd probably do better if 1 thought For six
minutes myselE!

Efficiency improvents: Flrst, guessing a double ©on guess B2 is
generally regarded as a bad move. Most good players usually play an
cpening pattern, for example: 1. 1 2 3 4, 2. 2 3 4 5. This is
the most popular opening pattern, but were the computer to get a black
Key Peg on guess #l, the second part of the opening pattern would be
thrown out as impossible, desplte the fact that it is informatiwve as Aa
gquess . Second, I have to get the computer Eo choose its codes MOE e
carefullw. No smart Codemaker =ve=r chooses a triple or a gquadcuple, but
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exee‘glo. BATTLE OF THE MASTERMINDS continued

the computer can, and has. Third, and this is far far down the road, 1
might have the computer try to find the best guess from those still re-—
maining in the later guesses. In other words, it would take each pos-
sible guess in turn, figure out how many combinations would still be
possible Eor each of the 14 possible Key Peg combinations it could get
for that guess, and choose the one that narrowed the possibilities the
most. This would quite likely result in a long wait (perhaps as much as
an hour for one guess), but it would probably be able to challenge
experts successfully.

Postal Clue 6

Steve Dycus was asleep. He had been asleep for some time. As a matbttex
of Eact, there was general worry among the members of the Team to find
out who killed Mitch Wageler, not only because it had been established
that Lt was one of them, but because if Steve knew anything, he wasn't
likely to donate Information.

This fact alone made him suspicious, but Bill Becker was having

none of that. He had found some masking tape and was covering some dice
with it.
"What are you up to?" asked James Early. The Texan had waited long

enough for a chance to bounce an suggestion off the committee, and wWas
understandably getting impatient.

"] have no idea wheo killed Mitch,”™ said Bill, "so I'm going to make
a random suqgestlion.”™ He marked the masking tape on sach side with the
names of the possible weapons. Then he picked up the other die and
started writing names on ik. When he got to Becker, he hesitated.

"You'd better include yourself, or it won't be random," growled
Early, who had not taken great liking to the fact that the £first name
Bill wrote was his.

"Guess so," said Becker, writing. "I don't have any 5-sided dice."

"That reminds me," Early said. "How are you gqoing to do the rooms.
There's nine of them."

#"With this."™ Out of Becker's pocket came a thing that, upon closer
inspection, proved to have nine sides of roughly egqual area, but the

thing had a very unusual shape. Even the nine faces were of different
shapes . "Proven mathematically to be randomly accurate. I think it was
invented by that Hungarlam nut Rubik. You know, the one that invented

the cube.™
When the dice were prepared, all Eive of the conscious members of

the commitee gathered round. The dice came to a stop showing Conrad
Minshall in the Ballroom with the Rope.

Minshall looked pleadingly at Early and Krukowski. Meither said a
word; in fact, both nodded as though thelir calculations had pointed ko
that result. Bill looked at Janet Cooley. "Weall?"

Janet motioned towards the sleeping Eigure on the sofa. "I resercve
the right to speak last."

"But he's asleep! We can't wake him up just for this, can we?"

At that point, a hanging plant fell on the sofa with a large thump,
Dycus narrowly escaping injury. Still asleep, he rolled over, omnto the
Eloor. An unusual looking playing card fell out of one pocket.

Becker was there first. He was the only one who saw it.

[What did Bill see? 1Is Conrad Ealling apart for a reason, or is he
acting to confuse the issue? Will Steve Dycus wake up? And, most
importantly, how doas Mitch Wageler GM in DEBUSSY if he's dead? The
answers to these and other questions may be in the next installment.
James Early's guess 1s due by September B8th.|
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My New AccompanisTt

Yesterday, while making a conscious effort to stay up long enough to
watch the Tyson-Frazler Eight (you know, Ehe one that lasted three
punches: boy, did I feel like an idiot staying up six hours more than I
should have after work for ¢hat) by going downtown from work instead of
stralight home to bed as usual, I bought a computer program, a "computer,
music composition toolkit” that outdoes my other two music programs by a
country mile. The flirst program I bought simply turns the top of the
typer lnto a piano keyboard, and you cam record each of three parts,
then can play them back. The problem here: you have to perform the
parts with perfect accuracy, and since I'm not a plano player, 1 was
rather limited. The second program I bought looked promising, except
that it was only designed to make use of one of the Commodore &64's three
voices. The only advantage was an optlonal connection to a stereo Efor
better guality socund.

The program I bought yesterday is called Master Composer and is put
out by Access Software, Inc. It has everything one could ask for.
First you type all three parts of your piece in on a guasi staff set up
on the screen. Then you group the measures into blocks, and the blecks
into pages; so you can cater to the form of the plece and not have to
enter anything that's repesated a second time. Once per block you can
change the sound guality of any of the three voices, and there 1is an
auvdition mode whereby you can hear the sound of the tone while you're
changing Lt. When you're satisfied that you have the sound of the
clarinet (or whatever you're looking for) reasonably electronically
produced, you can save It to disk for another time. The best parct is
that apparently you can add the pleces you arrange/compose to your other
BASIC programs, so that they play in the background. Suddenly Ethose
long waits in the Mastermind program doesn't seem so bad.

It was only today that I realized that this type of program (and
there are bound to be others like Lt for other more powerful computers,
like Commodore's Amiga computer which apparently cam handle wup teo 32
simultaneous volces) will have a very useful application for me when I
go back to school to complete my music education degree.

About 70% cf music students, including myself, have diEficulty
filnding a piano accompanist in order to perform the pieces they've spent
long hours practicing solo, in recitals and juries. (A jury is to your
lessons what a final exam Is to your other courses -= except that a
Jury, in which you play alone for Eifteen minutes in Efront of a handful
of professionals, is infinitely more terrlfying.) There always aren't
enough accompanists around, the piano majors have their own recitals and
Juries to worry about, and the accompanlsts that are there are usually
somewhat expensive for a mere student. Their fees are not in the laast
unjust, since the Great Composers frowned upon writing pieces Eor two
instruments Iln which one part was suffliclently dlifflcult Eto Justify
studying it im the first place, and the other part was for beginners.
In £faectkt, it's wusually ktEhe piano part that's more difficult,
technigue-wise, to play.

Another problem is that once you get this accompanist, the piliano
part always has surprises. You never guite sxpected it to sound like
that, you think, and conseguently you must adjust to the new
surroundings. O, in ceverse, you cannot put any emotion intoe a piliece
while practicing it solo, because you can'kt picture in your mind the
pianc part. All this eventually adds up to the performer needing more
time than usual with the accompanist. And this is another reason why
the average student has trouble Eilnding accompanists: lt's nokt that Ehe
"stars"™ snap them up guickly, lt's the other way around, because were I
an accompanist, I'd not want to have to work with someone who needed
many sesslons ko "put the two parts together" LE I were used to
accompanvina students who ao into the session knowing what they want and
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| whakt they'll be hearing.

Enter M"Bruce and his computer.

With the computer I can enter the pianc part (or at least most of
it, remember, with the 64 I'm limited to three voices) Erom any
plano-clarinet duet, and practice it at home. O I can enter the othet
part(s) from a duet, trio, or guartet, and play along. I can start
slowly until T work up enocugh technigue to take it up tEo speed. or I
can play parts over and over again, with accompaniment. I can £ine tune
the computer to match the tuning of my lnstrument, or even transpose the
piece down a whole semitone if it is meant for clarinet in A (the
standard clarinet is in B-flat, but many orchestral parts are written
for clarinet in A, since it gets along much better with the sharp keys
that wviolins lowve).

Entering the score into the computer is su-e to hawve pedagogical

advances as well. I mean, there's no better Ay to learn what the
accompanist will be doimg thanmn by teaching the —omputer how te play the
piane parct in detail. When it's Eime for the session wikth Ehe

accompanist, I'll know exactly what it'll sound like, ewven to the poinkt
of being able to spot mistakes in the accompanist's part without wading
through the score.

I'm €ellin' ya, it's almost enough to get me to start practicing
five hours a day like [ never have before.

({I'm getting pretty damned prelific with these article
afterthoughts, ah?) I must tell the Eollwing anecdote which remotely
concerns Master Composep. When I got on the bus to go home, I opened
the package and took out the manual. To my great delight, it was rather
substantial, X[ sized, but not reduced-print, and 52 pages. L became
more and more excited the farther I read, and by the time I got home L
couldn't wait to kry it out. This I did, but I found certain problems.
The two biggest ones were the functlons called opening and clesing
blocks, which the manual did not cover at all, desplte many desperate
searches by yours truly, and this logical paradox:

"To change the number of PAGES to be played, move the cursor to the
last page to be played and press [RETURN]..... [fE you do net need to
change the last PAGE played, press [(RETURN] from any page to go back to
the PROGRAMMIMG MODE screen."”

Translated, this means: tec change things, press return. If you
don't want to change things, press tetutn. Predictably, when I pressed
return, nothing changed.

On Sunday night while at work, I wrote the company a pleasant
letter which covered many of the peoints that this article did, and
presented a few other uses I'd thought up. I was about to mail it but
decided to walt until I got home, so I could include a SSAE with an
Amer ican stamp. The the letter sat on the desk for three days while I
typed in half the zine, and one third of the Mozart Clarinet Concerto's
first movement. (The remaining two-thirds will have to go on separate
files, to be 1linked together whem I'm finished.) When I started
adjudicating games on Tuesday, [ didn't need my desk until Superbourse,
but then it became neccessary to unclutter it. WwWhen I moved the Master

Composer package, a slip of paper fell out.

It was an Errakta sheek. I've never seen an Errata sheet in any
software package. And, of course, the problems I'd found were cleared
up. To change the number of pages you have to press SHIFT/RETURMN.

Opening a block places a free block at the spot where you are, and moves
all the others up to make room for Lt. Closing a block deletes it and
moves the rest down. And there were about ten typos to correct as
well.

I can't reccommend this program enough to any C-64 owner interested
in using the computer as a musical instrument. Buy it1]
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Pente ANSWERS

The Pente DIOHIEm that appeared in XL W#l2, page 29, was Ffrom the book

- k by Tom Braunlich. We had three antries, two with
Elaws, and one that wasn't gquite the one 1 had in mind, but which I
couldn't prove wrong.

Conrad Minshall's suggested solutionm involved the following
sequence: 1. g9, rlo*; 2. q%, 09; 3. mll*, 0%; 4, ml2. Conrad has set
up a situation where the black astones at nl0 and o9 are captured
creating two four threats. Howaver , this capture is not possible,
because the white stone at p8 is captured as a result of 1. ..., r10%®,
Therefore, his third move, 3. mll, does nokt capture anything.

Greg Ellis' suggested solution went lilke this: 1. ploOo, [« 2 ob%,
P7; 3 19, 18; 4. n7, klD; 5. mé, n5*; 6. mé creating a fatal four that
obwviously cannot be blocked on both ends with one move. My reply to the
opening move would be 1. ..., nB%*, which captures one of the stones
making up the eventual four threat.

Try as [ might, I can't Eind anything wrong with Randolph Smyth's
solution, which surprised me because he mentlioned that he learned from
my two-sentence description of the rules. I remembered that Randolph
has played Go, the Orlental game from which Pente draws its reoots, but I
can't see any Go-like sjtuations here. Randolph's solution: 1. mi2,
k10*; 2. ml2, mll; 3. g9, rlo; 4. g9, 09; 5. miexx hich wipes the
board clean of six black stones, leaving two Eatal open fours. I'11
award four issues to Randolph for the second-best possible solution, and
Eive more to anyone who can show a flaw in Randolph's solution.

0id you notice that the big meve in all the sclutions was a mowve
that made multiple captures? This was the key to the spectactular
solution, provided at the last minute by Bill Becker, who wins himself
Eive free:

WHITE BLACK

1. 18 19 19
2. 18 ni** 19
[Black can play 19=# |

or n8 first, but he _ - 17

must play the other -+ 1é
second. ] s

3. ml2 ml 1l ' ,2 |
4. g9 o9 _ %:Ei 4

5_ mg*l*ﬁi
[You really have to

set it up. What has J A ) :
happened is that ;

White has jusk won . I
with five captures on -
a singlé move, three , ;

moves after "sacrli- \ )(

Elcing™ (LE you can _
call a forced capture P

a sacrifice) four T—T IJ‘l
captures to Black. §} | - b b % fb_‘

Each move was abso- | \‘l z
lutely forced; the ]
only choice Black had
was in the first
move, and whatever he
chose not to do was - .

about to be forced on

him anyhow. Spec- W
taculardc-esn‘tevenabccl‘g'?ﬂhljklmnopqrs

do it justice!]
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MosTt of The Post

Yes, I know how much you all hate it when I cut up your letters for
column. You have noticed that I've not been doing 1t as much ,

you? In any case, I wanted to get the guiz comments and Walkman
applause separate, and of course the wrestling stuff is in

Words (it occurs to me that ['ve not heard Erom Steve Hutton on my
annexation of this title, albelt for somewhat different purposes,
did I ask permission...}). All of which dcocesn't leave much of

Gardner's letter, but let's print what's left anyway.

PAUL GARDNER: He=llo’ Soms comments an your
Qn the caover: Maradona "punched” the ball inta the Qual? Hith his
TP s gch a commonly wused word an sports ¢ BOQp s fpunchesdt
ball 1mto right Fileld”; “"The Raiders Just fpanefad 1é 10t tie

haven't
story

Eighting

this

norc
Paul

newl y 2 ived 1.5 Fue

zons"t that [ completsly missed ths literal meaning & hres Ffarst £ oames

Foad 1€ Actually, [ may bhauve beard that Maradona Sid that 3 3
the pnewspaper, but 1¢ slipped =y mind. Besides, ha's ths PR . I3
world Jso they say).
What®s thuis about you npnat Iiking lTitan? You
apologize o Ruspak again——he's 1nto the game Cthese Jays (50 am [V.
BM: Russ sent me Who Cares? ¥#38, in which some of the Powers

Cosmic Dip were descrlibed, along with rules for WWIIIb and some

4-6 cans of beer beforehand. "I1f nothing else,” says Russ, ik
even up the attentlon span gap.™ A central problem with Tltan 1is
it's good play to remember from past stack recruitments who has
where, but bad form to jot these observations down on a piece of
Some of us just don't have the memory. I myself spent 80% of the
in my one and only experience at the game checking my Efeeble 1
stacks just to see what they had in them. And every thirty seconds
hawve to have another look.

I admit to being more than a bit biased against Diego
That the ball went in off his fist was clear to everyone in the

simply mistimed his jump so that the ball missed his head and hit
hand is unclear.
around his mouth (somewhat unnmatural), and the ball
into the goal, over the outstreched hands of
brilliant Engllsh goalie.
remind you that Maradona is known as a player who will take what he
get no matter what: Ethils ls evident in his diving prowess, his
of dirty play (he was red carded twice in 1982, I believe), and
skill in the fine art of time wasting.

Maradona, ‘the best Ln the world? No way. Maradona scored
goals in the tournament. One was the illegal goal against England,
was the shot from the wing against Italy that Glovannl Galli should
stopped (he thought it was going to miss the post), and still
was his run through the English defense while half of them were
forward trying to equalize without playing wvolleyball.

By the way, Paul, dld you notice that NBC's World Cup
included a soccer nupezt by the name of Paul Gardner?

W: Yol a@asked Ffor a HIt of J):‘_\r-( iy e Chey 2 F B

salled

Peter Shilton,

prefer the s-weaek deadlipe option ar the irradgulayr 1ssiuwsy WIth Japes
flyar. I prefay the irregular lssuss with gamers Ly flyar. I
thir because [ probabily would not et .—.lan-c.r Jicatrons Far bath PR e
omne time the Fflisr waadd arrive at Jifferant Cames and § coald
my €ims 1in studying =ach game eparately. But more 1mportant iz
sepIritae Fliwvrs: would allow you o spend 2 1ittle tize 2dgadicating
gams g send 1¢ out rather Efran a Iarey & Wi f o i £ i mes paattin
taage ther an iIssuas. It woald s==m to =me Chat larger amoants of tims

seres v gaed Farther bs twsen thaw o 1iEEE- tias b

w1 ghi Fyaper=

paper.

Maradona.
world
except the officials; whether he punched it into the net deliberately or

But condsider this. The hand that hit the ball was up
beautifully

histeory

another
pushing

coverage

for

chat .

He thinks the game would be better if his opponents were forced to drink
would

that
what

E ime

ittle

I*d4

his

the

If that evidence is not good encough, let me

can
his
five

one
have
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think that Qames would e kepl on & more svuen schedals by Flysrg § think
that Ron Broawn has foand this to be Erue.

If you Jdecade gupaon game by (flyer, you should Erz2at subsoraptilons as
a4 lusp sum A8Sunt. Then, d=duct SO0 cenpts per regular 1sswe a2 i@ b sy
the suabscription rate Is, and dsduce 75 cents p-_;r" fiyer =¥ Ew ] . T S ]
amaunt that waald cover your poastags casts gt a pinisum. I doanTt axpact
yo2a €o Q0 Droke ~— 1t 15 wmy hobby and I expect to pay a 3l amoun L1,
participatian.

BM: Agree and disagree. I refuse to charge anything €£or the
Elyers, partly out of generosity, partly because I know how difficult it
is to keep flyers with the zines they belong to. (AL least my

Elyers--shouldn't it be spelled this way?--are 8 1752 by 111!) I'm still
deciding between eight or nine weeks for the international gamesj; i1E
it's eight, Superbourse will be included in the rotation. Howewvaer there
is mo rotation for the regular games, so you would, if you were im both
ALBINONI and BEETHOVEN, get two flyers concurrently. As for spending a
lot of short periods adjudicating the games versus spending a weekend
dolng them all, this isn't guite what I had in mind. I'd have a much
worse time GMIing six games with different deadlines than GHing six of
which most of them have the same deadlines. The reasons I'm doing the
flyers are a) because I want the players to get the adjudications as
soon as possible after the deadline, and not only deo letters tend to
move faster in the mall than zines, but at least if the zine iIs late the
Elyers will still be out; b) it glves me a four day periocod between the
time the games are adjudicated and the time the zine proper has to be
cready for the printer. Except for the upcoming problem whereby the
deadline after next will have me In Montreal {detalls elsewhere), all
games should be on pretty even schedules from now on with the §flyers.
And that's a relief to me as well as to you playerst!

i I wantsd to drop yow a short nots to say fthank yowu For

the samples. I had bheard about youar S~aver from = 9 d Blees 1 3 p=oapls
howsvar sveryonse that had promised to semd wme a copy neusr Jid. {
firally 9ot a <copy from Pawl Gaerdner a cowuple of Jays after your samples

irrivad .

BM: Probably spilling the beans on how much I don't enjoy Iltan.
Thanks In return for the copy of Who Cares? #38: I like the ideas behind
Cosmic Dip, and if you're loocking for one person to Eill the game, let
me know. There's apparently an English variant by Richard Sharp called
Valn Rats (knowing Richard as I do, that's wundoubtedly an anagram of
something) in which the rule changes are made public, but nobody knows
who has what power! Looking through the Powers for Cosmic Dip, it
appears to me that the Warmonger (all units worth double strength)] would
be difficult if not impossible to stop, although locking at the other
Powers, Lt appears that the Terrorist could blow him away, the Mole
could tunnel behind his lines, the Hypnotlst could send him in the wrong
direction, the Clone could multiply and attack in force, the Chameleon
could keep him guessing, the Assassin could murder selected wunits of
him, and the Amoceba could transfer strength to <challange him in one

critical spot. Az I say, It certalnly sounds Interestling!

PETE GAUGHAN: Now you’uve Jops §E. Quizr on lapguages far an M.2.
candidate in linguistics. S=« enclased for teacher” s g g tion. ( My
Ppirlfriaeand Cathy 1nsists that [ li1st mores thap one ahen I can. Qhkay . - -

MELINDA HOLLEY: By the way, your pussle” s e d . oy i LS o Rl
enclosed. #il, 12, i+, 5, I7, and 20 were pretty asy. #iZ and 18 wers
hardsr and I"®» pat saure about I8. RIZ armd I% are Joosil=ss.

BM: The idea for the guiz came to me when I thought of how many
languages end in the same familiar letters, like TAN and ISH. When we

speak of some type of jargon as a language, we usually append ESE on the
and to make it sound leqgit; for example, speaking Bridge-ese might be
talking all the time of hooking kings and finessing for jacks, while
pre-empting opponents as often as possible. If you don't play a let of
Bridge, that probably sounds like a Eoreign language to you. But even
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though adding ESE makes a language name out of a noun, there aren't that
many real languages that end in ESE, at least not nearly as many that
end inmn TAN or ISH. ©Once this thought took shape Iin my mind, I then
started jotting down as many last three letters as I could think of.
Pate actually phoned to tell me he had the first nineteen but was

certain there was no possible answer for twenty. What could I say?! I
told him that the term languages could be applied rather loosely; beyond
that [ couldn't say anything, of course. When his answers came in, R20

sald "Brallle®”, and peinted me to a short note omn the back: "AHA .
Margie Whitford gave me thls one, after I rejected it thinking it was
spelled with one L1 (Mot five minutes after I called you...)"

While Pete was getting the answer Eteo number 20 in Axrlinmgton,
MH“Bruce was checking a dictlonary in Burnaby -- because I thought that
it might turm out that Braille was spelled with one L1} Luckily, it
didn't; however, it is a rather umnfair guestion, since Braille is not a
language but rather a system. Randolph Smyth said "if [(Braille] is what
you were looking Eor, I think you're -reaching to call it a 'language'."™
Right you are, Randolph: it becomes apparent when you consider that a
unllingual blind man from a German-speaking country would not have any
chance of successfully reading a Braille book printed im the United
States.

So, what I've done (s award the prizes as follows: Pete and
Randeolph both got all twenty, so they split the Efive issues. Joan
Extrom got all but #20, so I1'l]l give her two issues. And because we had

an expert in the field, I°'1l1 give Melinda Holley a free Iissue (we're
trading, Melinda, where would you like me to send it?) for trying, and
getting all but nos. 3, 13, 14, 18, and 19. I hope that's fair enough
for all concerned, and thanks for trying!l

JOAN EXTROM: & =njgoysd the languag=s qJaiz s mach that ' mas

ipspired ta write a lettsr, My quiz epntry 15 on a s pr@ra te ifraa € o
paper . Yesterday when [ started, [ had I35 answers Ether toni s B
JuUst came to me. Gee, [ hope [ win. Qur family has Digazn am 2 lachky

streak. Last night we got a phaone call that Samaniha had won a2 B2D gilt
certificats I1p &4 draning sponsaorsd by the annual Philomath Frollic %

Rodea. The giftt certificate was to a laocal flarist, but = LETET=CE | £a
find a cowuples af apprapriats things Ffor Samantha va CLallaan il i
stuffed bear) and ased the rest to g9t a plant Ffor odar psighbour

Laved CEhe sosne wWith the bt 5 dr iver ' Hodi inspired tak ing the
batbtaeriss cat. i cant €hink of a better way to handls sach an absurd
sitoaatian .

Nancy, yau left your towsel here daring LepreCon. F o - packed gaway
in a bag waiting for you to retriesve It next year —-— or would you fike

-

me o send 1& Ea yowu” Rusnak l=sft one hers, oo, Hes lestting wE 5 =
1t till MHe reclaimsy 1€ in persom.

The LepreCon rewviai was wonderfal . let my mother read 1t = 5y af 5 e
Hasn"t guits sare what ta think of thais hobby.

I hear you’ll be at BRUXCorn in October. There"®s a slight chapos
Samantha &3 I will get to ga —— soms toms this fall w=*1] re mak ing
bi—anprcval pirigrismage €3 visit Ken®s Ffolks an Piretsburgh -—- bol we wan' i

hawse the monesy (o think aboat 28 for at least another maonih.

BM: Part of the reason it's taken me so long to get past the rank
novice stage at Empire Bullder is because I haven'k the slightest idea
of where cities are on the east coast. However, I've just gottem cut a
copy of TRBAX, and lt looks as though Dalton (whose location I know from
past searching through a real map) is a bit closer to Montreal (where
~e'll be) than Pittsburgh (where you'll be). Also, the TRAXYX map says
you have a few more mountaln mileposts to trawvel through, but hopefully
cthat won't present too much of an obstacle, and we'll be seeling you
here on Ockt. 24-26!

I thought my article on LepreCon "85 was a bit better than this
year's version, but I'"'m glad you enjoyed ik. Nobody outside the Hobby
reads a typical article, in any zlne, ulthci Snminq to the belief that
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we'te all crazy. I know because in December the border guard wanted to
read half of XL, as well as a few of the other zines I happened to have
with me, presumably to assure himself that [ wasn't Importing Communist
material. He was rather confused.

We'll get the towel next year. We have rather enough towels around

here now anyway. No need to spend a fortune sending it here!
Remind me next year just before LepreCon to rig wup a Neré
basketball set like the one I have In my room for Samantha. The clear

plastic bucket that small candles are sold in makes an approprlate-sized
basket for Nerf basketball, which I engage in when I need a short break
Erom the computer.

PETE GAUGHAMN: Morals Test: I wish [*d dons 1t. My @irlfriens.
cheered when she read it. R

PAUL GARDNER: #s for yaour moral guestion —-— I didn" ¢ know Wallkmans
cauld prodace noise €9 bother someons ROt wedr ing them. Maybe the Quy” s
wife was beating him or somsthing. He had o takes ¢ out 31 FOME 2N
Brucae, I Jon"t s<ee much of @ gquestian here - bhe aboased &I g g paying
Tus tamar, andg e ot part oFf what bes Fes s@riygsd ( yowu 2idpfa it ol Ffide= 5

complaint tooa).

BM: Every response I get on this one seems 100% in favour of my
actions, calling them both justified and brilliant or inspired (which I
rather enjoyed; thanx, Joan!). My former roommate, Ron Gordon, who
thinks psycholegy is numero uno, was moved to tears when I told him the
sStory. I guess I'm as paranold as Steve Knight, because I still have my
doubts that what I did was right. 1'd have preferred to confront the
driver without the presence of other passengers. I guess the only way
to do that would be to f£ille a complaint, and that strlkes me as being a
sure fire way to get nowhere.

As 1t turns out, I didn't file a complaint, because I felt that the
poor bugger had suffered encugh being verbally horsewhipped on his own
bus. Howewver, the interesting thing Is that I've taken the same run
several tiimes since; and he's not there anymore! Perhaps one of the
other passengers complained.

You can hear the sound coming from many Walkmans, but the wvolume
has to be at least 80% full blast, and eaven then Lt sSeems to be only the
elements of music consisting of noise waveforms (im. drums, cymbals,
sometimes rock singers voices) that escape. Usually, you have ko be
within 10 feet to hear them. The driver was farther than that, 1 was
playlng Ravel's Le Tombeau de Couperin (no loud percussion, no voices)

at the time, and the engine was running.

EETE GAUGHAN: “Diatribe” mas Ethe wropg waord, and I sp2logize
SamIng 20 toga strang. S=a L g P fd=—"TJocktalk"™ EYalSTigs Hme @30
stations 1gnoring hHockey Jand messing ap reparts Wihen flhre y da pay
Fttemtrant £ confusesd this with two ather, much upl r<r, paragraph:
abowut the U.S. el semhare . BUT this me e i SeEmon s trata s Yy
bypesrsensaitivity to it, 50 you may disregard my raving. Fledss.

I agres that the Titan rulebook is hesavy wading ' angay Ethe il B
but I'd like it batter if there wasr & Beginner®s Sdition with battles
hedng about I/0 as complex.

‘Parachute” rides (dm.g. Space Tossr) are my sacond favorifs aft
¥, steep, (preferably wooden and rickety’) coaster-s)

I stall haven® t rres el the Sine tharacghly W LPPS LTI Sl BT S P =
dcE -SwvEr, Ehen 1ots more Cime later® o0 maybe 11 s=pd anothesr leit
And maybe not.

BM: Well, thanks for this one, anyway. It is at once good and

terrifying to know that highly literate people 1like yourself are
spending that much time with XL, even if It takes a while to find the
time to do so. Luckily, since there hasn't been ancother letter, I ecan
only assume that your detailed perusal hasn't found anything out of the
ordinary, so 1l sigh a great sigh of relief.

The old Pacific Naticonal Exhibition amusement park has a good old
coaster. 1 agqree with you that the old ones are generally better,
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&nyoua who lows the WWF must know by mnow that a most interesting
plot, foreshadowed by my comments last time, has been set up involwving

Paul "Mr. Wonderful®™ Orndorff. This is what our resident expert had ¢to
say (among other WWF topics), before most of it all tock place!

w: Just thopght I'"d Fill e im oamn t e Ilatest WHF
JAFEIP .

Kord is that Roddy Pipsr will ra arn af ter all IFTS IS ez * Jane
rabking hils movie. That should be aboaut the apd 2 Jaly.

The Giant Machine®s identity is obuiows. (It's Andre the Glant,

finding a way back into the actlnn after Bobby the Brain Heenan found a

way to get him suspended) His partner, Sup=r HMHachine, i1s actually Bill
Eadie, botter known as the Masked Superstar.

Pespite Piper”™s i1spending return, 1t appears as thoagh Orndorif may
still twrrn villair (thowgh one never kpaws Far soaresld, 'y Jast v G Fpenad
Irpndorf f-Hogan wvs. Hoondogs where Orndorff, porétrayed with a chip o L 0
shoalder, refured to tag ocut. Mext week, when OJrndarff-Hogarn take N
S tudd=-Bundy, w=2*"ll probably see thes culwmiration when Qradorf{ tarps pad.
Erther that, ar jt"1ll all be resolved when Qrndorff [esarns that Hogan 15

really his troue-blue Ffriend during this wmatch.

BM: Just to recap what actually happened, Orndorff, on his second
tEime lmn the ring, stayed there, refusing to tag out, until he had won
the match. Finally he tagged, and Hogan came in, and was qguickly In
deep trouble, being double teamed wviciously. The ref lost control, and
Orndocrff didn't come to Hogan's aid. Flnally, The Hulkster escaped and
made the tag, and the match was over guickly. Hogan came out to
congratulate him=-=-though the ceongratulatlieoens were guite subdued, you
could see that Hoganmn wasn't toe happy about being left at the mercy of
Bundy and Studd. During the celebrations, suddenly Orndorff whacked
Hogan, and followed it up with a piledriver. Predictably, all hell
broke loose, and now it appears as though Orndorff will be the next
challenger to Hogan for the heavyweight tiltle. Considering that Bundy,
Studd, Muraco, Funk , and others have lost repeatedly against the
Hulkster, I guess it's only leglcal that they should look for a new
challenger.

In yesterday's mail was the premier lssue of a great new =zine, by
Steve Langley, called Thump 'n Grunt. The zine covers the action in the
PBM pro-wrestling game of Thump 'n Grunt that Steve devised. There are
six managers, and esach manager has six wrestlers, Eour of which ( Ewo

solo and one tag team) £ight each round. The object is not to win more
than anyone eslse, It is to make the most money . 0OEf course, buying
better wrestlers costs more, as does tralming them to be better. But

losing all the time doesn't get you much purse money, so there is a keen
sense of balance In the strategy.

0Of course, such a game would be boring lf it weren't rum by such an
imaglnative person such as Steve. The nlne matches of the flrst round
took fully tenmn pages to write upl And the writeup is a brilliant satire
of the WWF TV presentation, with stars llke Vince McVince, Jesse "The
HMouth"™ Oxnard, the Living Legend Brumno San Dlegeo, and of course Eamed
interview specialist Dirty Bertie Oaklyn. Not only that, the managers,
Delectable Daf (Langley), Ahab Queeg (a.k.a. Bob Olsen), Kathy
"Bloodsucker” Byrne, Frank "The HManager"™ Byrne, Tom "Cosmic 2Zap" Hise,
and some lunatic that calls himself The Bonny Laird M Bruce, have chosen
characteristically outlandish names Efor thelr wresktlers, along wikth part
histories of them, which makes the write-ups that much mMOEe
entectaining. My wrestlers did reasonably well in the first round, the
tag-team known as The Conjurers (Abrah Qadhabra and Ali Khazam) won the
tag team championship with a wictory over two wimps from Delectable
Daf's stable, named Don "The Duck™ Williams, ar . "Texas"™ Pete Gaughan.

Page 17
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exee'gio MOST OF THE POST continued

mostly (for me at least) because of the great noise you hear while on
them. There is a certain calm inspired by a silent roller coaster. 1
gquess you've seen the excellent plictorial on coasters in the latest
Games magazine.
The battle rules in Titam are rather complex, aren't they. I sat

down to read the rules after leaving general orders £for my
train on a nine turn trip from San Fransico to Toronto (this was

the historlc--at least Iin local clrcles--%35 million that took me three
guarters of an hour to earn amd thirty seconds to spend). Within ten
minutes I was back at the table moving my own train.
I suppose any American cilty Iimn which 1lifetime residents have
trouble with the concept of snow doesn't need to have sportscasters who
know what team Larry Robinson plays for. But on a Seattle newscast ['d
expect better. I seriously doubt that you cam obtain a copy of TIhe
Hockey News in Arlington, but iIf you can, the August 8th issue has some
very good articles about the Euture of flghting in the NHL, including a
poll of all NHL general managers on the subject. It appears that the
rules are there teo curb Eilghting, but are not belng enforced, though the
league has been known to act on THN storlies like this one . Midway
through last season, a THH story about the increase in hlgh-stlicking
infractions and eye injuries (presumably because of the increasling use
of helmets) was followed by a referees meeting, at which the refs were
glven new guidelines on how to interpret the rules. I think we'll see,
wlthin a year, the advent of unegqual penalties in 90+% of Eightling
situations, with the refs deciding who starcted lt, and giving the extra
penalty accordingly. Within 5 years of that, I think fighting will be
all but dead in the NHL. But do try to locate a copy of THN, it 1Is a
Eascinatling discussion.
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FIGHTING WORDS continued

Ugluk, the 334-1b killer from Inuvik NWT, beat Tom Hisa's Blilly Bob
McGee . However, Wolfman Jock was swallowed (literally) by something
Ahab Queeg calls Matango The Fungus Of Terror.

NHo more previews! Write to Steve at 2296 Eden Roc Lane ml,
Sacramento CA, USA 95825 and plead with him to allow you to sub; or
you get Magus, ask him to put results anmd highllights Imn Hagus. This
something that shouldn't be going secretl
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ALBINONI

SERBIA'S 4-YR.NEUTRALIT ' THREATENED

Germans cut support for own uniT

ALBINOMNI 1985AA after Sprimng 19504 ALBINONI Dramatis Personae
1 = | CE
- - — ki@ﬂjij GM: Bruce McIntyre, 6191 Winch
@Q P § e St., Burnaby B.C., V5B 2L4
: - A
i i e i ?‘,. ENG:Bill Shirley, 618 Main
[ E ; St., Yarmouth NS, B5A 1J9

GER:Charles Arsenaulkt, Voie Du
Car D'Or 2/102, 1348 Lou-
vain-La-Neuve, BELGIUM

RUS:Claude Gautron, 150 rue
H T i pe MB -~ ;

E2H OH2Z
TUR:Melinda Holley, F.0. Box
2793, Huntington wv, USA
25727
jaus5:Michael Ditz, 5785 Danube
Way#C, Orlando FL, USA 32807
{last season == see below)
ITA:Bob Achesgn, c/o Echog Bav
Mines, Lupin NWT, Canada

X0E 1MO
FRA:Ron Krukowski, 5339 W.Ed-
dy, Chicago IL, USA 50641

NEXT DEADLINE (Wlinter D4-Spring 05) is Tuesday, September : I 1986 --one
day earlier if phoned in.

ALBINONI 1985AA Fall 1904 Oxders

ENGLAND F Bar H, A StF-Lva, F MNMwy-Swe, F Ska S F Nwy-—Swe, F Nth-Nrg

FERMANY A Mun—Sil; F Kie—-Den;, A Pru S A Sil-War ; & Boh—-Gal, A Sl -War,
A Bel -Hol

RUSSTIA F Sweit % Uer F Fie-Den, A War¥t $ Ger A Sil-Gal (BOOM )

TIRsEY F Aeg-Gre, A Mos S A Sev—Ukr, A Sev—Ukr, F RPum H, F_Apu-Nap,
F Ion % F Apu—Nap

AUSTRIA A Bud S A Gal-WVie, F Gre-Alb, A Gal-Vie, A Trid T A Eal-Vie

ITRALY F Adr-Tri, A FPie—Ven, F Nap $ Fre F Tun—-lon

FRANCE F GolL-TyS, A Vie-Tri, A Tyf" S A Vie—Tri, F !H.r‘l_" Leoki, A Mas Fie,
F WMe 5 F Gol-TyS

PRESS :

Ly Md: Looks like a major overhaul of the lineup €for this game : Bob and
Claude are in as stand-bys, and Michael Ditz has asked me to find him a
substitute while he goes on a three monkth bicycle trip up the East
Coast . He's not certain whether he'll return to the game when he's
back, seo the substitute, Derek Daniels (440 Falrview Ave., Crown Polnt
IN, USA 46307--as of August 25, 1986, his new address will be 719 E. 7th
St., Bloomington IN, USA 47401),; may become permanent.

Players, there's a slight mistake in the orders, corrected here.
The Turkish order F_Apu-Hap should show Apu in boldface. It doesn't on
your Elyer.
ctddy +SB}-Pogrd: When you only hear from one player it doesn't leave

Page 19
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seetiover TURKEY FEEDS THE

HAND THAT TRIES TO BITE HER
Austria & Italy play rug-of-war over TriesTe

BEETHOVEN 1385AB
—— R

®

e L

BEETHOVEN Dramatis Personae

after Fall 1904
b o2 R

8191 Winch
vs5B 2L4

CHM: Bruce HMclIntyre,
St., Burmaby BC,

ENG:Mitch Wageler, 3623 School

 3"

Ave , Vancouver BC, Canada
V3SR SN6&
GCER:Mlke Barno, 2811 Robins
St., Endwell NY, USA 131760
fuR:Alan Stewart, T02=25 EBk.
Mary S8t., Toronto ON, HM4Y 1R2Z
AUS :Robert Acheson, Box 4622,
Station SE, Edmontaon AB,
Canada TG&E 2ZAO0 [COA]
fTd:Melinda Holley, P.O. Box
2793, Huntington WV, Ush
25727

FRa:5teve Cooley, 3551 Casamia

Ave, Palmsdale CA, USA 93550
jymmwer [904 raetreats: ENG: F Eng r Wal
SEF: A Mun r Ber
I'Ta: F Ton r Adr
AU05: A Gal r© Bud
NEXT DEADLINE (Winter 04-Spring 05) is Tuesday, September 9, 1986--one
day earller if phoned in.
BEEETHOVEN 1085AB Fall 1004 Orders
ENGLAND A SEP 38 Ger A Lva-Mos (pno such Irder F Wal®-Lon, F_MEth—-L o,
A Lpl-Edi, F Den-kie, £ Nrg-Edi
FERMANY A Hol-HMun Cimpoassible), A War-811, A Ber—Muii, A Lva—-StFE,
A Gal—Ukr
TURKEY A Bul-Rum, A Ukr & A Mos, A Mos S Eng A StF, F Ton—Tun,
F Con-Aeg, F EMe S F Aeg-lon, F Aeg-lon
HUSTRIA A Bud S5 A Tri, A4 Man—FKie, A Boh-Vie, A& Tri H; F Alb S A Tri
IraLy A Tyr—-Tri, A Apu-Map, A Ven S & Tyr-Tri, F Adr S A Tyr-Tra
FRANCE A Fic-Wal, F Gol-TyS, A Bel-Hol, F Cly-Nra, F MAO 3 F Eng,
F IrS S A Fic—-Wal, F Eng T A FPic—-Wal
PREES:

+M: Congratulations are in -order to all players in this game, who
the game going despite the fact that they had to be mind readers....
Yigpna—GM: Hope you understood all those conditionals.

kept

Taestro: Complaints, complaints. Counting NRRs as distinct Erom OTH,
there's only 120 different possiblilities. Seriously though, in order

that you may check my work and see that I've done the right thing,
be sending your orders back. All eighty-seven pages of them.
jermany-England: Make peace or I throw my doks to A-T.

H@g=stro” s l"-:l':'f.f.l." y—d I s ; i & o £ f<r e f 0 e 2 Despite
what it says on your Elysrs, England has a possible retreat open to him,

Page 20 _
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COPLAND

ITALY ATTACKS WHILE TURKS SLEEP
Look! A Lepanto withour the convoy

COPLAND 1985CG after Fall 1902 COPLAND Dramatis Personae

GM: Bruce McIntyre, 6191 Winch
gt., Burnmaby BC, V5B 2LA4

ENG:Charles Arsenault, Voie Du
Car D'Ox 2/102, 1348 Lou-
vain-La-Neuve, BELGIUM

FEE:Alan Stewart, T02-235 5t
Mary St. Toronte ON Canada
MAY 1R2

RUS :5ean McGonigle, 448 Kelwin
Rd., Papakura NEW ZEALAND

TUR:Travis Laster, 125 Garden

--
4

|4

Court,; Winchester VA, UsA
22601

AUS:HMelinda Holley, P.O. Box
2793, Huntington WV, s A
2572

ITA:JI- 7Kk Albrecht, P.O. Box
295, Doland SD, UsA
ST 456 0295

FRA4:Ban Schilling, 24730
Roosevelt Ct., Apt 2315, Farm-

Summey 102 rotregt: [TA: A Tyr r Pie ingten Hills MI, USA 48018

NEXT DEADLINE (Winter 02-Spring 03) is Friday, September 19, 1986 (see
below)--one day earlier if phoned in.

ENGLAND A ¥Yor H, [_Eng-Bel, F_MNth-Den

FERMANY F KFie-Hel, A Mun—-Ber, A Den-Swe, A Bel H, F Hol S5 A Bel

RUSSTA A Ukr S A War—Gal; A Mos S A Ukr; A War —Gal; A Mwy S F Bal Swe,
F Bal -Swe

TURKEY HHE! F Aeg, A Bul, F Bla, A Sev, A& Gre stand unorder ed.
RQUSTRIA A Ser S A Fum, A Rum S A Ser, A Tyr-Ven, F Tri S Tyr -Ven
ITaLy A Ple 5; A Ven® Hy, F Ilon-EMe;, F Apu-Ton;, & Twvr S A Yeiy o

ana€d
FRANCE A Pic S A Gas, F Spa—-MAD, A Gas-Bur, F MAD-IrS, A Bre 5 A Fio
PRESS:
#M: Lots of things to tell y'all. Let's start with deadlines. The
consensus seems to be to keep things as close as possible to the 7.5
weeks . Combining that wlth convenlience, I'"ve decided wupon nine week
deadlines. However, in order that the nine week deadl ines for COPLAND

and ELGAR stay away from one another, the next two deadlines will have
to be seven and a half weeks. This will put us on a schedule whereby
the COPLAND deadline will fall three weeks after the ELGAR deadline.
There i3 room for another international Jame in the Slx weeks that
passes between the COPLAND deadline and the ELGAR deadline. Anyone
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interested? 1 really enjoy typling these things up; compared to ALBINONI
and BEETHOVEN (which look l1like one and the same game almost!), this one
ls a delight! Anyhow, there is a possibillity of my rcunning a thicd
9J-weeker intermaticonal, but amnother possibllity for that Etime slot Is
SUPERBOURSE! which is pretty internatiomal ikselE. It all depends on
how the SUPERBOURSERS do with 6-week deadllnes. For now, let me know i
you're interested In another 9-week internatiomal.

Second polint: the Turkish HHR. I did not phone Travis; 6 weeks was
long enough for all the other North Americanms, so why not him. Also,
Travis, I'm afrald I can't accept orders until you resubscribe to XL.
The stand-by s Pierre Touchette (1 rue Georges, Masson PQ, Canada
JOX 2HO).

Parjs—Eerlis: Does that mean we'll see your zine more often as well?
North of the Canadian Border—-Magstrg: What are you doing working for the
CIA? Won't the RCMP be asking you a lot of embarrassing guestions LE
they find out? I prefer not to get involved with them if I can awvoid
it.

Haestro: For those of you interested in thls game, in my mailing last
time, I mentioned that the chlp that falled me and caused all the
problems before last lIssue was called the CIA. This is short £for MOS
6526 Complex Interface Adapter, but I don't remember whether I mentioned
that or not. I do know that the C-64 has no chip nicknamed the RCHP,
however. And thank Ghed...

e s—Constanting : I never drink coffee Lt rots your lliver. Also, I
think you should walt for the Wrlght brothers to invent the alrplane
before the airline gets started. Balloons are just too slow.

Man=_Laon: Don'"t take it so hard. Empire was never more than a nulsance
Eor you anyway.

Mun—Mosr: Perhaps we can have a little northern nentrality here while we
each sort out our other problems.

Hyn—Fom: No foeolishness im my back yard, please.

ﬂgg Vie: Helping the Turk? Time for a sneak attack.

Mun—=¢fthe GM: You call this a press battle?
Maesérao: What page is this? Let us say it was merely an accurate
p:ecagnltiun.

To the freinds: "You will be rewardad by Her Majesty, be sure® -The
King

T the others: "Arghhhh!™ -The Kong

Io the Beloian psopless: One day....it will happen.
Mawstro®s retreat for pnext tipa: ffa: A Ven r (Apu, Tus, OTB) . The
supply centre charcrt for this game and two others is on page 23.

ALBINONI continued

you much choice.

Masstro's retregts for next Cime:

fUS: F Swe r (Fin, GoB, Bal, OTB) GUS: A Trl £ (Ser, OTE)

The Russian retreat isnm't really all that important. Thres supply
centre charts, lncluding the one for this game will appear on page 23.

? - o‘-l'
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= et = '4- o BEETHOVEN continued
ik '[*'—'-ﬂjl:;' 4— _d_ l

A Wal r (Yor, OTB). I du know that Lpl iIs not adjacent to Lon, but it
didn't occur to me that topologlcally this must make Wal adjacent to
Yor. Oooaps. ..

Mge - tra: The supply centre chart for this and two other games appears on

page 23. PAqE
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OWNERSHIP OF CENTRES
Supplies
2 GAME: ALRINONI (1985 AA)
Quiz ANsSWERs sirvisbip it
ENGLAND 5@'FUFIKEY EUTRALS C-|
1) Japc:t n E S E Edi () € Anl:? Bel (¢)&
' [ (e} € Gem ()7 BA(T)]
on (E T () &
3) Sp a n I S H GEHM#EI:I\’[;@ﬁU 1A @G:,?ES}{
“’l,m =) -] ‘=2
7) Gr E E K |RUSSIA ITALY 3 nuﬁn;rﬂ T
He b Mos (T) T Egp I}I Ser (N) °
) Al REW StP (c£) E orn%I I Spa(F)F
Sev ET; T Ven (IT') 1 Swe(R) F
I War (R) ¢ FRANCE 7 &) Tyn (F) F
2) il W I AN Bre (F) F
Mnr E ] E' Th( S’C cL‘!ur+ Ll
4) FPE Mcu L Par (F) F N Flyers is wrong.
&) Lg P suppl Ie' OWNERSHIP OF CENTRES
8) Swah I LI GAME: BEETHOVEN (1985 AB)
10) Arq 2% & post- FALL 1904
ENGLAND 7 TIJRK Y‘E‘ EUTRALS O
Sl yidte i
g B A w0
r —
13) 1 N [ R I N ﬁ"’?f}:}g E‘ H A EW(E;‘C—
e F) E
A Cae e Hﬂsuglﬁ_ 50T] ITALY 3 @ gﬁh%ré T
. = os (I) er LA)A
17) F’unur A B I StP (E)E H;%(I}I Spa (F)F
I Sevw (T)T Ven &l} I _Swe(E)E
19) n - War () & FRANCE 6®D)Tun (D) T
IF EncL AN r.fﬁm‘sal"- l:f_: ; The Sc chart on veor
. i wles | me Mar (
12) _ H N DI ;5: :’;;b'. il Par (F) F Flers is wrong too
14) Ara m »1 c [Supplies CWNERSHIP OF CENTRES
16) D T C H GAME: COFPL AND (85ca) |
18) B a5 Q U E post - FALL 1904
» ENGLAND 2 TURKEY: BUNEUTRA O
20) BEra | L L B Edi (€] ¢ Ank (T) T @ Bel m!-"g
& oo s e gemint B 0T
. sl = on ) & n >
lese are net deFinitve answers, GEHHANY{;-@#U l.hé@ GIB :._” .
f—hgrg are many variatieas for Ber (&) ¢ B{ﬂ!l’il i (&) (‘_'f
- Kie (¢) ¢ Tri (A) wam] R
mos* o{— Hluh .L-..-nmesf" 9aq Mun (¢) & Vie (A) A r (F)E
1 v Rﬁl{%ls‘q ITALY = g HUI‘I’I}H} <
[} 1
amswer Randolph Sayth's StP (%) & Rom!{ 1) T Spa (&) £
r ev (T T Ven ( ' : JR
alHernate choice for ¥5: | War (©) R FRANCE S T (1)1
" (Th ..L‘ i l " .l-rc'l'\l' l"rh"p(l"ﬁ Eru‘t:‘;&_lbk 5cC ::ﬁ{\rl' em Yo
Wo man . NN QTN et  Par (F)E fliens s really wreng.
all Beir own...) PAqE 23
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AUSTRIA DIES!

D33L33Y TALL 03
T ) = | : TN T | 3M: Mitchell wageler, 3243 School Ave.,
A ; ' Vancouver, 3.0., V5P s5NE
! (60L) B3I5-3299
Z: Dennis Juine, 55 Bosemoor IJrive,

Little Rock, A, 72209
Touchette

i Plerre I'SAdFd. | Rue Ceorges,

Masson, Py, JO.L 2HO

Alan Stewart, 702-2¢ 5T. Hdary >t.,
Toronto, Ont, LY {32

Ton Krukowskl, 5337 4. Eddy.
Chieago, IL, 50641

Iruce #addell, L4247 4innifred 3t.,
Surmaby, 3.C., VsJ 255

3111 Shirley., 18 Hailn St.,
Yarmouth, N.S5., 9% 1J9

+

RETREZATS: SRRING 03- I: F ION-ADR R: F S4E - SKA

MOT=3: FALL 07

P: A GAL-VIE, A BUD 3 A GAL-VIE, A WAR-3IL, A BOH 5 A WAR-SIL, A 3T H, F_3KA-NTH
S: JMRt F IRI S, F ECH 5, F NTH 3, A ¥OR 3, F SWE 5 Stand by is Clavde Gactren
F: F MAO-KAF, F BRE H, P WME-TYS, A 3UR 3 A BEL, A 3EL S GER A HOL, A _MAR-PIE

A: MMTI A VIE S(8COM), A TRI S (BOOM)

I: A TYP-T?I, F ADP 5 A TYP-TPI, A VEN-PIE. A APU-NAP

T: ¥ ION C A ALS-APU, A ALB-APU, F AEG-GRE, F GRE-ALB, F CON-AEG, A 3EZF 3 F GFE-AL3

-

G: A 3ER 3 A SIL-HUN, A SIL-MUN, A HOL 3 F BAL-KIE, F BAL-KIE
IC FETREATS
4INTER 03: SUFFLY CEh'TEHS AND ADJUSTMENTS
HOME(3) DEN NOR 34E &=BUILD 1
HOMZ(3) 3PA 10F 3EL &=3UILD O
+3UD +WIZ HOMZ (4) PUM,JUD,VIZ 7=3UILD 1
HOME(3) TUN TRI S5=BUILD 1
Eﬂ'ﬁ[ﬂ BUL SEE GAE &=3UILD O
E(3) HOL 4=BUILD O
: -3uUD -VIZ -T"I QO-AUSTRIA I3 ZLIMINATED
"PE3S:
iM-WAC2LD: AUSTRIA HAS BEEN ELIMINATED FROM THE CAME. I WOULD LIKE TO THANK FANDOLFH
SMYTH FOR HIS TARTICIPATION.
CH-407LD: AILL 3HIFLEY HAS TAKSH OVER ITALY. I #OULD LILE TO WELCOME HIM TO THE GaM=
AMD WISH HIM LUCK, _
MOVES TOR JINTER 03 AND SPRING OL ARE DUT TWO DAYS BEFORE THE DEADLINE TO 3EETHOVEN.

TN =

THERE JILL 352 NO SEPARATION OF THE WJINTER AND SPRING TUTHS THIJ TI1-Z
FLZASE FORGIYE THE TYPING I TPIED TO DC IT MYSELF INSTEAD OF HAVIRC MY 4IFE DO IT RIGHT.

T
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NEW GCGAMES

Follewing are lineups for XL"s two new games, ELGAR {7T-nation
international on 9-week deadlines), and FAURE (proncunced "four, eh?", a
regular Diplomacy game on b-week deadlines.

ELCAR Dramatis Personae

ENG:Alain Martine, 47 Chartres, Dollard-des-Ormeaux PQ, Canada H%A 1J6
GER:HMalcolm Smith, Granliviem 11, 1086 Oslo 10, NORWAY

fUS5:Rosle Roberts, Ziegeleiweg 4, 2126 Adendorf, WEST GERMANY

TUR:S5ean McGonigle, 44B Kelvin R4A., Papakura NEW ZEALAND

A5 :Charles Arsenault, Voie Du Car D'Or 2/102, 1348 Louvain-La-Neuve,
BELGIUM

iTHd:Jacgques-Henri Strauss, 12 rue Rene Bazin, 75016 Paris, FRANCE
FR4:Jeff Albrecht, PO Box 295, Doland 5D, USA 57436-0295.

First deadline is Tuesday September 30. I need the $3 gamefeese from
Jeff and Alain.

FAURE Dramatis Personae

£HE: Wayne Wittall, 5251 Argyle St, Pt. Alberni BC, Canada V9Y 1Vl

GER: Bob Acheson, Box 4622, Station SE, Edmonton AB, Canada, T&E 2ZAO
RUS: Derek Daniels, 440 Falrview Ave., Crown Point IN, USA 46307 (After
August 25: 719 E 7th St., Bloomington IN, USA 47401)

TUR: Paul Milewski, PO Box 256, Batawvia OH, USA 45103

4UZ: Pilerre Touchette, 1 rue Georges, Masson PQ, Canada JOX 2HO

IiT4: Dennis Quine, 55 Rosemoor Rd., Little *c kK AR, USA 72209

FRa: Jerry Falkiner, 10 Splers Cr, Cambridge N, Canada HN1R 1B2

1 desperately hope everyone's happy with their countcy assignment:
to be guite frank, I didn't have the regquired number of years of spare
time to search for preference lists, and therefore didn't wuse any!
(Actually, I didn't make the draw myself, MNan did, so blame her...) The
BNC should take note that I don't even know where Pt. Alberni is, except
to know that it is a long-distamnce call to phone somebody there.
(Wayne, this is 90% of the reason that Don Wagner wasn't included in
this game. ) In any case, the deadline for Spring 1901 is Tuesday, Sept
9, 1986. IE 1 get a regquest for a holdover by someone who has
preliminary orders in before that date, the new deadline shall be six
weeks later. However, I warn you that ['ll be in Montreal at the time.

Forgot to mention on the flyer that there is a $3 gamefee for
Canadians and Americans in XL As Ear as I can cemember, I"ve not
received 1t from anyone, but of course I can deduct from most of your
sub balances. However, I need a resubscription from Jerry Falkiner by
the interim deadline, or I shall hawve &to rcall a stand-by Efor the
position. Jerry, ilt's not all bad: send me some blank disks amnd I*'11
copy some C-64 software on 'em for wyoul

SUPERBOURSE! conktinued

for a proposal that loses him $5.111 Howaver, you can see that the game
has a possible end. It's not difficult to £iguzre the Einal standings
based on any win or draw: the pot is 80% of the money sSpent, and is
divided pro rata among the shareholders in the winning or drawing
countries. The 20% 1 keep for myself seems high, but 1t amounts to
$17.66, over ten dollars less than it would have been were I charging
the normal $3 gamefee. Anyhow, now that I've set the wheels in motion,
so to speak, get your calculators out and £ind the draw that enough of
the other guys will wvote on. It's not Ealr that I'm the only one who
has to buy new calculator baktteries each deadline...
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SUPERBOURSE!

EW ZEALAND SELLINGOUT TO ROOKIE

GM discusses how we can GeT outTa This

SUPERBOURSE! 198588 before Spring 1903 SUPERBOURSE! participants
- T LT

GM: Bruce MciIintyre, 6191 Winch
St., Burnaby BC, V5B 2L4

MB: Mike Barne, 2811 Robins
St., Endwell NY, USA 13760
RL: Rob Lowes, RRED , Peter -
bourough ON, Canada K9%J 88Xl

SP: Sean P. McGonigle, 44B
Kelvin Rd., Papakura, NEW
ZEALAND

EM: Silmon Matthews, 432 M.
Dollacton Hwy, M. Vancouver
BC, VIG 1M1

CHM: Conrad Minshall, 3702

Tarragona Lane, Austin TX,
Ushk 78727
RS: Richard Sharp, 27 Elm

Close, Amersham Bucks, UK
HP6 SDD

BW: Bruce waddell, 4247
Winnifred, Burnaby BC,

Winter 1202 adjustments:

ENG: +F Lon, F EA4l

GER: -F Bal, A Lva

TUR: -A Smy

A4US: +A Bud, A Vie: One short.
ITA: -A Tyr, A Tun

FRa: +A Bre: One short.

v5J 285
MW: Mitchell Wageler, 3623
School Ave., Vancouver BC,
Canada VSR 5N&
GF: Grant Fraser, 5374
Moreland Dr., Burnaby BC,
Canada V5C 128

= itlon

EMGLAND Has F Lon, F Edi, F Bel, F StP(nc), A Nwy, F Nth, A Hol.
GERMANY Has A Bur, A War, A Kie, A Gas.

R2USETA Has A Mos, F Den, A Ukr.

TURKEY Has F RAeg, F Bla, A Bul, A Ven.

AUSTAr4 Has A Bud, A Vie, A Rom, A Ser, A Tri.

ITaLy Has F Ion, A Tus, F Con.

FREANCE Has A Bre, A Spa, A Par, F Mar H.

MEXT DEADLINE (Spring 03) is Tuesday, September 9. 1986--one day
earlier If phoned in. I haven't had any reguests to extend the
deadlines for this game yet, bukt tThere is am open slot if you want to go
to nine weeks because of the international guality that this game has
taken. However, I don't think Ehis game merits such a long walt, so
I1"11 need for at least a regquest Erom both Richard and Sean before 1'll
even consider it, and even then seven mnays £from the HNorth Amerlcans
would convince me lt's a bad idea. Let me know what you think.
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excelsior

SUPERBOURSE Total Credit: 515%.80

Current ----- Current shares owned in----- Total Total
Player Credilt Cash ENG GER RUS TUR AUS ITA FRA Shares Asseks
CH 88.29 (1] 0 1] 0 0 1] 1] 1] 88.29
Sharcp 24.00 2.00 26 86 46 158 16.58
McGonigle 6.00 4.98 5 10 15 6.23
Lowes 10.00 2.81 3 9 4 3 25 45 7.02
Barno 6.80 2+-33 3 1 B q 19 4.76
Matthews 35.00 13.38 90 ] 25 S 47 172 32.96
Minshall 8.00 2.37 9 1 19 28 58 7.84
Wageler 40.00 28.15 4 82 11 46 123 40 .30
wWaddell 20.00 8.21 B1 aTt 13.69
Fraser 10.00 6.70 158 10 25 B.6&60

Market Prices 20 14 5 i 5 10 14 14 &

Actual Value / Share 3,72 8.31 6.56 8.31 2.46 6.30 Q.39
(add Een cents/ share to all underlined wvalues)

Under the Magic Wand rule, explained last issue, Rob Lowes 1lost Eive
shares of Russia, and Conrad Minshall lost one share of Russla to the
GM, who promptly offered them back as English shares to the masses....

The Stock Exchange

ENGLAND Offers: GM(6 at 10). Bids: MW(91 at 19), 8SM(22 at 29). Resulkt:
§M buvs 6 from GM at 20,

TURKEY Offers: MB(4 at 17), SP(10 at 14). Bids: GF(1l0 at 10). Result:

oo _sales.

AUSTRIA Offers: MW(1ll at 12), SP(10 at 11). Bids: MW(6 at 16), MB(l2 at
14). Result: MW buys 6 Erom SP at 15, apnd MB buvs 4 from SP at 14,
RUSSIA Offers: MW(1ll at 12), SP(10 at 11). Bids: MW(B9 at 11), OGF(10
at 12). Result: GF buys 10 fxom SP at 12,

GERMANY Offers: MW(62 at 14), SP(20 at 13). Bids: MW(38 at 11), GF(5 at
15, 10 at 14, 20 at 12), MB(20 at 12). Result: GOF buvs 15 from SP at
14.

FRANCE Offers: None. Bids: MB(9 at 11). Result: po sales.

ITALY OFffers: MB(4 at 14), BWI(BT at 17). Bids: GF(10 at 10), SMI(5 at
11). RBResult: no sales.

Welcome to Grant Fraser, who decided to join the game after a three
player attempt at Superbourse was completed at 5:30AM!! We even had the
Monopoly money out onmn the table. When it was all over, we decided that
the central strateqy is to find two or three people with enough shares
to force an advantageous concession, and obviously thils Is much easler
ke £ind in a three player game: in fact it was so ocbvious that Grant and
Randy Dawis could split 98% of the pot from about 1903, that we decided
to play on without concesslons just for the hell of it.

The one thing I must get across 1Is that the Total Assets column means
next to nothing. What you should be looking for is three or four player
coalitions that can muster 351 wotes for a concesslion which includes the
countries that the coalition has invested heavily in. For example, 1E
R8, SM, and MW used thelr 453 wvotes to force a 4 way draw between
England, Germany, Turkey and Austria -- well, a major presumpktion is
that they would reétain those shares through one Bourse period =-- Gthe
Elnal result would be as follows:

1. MW: +$7.63, 2. SP: +81.59, 3. RS: +$0.96, 4. GF: -$0.69, 5. MB:
=$1.26, 6. CH: -$3.89, 7. RL: -85.10, 8. aM: -6$5.11, 9. BW: -$11.79
(Gamefee:517.66) .

There's no danger of this happening, though: Simon isn't likely to wvote
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-
Housekeeping
I cepeat: PLE che your mailing cover to make sure I'm up to

with your sub accounts, because I'm probably nokt. You see,
complete Incompetant when it comes to accounting.

Welcome to:
Les Casey, #33 Nestow Dr., Nepean ON, K2G 4E7

John Dlvies‘
J.C. Hodglns
D.5. Palter

Hike Barnn,'Ben Schilling, and avfeu people ihould haue won some Issues
for the varlowus guizzes. Check your mailing cover to see 1E 1'we
remebered.

5 (NONE, Qng, or Two issues left in your sub after this

Sub Warpings.
one.): LEVIN BROWN, MICHREL J. DITZ, SIEVE DYCus, SCOTT MaRLEY, CONRAD

MINGHaLL, Randolph Smyth (to 15.5), ALAaN STEWART, ggg e Swigger (to
14.5).

; = il 3 H Bob Acheson, Charles Arsenault,
Chris Carrier, Derek Daniels, Claude Gautroen, Ron Krukowski, Paul
Milewskil, Craig Reges, Bill Shirley, Alan Stewart, Pierre Touchette.
Want in or out? Just ask! Stand-bys play for free-—-including their
subscription. I1f you're called here, you will receive one free issue of
XL tacked onteo your sub for each season you played, including heoldovers,
provided you do not drop. Could use a few more stand-bys.

Camestarts:

Riplomacy: GREGORY: (9-week deadlines, as international as possible):
Don Wagner . 6 needed.

Superbourse: Anyone can enter at any time, rules straddled betwixt

XLW6-17.

- ' : Pierre Touchette has been called in COPLAND for Travis
Laster (Turkey), whose orders got here a day after the deadline. Claude
Gautron, our eternal stand-by, is called on for the English pesition in
DEBUSSY. Sorry guys, I Eorget to add that to the flyers.

Address Changes: There must be some, but I don't recall them.

-



