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EXCELSIOR #15 by Bruce McIntyre with a whole heaven of a lot of support
from Expe cashler Nancy Hurrell, printed August 3, 1986 by the Divine
Master of the Xerox 9500, Chris Buck, In Vancouver, BC, Canada.

Eagse  <Conlenlia
: After much consideration, [I've decided two things: 1) that
Patricla's beat covers are those which she creates wilithout any
input from me, and 2) based on this, her Efuture 1In cartooning
ought to ba assured.
2-3 Directory, follewed by DipGab.
4-5 The Publisher's Handbook Is out. It's completely unjust for me

to review it focussing on its bad points, but since 1 know Bruce
Linsey Is an Intelligent sort loocking for constructive criticism
as much as he craves hobby-wide applause, I've declided ¢to lock
at where it could be improved.

6-10 One thing that's good about the Pubber's Handbook: it made
writing the XL Houserules (second edltlon) much easler.

11-15 You did want to know what the hell the cover was all about,
didn't you?

16 Look oukt, world! M Bruce Is blowing that horn agaln.
17-19 The Perslandra Quiz. Yet another chance at free lasues of this
raqg.

20-24 Most of the Post. Quoting this time from Brux Linsey, Patrlcla
Eost, Wavne Wittall, Charles Arsepault. Besle Roberts, and Esokte

Gaughanp .

25-29 HMBruceBall: a new postal baseball game with lots of rules and
as yet no players. Want In?

30 ALBINONI (65 A4) Spring 1905. England convoys hils new army to
St Petersburg. Meanwhile, the French Forelgn Legion Ils €flnally
stopped In Trleste, Just whem there were some relnforcements
arriving.

J4 BEETHOVEN (85 AB) Winter 1504 only.

32-33 SUPERBOURSE (f5ff) Sprinmg 1903. OM makes some local enemies, by
NMElng half of the locals.

EX ] DEBUSBY (82 CH) Spring 1904. I dunno; I haven't gotten the
results from Mitch yet.

35 The report on the new games, and the games not appearing this
time. Also, a gquickie Postal Clue report.

36 Housekeeping.

Excelslor |s a postal gaming zine dedicated firstly to the game of
Diplomacy, copyrlighted by Avalon H11l in the U.S8., and made by House of
Games above the line, published every six weeks. Subscriptions for ten
issues cost $6 US Im the US (87 US by chegue, or 15 39-cent American
stamps: please don't send other denominatlons), and §10 cCanadian
elsevhere. In Canada three Issues cost §2.00 CDN, or flve 39-ceant
Canadian stamps: no other denominations please. The address to which
you should send things (except for DEBUSSY orders) is 6191 WwWinch St.,
Burnaby BC, CANADA V5B 2LA4.

Games deadline for M Bruce s October 21.
DEBUSSY deadline for Mlitch s October 18.

Letters and other stuff must be here by October 30 for It te have
any chance of affecting what happens when the next Issue goes to the
mails.

Next Issue will be a blt late (there will be flyers), and Is due in
the malls by November 4, hopefully. I wouldn't count on {t.
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DipGab '

The blg mnews this month is that MNancy and I will be golng Eto
BruxCon/TomatoCon at Paul Gardners as a part of our trip to Montreal
next month. We'll be Iln Montreal between Oct 7 and Oct 29, and the trip
to BruxCon ls slated for the last of the weekends therein. I*ve heard
that gquite a few of you will be there, obwiously to meet Nancy, sSlince
I"'m not really worth the trouble....

Anyhow, this creates a problem for next issue. Specifically, I'11
be in Montreal during the deadline. I do not want you to send orders to
Montreal, and to ensure that you don't, I'm not even going to glve the
address of Nan's parents. I'll have the orders sent to me all together
by Special Dellvery or courler or something. However, this is the phone
number : 514/488-2024. I must emphasize that I'"11l not be held to the
phone at any one time, so mall them to me wunless it 1Is an absolute
emergency. In order that you may have no trouble communicating with the
person who answers the phone (assuming i{t's not me), this 1s what ¢te
say:

Bonjour, madame (or monsieur 1f the voice Is lower). Ici ({insert
your name here). Je cherche, 1'lmbecile, Bruce M<Intyre pour lul donner
des ordres pour le jeu de poste dans leguel Jje me trouve.

I know what you're saylng. "But HBrucel How do I pronounce all
of that?"
Vaollal

Bow-zhou, mah-dahm (ml-syoo). Eeesee (don't try to glve your mname
a French accent, for Ghod's sake--I won't know who the hell you are when
they call me &to the phone...). Zhuh shersh, lam-beh-sille, Bruce
H=Intyre (you shouldn't have any Etrouble with that blt), por lwee
don-nay daze ordruhz por luh zhuh duh pawste don luh-kel =zhuh muh
troove .

Den't forget to roll your r's. Well, try.

There will be a ten second pause, and then the person at the other
end will likely say, "Uh, would you mind rephrasing that. In English?"™

Seriously though, 1t should be a hell of a trip. I guess when 1I'm
at BruxCon I won't feel the need to express myself In French as often as
possible. Nan's mom will insist that I wuse English, but I'1ll feal
guilty, I'm sure, and will do my best in French despite the fact that
I*11l net understand things until the fifth repetitlon. That's what it
was like when I met Nan on the band trip: we tried our best to speak
French and mostly faliled; because we only wanted to learn some French
and geography dictated that they had to learn some Engllish, we spoke
English most of the time. Now, feeling safe in Vancouver, I can say I
hope to get a chance to use French In Montreal, but I Just know that
it's as hard for them to understand my French, as wvice wversa, and so
1'11 probably use very little. Pity, that.

As for the con: the linsup grows more Impressive sach day. Thaera's
talk of people llke Ron Krukowskl, Russ Rusnak, Gary Coughlan, Mike
Barno, among others, attending. I hope the Toronte group gets something
together in time. If you want more info, write Paul Gardmer at Box 2338
Rt. 1, HNewfane VT, USA 05345-9734. His number 1Is B802/365-7635.

Hope to see you therel

ettt frpfe
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excelgzsionr
Once Upon A Deadline

The following is a review of the new Publisher's Handbock, called Qpce
Upon a Deadlipe, which ls Iintended to be constructively crltlcal, as
opposed to the obvious thing to do: to applaud 1t for 1it'as fantastic
coverage of sverything concerned with the topic, by the hobby's best

wrilters. The reason I don't want toe de that 1Is that 1lt's too
easy -- there's just so much astuff toc compliment, and you <can go to
almost any other zine and find out what's in it and how good it is. Let

us here take that for granted, throw common decency teo the four winds,
and forget the pralse QUAD so richly deserves for a moment, and try to
find the problems with it.

Well, let's do that in a moment. Flrst let's concentrate on what's
good about QUAD, because I can't resist dolng =so. It comes Iln a great
bloody envelope and welghs more than the postman. There are four parts.
The flrst Is the latest list of zlines recommended that comes with
Superngvya (the novice player's handbook) and Is wupdated £from Gtime to
time. On the back now Is a current 1listing of hobby custodlans,
including all three novice handbock publishers (Jjust In case Yyou were
wondering), but nmot Ilncluding such hobby "custodians™ as Karel Alaric,
the latest creation of Robert Sacks. (Thank God for thatl) I assume
that this sheet will be golng out with QUaD as well as Supearpowva. Then
a small 12 page booklet contalns a title page, a forward, a table of
contents, and a list of contributors, Eurther reading suggestions, and
reprint credits. On the back there is a brilliant wrapup to the whole
thing by Bruce called XYour Dipzlpe. Your Orchestra.

The meaty part is the two thick books. The first Is an 88 page
collection of articles on publishing. The second runs 104 pages and |Iis
concerned with gamesmastering. As you can lmagine, all kinds of toplcs

are discussed, Including -- hell, evecrythingl
Therein may be a central problem. It's all very well ¢to glve 1t
reams of first-level pralse. But when the hoopla surroundlng ¢this

megaproject dles down and the thing begins to be distributed to those
who ares really wondering what 1t takes to produce a zine (as opposed to
those just reading i1t because of the hoopla or out of general interest),
well, I have my doubts on whether they'll be able to get anywhere after
reading 200+ pages of advice from publishers.

"Can't deo what ten people tell me to do/so I guess ['l]l remaln the
same” --Otis Redding, Dock of the Bay

I mentloned flrst-level pralse back theres,. By this I mean that
each article, by IltselE, ls excellently wrltten. The second-level
criticism s that, presasnted together, they tend to confuse the I1ssue,
by presenting the newcomer to publishing with a trillion different ways
to produce a zine, and a trillion different ways to GM. Llke the child
at the candy store, the new publisher is confounded by the sheer weight
of the multitude of decisions facing him after reading QUaD. And he |is
led to belleve that the wrong declsions will cause hla zlne to be
unpopular with the masses,

"The creator's functlion ls to silft the elements he recelves from
[imagination], for human activity must ilmpose limlts on 1tselE. The
more art is controlled, the more 1t is free.

"My freedom thus consists In my moving about within the narrow
frame that I have assigned myself for each one of my wundertaklings."
-Igor Stravinsky,;

Three new zlnes (excluding The Zlne Reglster) have made the Top Ten
Iin the Runestone Poll thls year or last,; those belng L
Praxis, and XL. All three, obvliously, were started without the beneflt
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of QUaD. I can't speak Eor Alan Stewart or Steve Knlght here, but I can
" say a bit about what atarted me off. I didn"t look so much at articles
on publishing as I looked at zrirmes. Accordingly, I made Dolchstoss, my
favorite, my model for XL, whlile incorporating features of others that I
liked. It took a while for me to reallze what was working and what
wasn't (My Move,/Your Move, for example, wasn't) but I think the "narrow
Erame that I have assigned myself £for each one of my undertakings"™
[issues of XL], provides me with a form through which I can be constant
enough to show some contlnuity, and creative enough to keep the level of
varlety. It takes time for a zlne to develop that character of lts own,
and XL s still searching for it (though we're rather closer to 1t now
than, say, five Issues ago). The central message behind QUaD 1is that
one should answer this massive body of Ilmplled gquestlons about how the
new zZine willl be produced, what lt will contaln, who 1t will try to
attract; what gaming rules it will adopt -- and wollal there you have
character right from issue #11

Bruce Linsey's Houserules Template is a fantastlic 1dea for new
publishers (indeed, I've updated my houserules with this iIssue, with the
help of hls article],. But all the articles in the world won't help the
new publlsher decide on how to publish as much as Jjust getting out and
trying it.

[In discussing the gist of this with Brux over the phone the other
day, he mentioned that QUaD will eventually get a second editlion that
corrects the typos in the first edition, and includes some new material,
including advice llke that I've just given. For now, you can get all
the excellent reading material Iln the flrst edition for §3 £from Bruce,
at 73 Ashuelot St. Apt 3, Dalton MA, USA 01226. Let me say once more:
the critliclasms above are printed with a sense of profound shame: the
Publishers Handbook has the potentlial to be a shaping force In the
guallity and longevity of future zines, as well as containling most of the
best written material on the subject from the hobby's best wrlters. And
it"s cheap at that prilcel]
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Remember my theory? Last issue, I sald 1t should be possible to write
convincingly enough on any toplec to be read by all who take the time to
read it. The computer article was just to get you started. Thils month, I

THE RULES

Followling 1s the latest editlion of XL's houserules, In condensed
type so you can't read it unless you want to. Since I realize that many
of you won't want to peruse x pages of houserules, 1'11] start off by
printing the changes from the wverslon that was printed in XL #1.

Strictly speaking, there ls only one person who 1Is gqualifled to
protest the fact that I'm changing my houserules in mid-game. That
person ls Mike Barno: he's the only player who read my houserules
closely enough to tell me his preference of NMR deposits. The rest of
you missed that polint. But if there's anyone who doesn't 1like one of
the changes, we'll continue to use the old houserules untill your game 1is
over, provided you inform me, In publlc (meanlng ne "not for print™
letters) so we can discuss problems. And l!f you're not a player Iin XL,
feel free to send me some comments 1f you have any. {Brux, try to limit
yourself to, say ElLEteenmn thousand words, OK?)

Here is a short list then, of the changes:

[1.11) If you do nokt submit a preference liskt, [ shall take this to
mean you want a genulnely random cholce, not whatever country's left
OVEer.

[1.24) Tf the feelling of the players is divided as to whether to
separate seasons, the GHM shall use his discretion.

(1.32) Extensively rewritten, but the gist of L1t hasn't changed.

{(1.41] This has been rewritten %to reflect the wway I do
adjudicatlons on the computer.

[(1.42] Zlne reports cutramk the flyer reports, underlines show that
moves fall desplte what the boldface says.

[1.51)] The press dateline rules for XL are further explalned, but
unchanged.

[1.53) This section has a rather lengthy pliece on what Gtypes of
press I1'd prefer to avoid. This ls probably the ltem that will get me
the most £lak, but I'm gulte prepared to argue my polnt.

[1.81]) Mo proposals lnvolving x counteles before gameyear 1900 + =«
I put this Iin to stop the threat of a proposal for a seven way draw
being passed absurdly early by seven nervous novices.

[1.65] I'll primt the number of no's and abstentions for all
proposals. I didn't even have a rule for this bsforel Lucky I dldn't
get any proposals yet, huh?

{l.86] This is the old rule [1.65] moved forward to make room for
the addition.

[2.14] GHMH removals to be done differently than the rather confusing
rulebook.

[2.17) New rules, which I've usad already, for avolding Spring 1901
NMRs .

[2.21) Standbys get free subscription umtil thelir part Iin the game
ands .

[(2.22) The GM may be asked to name a substltute 1f a player who
must leave the game for awhile doesn't have a nominee In mind.

(4.32) Nancy will take orders owver the phone, provided you're
careful about 1t. .

[4.33] There 1las no more rule [4.33]. I'm simply not doing any more
phonlng for orders whatsoever--six weeks ls long enough, e=specially with
the flyer system now In effect.

The new XL Houserules follow on the next page:
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[1.00] HOW POSTAL DIFLOMACY GAMES m._ BE P'L.l'I'EI
[1.10] Gamestarks

[0.010 Preference Lists will be accepted, and consulted for coumbry sssigmeents for each gamestart, though no
guarantess are given. A preference list is seven lekters. Each of the seven sust be one of the following: A, E, F, 6, B,
I, or T, indiciating that you'd rather play that country than amy to the right; or I, indicating no preference; or I,
indicating that you will only play il you can play a country desigrated to the left of the first 1. Plagers sho sabuif »o
preferesce lists will be gives a randow country before the preferesce lists are cangolted. ALl preference lists will be
printed.

d Edition

[1.02) Player information required is on the KL Gamestart Application Form, and includes name, nickname (if
any -- no aliases), address, preference list, seison combination preference, and personal introduction. Other information
is optional amd will mot play a part in deciding whether or not you get into a game.

C1.130 Excelgior Gamestart Agplicatiom Form: will be sent om request. [t"s not neccessary to have one filled out
to get into a game, as lomg as you submit all the information listed in [1.121.

(1.047 Priority for determining players will be: the GH"s judgesent, based mostly upom speed of application and
cospatibility of preference lisks.

[1.20] Game schedules

[1.21) Seasons in & gass year are Sprimg mwoves, Susser rebreats, Fall woves;, Aubloss retreats, and Winber
ad justuenks. PFlagers calside Borth deerica shoald vole this Eradition of Rorth Meerican ENs o ase Che word Fall, sot
datare, for seves only. Paredoxically, the emswing retreats are called datame.

[1.22] Coshination of seasoms: British-Egropean Systes: Under this systes, which will be wsed il the application
vote is bied or im favour, retrests are sade conditional on the resulls of woves, thus A Mun W (ret: Ber, Kie, S5il, Tyr,
OTR). Winter adjusteents say be sade comditional om both Fall soves and Autusa retreats.

[1.23) Combipation of seasonsy Morth Aeericam system: Under this systes, which is contrary to the Rulebook in that
it allows megotiation tiee bafors retreats and adjusteents, soves are sade conditiomal on the resulbs of the latest round
of retreats and/or adjusiments, thus 11 A Par r Bur, then A Kie 5 A Pun-Ber, else A Mun H, A Kie-Ber.

[1.24) Separation ol seasons will sometimes be meccessary, and the BN will separate the seasons if it is judged
convienient to do se. It will mever be so jadged if mobody asts for sach & separation; bat will always be 5o jadged if
two sore people ask for one thaw ask to go throegh. Thas if foar ask and two say plag ov, Ehe 8N will a2lwaps separate.
The Els jadgesent coves into play owly if the feeling of the plagers is closely divided betweer playing on, and
separatisg. Therelore plagers should always send aorders jusé im case. Respect wuy jadpesest thoagh:t if Ehere's wnine
retreats and eight od jagtwents, your request will be escagh even if all six others say play on. Winter 1500 will always
be a separake seasom,

[1.25] Belays thak are uncontrollable, such as a postal strike, may cawse a gase to be postponed until the
termination of the probles.

[1.30] Orders

[1.31] Abbreviations Vor provinges on the Diplomacy board are for the sest part, the lirst three letters of the
prowince name. There are however certain exceptions that should be mobed:

EMe Eastern Med. IrS Irish Sea MAD Wid-Atlantic Ocean  WAD MNorth Atlamtic Ocean MNuy Norvay
Goll Ball of Bothaia Lva Livonia RAf Morth Africa Nrg Rorwegian Sea StP St. Petersburg
Gly Gulf of Lyoms Lpl Liverpool Nth North Sea TyS Tyrrhsaian Sea

Fote Ehat the abbreviations | ase are changing aver lise. The arigival version ased ol for Galf of Lpows avd Tpa for
Tyrelia. [ ase Tyr becaase it cam wewer be confused wikh Tyf: try it! For some sirange reason [ prefer Nrg to Hug, which
is more obviows. WNatch oat thomgh: sy &/fection for capital 5% for seas (Ir§, T§S) farced e Lo relype & Qdbe oBCE
becaase [ tried Bak for the Baltic, owiy to discover that it could alﬂ! be Etbe Barewts’

[1.32) Ordering wnits wnashiguowsly is a wery simple process, and there is mo reasom that amy asbiguity should
result if you follow these guidelimes:
This part bas been ertesrively resrittes because [ thosght it wosld be easier to maderstand this way. The istest is wot
te force plagers to write orders like [ do, it is sisply to help cut ihe wewcower, althoagh [ ga ivto saowe defail a» Ehe
syitens of order writing [ don't accept in [2.32].

An army can do any on# of thres things in & given season:

a) it con bold im placticscsirserscnsnentnnnrnnnsnnnnncnsnsnnnsnsnsasnsasnssunnnunnananseh Mon M
B) At can MOVR ccssnnnrntacnsannrsrsasnn s nanssnanssnonsnnanansnanananasssnensesl UN-Ruh
el it can support another unit, whether that unit is ordered %o hold..........c.cccu..h Mun § A Rub

or move, in vhich case it sust name the origimal and destinationm spaces..................A Mun § A Kie-Ruh
It the unit supported is that of another country, you sust so designate in your orders...A Mum 5 FRENCH A Kie
A fleet may do the three things am army say do, with the same format above but different restrictions depending upon
the terrain. (For example, a fleet can’t hold in Mun, or support a umit going there, obwiowsly, but that's part of the
rules, mot the houserules.)
In addition, a Ileekt may comvoy am army over lamd........ccucvenicinnnrcsncscesnsnsananacf TyS C A Tun-Rom
IT the army is that of amother country, you susk sestion Ehis im your order.............. F TyS C TURKISH A Tun-Rom
In your orders, you should be sure thalt mo wmits are ordered more tham once in the same set, and that all erders
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imvolving fleets and multi-coasted provimces are crystal clear, if there is any possible ambiguily.

[1.33) Conditional orders, inm which a condition is specified before a certain set of orders are evecwted, will be
accepted provided that the conditions refer only te moves; retreals, and or ad justments in thal game and are for a season
that will be played in ome of the meast two isswes of IL. [f your conditions do mat include either an "all other cases® or
a caseé describing what actually happemed, you will be NMRed.

U141 Priority of sore thah ome sek of orders will be as follows: bhe latest dated set, or (il tied, undated, or
anbiguously dated) the set the GM reads Jast. (See also [4.31D)

C1.40] A jedications

[1.41] Format for adjedications. The zime game reports will comsist of headlinmes, a wmap (umits will be
represented by capital letters, with (leets circled) with the names and addresses of the players. Under this will appear
the retreats, adjusteents, mext deadline orders, amd, il it is a Fall move, & supply centre chart,

Retreats will be denoted by a small r. The abbreviation OTB means a uwnit has disbamded (retreated OFF The Board). Builds
will be demoted with a plus sign (+), removals with a wimus sign (=),
ALl interpreted orders will be tramslated to J| Standard: asbiguous omes will remain for all to see. Whether the orfders
succeed or fail will be apparent in the way they are presented. Umits ordersd to bold will get am M. Moves will be
underlined if wnsuccessiul. A support which is cut, or impossible will be represeated as a dollar sigen (6) instead of the
ssual capital 5. Disrepted convoys will be represeated by a C placed in squire brackets ([C]), becauwse the cosputer
keyboard doesn't have the corresponding cents sign' Dislodged wnits will be denoted with an  asterisk (8). Unordered
units will stand, with a capital 8. An illegal order will be underscored and has no effect om Ehe destination space
printed. 6M comments explaining orders will be placed im brackets and in italics. The GN comment BOOM' means thal a unmit
has been dislodged and has no retreat space, and is thus annihilabed.

The position of a wait after the adjudication will be shown in its order in boldface. Umits dislodged will not be
boldfaced or shown on the wap; but a mote im the press will list retreat optioms.

ALl players will recieve & flyer; mailed as quickly as possible after the deadlime;, contaiming everything but the wap.
(The keadlines appearing im the rine may be different as well, because letter-press letiers take up more space.)

[1.42) Unofficial parts of adjudicatiom, Results as shown in EL are final. Where the map does not agree with the
printed orders, the printed orders shall prevail. I1f the boldfacing of & wait"s final position does mot agree with the
under|lining or lack of underlining, the official linal position of that wnit will be detersined by whelher the order is
underlined or mok.

[1.43] Availability of results. Results are not available by phone or face—to-face meeting until 24 howrs after
the deadline. By that bime, a llyer will be on it"s way to all players in the game.

[1.50] Press

[1.51) Datelines allowed for press im EL games are anybthing gicept the following: BN (used for game notes Lo get
the press section of f to a start), Maestro (used whem WSBruce thinks of something he feels is appropriakely witty to

insert), and Magstro"s rebreat(s) for mext time (which ends the press whea there are retreat optioms to be listed). Also
forbidden are datelines vhich approzisate amother"s player's name, the name or any abbreviation of any swpply ceatre owned
by amokther player after the adjodication, or the nase or any abbreviation of a son—supply ceatre prowince in which a wnit
controlled by another player rests after the adjudication. MNote gfter the adjudication -- seaning, for example, that
Gernany could order F Dea-Swe, with the press itea Seet Told ya 1°d make it. Such an item vould be pristed if Germany
controlled Sweden after the adjudication.

[1.52) Content reulations. Press in IL will not be printed il unneccessarily obscene or ludicrously lengbthy. Or
both.

[1.53] Getting press primted. Despite the fact that 1 have mever yet edited press for IL; [ have my limits. It
has been said that publishers are passively responsible for the press bthey receive. Simce [ am deathly afraid of the
prospect of printing (mot to mention typimng) reams of press, let me lecture prospective players on what type of press |
would be wost likely to «dit. [ am nmot & fan of the concept of press &s aa iwnstrusest for wll the creative writers im the
game. Declarations from the Czar are fine, but the Turther wisadventures of Marvin Lipschitz, when it has nothing to do
with the game and takes up 2 page, are not welcome. Press (and to an exbent, joke orders) is a vehicle by vhich the 901
of IL readers who do mot play in the gase will be attracted to the gase report, [f the press contains lobts of itess
relating to how the hidden aspect of the game is going, it gives the reader a feeling of being able to follow closer Ghan
if T just printed a map and an ad judication. Seen in bhis light, it should become clear that the short-story-to-be-con-
binged -next-time type af release just doesa’t Fit in. Thimk of whether your leagthy press release will be understood by
Wancy. [If it won't, I probably wom't primt it: especially 17 it threatens to becoss a series.

End of sermon, You cam write me to debate this if you want. Bul don't make a press item oul of it.
[1.60]1 Gamestops

{1.60) Proposals for a gawe end, comsisting of a winmer, or a set of draving countries, say be made at amy Lise,
with the following limit: mo propesal involving r countries may be made before the end of gameyear 1900+x. The &N will
print all proposals in the press sectiom wnder the dateline GH.

[1.62] Voking On Proposals. ALl players controlling supply ceatres; evcluding standbys playing their Tirst sesson
may vobte on a proposal. If the anmouncement of the proposal is followed by the words “Veah, surrre®, the proposal
requires all players to wole yes for it to pass. Otherwise, the proposal would require all voting players to wote yes (am ~
abstention would not cause the proposal to fail). Once & proposal passes, the game is ower.

[1.63) Priority Wotimg. [m the event that two or wore proposals are made, each player say list his Yes woltes by
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priority. Such & priority sust be made crystal clear to the BM. [f more tham one proposal passes, the GM will decide
which proposal vas wore popular. If two or wore draws have equal popularity, all the powers im any of the proposals will
share in the draw.

[1.64] Credit for wins and draws shall be given to the last player who submitted legal orders that were used for
that power.

[1.65] Printing of proposal results. The result of a failed proposal shall be printed in the next adjudication,
along with the nusber of abstentions and Ao votes.

[1.6E] Endgawe statewents will be printed in YL following the conclusion of each game, space permitbing. All
players im the game shall receive a set of all endgame statesents.

BUT K= WHAT IF.
[2.101 Player Apathy

[2.11] Missing moves will result im all your wnits standing unovrdered, which the game reports shall distinguish
from "ordered to hold".

[2.12] Hissing retreats shall result in the unit being disbanded, or retreated "off the board”. (This reminds me.
If a fleet is dislodged in the Mid-Atlantic, and disbands, where exactly do they go? [ wean, it"s easy to pickure the
remnants of an army makimg @ mew civilianm life for themselves in Bohemia once disbanded, but it"s a bit hard Rto imagine
the same for a fleet dislodged in the niddle of the ocean...)

[2.131 Missing builds will result in the builds being forfeited, though the country im question will, of course,
still contral the gained supply ceatres.

12.14) Missing removals. The priority for saking resovais should the player mot advise the GM which units te
remove will be: fleets at sea, wnits in foreiga mon-supply cemtre provimces, home non-centres, foreigm supply centres, and
home supply cemtres. Ties will be broken by taking the unit farthest from the nearest home ceatre, counting all proviaces
of any type im the calculation of distances. Further ties will be broken by taking off flests before armies, amd fimally
by taking the units off in alphabetical order of the location names.

[2.15) Missing votes will result in your wote being predecided (see [1.611),

[2.16] Penalty for missed deadlines is that you wust buy every other player still alive im your game one copy of
IL!'! (There is an alternative, see [3.13).) Also, if you miss two consecutive deadlines (nokt Rwo consecubive seasons),
‘or have at any time after Winter 1901 a response rate of less than 50%, you will be impeached by a stand-by, and will lose
any NMR deposit you had (see [3.131) and if [ don”"t hear from you, the balance of your IL sub as well.

[2.17] Ayoiding Spring 1301 MMRs. Sprimg 15901 deadlimes will be extended if any one player wants an extension.
If all players have orders in, and want to get started, the game begins after only ome deadline. [T amy player has no
orders on file by the first deadline, a stand-by for his position will be called.

[2.20] Replacesent Players

[2.21] Stamdbys. Any time a player is in a sitwation vhere he could WHR out if he were to miss the next deadline,
4 stand-by shall ke called from a list maintained by the GM. The standby's orders will be used if Lthe origimal player
misses that mext deadlime. Stamdby’s are sxespt from rules [3.117 and [3.12]. Mo player say stamdby for twe powers at
different times in the same game, though a standby may make a re-appearance as the same pover he once controlled.
Standbys may mot vote on or submit proposals with their first set of orders.

12.22] Subgtitukes. A player say desigmate a tesporary substitute, or have the BM pick a replacesent player with
the understanding that this is to be temporary. A designated substibtute sust be acceptable to the GH, but has the same
txesption from rules [3.11] and [3.12] as standbys. The original player may return at any time, provided a ome-deadline
notice period is given.

[2.30] Mon-standard orders

[2.31) Unambiguous and interpretable orders, though mot in standard form (see [1.327) will, if legible, be
interpreted to standard form and accepted.
[2.321 r ich wi £

Inplied orders. A Con 5 A Rus-Bul is not am order for the A Rum.
- Ambiguous orders. [ Edi-Mor will be laughed at, both by the 6M, aad by the other players.
Unspecified or wrongly specified unit orders. A is for army and F is for fleet. What could be more simple?
- Parenthesized orders. A Rum-Bul (5 by A Con) is not am order for the A Con.
- Unspecified or wrongly specified multinatiomal orders. [f that piece you're supporting or comvoying is painted a
different colour, you sust specify this. (Don't specify the colour, twit, specify the mationality')
- "Codevord® orders, under vhich another player can submit a codeword vhich decides your orders for you.
- Joint orders, in which two or more players submit orders om the same sheet of paper.
= Beneral orders. “Attack [taly" as am order will mot be followed.
= Double orders. Any unit ordered twice (especially im the case of the illogically controversial A Rom M,
ARom § F TyS-Tus) is doubly ordered and stands. Similariy, IL does not subscribe to this illogical belief Kkhat a umit
ordered to move can be supported im place in case the move fails.
[2.331 Sorry BRUN, but rekreats are moves. Amy order labeled “Winter® will be assumed to be a retreat if two
provinces are meationed, and an adjustment if one province is sentioned.
(2.34] Humourous orders will be primted if it is clear whal the wnit is ordered %o do. L encourages you to
lighten up the game with these subtleties from time to time, but please make it clear to the BM what the intended order
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(3. | 1
[3.101 Momey required to play im a game im QL
(3. 11) Gamgfee. %3.00 Camadiam for players living in Canada, $3.00 US for players living im the US. Flayers
living elsevhere play free. [n deciding which gamefee a player sust pay, his address as of gameyear Spring 1901 will be
used. A player who moves oubtside of North Awerica during the gase doesm’t get a refundy a player who soves to MNorth
America during the game doesn't have to pay a gamefee. [ anybody you're playing with in a game here moves to aveid
paying a gamefee, let me know and we'll have a good lawgh about it.

(3.121 Sybscription to EL. Failure to maintain this puts you im grave dunger of being WHRed.
[3.13 [ it & [ » LIf you do mot wish to abide by rule [2.16] fbuy am IL for each

of the other players if you NMWR), the GM will require an WMR deposit of $5.00. You will have to pay il again each time
you MMR, or you will be replaced. If you do mot send an NMR deposit it will be assumed thak you will abide by rule
[2.16); ALl deposits will be returned if you aweid WMRing out.
[3.14] Price changes. ALl fees are subject to change, but only the cost of your sub cam be changed oace paid.
[3.15] Woney deadline is Fall 191, 11 you do not send im all required paywents by bthis time you will be
replaced.

(4.00] DECREES FROM THE TOP BRASS....
[4.10] Riplonatic sethods
[4.11] Deception of 6N prohibited. Amy attespt to deceive the GM, by ispersonation of another player, factual
deception, abuse, or wail taspering, will -result in the culprit beimg ¢ jected from DL, losing all subscriptiom, game, and
MR fees and deposilts.
(4,121 Deception of any other type encowraged' You'll get mo explicit help from the 6M, but you cam do what you
like to players, spectators, traitors, POMs, virgins, puppebs, slaves, and young children.....,
[4.20] Isfallibility of GM disproven
[4.217 GA _errors pointed out by a player ia the game, before the mext deadline will be corrected, and if the error
is sufficient, the deadline willl be extended.
[4.30] Telephone orders
(4.311 Precedence of phone orders required. 1! you do met advise the BN othervise, any wmailed orders received
after a call but before a deadline will outrank the phoned orders.
[4,32] Phone nusbers and hours. These are all im Pacific Standard Time, (with Daylight Standard Time vhen
applicable):
= Work: 604/2353-6308
- Home: 604/299-1382
I currently vork from widnight ko B:00 AN on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. | will accept orders
at work, but may mnot be im any shape to accept Lemgthy press at amy time over the phome. You can phone my home at any
time, but should this 24-hour privilege be abused, I will be forced to quickly change this rale.
Should you phone we at home and [ind out that 1"m not im, Mancy will attespt to take orders for you, but please make
sure she reads thea back to you, as she has a very differeat way of writing things down that | sometimes can't decipher.
[4.40] Beification of the GM
(%.410 Authority ko rule on unforseem circumstmces. If it cowes to pass that a sitwation ariseth for which His
houserules apply not, the GM shalt wake a Ruling, ind, having wade Wis decision, He shalt close the matber thereg
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I work for Shell Canmada. Because of thias, I can tell you the following
information, which willl be of Interest te those of you who drlve.

Starting Ilnmn September, the gasoline sold by the major Canadlan oill
companies will be significantly different for the first time. This Iis
mostly dues to the introductlion of Formula Shell gasoline.

In Vancouver, the rlval companles have been promoting new gasollnes
of thelr own. Esso has come out with the "HNo-Trouble Gasoline®,
PetroCan has come out with a similar "new" gasoline, while Texaco's
message is that the changes made by Esso and PetroCan were made by
Texaco elghteen montha ago without any hoopla: it didmn't seem too
important at the time.

The pecople at Shell tell us that these new cleansling gases are
formed by mixing a litre of detergent with a truckful of gas. Volla.

Formula Shell is different. It Is a chemical addltlive that
contains a similar cleanser. But the cleanmning of the combustion system
is only a minor aspect of Lt. Its great advantage is that it contalns a
potassium-based spark enhancer that smooths the combustion process. The
end result is that cars run not only cleaner, but less erractlically.
And the results are noticable In two tankfuls. Should you Eill up at a
competitor's station, these effectas are decreased, and you'll need
another two tankfuls of Formula Shell to be “"reconwverted®™.

The good news Is that lt is avallable across Canada and In Europe,
now, for the price of any unleaded gascline. (Formula Shell does not
come in regular grades, mostly because they are to be phased out by
1988.)

The bad news L= that Lt will not be avallable to American consumers
untill late 1987 at the earllest, by which time It may have passed
government standards.

Since I don't drive, I'd apprecilate It 1f you'd tell me the results
you get after two tankfuls of the stuff. I there a notlceable
differance? Let me know.

Bart I1-...The Bad...

When you go into a store with a purpose, do you go Eto buy
something, or do you go to be sold somethlng? Close your eyes and think
about it for a second.

I buy things. I do not enjoy belng sold thlngs. You'll have your
own, possibly quite different, oplnlons on thls of course, but Lt seems
to me that when I buy something, I"'m choosing to give my money to the
person/business that provided it. When sold something, I inevitably
feel that my money has been taken as the result of subtle persuasion
which I have fallen for.

It Is for this reason that I avold salespeople in stores. Nothling
at all agalinat them, they work hard, anmnd I often feel good when I think
that they'll get an easy commission because I'"ve bought something £from
them, wlthout Eforcing them to go through the salesmanship routlne. But
when I decide to buy somethling, and then the salesperson decldes to glve
me the splel, I am offended. 1It's so easy to see tEhrough the act being
put on when thls happens: the salesperson wants to make you feel he's
your best frlend, or don't tell my boss but thls product Is wunderpriced
for the value (sure...), or something that is clearly in contrast with
the persconallty of that person: a facade. The best salespeople are
those who remaln themselves. But a gquick tour of a few department
stores when you're shopping. for something will convince you that
salespeople are not hired to be themselwves. Becuase 1f they are, the

Page 11



excelsionr == No.15=

great majority of them aren't doing thelr jobs.

Harketing Is that branch of sales which deals with the £lrst-hand
presentatlon of the goods to the consumer. Desplte thls Issue's cover
(we'll get to that presently), I still have a job and a place (the same
one) to do it. It's not difficult to determine that, having sald the
above, I'm now golng te launch Into a critigque of Shell's marketlng
department .

Marketing specifically concerns itself with two things: getting the
customer to the busliness site for the flrst time, and bringing him back
again, Flrst you get yourself customers, then you maintain them.

The way Shell goes about this is somewhat paeculiar. of course
there's advertlising, but since that is usuvally a whole department In
itselE, I'll only discuss It briefly. Shell's advertlsing |Is based
mostly on promoting an image of stability and reliablility. The new

theme is "The Move Is On", and though thils has a speciflec connotatlon
with the new brand of gasoline technology (Formula Shell has moved Shell
clearly In €front, Lf the reactionas of our competitors are any
Indication), the new slogan 1s being presented In low-key form, as the
former one "Shell Helps", was. (I had better mention that this lIs Shell
Canada we're talking about, no strong relatlion to the Amer ican
counterpart or Royal Dutch Shell in EBurope, except for materials
produced. ) I think the competltors have Shell beat 1In the ™™V
advertising f£ield, LE only because of guantity.

The Shell marketing people fall down on schemes to obtaln new
customers. Too often they are sleazy deals offering something Eor
nothing, with rules that are unstated and unworkable. Filrst there were
the three national Loto-S8hell games. The flrst was a scratch-flve/wln
free gas game that worked well, axcept that some stations apparently
declded to get ahead by giving out two per customer, putting customer
pressure on the honest attendants who followed the rules. Also, we had
to put up with customers who wanted to plck their own tickets, Instead
of taklng the one we handed them ("I don't want that one: it"s a
losec™) .

The second version was a classlic example of a well-thought out idea
screwed up by not planning it through correctly. This one had six boxes
to scratch. Every card was a potential winner, thus, there could be no
complalnts that the attendant intentlonally gave you a losing ticket!
However, you had to scratch two boxes only to win, or the card was wvold.
There were Elve different prizes ranglng from §1 to $100 free gas, one
in each box: the sixth box matched one of the others, most often with
the §1 prize. The chances of winning were therefore one In 15.
However, when they printed the tickets, they printed them 1In batches,
and Eorgot to mix them. Thus 10-20 tickets in a row would be identical,
for example $1 $5 $2 $100 $15 $1. Word soon got around that your best
chance cof winning was to watch the guy ahead of you scratch hils tlcket,
And once again, predlictably, certaln people amazingly showed up with
tens of winners, despite the fact that It was supposedly one per
customer, and you had to £111 up your car with 25 litres of gas. (This
was the origin of the notlon that 25 litres--and not 24.9--sguals one
"fill-up”, whether you drive a moped or a motor home.)

Loto-Shell 3 was confusing. It was a slot machlne Etype game,
where-by the customer opened Eflve pouches on the back of the tlcket. IE
one of these showed three lemons; or cherriles,;, or pectins (the Shell
loge Is called a pectirn), or whatever, then the card was a winner. The
change in the rules was confusing to most, and explalning the rules of a
silly game that the customer is golmg to, in all likelyhood, lose, €E£ify
tlmes an hour, Isn't my ldea of Eun. Thankfully, the marketling people
decided to stop playing around. Instead, they got a better Idea:
coupons .

The Summer Shellout coupons arrived one flne day In June of 'as.
The handout, to be given to all customers getkting a Elll-up, consisted
of a booklet contalining perhaps fifteen coupons, of which three were for
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91.50 off a Fill-up. If giving out three coupons for one fill-up seems
illogical to you, you're absclutely right: but the capper is fthat the
brilliant fools declded not to put explry dates om these coupons, and 1ln
September of '86, over a year later, wa're still redeeming them!

The ptublens with these things were massive. Flrst of all, there
is the obvlious problem of where to draw the line. I was one of the few
who toed the line and stuck to my guns and said no to 24.9 and yes to
25.0 lltres. But it turned out that another line exlisted at the other
end. A customer buylng ElEty lltres would expect to get two books, and
$3.00 off his gas for two coupons. An expliry date wasn't all that was
missing: also missing was a "one-per-purchase"™ phrase, along with other
limits (many customers clalmed they'd stop at 25 lltres, go around the
block, return and pump another 25 litres).

There was a reason why these were missing: all avallable space was
taken up by the Elll-in portion om the back. Name . Signatuce.
Address. Date. Licence Number. Add to this the time it takes to £ill
out a credlt card, and you've got the average customer taklng ten
minutes or more to pay for his gas, a prospect that earned universal
hatred from attendants and customers allke. It didmn't help %to know
(from periods when we accepted competitor's coupons) that the other
coupons, while not nearly as genercus, didn't require anything to be
filled in. Also, the insvitable happened: some places stopped reguiring
all the stuff to be fllled in. (It was either this or one In three of
my coupon customers were lyling when they told me so.)

Finally, my manager (who had to deal with hundreds of the things
every day In hls accounting) had had enough, and phoned the marketing
represantative. Should we give a customer who buys 50 litres two books?
Should we accept two coupons Erom such a customer? Well, use your
discretion, sald the marketing representative, In roughly three hundred
carefully chosen words of bafflegab. Does esach coupon have to be £illed
out? One hundred more words of baEflegab translated to yes.

Later that week, a staff member used three coupons on a ten litre
purchase at another Shell outlet, without being asked to f111 out any of
them, and with the manager watching.

Now, I don't know whether this ls a general marketing prlnclple orx
not, but it applles to Shell: when you make a mistake (and Summer
Shellout was quite obviously a goof-up of the Elrst degree, In fact Eour
or £lve goof-ups 1ln one), do not abandom the tactlc, keep workling at it
untll you get Lt right. Thus we had Hallowe'sn Shellout (bags of
Chicklets at half-price, fifteen boxes worth, which took ten months ¢to
sell), Winter Shellout (ancother coupon book, this Elme only two gas
coupons, with less to £111 out, jJust name and llcence no.), Chriatmas
Shellout (a set of 12 cheap transformer robots that drove us crazy
trying to understand the muddled syllables of four-year-old's cheolices
after ten minutes of musing), Cabbage Patch Shellout {a set of 12
Cabbage Patch figurinmes that provoked similar problems), and now we're
back to Summer Shellout agaln, which thlis tilme has no gas coupons Iin 1t,
to the chagrin of most customers who remember the good old days.

That is how Shell has been getting customers to the pumps. The
second aspect of marketing has been getting them to return.

It Is the Harketlng Depatment's opinion that lf a customer does not
return it is the fault of either the attendant, or the fault of the
station itself. (Never mind that one experlence with Shell coupons and
games s gulte enough Efor many people.) They conduct surveys of
stations with a mystery shopper program which attempts to pin down this
gulilt.

There Is an evaluation form which Is sent to the station and the

marketing representative. Part one concerns the attendant. The
attendant must be wearing a Shell uniform that must be clean. He must
activate the pumps qulickly. He must greet the customer , with

eye-contact, upon hils arrival in the sales area. He must have no
obvious trouble wlth the cash reglister procedurce. He must thank the
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customer, by name Lf the customer uses a credit card, and ask him ¢to
return.

All of these, excepting only the three in the final sentence, are
graded on a 1 to 10 scale. Sltuational clrcumstances are not taken Into
account .

An attendant whose shirt is dirty will lose marks, despite the fact
that he may have been ocoutside helping another customer get his cac
started. An attendant may be picking up garbage in the lot when the car
arrilves, and will then lose marks for not activating the pumps
immediately. {And what, pray tell, is the difference between, say, a 7
and an 8 In thls category? Are the mystery shoppers equipped wlth a
stopwatch and a chart telling them which station's gas pumps are slow
because of mechanical weardown?) I[f there are six kids buying chocolate
bars, the attendant will lose marks for not greeting the customer upon

his arrival Iin the sale= area. The attendant will lose marks for
keeping Shell's much-loved standards of eye-contact 1f it means he can't
make the correct change quickly. And he's sure to get chopped down on

the sheet |f he looks at the credit card (John's Plumbing) and says
"Thank you, Mr. Plumbing." Or what about the many credit cards we get
whose names glve us a good chance of mispronouncing them? In any case,
would you like to be called by name by a perfect stranger? I wouldn't.
Finally, the fact that we must both say "thank you™ and "please come
back™ strikes me as overdolng lt. Reminds me of paylng at HMcDonalds:
"Thankyouverymuchs irpleasecomeagain.® That's not a positive way to
conclude a sale, 1f you ask me.

The rumour 1s that Shell Is setting up a tralnling program to Etraln
us how to be better attendanta. Translatlon: how not to be ourselves.
The seminars on how to do my job will be conducted by a university
graduate who has not spent one full shlft doing my job.

Part Two of the evaluatlion form concerns the appearance of the
station. There must be no litter om the ground. The washrooms must be
clean and well-stocked. The pump lslands must be similarly well-stocked
with materlals and clear of obstructlons. Flnally, there 1Is a place Eor
the examiner to note whether in his opinion the station was busy, and
comments .

We do poorly at this end. The simple reason is location. We are
right acroms the street Efrom the main gate of the Paclfic HNational
Exhibltlon, at one of the two worst lntersectlions in Camada £for delays

(the other 1ls at the other end of the P.N.E.). Everything ln Part 2 1s
a problem compared with the breezy time had at other stations. For
example, we lose two windshleld cleaners per month on average. We go

through more paper towela, and tollet paper than any other station: the
guess is that lt's being stolen. (I once found a Eull roll of paper
towels pulled out of the dispenser and placed In the water contaliner
with the windshield washer. And at times there have been strong
suspisions of our washrooms being used for drug dropoffs. With this
kind of clientele you can Imagine the average condltlon of our
washrooms. Keeping them clean would requlre the hiring of another
attendant 24 hours a day, something neither Shell or my manager is
likely to £ind economically feasable.

Shell ls wrong. It's not all cour Efault. 8hell Is the only major
company that has not locally upgraded gas pumps to the new digital ones.
Consequently, ours break down Efrom time to Etilme, leak oftemn, and
frequently do not shut off when they should. (Shell hasn"t ewven
provided us with those little plastic things that go on nozzles to
protect customers' clothing from gas splills.) It Is my bellef that a
customer who has had gas splll on him £from a leaky pump will not be
back, period, no matter how clean the station is, or how nice, or
comp=tant the attendant 1las. The amount of money sguandered on freebies
that could have been used for upgrading the one thing that tles all
customaers together--the gas pumps--disgusts me.
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The cover (which I hope reproduces wall) deplcts events which are
nearly Etrue.

On Frilday, August 29%th, at about 1PH, a =mall gasoline explosion
rocked the station at which I work.

I was not working at the time, and the damage was not nearly as bad
as the cover deplcts. Nobody was  hurt. Even a =mall gasollne
explosion, however, ls enough to cause a massive black cloud to appear
in an otherwlse clear sky, and a mess which even now, three days later,
has not been fully cleared up.

The canopy over the pumps still astands, but ls quite darker tham it
was . The goddam pumps stlill work. Estimated damage to tEhe statlon is
875,000 Canadlan. The cause was the stupldity of a customer who had
fillad a gas can and then put 1t near his pilot llight inslde his camper.

I gueass thils disproves the theory that the customer is always
right.

I have lost count of the number of customers who have argued with
me over why I refused to activate the pumps. Many were smoking. Some
claimed thelr car wouldn't restart 1£ they turned off the motor. I've
won many a shouting match, but have also lost a lot of customers by
being guite adamant. I like to think that the people I send this =zine
out to are more Intelllgent than most of the people I call customers.
That nobody got hurt, and damage was minimal last Friday was amazingly
lucky. If you've sver argued with a self-serve attendant over this type
of thing before, I hope you won't agalin.

Fourteen hours after the lnclident, at 3AM, a car pulled up to the
very spot where the axplosion had occurred. It was quite clearly a
vehicle on lts last legs. The driver got out, took no notlece of the
surroundings, and grabbed the pump handle with one hand.

In his other was a lit clgarette. 1t was the easlest argument I'wve
ever won. I sald, "See what happened to the last guy that didn't put
hls clgarette out?"
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Blowing 1T ONCE MORE

By the time you receive this it will have been fourteen years since my
first musical humiliation at the hands of famlly members. Fourteen
years ago, I opened up a small case my parents had rented from a local
muslc store. As the family gathered around, I slowly Elgured out how to
fit the filve pleces together. Then, with the help of my dad, we hooked
up the mouthplece with the ligature and reed, and 1 was expected to make
Muslic.

NHeedleas to say, it dildn't happen that way. My skilla at the
recorder d1d not apply on this great black horm with zillions of metal
keys. The difference between blowlng a recorder and a clarinet 1s 1llke
blowing out the candles on your birthday cake year after year, untlil one

year they decide they're going to place the cake across the room. Also,
I had no ldea which holes/keys were supposed to be covered by which
fingers, but that's a minor excuse. The first sound I made was a

wimpish sgqueak. Llttle brother and little sister started laughing, and
I Immediately burst Into tears and vowed ¢to give wup right then and
there. By the end of that sesslon, I had made little progress, and was
not looking forward to taking beglinning band classes that year at
school.

Last Sunday, I opened up the case (not the same one, I've had three
different clarinets In fourteen years), and tried to blow a few notes.
I had a terrible feeling It just wasn't golng to come back after Gtwo
years, desplte twelve years of playlng and four years of universlty.

I was right. It didn't. However, there are signs that It will.
And T can play well =nough not to bother the nelghbours with the neolse.
Also, I can see my weaknesses and work on them. But 1lt°'s going to take
a while to get my flngers, tongue, and lips into shape. My technigue is
jumpy, with uneven €fingering all owver the place. I can't tongue
anywhere as well as I used to be able to. Can you say tatatatatatatata
at 400 syllables per minute, with enough pressure to blow out that
candle across the room? 1 used to be able to. The absolute 1limit
imposed by my weakened embouchure (the shape formed by the lips Iln order
to play the thing) 1Is 30 minutes. This must be lncreased, but there's
signs of progress here: it was about 15 the first time I played. When I
was at universlty, the warm-ups and scale s2xcerclses took half an hour:
Lthepn you'd start practiclng the real music. {Conrad von Hetzke, I Just
wanted you to realize how sasy you have 1tll)

The Mozart Clarimet Concerto's Flrst Movement Is now typed Into

Haster Composer Elles. It may seem llke an coptimistic place to starct,
but 1t does wonders for the motiwvation. (It"= hard to motlivate yourself
for 20 minutes of scales.) Wolfgang may be turning over In hils grave,

and the neighbours may be investing In scundproof windows, but I'm

anjoying myself Immenselyl
FEstiiz |
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The PERELANDRA Quiz

The saddest news of the past month Is the unfortunate fold of Pete
Gaughan's excellent zine Perelandra. This qui=z is dedicated te that
excellent publication.

Each of the ltems below Is guoted from a book on the bookshelfE of

" MBruce. Speciflically, it is the "About the Author™ sectlion that you

find in nearly all books, edlited 1f lengthy. Where the author's name
appears, ['ve replaced lt with Pete Gaughan. Where the title of one of
the author's books or other literary works appears, ['ve replaced that
with one of the ltems that one would find In Perelandra- Based on the
biographlical iInformatlion and other clues, you must tell me the name of
the author. The top three responses get flve, therea and one Issue
respectively. Also, 1lf you should beat the score of Pete Gaughanm (1f he
enters, though I doubt he'll be able to reslistl), you get one free XL
regardless. A= usual, each one ls worth it's number; there are nine, so
the best score you can get ls 45. Good luckl

[For one polnt...]

PETE GAUGHAN was born ln Lomndon England. After surviving the blitz
bomblipngs of World War II and two years In the Britlsh Army, followed by
a short career as a London bobby and a driving instructor, he immigrated
to canada Iin 1968, where he became a newspaper graphlc artist and
editorial cartoonist. In 1974 he began drawing TANITH for Universal
Press Syndicate, with lnstant popularlity. TANITH ls now enjoyed by &0
million daily and sSunday newspaper readers all over the world. His
cartoon collections, THE TANITH TREASURIES, beacame paperback
bestsellers. g

Pete Gaughan now lives in Nassau, Bahamas.

[8imple? Well, Eor one point, iIt's meant to be. Try this one for
two: ]

After he was ejected £from both MHNew York University amd City
College, PETE GAUGHAN turned to a professlional wrlitling career, at Eirat
for television and comedians. In 1964 he decided to become a comedian
himselE. v

In addition te his numerous nightclub and television appearances,
Mr. Gaughan has made three comedy record albums of live concert
appearances and somehow found Elme to wrilte two long-running scripts for
Broadway. Hlis Elrst Eilm script, writtem In 1964, was the enormously
successful Perelandra. He has also written, directed and starred In six
films to date. ([MBruce here: this ls as of about five years ago]

Mr. Gaughan has wrilttem and appeared In hls own televislon specials
and Is a Efreqgquent contrlbutor to The HNHew XYorker. among other
periodicals.

His one regret in l1ife is that he is not someone else.

[Now they begin to get you thinking: try this one for three
points: ]

In 1963, Pete Gaughan won 21 games for the Yankees. In 1964 he won
18 games for them, and two more In the World Serles. Then Gaughan LlLost
his fast ball, and came to the gut-twisting decision to try to make 1t
with the knuckleball--the most erratic and difflcult pitch there is.

Gaughan got sent to the minora, fought his way back to the majors.
Almost wrcked himself working on his knuckleball. Insulted pecople.
Made enemies. Hade £riends. Never gave up. And wrote a book. The
blggest bestseller about the game of baseball, and the men who play 1t,
ever published.

[¥haddaya mean they're getting easler? Okay smartie-pants, try
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this one for four polnts:|

Pete Gaughan was borm In the Soviet Unlon to his great surprise.
He moved gulickly to correct the situwuation. When his parents emigrated
to the United States, Pete (three years old at the time) stowed away in
thelr baggage. He has been an American cltizen since the age of eight.

Brought up In Brocklyn, and educated In I1ts public schools, he
eventually found hls way to Columbla University and, over the protests
of the school administration, managed to annex a series of degrees in
chemistey, up to and including a Ph.D. He then Inflltrated Boston
University and climbed the academic ladder, Iignoring all crlies of
outrage, untlil he found himself Professor of Blochemistry.

HMeanwhlile, at the age of nine, he found the love of hils 1llfe (1n
the inanimate sense) when he discovered hils Efirst sclence-fliction
magazine. Be the time he was eleven, he besgan to wrlte stories, and at
@lghteen, he actually worked up the nerve to submit one. It was
rejected. After four long months of tribulation and suffering, he sold
hls flrst story and, thereafter, never loocked back.

In 1941, when he was twenty-one years old, he wrote the classic
short story "Perelandra™, and his future was assured. Shortly before

that he had begun writing his snowball fighting storles, and shortly

after that he had begun his DlpCon serlies.

What was left except guantlity? At the present time, he has
published over 260 books, distributed through every major dlvislon of
the Dewey system of librarxy classiflicatlion, and shows no signs of
slowing up. He remains as youthful, as lively, and as lovable as ewver,
and grows more handsome with each year. You can be sure that this is so
since he has wrltten thlis 1llttle essay himself and hls devotlon to
absolute objectivity is notorious.

He Is marrled to Janet Jeppson, psychlatrist and wrliter, has two
children by a previous marrlage, and llives In New York Clty.

[Bt11]1 easy, huh? OK--thls one, though heavily edlted {(your Elirst
clue Is that the original ls nearly flve pages 1long), willl start the
trend: for flve polints:]

Pete GCaughan has lived through--and now makes use of--some of the
strongest direct experlence that this century has had to offer.

He was bornm in Poland. The Holocaust of World War II claimed all
but two members of hls once numerous Efamily.

During his studles at the state-controlled Stalimnist <college and
universlity Iin Poland he was suspended twice and often threatemed with
expulsion for hls rejection of the officlal Marxist doctrline. While a
Ph.D. candldate In scocloleogy, he became an asplcant fasslstant
professor) and grantee of the Polish Academy of Sclences, the state's
highest research Institutlion, where he speclallized 1In the study of
indlvidual versus collectivity and the socleology of American family
1ifs .

Meanwhlle, secretly, he plotted his escape. A confldent master of
bureaucratic judeo, GCaughan pltted himself agalnst the State, which had
refused to grant him and hils parents permissiom to smigrate to the West.
"One way or another,®™ he vowed, "they won't be able to keep me here
agalnst my will.”™ But his plan weorked. In December 1957, Eollowing
what he still considers the singularly creative act of his l1lfe, Gaughan
arrlved in New York able to--as a result of his soclological
studles--read and wrilte In English without any difficulty, though only
with a rudimentary knowledge of spoken American idiom.

A critic once wrote of Gaughan that he "writes hils words so
sparsely as though they cost a thousand dollars a word, and a milsplaced
or misused locutlon would cost him his 11fe." He was close to the
truth: Gaughan takes almost three years to wrilte a novel, and in
manuscr ipt rewrites 1t a dozen times; later, In subsegquent sets of three
or four galley and page proofs, he condenses the novel's text often by
one-third. As Gaughan's publishers often attest, is Lt such
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high-principled scrupulousness that leads to the remarkable consistency
of voice In all his novels.

[I warned youl Try this one for six polnts:]

For more than two decades Pete Gaughan's Mathematlcal Games columns
In Scisntific American have dellghted a world-wide audlence that has
included mathematicians and dreamers, sclentlsts and high-school kids,
computer programmers and poekts.... Time magazline has noted that "W. H.
Auden constantly guoted from Gaughan's work."™ Vliadimir HNabokeov glves
him a walk-on part Iin the novel AJ4a, Introducing a Pete Gaughan who |Is
ldentifled as an "invented philosopher.™ The real Mr. Gaughan's book
Ballpark has been recognized as the clearest explanatlion of Elnsteln's
theories--and his Nordeen as a masterly clarlfication of abstruse parity
physics. He is an occasional critlc for The New York Times Book Review
and The New York Review of Books, and a redoubtable amateur maglclan.
And this Is only a small glimpse inte the work and world of Pete
Gaughan .

Mr. Gaughan was born In Tulsa, Oklahoma, was educated at the
Unlversity of Chlcago, and has llved for many years In a Hudson Rlver
town in NMew York State, on a street named after Euclid.

[Sure, sure, lt's obvious to you--but will you get this seven
polnter? Good luck, this one's short, 20 you'll need Lt:]

Pete Gaughan was borm In 1931. He recelved a publlc school
education and attended the universitles of Berne and of Oxford. Later
he taught at Eton and spent Elve years In the Brltish Forelgn Service.
Far Ismediate Release, hils third book, secured him a wide reputation.
Though he divides hls time between England and the Contlnent, he is most
at home In Cornwall.

[Told you it was short and sweet--did you get 1t7? Try this
ene-—another guickie--for elight polnts:l

Pete Gaughan 13 am Internatlionally recognlized expert on games and
game history. He Is the Inventor of many of the games Iincluded Iin this
volume [MBruce here: "this volume™ refers to what is unguestlonably his
most popular book)] as well as of a whole wvarlety of commerclally
avallable games, Iincluding ACQUIRE, MONAD, VENTURE, and BAZAAR. His
collectlon of games and books on games is one of the largest In Ethe
world.

[How here's the £inale: for nlne polnts, and best of luck to you:]

Pete GCaughan was born In 186% at Swanmore Im Hampshire, England.
The family emigrated to Canada in 1876 and settled on a farm near Lake
Simcoe. Educated at Upper Canada College and the University of Toronto,
Pete Gaughan taught flrst at hls own old 8School of Upper Canada and
later a%* McGill University in Montreal, where he rose to the head of the
department of economics and political sclence. His first writings dealt
with economlcs and Canadlanm hlstory, but gradually as hls true genius
emerged, he grew further and further away £from this fleld and was
attracted iInto hils natural element of pure fun. Now he iz remembered
solely as a humorist and the author of close to forty books of nonsense,
starting with Perelandra. At the time of hils death In 1944, Gaughan
left four completed chapters of what was to have been hls autoblography.
These were publlshed posthumously. In 1946 it was decided by the
Gaughan Soclety to present a silver medal annually to the best book of
humour published In Canada durlmg the yesar. The Gaughan medal has
become one of the most outstanding awards In the literary world.

[And that's 1t. How well did you do? Well, send your answers to
me naow--1 dildn't accept any of the many late entrles to the languages’
gqulz, nor am I likely to with this one--1f you want to flind outl]
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MosT of The Posr

In keeping with what appears to be the theme of this issue--the use of
thinner type to save Eace--1I"m goling te try putting your letters in
Elite print (12 characters per inch) this time. Let wme know 1f 1t's
easler to read than the ltalics.

Better start off wlith this letter, that arrived a blt late for last
issue.

BRUX LINSEY: I"we gotta take a few minutes out from a busy schedule to say it:
XL#1Z was in my opinion your very best to date! Regarding your "Morals Test"™, what
you did to that bus driver was horrible, dreadful, awful, terrible....and absolutely
the funniest thing 1"ve heard of in ages'! [ showed the story to people at work, and
they were in hysterics too. Yes, ['d have done the same thing had I been in your
position (though I['m sure | wouldn"t have been clever enough to think of it).

Re your Funestone Poll comments: well, er, sorry about the "tragedy”™ of your
having finished "anywhere near third." Funny thing about you, and Conrad von Metzke,
and Steve Enight; etc., etc.——nmone af you seems to faal that Your Wit publication
deserves its high placing. Perhaps 1 should assign the top zine esleventh place, Ethe
next one twelfth, and so on, ommitting the top ten entirely? Seriously, despite your
scheduling difficulties, [ happen to think IL. deserves its fifth place
(congratulations') and if you maintain this high quality for amother year, you might
as well brace yourself for still another “tragedy”. In other words, keep up the great
work !

Golf Without Ballis: [I*m an avid frisbee freak myself, and [*11 bet [ could just
tear up that course. Chances are [I'll never get to find out, alas.

Fete Baughan is just plaimn wrong in stating that people in the U.5. " just don't
care” about hockey. Maybe in Texas they don"t, but in the Northeast and Midwest i1t's
big-time entertainment. [I'"m not exceptionally enthused about the sport myself, but it
does get loks of press coverage and public interest where [ live. (Go, Bruins!)

Regarding your agonizing over NMRs: [ used to do the same thing, and there were
occasions on which 1 went to great lengths to reach a player by phone. Despite that,
I wouldn't held over a game for any number of NMR'"s, nor would I accept late orders
under any circumstances, ewven those encountered by Steve Cooley. I guess what I'm
trying to say is that in my opinion, the GM can go to all sorts of trouble to try and
prevent an NHR, but once the Deadline has passed, the NMR is official and cannot be
undone. That was my philosophy, anyhowj I recognize yours as being equally valid.

Kesp on putting out issues like XL#13, eh? For my taste, your zime is truly a
top-notch publication, and I look forward to every issue, on time or not.

See you and MNancy soon'

BM: Brux, you old so and so, I know how you feel about the cutting
of letters, so you're just gonna have to wait 'till after Ethe next
letter for my comments on the curremnt state of XL--the bulk o0of your
commants, admittedly, but them's the breaks....

I heard on an open line radio show an Interesting anecdote that has
some relatlons to the bus-driver episcode. A guy was glven a real sleazy
ticket for Jaywalkling; there was no chance of him causing any trouble
Eor the drlivers on the road--there weren't any around. The whole thing
smelled f£lshy: llke the cop had to complete his Jaywalking guota or
something. 8So he declded to Eight 1lt. Sure enough, the cop identified
him In court when asked by his lawyer te do so. However , the guy's
lawyer made an Interesting statement to sum up. He started out by
pelnting out the dlfference between The Law, and Justice, and then got
teo the meat of his speech:

"Offilcer Smith has identified the man sitting over at the
defendant's table as being the same man he gave the tlcket to on the
night of the ocffense two months ago. This ls pecullar, because the man
who was glven the ticket was In Eact esysslf. Perhaps I have broken a
few laws by this subterfuge, but I ask the cburt to consider whether
Justlce would be properly served 1f I were to be found gullty of this
offense when Officer Smith has been unable to identlfy me."™
Sound llke a familiar tune? The guy got off with a stern warnlng
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Erom the judge. I bet they wrote his name down, though.

I'"'m bringing the Frlsbee to BRUXCon. You don't need a disc golf
course to play Frisbee golf. All you need ils a fleld with two or more
trees. But ask Paul 1if there a basketball hoop nearby so that I can get
revenge at Jump-21 1£ I lose.

You can't really blame Pete Gaughan for not knowing that hockey 1s
major league in parts of the U.S., I certainly don't. But I thilnk it
exlsts In more parts than not. ©Of course, Canada has nothlng 1l1like the
NBA to rival the NHL ln the Winter, but I've always wondered about that,
too. This i= an extremely blased view, of course, but I think, all
things belng egual {(which they aren't), hockey Is more exciting than
basketball, and I can and willl clte evidence to support this. The
reason basketball beats out hockey in most of the USA Is because of the
enormous Influence 1t exerts natlionwide in high school and college. By
contrast, Canadian unilverslty hockey teams play to crowds of 200. But
to the evidence. The old joke about glve "em both 100 points and start
the game with two mintues left ls unreallistic, but often descriptlve of
basketball, except for one polnt: the vast majority of games are won or
lost before the vital final two minutes. The same ls true with hockey,
of course, but there 1Is a difference betwean down by two goals, and
being down by Elfteen points, though the win chance Is about the same.
The basketball fan whose team 1s down by 15 with three minutes left
starts thinking about where he parked the car. The hockey £fan whose
team ls down by two goals stays until 1t"'s obwvious: because he's one
goal away Erom belng "close™, while the basketball team is 10-12 polnts
away from beilng "close®. (Besides, it's ten below outside, and the
hockey fan doesn't want to think about what condition hils car 1s In.)
At the other end of the scale, ls a close game In basketball any more
exciting than a close hockey game? I don't think so0: In basketball,
they call time outs until tomorrow. In hockey, you get one or two
30-second tlme outs (and this is a relatively new rule), and you have
the "pull-the-goalle® situation, always gulte excltling.

My new houserules are gulte expllicit: six weeks Is enough Etime,
especlally with the new flyer system: thus, I aln't phoning £for orders
any more. Half of the phone calls I made were followed by another NHR
anyhow. As for the Cooley thing, it was a deadline where 1 had done
some phoning Eor orders where posslble, but ['d concluded that Iin
Steve's case lt wasn't possible since his number was unllisted and 1
didn't have 1t. Of course, lt turned out that I 4id have 1t, thus it
seemed (think of your CGreater Cood Rule) that 1 was at fault. No excuse
for not sending out a guick readjudication lnstead of walting Efor the
next 1ssue though.Now, more comments on the Golden Age of XL:

L l : Oh, how | do wish you'd deliver these zines to me a little soconer.
(A clump of three arrived at my balcony the day before yesterday, #'s 12, 12, % 14,)
I[t's such a nasty feeling being excluded from participating imn the quizzes and music
questions. [ knew that stuff in #13 was from Star Trek—-I could even have told you |
where in the show you might find the music being played (i.e. bottom of p. 17 is that
sappy love theme that esmerges whenever Spock falls in love, or Kirk drools over a lady
acquaintance before learning she's the prosecuting attourney, etc...) But the
oppor tunity was denied me. [ know it would be foolish to have me expect to win five
free issues;, as my copies are free anyway as a matter of course; but can my prize
possibly be that I get onto your mailing list se's [ can get the zines an Etime?
Maybe? Even just for five issues?

Also...Braille fas in Louwis Braille, its inventor), is spelled with a double “L"
as in Hurrell. 1It's French, you know, even if she isn’t. What with Braille being a
system rather than a language, perhaps you might have considered this as an altermnate
for #20 in you languages quiz: I G N. One of the most spoken (with
a grain of salt) languages in the world today is S1IGN language, which | understand |is
considered as a language. Check around, or ask your readers. [t"l]l be interesting to
confirm.

Glad to see the music guotations are back. I think it makes you a happier
publisher, Bruce——the last three issues had much more internal life than the one wvoid
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MNow, issue Rl4...the music excerpt on the bottom of page 18 is "The Great Gate of
Kiev™, isn't it? [ have no idea who the composer is or what larger composition it's
My first thought is that it’s from the L&. Kije Suite, but | den't think thalt
right. And I'm sure you're not pulling a fast one and pretending it's from "I
Lombardi™' (Are you going to see that? 1 certainly am')

Oh, 1 know vhere it"'s from....P r t 1

Do I get my free issues now?

BM: Perhaps the last few i1ssues have been pretty good |f you're
sufficiently enthused to read three in a weekend and then drive all the
way out to North Burnaby wilth that letter! Let me get this topic out of
the way before I respond to the rest of your letter. If T can keep up
the pace I"ve set wlth the three lssues I dropped on your balcony last
Friday, untll the 1987 Runestone FPoll perlod cCcomes around, I will
expect--though I'm not gonna shout to the world, "HEY WORLD! IF I DOM'T
WIN IT THIS YEAR, I'M GOING TO BE PHAUGHCKING DISAPPOINTED"--to do as
well or beatter than fl1fth (unless some Gary Coughlan and Conrad wvon
Metzke clones appear between now and then). But the simple fact Is that
the serles of XL"s 2llglible for the 1986 Runestone Poll were so erratic,
both in GMing and In schedullng, that I should have been lower than I
was, at least by my method of voting. Five of the ten polints I have to
give to a zilne are my oplnlon of how mach o©of the edltor's publishing
objective the zine |s meeting. Based on that, I couldn't see XL getting
more tham a 2 at the most out of 5, with all the problems [*ve had.

How, BRUX: why Is #13 so unguestionably the best--or ls #l1l4 and now
#l5 better? For example, why's #13 better thanm #l2--ls Lt one acrtlicle,
or a combimatlionm of everything, what? You yourself clalmed that
lateness doesn't count when evaluating the worth of an lssue, though not
gqulite in those words. I think that the best thimng I've writtemn In these
pages is unguestionably Hascullne Attribute ln #9; after thimnking a bit
1 would give the other medals to - in the
weak-ribboned #ll, then perhaps Hgrals Teask. What about some Efeedback
on this? WwWhat are your favorlte all-time X[ articles?

Another idea? How about a poll to declde what the best single
issue of any zlne ls=. Every zine could perhaps nominate 3-5% good
lssues, and see whlch slngle edlitlon of whlich zZlne Is the most
preferred. Might be interesting. WwWhat's the beat ever XL7 oK, how
about after 19, say the best XL, eligible for next year's Runestone.

#1377 ©Or are there some better ones to come, perhaps?

Back to Patricla's letter. On page 2 of XL from now on should be
an estimated date for the next 1ssue to hit the mails. Patricla, If you
haven't got yours within three days of that, 1 deserve the worst: but I
still think that your covers are worth ten places in the Runestone Poll,
so ['"11l do my best to keep you happy and get 'em to you as soon as
posslible. .
I can remeober only two eplsodes in which Spock falls In love, but
countless ones In which Kirk does. I guess this is a good Indicatlon of
how anclent Ztar Tiek Is, because I don't think you'd ever see the same
love theme played for two dlEferent characters In a TV sshow today. TE
not more, McCoy and Scotty at least have heard that tune as well, as I
recall.
My gut reaction ls that sign language Is not, repeat not, a
language . (Well, not qulte, anyhow.) I think a person who learned his
SL here would have trouble communlcatling with somesone who learned hls SL
in Germany, because of the massive and confusling dlfferences In syntax.
f:er heard German literally translated? It can to understand very dif-
cult be,

ls rlight (by Modeste Mussorgsky, by the way),
and you and Ron Brown will =ach get one fres [ssus. But [

of Elev (the climactlic last segment of the plece) lsn't quite right.
The theme guoted Is guoted as It appears at the start of the plece. It
does make an appearance in the final moments, but it does so0 in strict
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4/4 tlime.
The other musical excerpts In #l4 were as follows: also on page 18
ls Dave Brubeck's Blae Rondo a la Tuark, which Charles Arsenault got £or
two free. Another Brubeck plece, Unsquare Pance is the rather poorly
reproduced snippet on page 22. (Gotta stop dolng these In pencil...)
On the back cover 1as a bilt cllipped out of the coda of Tchalkowsky's 6th
symphony, second movement. The theme linklng them all was the unusual
time signatures: 11/4, 9/8, 7/4, and 5/4. The 9/8 is unusual because it
is subdivided 2-2-2-3 ilnstead of the more normal triplet waltz, 3-3-3,
as in The Impossible Dream-
Almost forgot: opera. I'm afrald I'm not golng to see I Losbardi,
the opera performed by Mllan's La Scala company as part of the Expo '886
World Festlival. There are the usual reasons:!: too expenslve, too much an
attraction of the musical snobs who feel that it is an <svert (and who
also tend to feel that good music ended with the death of Johann
Strauss), at which I would feel inadegquate and uncomfortable. But there
are also other reasons. They come all the way to Expo to do an opera
nobody's saver heard of? Why couldn't they do somethling less arcane: I'm
not demanding Madame Batterfly or Carmern, for God's sake, but I bet
they'd have been sold out before Expo opened Lf they'd done nearcly
anything even slightly more popular. And then there 1Is the strong
H=Bruclian bellef that %90% o¢of musical drama, be it grand opera or
Broadway musical, is one or the other but not both. I have laughing
memor les of Otello singlng for Elfteen minutes wlith a knlfe through hls
heart. Just from readlng the Max Wyman plece In the FProwvince about the
plot of I Losbardi, I knew that, had I forked out my money to see Iit,
I'd be too critical of the ldlocy of the plot to enjoy the music. (1
mean, really. A man returns from the Crusades Intent on killing hls
brother, but kills the wrong guy because he doesn't recognize him??77 I
can purchase a Monty Python recording for half the price L [ want
equivalent plot sophistication.)

Well, Aas usual I*'ve sald rather too much, and been overcritical.
Most likely the blg negatlive reactlon ls that I dealt with these opera
goers at the gas statiom, where they left thelr cars to break down, and
decided that sitting beslde one of them might force me to retch rather
often. It's amazing that there are people in the world who have such
dulled olEactory senses that they can be that cffensive.

WAYNE WITTALL: For your information, Bruce; Port Alberni is less than 100 miles
from you in Burnaby, right on Vancouver Island just northuwest of Nanaimo. It is a
community of about 20,000. WHe are the Salmon Capital of the world, the Forestry
Capital of Canada 1986, and the [WA radical capital of B.C. [ am a 1little surprised
that a seemingly knowledgeable person such as yourself could be so ignoramt of local
gepography. 1 hope that this will correct that short-coming and that the information
may be of some interest in the future.

BH: You may conslder me sultably ashamed, Wayne, because In fact I
don't aven knnow for sure where on the is)Jand Hanaimo isl I d4id know
vaguely that Pt. Albernl was on the Island (by "the island,
Vancouver ltes generally mean Vancouver Island, the large island
northwest of Washington State, despite the fact that there are many many
Island=s that are part of the province), but was unsure where. But then
my knowledge of local geography 1s absolutely terrible. However, I do
have the entire Diplomacy map marked down In my head, on Ilnstant recall
at any time. MHaybe that's what taking up all the memory.

CHARLES ARSEMAIALT: I have something for you if you're interested. I wrote a
program this sumser in BASIC that can act like a GHM. You put the orders in the
computer and it prints out the results with the adjustments and optionally the
supplies charts. It takes a 64K computer. If you are interested, you have to send me
the syntax of the C-64 Basic becuase | wrote it on a HP (over 2000 limes)'! You could
have it for testing (even if I already did) and make publicity in XL for it. I know
that Avalon Hill already put on the market this kind of program but it will be wvery
hard to find and very expensive. Mine is simple to use; ang has error handling
facilities. 1"1] send you the characteristics soon.
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BM: What a generous offer; thanks wvery much, Charles! I'm afrald I
have some slight misgivings. Flrst potential problem: the Commodore 64
ils not egquipped wilth =2nough memory to handle 64K of BASIC. The total
machine memory is 64K; of thils (where's my book?), well, somewhat less.
I worked on something called an HP 2000 In high school which was where I
learned my BASIC. 1f Hewlett-Packard hasn't slignificantly changed thelr
BASIC In seven years, I'd probably be better egquipped to do the
tramslation, especially since Commodore BASIC Is a bitch teo learn. IE,
as I suspect, some of those 2000 lines could be combined, 1t might ElLt
Inside a C-64.

But, there's the problem of depending too much on the program when
['ve not enough time to check the computer's results. Nothlng agalnst
you or your program, it's just that I haven't learned the fundamentals
of GHIng yet, and I feel I ought to before I let a computer take owver,
so If the machine breaks down I'"ve something adeguate to fall back on.

I liked your phrasing, Charles: "agt llke a GH.™ Sounds like what
I do...

ROSIE ROBERTS: The Times had a little paragraph the other day:

*1 have a recipe for a wonder ful new cocktail-—called the Maradona Special. You
take one part Evian, one part FPerrier, ice and lemon. You drimk it, and pretend to
fall down drunk.”

PETE GAUGHAM: [ think Maradona has more competition than most folks think--but he
ig among the top 3 or 4 because you must define your gameplan entirely around his

* skills...which include class A, numbeér—1-posible ball "handling®. His dribble through
the Germans in the 10th minute of the final was a classic.

BM: Strange...Il can't remember that at all, theugh 1 watched the
whole game, of course. Probably 1t was blocked In my mind by the
obstinacy of my negative views towards him.

I think there's a feellng that rises Iln the hearts of soccer people
when the World Cup Final comes around that we must pick one player to
remember this year's tournament by, for example; Pele through most of
the Brazlltam wins of the '60s, and Paoclo Reossi In "82; now Maradona.
That's fine; what I object to ls the clrculatlon of "expert oplnion"®
that claims him suddenly to be head and shoulders above the rest, 1llke
Wayne Gretzky in hockey. He may have blinded the referees thls time,
but I predict that im 1990 Iin Italy, he'll be another mlinor player,
desplte belng age-wise In what should be his prime, ypless he learns to
play good soccer without the dependance on bending the rules. Officials
are not golng to forget how Diego made them look the Efools In the
England game. It may turn out to be gulte a shock for Maradona fans,
but my money's on Brazil's Jocimar to be the emerging young South
Amer lcan star, based on performance in HMexlico.

% rr_‘;r'i__‘_: __7;___:1__— ALBINON! continved

Errors dept: The French F Tun, and the Italian F Hap were not
circled omn the map and thus appeared as armies last time. M“Bruce Inc.
(GM Lazinaess Dept.) would llke to remind you that this type of mistakes
could be avoided 1f you guys would just put fleets in the water where
they belong, but 1f lt's not strategically sound, don't worry about
: §, ~ERERE.

Manich—Landon: Welches wetter hat man Iin Moskow?
Hunich-Constantinople: GEB'S AUF!

Hunjch-Paris: Operatlion "Grand-Vizlz"™ en marche.

Masestro's retreat for next time: TUR: F Ion £ (Aeg, EMa, OTB)
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Following in the ssashing North Americam success ol Alam Parr®s Umited is this new postal game that turns peosple into
sailbor-vatching Casey Stengels. Watch ouwb: it"s...

M M cc BB RRR U U CCC EEEE BBB AN L L
HN WM ¢ BPRRUODUC E BB A AL L
MHAN cc BBR RRR U U C EEE BER AMWM L L
H N BB RR U WUWC E BB A AL L
LI Bd@ R R U CCC EEEE BB@ A A LLLL LLLL

e aEEEE EEEEE FE NI EYEIE I AT EEETIEE S

RILES:

[h.00]1 L

[1.01) Plagers. Each player has the lollowing characteristics: Age, position(s), batting/throwing side, and tvo
ratings from zere to mime, ome offensive, the okher delensive. Teans may carry 23 players on their active roster, and may
control up Lo 10 players im the minor leagues. No players over the age of 25 may be seat to the mimors.

(1.02) Age. A player’s age affects his offensive and defemsive ratings when they are adjusted between seasons, and
also limits the nusber of games he cam play per session after he turns 30. Each player's birthday, for the purposes of
the game, |5 considered to be directly following the adjustnent of ratings. Ratings are adjusted twice directly followving
4 seasom using chart 3. [f a player's rating goes over 9, it stays at 9. [1f either rating sinks below zrero, no watber
vhat the other rating may be, the player sust be retired irom the game.

[1.03) Pesition. There are eleven positions, the eight mnormal fielding positions (catcher, first base, second
base, shortstop, third base, left field; cenker field, and right field), and the pitcher position, which is divided into
three Eypes: starters, long relief, and short relief. By playing enough gases at a reduced defensive rate at 2 differeat
position, a player cam acquire another position. See [3.06] for details.

01,041 Battisg/Thromisg Side. The signilicance of vhether a batter/pitcher bats/throws left-handed or right-handed
is discussed in [5.05]

[1.03] 0ffensive rativgs. These range lrom O (worst) to 9 (best). Each tiee a player's lineup spot is rolled in
Chart 1; he is said to have been dominant for his team during that game, and his offensive rating is added to the tean's
total offense for the game. A1 pitchers have zero as an offemsive rating throughout their careers. Mote that a pllayer
can be wore domimant if his lineup spot is rolled wore than once during the game.

[1.061 Pefersive ratings. These are in the same range as Dffemsive ratimgs. When a player's lineup position is
rolled in Chart 1, his rating is deducted from the other tean’s Total Offease for that game.

[1.071 Ratings hidden. Before the stark of each seasom, the 6N shall publish the MSBruceball Abstrack. This is
the only clue a player will get as ko the exack rakings of his players. The Mhstract will comtain 2 rankinge! all the
first string players at amy ome position, amd an amalysis of bench stresgths, and other stats. DBeyond the Mbstract,
sanagers will have to learn their bean's stresgihs and weakmesses by linewp sanipulation.

12.001 img |

02,011 leitial draft. The first edition of the MBruceball Abstract will feature the players available in the
opening draft. Once the Abskrack is out, sanagers will submit preferemce lists for eight rouds each deadline wnkil 24
players are drafted to each team.

[2.021 Filling oat Teams. Once tach team has 24 players, eleven more must be signed as free agents. The 6N
decides their ratings on Chart 1, but the manager decides all other characteristics, with the Tollowing limitations: Age:
the average age of these eleven p'Zyers sust be exactly 22, amd none may be over 25. Position: no free agenks may be
doubly qualified. Bakting/Throwing §ider ome of the eleven may be a switch-hitter, and two others may be left-handed.
For each lelt-handed pitcher, there sust be al least two right handed pitchers.

(2.03) Fapes. When all teams have 13 players, each player must be given & name by the mamager. Mo names wmay be
longer than 20 characters total. As well, each team sust have a name as well.

(3.90] League Contimuily

[3:01] Replacing Betirisg Plapers. When & player retires, he is replaced by a I7-year old with the sane
batting/throving side, but the manager may decide vhat position he plays. [ the retired player is a switeh-hitting
non-pitcher, the rookie may mot be a pitcher,

[3.02)1 Baiwer Praft. At the end of esch season, each mamager submits a waiver list, consisting of 20 players om
the major league roster, and T on the minor league roster. The resaining eight players are eligible for selection in the
vaiver draft, conducted in the off season. The order of picks is the reverse order of the Tinal standimgs.

[3.03) Trades. The trading deadlime starts at the beginming of the sevemth session of play during each seaason,
and ends with the conclusion of the Morld Series. At any other time, teams may trade players. Trades may mot alter Ghe
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nusher of players on a roster) all trades sust involve r nusber of players going to one team, and 1 nusber of players
going to the other. A player ktraded during the season may undergo a slight chamge in ratings, with an equal chance of
going up or down. Draft picks may be traded, and need nolt be equal r-for-r deals as player deals wusk. Fubure
considerations say mot be braded.

[4.00] The Gane

[4.01) Sessions. A season is divided into 9 sessions of approvimately 18 games por teaw. The tenth session
imcludes the playoffs and the Borld Series. Each session covers thres weeks of real time, and sin series”. A series wmay
be 2, 3, or 4 games against a single opponent, depending on the scheduling.

(4.021 Liveaps. Each session, a sanager sust subsit lirewps for all his games in that session. He may submit one
limewp, or way submit many limeups conditiomal upom anybhing Ethat has happemed before his linewp needs ko be produced; for
example, the identity of the opposing pilcher.

(4.03] Pitching Rotations, Al] three types of pitchers mast be rotated. The rotation wust include at least 4
starters, 2 long relievers, and 3 short relievers. The top pilcher from sach category moves ko the bottom for Gthe neat
game.

[4.04) Liweap Fecessities. Along with nine starters (the pitchers to be determined fiom the rotation) and Lheir
positions im the batbing order, a limeup wast also include three pinch hithers, two substitube infielders, and &
substitute outfielders. Pinch hitters may dowble as substitubes. To be a legitimake substitute oublielder, a player sust
be qualified at one of the outfield pesitioms, cabcher, or lirst base. To be 4 legitimate substituke imfielder, a player
wust be gqualified at ome of the infield positions, but cakcher or first base do mot coust as “infield positioms®.

[4.03] Ramager”s Points. Managers may direck their teans to swing for the lesces or play comservatively, by the
use of manager’s points. Visiting mamagers have 10 poimts to split betwesn offease and defease, home mamigers have |11,
Neither alfense nor defense say b given mors tham seven points.

[4.06] Teaw Offense. For each manager's point allocated to of fense, & domimant player is chosen from Chart 1. The
total af the oflensive ratings of these players (some player's ratings may be used more than once), plus 45, plus Lthe
platooning score, is the Total Of femse.

[4.07] Platooning Score. The total offense is affecked by the platooning score, which wsabtches up baktters with
opposing pitchers as explained in [5.05). Gemerally, the offense will receive benefiks for having sany batbers in Eheir
linewp that are left-handed il the opposing pitcher is right-handed, and vice versa. Swilch-hitlers bat vhichever vay is
to their teaws best advantage.

[4.08] Teaw Pefense. Dominant defensive players are chosen wsing Chart | similar to the wsethod uwsed Lo decide
doninant of fensive players. MHowewer, for the defense, a prelininary roll decides vhether the dominant player is a pitcher
or a fielder.

[4.09) Peterwiving the Score. The nusber of runs scored in the first nine imnings of a game is Toktal Difense winus
opponent’s Total Defemse, divided by tem and rounded down, [T eikther tean"s score is lower than rern, encugh is added to
both teams egually to sake the lower score zers exactiy.

(4.10] Ties. Any game that is tied is decided on Chark 2, using the yaroynded scores as a reference. (Thus a tean
that gets mime-tenths of a rum chopped will be a great favorite im the exbra inmings.) When a vinmer is decided, a roll
is made on the wins by chart to see houw sany rums to add to the wvinner's final score.

[5.00) Dice and Charks

[5.01]1 The Dice. Thres six-sided dice are used with the dosinant player charts, with the following values:
Ar 10, 0, 20, 30, 30, 30
oo 0 1 2, 3 4
Ct o 1, 2, 3, & 5
Only dies B and © are wsed with the other charts requiring dice.

[5.02] Chart !: Powinaat Plagers. This chart 5 ased to total the ratings of dominint offensive and delfensive
players, for total Offense and total Defemse, For defensive players, a prelimimary roll of 10-14 chooses a Fielder; any
other prelinminary rell chooses a pitcher as the domimant player. The abbreviations used in the chark are as follows.

1-9: Posikion in original bakkimg order
IFy_at Ist; 2nd substitute infielders
OF y: subskibute outfielder
PHy-a: Ist, 2md, 3rd pinch-hitters
SP: Starting Pitcher
LR: Long relief Pitcher

RPy-mt Short Reliel Pitcher (Up to three
from the top of Rhe rotakion may

be used in a single game.)

C: Catcher
10,28,38: First, second, Rthird basesas
55: Shortstop

LF,CF,RF: Lelt, center, right fielders
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(5.031 Chart 2: Extra Tewings. This chart, explained in [4.101, uses the (olloving abbreviations:

Hy HWome team vins Vi Wisiting team vins
Fi Favorite (beam scoring 0.1 to 0.9 sore runs) wins
Uy Underdog wins [hyphenl: mext inning

[5.04]1 Chart 3z Effect af Mging o» Ratings. The ages listed on the chart refer to the age the player is about 1o
becone. A plus sign adds ome to & ratimg, & mines sign subtracts ome from & ratimg. A player traded durimg the season
gets two rolls for each rating om the *79° charl,

[3.035]) Chart #1 Flatoow Chart. This chart shows the specilic matchups between baktters and piktchers for platoon
advantages, and the effects on the Team Offemse. For example, the third batter matches wp agaimst the starting pitcher,
and the third pinch hitter against the second short reliever.

(5.06] Chart 5: Rakiegs Loss For Plaping Ok OF Posilion. This chart shows how such gets taken off a player’s
defensive rating il he plays a position to which e is enaccustomed. Multiply this aumbeér by the Playing Difficulty to
find out how many games a player sust play (al a reduced defensive rate) to becose asccustosed Lo fthat position. Then
sultiply this nusber by 1.5 to Tind cut hovw sany games a player must miss if he goes Lo the mimors (perhaps destroying a
young player's confidence) to learn the position. For example, a IB must play 60 games at 3B with 3 off his defensive
rating to become qualified at 3B, Or he may go to the winors, wiss 90 major-league games, and return qualified to play
that position. Howewer, any mimor-leaguer qualified for the position imsediately loses two off his rating for heing
beached.

A hyphen seans that & position say never be played by that player. DOaly catchers say ever catch; oaly pitchers say
ewver pitch,

If a player plays a position with a megative rating, the pesalties are severe. First off, there is the obvious
danger of being a dominant lorce in defence--ind helping the opposition by doing so. Ia addition, the pesalty to the Tean
Defensefor playing with & negative deflensive rating is the rating squared, ihen sultiplied by megative three. Thes a CF
with a defensive rating of 3 that plays 30 plays at -2, and costs his tean's Delense 12 points, plus two for each time he
is chosen as a domimamt defensive player.

[5.071 Chart 6¢ Warisaw Bawes per Session. A player may play oaly as many games in one session, according to his
age, as this chart says. If a player is scheduled to play more games than he can, he loses two from both ratimgs for the
first extra game, and one Irom the delensive rating for each further extra game. Penalties as discussed in [5.06]1 still
apply-

[6.00]

[6.011 The Schedale. The 6N shall sake a schedulej the players decide the details. At the beginning of the
season, the schedule of series’ only is published, alomg with the total nusher of games to be played between each pair of
teams. The hose Lean managers decide how to split up these games throughout the season.

Exangle: Team A plays a series againat Teanm B at home three tines during the season, for a total of nine games. [t
is up to Tean A"s mamager as to whebher these nime games will be split 3-3-3, &3-2; 4-2-3; 3-2-4; 3-4-2, 2-3-4, or 2-4-1
among the three series. He sust decide this at least one sessiom in advance, so that the exact schedule for session 1+l
say be printed with the results for session r.

(7.001

[7.01] Standings Order. In the evest of a tie in the standings, the teams imvelwed will play a2 round-robin at a
neutral park to decide the winner(s), provided that such a playelf is meccessary to determime post seisom malchups. Bolh
teans will wse Lem samager poimts. These plapoifs will be part of session ben.

[7.02) Plagelfs, and the Borid Series. Fouwr teams will make the playolfs, vhich are best-of-7. The winmers will
go on to the World Series, another best-of-7. In each best-of-7 series, the higher tean in the standings will play at
heme in games 1, 2, 6, and T.

[8.001 Postal Adwinistration

(8.00) Peadlines. Deadlimes will be set three weeks apart during the season, and will be individually announced in
IL during the ofl-season. WNo phoned orders will be accepted.

[B.02) WERr. An MMRing team will use the Probable Lineaps and Rotations listed im the WBruceball Abstract, 4nd a
stamd=by will be called, il any are available.

The actual charts to be ased in the gase follow.

11111 1100 22222 d 2 2 2

2 1 23 4 36789 o1 234 6§74

OFFENSE IFoPH,OF PH,PH, PH,PHoPHy 6 PH; 8 3 4 1 1 5 5 2 1

{15-39) PITCHING 5P SP RFRP,RF, LR 5P SP SF SP SP SP SP SP LR RP, SP SPRP,
(10-14) FIELDING 20 IR RF 1B 1P RF RF RF RF RF 5SS 18 S5 58 LF CFIF,DF
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1. Extra lemings 3. Effect afl Aging On Ratings 4. Platooa Chart
Diflerence Nent Effecks
in TOM, 01234 567819 Me 01234 S6T789 kter Pikcher Sa ifr.
L] H¥W -V~ H--H-=- 18 DODODD &4 4+0 1-3 5P ] +2
A ne-"0- F=-F-- 1" 00000 *++0¢ 4-9 s -1 el
o2 RG-0- FF~-~-- 0 00000 «ss0D PHy -2 RP; -1 H
h: Hu-u FF--F 21 00000 #404+0 PHy P, -1 !
A HU -1 FF=F = 21 00000 #4+00¢% IFe-a LR 0 1
-3 HB-8- FFF -~ 23 0000 «+000 OF » LE L} |
.6 HRU-9- FFF~-F M 00000 4000
.7 HUO-U- FFFF- 5 00000 +00+«0 E. Marioun Mo. of
B HU =1 FFFFF 26 00000 @4 - Games per Session
o3 HUFU- FFF-- 7 oo0o000 +00-0
Wins By $T132 L1t MW 00000 0+ -0+ Age Max Bames
% 00000 D -4+09 18-29 Mo limit
5. Ratings lows for Playing Dut O Position N a0000 0-40- 30 17
3 0000 -00+0 n 1€
S AR SR C IB7H 38 SS LF CF RF 2 00000 0--0¢ 2 1
Skarter 0 25 - 316 7TT 35 3 4 37 o0000 -00-0 13 4
Long Rel. 302 -3 67T T3 3 4 k"] gooo00 -90-09 M 13
Short Rel. B 4 0 - 3 &6 7 7 5 5 4 I3 00000 --000 I3 12
Catcher - - =0 2 4 95 4 2 12 % 00000 0o - 16 n
ist Base - = = =9 3 33 222 37 oo0000 --0-0 £} 9
Ind Base - = = -19% 21 3 %313 M 60000 ---00 n 9
Jrd Base - ==~ =11 01313373 I 0000 ---0- ” B
Shortstop - === 1120 3733 4 00000 ----8 40 T
Left Field - - - - 2 4 5 4 0 1 1 44 20000 ===~ i1 1]
Cer. Field - - - = 2 4 5 4 | 0 1 1 ~-0000 ---~-0 42 5
Right Flid. - - - = 22 4 35 4010 43+ -0000 ----- 43+ 4
PLAY NG

DIFFICILTY 2 2 2 - 10 20 20 20 15 15 12

Let's hear from you Lf you're intereasted, hopefully by next time, with
suggestlons and/or ildeas. I won't be charging a gamefes for the flrat
season, and ldeally would llke to have twelve teams participating. I
don't see too much Alfficulty In writing a program to adjudicate the
results, giwven that I'm covering much the same technical groumd with the
hockey pool program I'm wrlting now, and the fact that I don't expect
this to start until next April, though by then the teams will be
drafted.

One rule change 1I'm nearly certaln I'11l make 1s that the
preliminary roll for defensive dominant players will change te a cange
of 10-17 to select a fielder. This gives the defense about 15.3% of the
defensive load, as opposed te just 9.3% on a range of 10-14. Since 12%
of runs are unearned, I think this ls more reasonable, and takes Into
account plays by the defense over and above average as well.

As for player ratings, I did a computer study of Chart 3, using a
100D player base, and was gulte pleased with the results: an average
retirement age of 33, players well spread out through the spectrum of
ratlings by age 25, and the roocklie development is qulte realistic: s ome
do, some don't.

Some questions for you: Is the gams too complicated compared to
Upnlted, 1f you play Upnlted? Is Lt too luck orlented? Are the
conditlonals llkely to be massive for 18 lineups? ©On a more speclflc
line, is it too radlcal for players not to know the exact ratings of
thelr players? (My corollary: ismn't 1t unrealistic to know the eaxact
ratings of players?) Is the long rellever/short rellever system
reasonable? What about Chart 5: are there problems there? Is there a
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A SHPLE GNE
VISITORS HOME
| LITT Pos. OfI Del Bats
What 2 I 4 B 1 Saith 5SS T & L
I dunna » 6 3 L 1 Sayth m T 4 8
Where BF 5 T R 3 Smythe C i3 L
Who i 8 3 ® 4 Schamidt F 8 5 ®
Tosmorrow €t “F 3 L 3 Smit F 3 T R
Why F 31 2 0 6 Schuit m 4 3 R
Sue Who &F 2 7 R 7 Schayt CF 4 4 R
Darmit s 1 3 0 a S¢hmead i 3 2 U
Today P o & R 3 Scheeedt F @ 7T R
Which 1T -t PHI Smi the ] R
Mo § = 1 PH2 Schmite E - R
e § = 4 3 Schayt 4 - R
Uhatever 2 T " IF1 Scheood 3 5 R
When i 3 1 IF2 Scheet 4« 31 R
How E 6 L oF1 Scheed 2 I ®
Today 0 & 5P Schmeedt 6 T R
Testerday ¢ 3 L LR Skimth 0 4 R
The day before o 7 R SRl Skricath L - T
Nexk week o 4 R 5®2 Ski tha ® 31 R
Next year ® T L SR3 Skzcyzkith 0 I R
Hanager's Points 3 7 Nanager's Points 6 5§
Rollls) Dominant Player Rating Roll(s) Dominant Player Rating
HONE DFFENSE n 4-Schai dt B8 VIS. DEFENSE 33-33 RP1-The Day Before 7
(8} an 9-Echuendt 0 m 16=27  SP-Today &
u B-5chaerd 3 17-21  SP-Today B
un 3-Saythe [ 30-79 SP-Today &
i S5-Smik 5 32-1 SP-Today 3
16 PH2-Scaite & W0-12 EPI-Next year 2
M-13 SP-Today b
HOME DEFEMSE 17-25 RPI-Skricakh 5
£ 3%-33  RP1-Skricath 5 VIS. OFFENSE 1 PH2-How B
14-34  C-Saythe 3 (&) n T-Sue Who 2
2%6-23  SP-Schmesdt 7 15 PHI-Which T
33-25  RP1-Skricath 5

Platoon Scorss: Visitors +1, Hoss #2.

HOME  VISITORS
Team Difense 28 13 EITRA [IMNINGS (readimg of f .4 chart)
+ 45 45 43 Roll Result
Flatoom Score 1 2 2 Mo result in 10th
~Opp. Defemse -39 -3 I  Home team (umderdog) wims im 11th
= @ by 4 runs.
TOTAL afker 5 M 7
Score in Runs 3 3
F

chance that a team will dominate unreasonably because of a high platoon
score (the maximum iIs egual te 1.7 runs/game, agalnst a minimum of -0.9
runs/game )? Does the I1dea of a MBruceball Abstract create Cthe
possiblility of the GHM lnterfering with the game too much? Let's hear
some views on this before we get started.
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ALBINONI

FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION FALLS
Peace 1alks begin with 7 proposals

ALBINONI 1985AA after Spring 1905 ALBINONI Dramatis Personae

: ~ J .
> @ s d@} GM: Bruce McIntyre, 6191 Winch
it ’i AP & 8t., Burnaby B.C., V5B 2L4
i A ]
b i e Gl /| ENG:B111 Shirley, 618 Main

P % f“-? E(‘-’ g B St., Yarmouth N8, B5A 1J9

! 211 \ _4%%{ GER:Charles Arsenault, Voie Du

!J/( - ‘ Ccar D'Or 2/102, 1348 Lou-

F g j P § vain-La-Neuve, BELGIUM
" I.-- e

L9

. ., <iT " TUR:Hellinda Holley, P.O. Box
°__.o-':---.r-q--.__:r__'“"'-—— -\:\Ja"“' T 2193’ Hunt 1ﬂqtﬂn W_, USA

25727

AUVS :Derek Daplels, 719 E. ith

47401

fT4:Bob Acheson, c/o Echo Bay
Mines, Lupin NWT , Canada

-T] xoe 1m0

. wm T | FRA:Ron Krukowski, 5339 W.Ed-
® =k “F—- dy, Chicago IL, USA 60641

Autumn 1904 Retreat: A2U5: A Trl r Ser

Winter 1904 Adjustments:

ENG: +A EBd1 GER: +A Mun
TUR: +A Con, +A Ank
AUs: -F Alb FRA: +A HMar

NEXT DEADLINE (Summer/ Fall 05) is Tuesday, October 21, 1986--one day
earllier if phoned in. Pleassa note the proviso for this season only,

explained in DipGab-

ENGLAND F Bar C A Edi-5tP, A& Lva 5 A Edi-StP, F Swe-Fin, F Ska H,
F Nrg T A Edi-StF, A Edi-StP

GERMANY A Mar S £-3 A Lva-Mos (nao such order), A Sil S A War, F Den—Bal,
A Pru 5 A War, A Gal-Ukr, A Hol-Kie, A Mun S Fre A Tyr

TURKEY F_GBre—-Alb, A Mos H, A Ukr £ A Mos, F Rum—Bla, F_Apu—Ven,
F lonk=Adr, A Con-Bul, A aAnk-—Arm

AUSTRIA A Bud 5 A Vie-Tri, A Vie-Tri, A Ser § A Vie-Tri

ITaLy F Adr T A Yen-Alb, A Ven—-alb, F Nap S Fre F TyS-Ion
FRANCE F TyS—lon, A Trit—-Vie (BOOM* ), A Tyr S A Tri—Vie, A Pie=Ven,

F Tum § F TyS—Ion, F WHe-TyS, A MHar—-Fie

PRESS :

GM: We have some endgame proposals to vote on for next time:
1) T/F/G/E 4-way draw.

2) T/F/G 3I-way draw

i) F/G/E 3-way draw

Yeah, surrre. ...
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BEETHOVEN

WHO OWNS WHAT?
Lers stop and find our....

BEETHOVEN 1985AB lEtQI Spring 1905
9 Ll BEETHOVEN Dramatis Personae

GM: Bruce McIntyre, 6191 Winch
St., Burmaby BC, V3B 2L4

ENE:Mltch Wageler, 3623 School
Ave, Vancouver BC, Canada
W5R SN6

GER:Mlke Barno, 2811 Robins
St., Endwell NY, USA 13760

TUR:Alan Stewart, 702-25 St.
Mary St., Toronto ON, MAY 1R2Z

AUS :Robert Acheson, Box 4622,
Station SE, Edmonton AB,
Canada T6E 2A0 [COA]

JITA:Mellnda Holley, P.O. Box

2793, Huntington WV, Ush

; 25727
.4 FRA:3teve Cooley, 3551 Casamia

Ave, Palmsdale CA, USA 93550

| Qutumn JIP04 retregts: ENG: f Wal (yes, it was a fleet after
all) annlhllated.

Winter 1204 adjustments:

EMG: +F Lon, P Bdi AUS: mo bulld possible
GER: =A Gal IiTA: =-F Adr
TUR: +A Smy FRA: -F HMAO

HEXT DEADLINE (Winter 04-8pring 05) iIs Tuesday, October 21, 1986--one
day earller 1f phoned Iln. Please note proviso for this season only,

explained in DlpGab

BEETHOVEN 1985AB Pre-Soring 1305 Positlon

ENGLAND Has A StP, F Nth, A Lpl, F Den, F Nrg, F Lon, F EdI
GERMANY Has A Hol, A Sil, A Ber, A Lva

TURKEY Has A Rum, A Ukr; A Mos; F Tun, F Aeg, F EMe; F Ion; A Smy
AUSTRIA Has A Bud, A Mun, A Vie, A Tri, F Alb

ITaLy Has A Tyr, A Nap, A Ven

FRANCE Has A Wal; F TyS; A Bel; F Cly, F IrS, F Eng

PRESS:
GM: More errors]! First off, the supply centre chart listed England as
owning Lpl in 1903, when In fact he didn't: he just recovered {t from
France this past season. Secondly, the English A Wal had gotten there
via a hasty retreat from the English Channel, leading me to believe that
they were hiding some boats somewhere. When agents of MBruce
discovered evidence of marine capablilitles among the officers of ¢this
so-called army, they reported It to me, and I blew the unit away,
because a) that's what would have happeaned anyhow, and b) they deserwved
it. Thirdly, due to a misreding of the conditional orders of Mlke
Barno, the German order A Gal-Ukr should have been
A Gal 8§ Tuar A Ukr-Rum. This mistake doean't affect the final raesult,
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SUPERBOURSE!

GCM MAKES LOCAL ENEMIES
SP sells our for 98¢ GgaIN

No 15

SUPERBOURSE! 198588 after Spring 1903 SUPERBOURSE! particlpants
Ef“ /F_ Ln 5 o .
4 ) F ]IEJ GM: Bruce HMcIntyre, 6191 Winch
g A , f{:#//P- St., Burnaby BC, VSB 2L4
£ -
F’ MB: Mike Barno, 2811 Robins
' 1& : | St., Endwell NY, USA 13760
L RL: Rob Lowes, RRES, Peter-
] bourough ON, Canada K9J 6X1
SP: Sean P. McGonigle, 44B
Kelvin Rd., Papakura, NEW
ZEALAND
SH: Simon Hatthews 432 M.
Dollarton Hwy, N. Vancouwver
BC, VTG 1Nl
CHM: Conrad Minshall, 3702
] Tarragona Lane, Austin TX,
USA 7BT27T
R8: Richard Sharp, 27 Elm
Close, Amersham Bucks, UK
HPF& 5DD
BW: Bruce Waddell, 4247
Winnifred, Burnaby BC,
v5J 285
HMW: HMitchell Wageler, Je23
School Ave., Vancouver BC,
Canada V5R 5MN6
GF: Grant Fraser, 5374
HMoreland Dr., Burnaby BC,
Canada VSGC 1Z8
ENGLAND 1F Lon—Eng, 6F Edi-—Nth, SF Bel S A Hol, 10F StF-Bar,

208 Nwy-8tFP, Z2Z05F Nth-MNwy, 7A Hol S F Bel

SERMANY 27A Bur—Par, SA War—Pru, SA Kie S Eng F Nth—Den (no sach aorder),

33A Bas-Spa
RUSSIA BA - y 1F Den—-Bal, 6A Ukr—Fum
TURKEY 7OF Aeg—lon, OF Bla S doubly ordered, 6A Bul -Ser, 0A VenkS
AUSTRIA 37A Bud-Rum, 1A Vie—Bud, 15A Rom—Nap, 1A Ser-Tri, 46A Tri-Ven
ITaLy 4F lonk-fAeg, OA Tus S, 2F Con H
FRANCE 1A Bre H, ZBA Spa%-Gas, 9A Par%—Bur, 15F Mar-GlLy

Summer 1903 Retreats:
Tur: A Venm r Rom ITA: F Ion r OTB (NRR)
FRA: A Spa r Por, A Par r Plc

Reminder: you can order retreats for units you do not use shares Gto
move. Desplte BW's NMR, I could have gotten retreats from any of the

other Italian shareholders, but none submitted any for F
Nobody seems to want thls game to go to 92 week deadllnes,
So, wa'll stay on 6-week deadlines, which means that:

NEXT DEADLINE (Fall/Autumn/Winter 03) is Tuesday,
day earller 1f phoned In. Howaver,
check DipGat for the number to call if you want to phone
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SUPERBOURSE Total Credlit: £159.80
cCurcent --—--- Current shares owned In----—- Total Total
Player Credlit Cash ENG GER RUS TUR AUS ITA FRA Shares Assets
GH 8R.69 0 o 0 [i] 0 0 (i ] 0 Ba .69

Sharp 24.00 1.04 30 92 44 166 18.85
McGonlgle &.00 .98 Li] 6.98
Lowes 10.00 1.59

3 19 3 27 52 6.23
Barno 6.80 .01 12 4 20 4 40 4.77
Hatthews 15.00 12.81 871 S 25 1 10 5 43 178 34.47
Hinshall a.00 2.92 4 1 19 1 4 28 57 6.T1
Wageler 40.00 30.79 12 418 11 2 26 99 43.10
Waddell 20.00 8.21 83 83 12.54
Fraser 10.00 6.70 15 10 25 9.10

Market Prlces 11 14 12 10 14 14 3

"Actual™ ValuesShare 7,74 2,52 5.22 1,47 2.94 5.22 5.84
(add ten cents/ share to all underlined values)

The rather unusual orders sectlon is largely a result of the NMRs of BW
and GF. There was a slight problem last time, polnted out by Innocent
bystander CHM: the end result ls that MB bought 8 shares of Austria from
MW last time at 13 cents, and the price per share of the other Austrlan
transactlons are lncreased by a cent. So transfer 8 shares of Austria
from MW to MB, while MW gets $1.04, and SP galns ten cents, while MW
pays six cents extra and MB pays four cents extra. Then we have the 5%
(rounded down) NMR penaltlies: BW loses 41, and GF loses nothlmg but
better get orders Iin next time or else he starts from scratch, as does
BEW. The Total Assets column is based on M Bruce's gulite 1likely Efaulty
analysls of how many centres a country will have at the end of this
gameyear, and ls therefore lnaccurate and should not be relled wupon.
Finally, the report last time listed a French £fleet In HMar holding:
oops, forgot to delete that Erom the word processor....

The Stock Exchange
TURKEY Offers: SP(10 at 12), RS(4 at 10), RS(82 at 20). Bids: HW(1l0 at
10), CHM(10 at 10), RS(14 at 12), SHM(1l0 at 10). PReasult: BS buws 10 fom

RUSSIA Offers: HW{ll at 12), CHM(1l0 at 12, 9 at 13), RL(4 at 9), RS(1 at
12, 25 at 25), SM(15 at 12). Bids: MW(84 at 10), CM(1l5 at 9), RS(69 at
11). Result: RS buvs 4 from RBRL at 10,

ENGLAND Offers: GHM(4 at 10), MW(l at 1), CHM(5 at 20, 4 at 25), SM(4 at
20). Bids: MW(102 at 21), CM(6 at 15), RL(S at 20), SM(16 at 20).

Besult: MW buvs S from CM and 4 from SM at 21. SHM buva 1 from MW at 11.
FRANCE Offers: CHM{(14 at 12, 14 at 13), SM(2 at 6). Blds: MB(10 at 10),
CH(10 at 9), RL{2 at 15), SM(20 at 8). Regult: RL buys 2 Lfrom SH af 11,
AUSTRIA Offers: MW(46 at 14), RS(2 at 14), RS(44 at 20). Bids: MW(5 at
14), MB{(4 at 14), CH(10 at 10), RBE(54 at 13), SHM{(1l0 at 14). Besult: _ESH

ITALY Offers: GM(4 at lﬂj, MB({4 at ldl,' RL{(3 at 13], BW( 4
l4--forced despite NHMR). Blds: CH(10 at 10), SH(1l0 at 8). Eesult: CHM

buvs 4 from GM at 10.
GERMANY Offers: MW(62 at 14), SP(5 at 13), CM(1 at 14). Bids: MW(38
10), HB{10 at 14), CH(10 at B8), RL(10 at 14), SH(10 at 10). PRBesult: HB

hn2l_1_i12lhEE_ind_E_l1_la::_ﬂEﬂ11:ﬂ_hni_nn1_:nnnﬂh_lnaffi__iznl__ﬂl__lh
EeffEF |
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GAUTRON TAKES THE HELM

DE3U33Y SPRING 04 CM: Mitchell Wageler, 3263 3School Ave.
Vancouver, 3C VS SN&

JJLJ (6on) u35-3299
‘a{ [E: Claude Cautron, 150 Sue Masson

Winnipeg, Man. R2ZH QHZ2

Gt Plerre Touchette, 1 Hue Georges,
] Masson, Pd JOX 2HO

F: Alan Stewart, 702-3%5 3t. Mary 35t.,
Toronto, Ont, MUY 1R2

o r T: Ron Krukowskl, 5339 W. Eddy,
B s S Chicago, IL, 60541

Bruce Waddell, L4247 Winnifred 3t.,
Burnaby, BC, V5J 235

Bill Shirley, 518 Haln 3t.,
Yarmouth, N,3. BSA 1J9

WP ot B

BUILDS: WINTER 073

my F Edil I: A Rom R: & Mos

HMOVES SFRINC O4
F: F BRE H, A BEL S5A BUR, A BUR S A BEL, A MAR - FIE, F TR - ROM, F NaAF - TUN
e F IRT - MAO, F ECH S F IRI - MAO, F NTH - DEN, F SWE S F NTH - DEN, A NOR - STF,
F EDI - NTH
GS: A BEF - 3IL, A MUN S A BEF - SIL, A HOL - KIE, F KIE - DEN
I: A TRI - ALB (BOOM), F ADR S A TRI - ALB, A VEN - TYHR, A ROM - VEN
T: &4 APU - VEN, F ALB - TRI, A SER 5 F ALB - TRI, F GRE - ALB, F ION - ADR, F AEG - ION

F: & MO3 - STP, A VIE S TA SER - TRI (NSO), A BUD S T A SER - TRI (N30), a 3IL - ErU,
4 3CH - MUN, A 3TFP - FIN, F SKA - NTH

CEEm g
=

T To

I: A THI OoTB
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Wheres the other games?

Yes, there are a few less game reports in X[ this time than usual. I"m
glad you noticed. The Fact Is, next time rates to be a reversal of this
trend. To explaln this, let me go through the games that don't appear
here one by one.

COPLAND 1s due In a week and a halé€E. Two consecutlve 7.5 week
deadlines (while the zlne proper runs on & week deadllines) will £fI1t it
right in with the projected nine-week deadlines.

ELGAR, the new Intecrnational, is due to start on the last day of
this month. I've preliminary orders in from everyone, which isn't =so
surprlsing consldering the rellabllity of the players.

FAURE has been held over. I have six out of seven sets; this
forces me to call a stand-by foxr Dennils Quine's ITALY. The stand-by Iis
Ron Krukowakil, 5339 W. Eddy, Chlicago IL, USA 60641. The new deadline is
Oct 21, but see DipGah for the gory detalls should you want to phone in
your orders.

GREGORY, named after the Pope (Gregory [) who orlglnated Western
music Iin the early seventh century by codlfying the existing Chants into
offlclal Church doctrine, will start as soon as we get Fflve more. 1
hope there'll be some Interest among the six or seven people thils issue
is going out to as a sample, but ['ve hoped that before to no awvalil, 50
quite frankly, thls may be awhlle.

That leaves Postal Clue: James Early has guessed that it's Steve
Dycus with the Rope In the Bllllard Room. Deapite the fact that Steve's
XL sub has run out, he's shown a card disproving this. Unfortunately,
it's well past my bedtime, and I'"ve got to print the whole zlne
tomorrow, so I'm afraid that's all you get.

I had a slight problem this time. Four people phoned early on this
week with orders, and I lost all of them! This Is the second reason why
the flyers dldn't appear thls time--apart from the fact that the bill
goes up when there 36 Instead of 28 pages. After three days of
intensive searching through day-eold plum sause and other Winch 8t.
refuse, I fFound them In my bank book. Since Mancy Is the one who
handles all my finances these days, you know who's ressponsilble.. ..

ALBINONI continuad

Hmmm. Rlight away It doesn't look as though the outcome is universally
decided. Thus, lf you don't cast a vote, the proposal will not pass; In
other words, no vote eguals NO. Remamber to rank the yesses by

pricrity; 1f you're happy with number 2 and number 3, tell me which one
you llke better 8o 1f they're both unanimous, I can compare popularlty
and figure which one iIs the most popular outcome.

Sudden welird thought: what does a 6M 4o |f one of the proposals
reads, "propose a 4-way E/T/I draw"? What 1f you don't catch the
problem, print Lt verbatim, and Lt passes??? As a matter of fact, I bet
Bruce Linsey's houserules don't even cover this onel 2
nCre on l) i 4

BEETHOVEN continued

but I phoned Alan at Mlke's reguest and told hilm that Cermany meant no
harm last time. And finally, more than half of the board has regquested
a separcatlon of seasons, and as this means that ALBINONI and BEETHOVEN
go back to alternating issues of X[ for Fall seasons, I'm delighted to
do so. (Actually, so many demanded the separation that I had no cholce,
but this sounds nicer.) So, bullds and the new position only appear
hete, and Spring 1905 ls due next time. However, there's a problem
there too, as I won't be home: see DipGab for details.
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HOUSEKEEPING

Lotsa things to get caught up on this month: make sure ['ve gotten you
OK, because ['ve probably screwed up somewhere. .

Steve Helnowskil, the new Boardman number Co-Ordinator, 12034 Pyle S. Am
Road, Oberlin OH, USA 44074

Les Casey, 33 Nestow Dr., Nepean ON, K2G 4E7

Kate Robison, 1140 N.W. 59th, Seattle WA, USA 98107

Bruce Geryk, 2751 Woodbine Dr., Pontlac MI, USA 4BDS4

Russ Rusnak, 900 N. Rohlwing RA. §333, Addison IL, USA 60101

Fred Chang, 822 N. Sycamore Ave, Los Angeles CA, USA %0038

Thomas Franke, Outenbergstrasse 58, D-4600 Dortmund, WEST CERMANY

Carlos Cortes, Rocafort 39-43, 08015, Barcelona, SPAIN

Bill Quinn, the retlring BNC: congratulations Bill on a flne rum in this
difflcult and time-consuming posliltion!

Kevin Brown

Michael J. Ditz

Steve Dycus

Scott Marley

Travl Laster,
contests.

pn-eXTendg D

Bill s“i:iey. and a few who have unﬁ 'isaués_ since for

Sub Warnipngs.: (NGNE, One, or Two lssues left In your sub after this
. c :

one.): JERRY FALKINER, CONRAD MINSHALL, | (to 14.5). Also,
1 happen to have my two novice publisher rivals, Steve Knight and Alan

atewart, In positlions wheres they must make the gut-twisting declislon: to
trade or not to trade, and, |If not, to pay up, or not to pay up....

§tand-bys for resgular DIiplomacy Are: Bob Acheson, Charles Arsenault,
Chris Carrier, Claude Gautron, Ron Krukowskl, Paul Hlilewski, Bill
Shirley, Alan Stewart, Plerre Touchette. Want In or out? Just askl
Stand-bys play for free--including thelr subscription. 1f you're called
here, you will recelve one free lssue of X[, tacked onto your sub Ffor
each season you played, includling holdovers, provlded you do not drop.
Could use a few more stand-bys.

: GREGORY: (9-week deadlines, as |International as possible):
Don Wagner, Charles Roburn. 5 needed.
: Anyone can enter at any Gtime, Tules straddled betwixt
XL#E-T.

2tand-bvs called: Unless I'm forgettling somethlng, there aren't any for
the games in this issue, though I'm going %to call Ron Krukowski for
Dennis Quine's [taly In the new PAURE game. See page 315 for detalls.

Address Changea: A few this time:

Malcolm Smith, Odvar Solbergswvel 206, 0973 OSLO %, NORWAY

Ron Brown of Canada, 44 Carmichael Court, Kanata ON, Canada K2K 1K2.
toh oh, I didn't even know where Nepean was until Ron told me: I wonder
where Kanata Is...)

Darek Caws, The 014 Kltchen, Bere Farm House, North Boarhunt nr Fareham,
Hants, UK PO17 6JL

James Early, M0/63 Jester Court Halls, Austin TX, USA T8705 (T can't
gqulite read the flrst bit, so don't hold me to this..)
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