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Hl again. Didja think I wouldn't be back? Well, you were almost right!
Nothing to do with money. Nan and I have a new arrangement whereby she
collects orders and puts them in the right place for me, and I Jjust get
the other mall. I'd Eforgotten about this parktlcular set of
instructlons, and with very few orders getting past Nan, I flgured there
was probably another week beafore the deadline. But all should be well,
as I realized what was golng on five full days before deadline Friday.
Hell, 1f I can't put together a 16 page lssue In flve days, what good am
I?

¥Yes, I notlced that the middle sheet last time was yellow. Se dld
Chrias Buck. After he'd done about 80 of the second sides. I should
have polnted 1t out [Hey! What other publisher keeps an eye on the
printer while he's mass-copying the =zine? Huh?], of course. We
compromised: I accepted the slight f£law in coloration; Chris charged me
as though they were white.

Sorry about the maps last time. They were gonna be so good, but
the reduction did them in. I had tested them out and found the second
generation reduction to be 0K, but unfortunately the =zine conslists of
3zd generatlion coples of 2nd generatlon reductlions of the 1lst generatlon
originals. One more generation killed the great pattern schemes I had.
This time I'm bilt mapping every unlt, and changing the patterns
slightly. The scheme should be self-explanatory, se I won'"t geo Inte
detall, but 1f thils doesn't work, I shall be very surprised.

Oh yes--I don't want to hear complaints about the addresses. Most
of the letters are blg snough, and I"ve done all I can for the =small
ones. MHany complained, nobody actually asked ™What's x's address?",
thus I assume that addresses are not that much of a problem. I'm trylng
a different typeface for the orders (slightly larger) and 1f this
doesn't work well, I'll use the old WP.

In with your envelopes (shit, nobody complalined about getting a
folded XL--could it be that I was wrong when I fligured people preferred
unfolded zlnes? I mean, is 17 cents tooc much to pay to get an XL that
is not folded down the mliddle? Forget I sald that, 1'd gather not have
to keep track of who wants Lt one way and who wants 1t another...) this
time 1s the Runestone Poll ballot. Notlce that Excelslor Is rlqht at
the bottom (where 1t belongs) of the ballot, signifylmg that 1t s now
eliglble, as well a= Eour other =zines that have lppltently ent
revived themselves. can ul' o P
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EXCELSIOR El17 by Bruce McIntyre with a whole heaven of a lot of support
Erom Nancy Hurrell, printed May 3, 1987 by the Ultramaster of the Xerox
9500, Chrls Buck,; Iln Vancouwver, BC, Canada. And to those of you who
Eigured XL¥#16 was just a dying spasm, T have thls to say to you: "Nyaah,
nyahh, na nah, nah!" By the time you've got thils, Montreal and Edmonton
will be playing In the Stanley Cup Flnal, and the Seattle SuperSonics
will be leading the Lakers 2 games to 1 in the NBA West Filnal. Nancy
doesn't agree with that last one, but, what the hell, I'"ve got
last-minute space to kill....

gage Contents

1 I warned you! Mo cover this time. Well, there i= a
cover....but it's not a cover. Well, it is, but, wuh, there's
nothlng d9rawr on it, like, you get ltJ see? {Actually, it's
DipGab.)

2 Directory

3=6 More DipGab. Sorry, I rambled a bit this time, and when I was
done, there was no room for letters.

T-8 Rules for an excliting and whacky new varlant: it's Selsmic
Diplomacy!1

9 The return of Postal Cluel

10-15 Fllling the gap. "Hey M<Bruce, what have you been dolng since
September, huh?" "Glad you asked. Why don't I start with a six
page article, to be continued next time."

186 ALBINONI (85 4A4) 1s OVER! Ends in a four way draw between Bl1ll
Shirley (England), Lucky Plerre Touchette (Germany), MHellinda
Holley (Turkey), and Ron Krukowskl (France). Well done, therel

17 BEETHOVEN (55 4B) Spring 1906. TIf Austria is after Germany as
well as the rest of them, 1t might be curatins for Kalser Barno.
Meanwhile, France stops Turkey's fleetas from seelng Atlantic
waters. And it's the "everything's better the second time
around™ map debut!

18 Well that's great, but where the hell are all the other games??

19 Puzzle answers Erom last time. Lots bothered to write, but
didn't your math teachers evar tell you to SHOW HOW YOU GOT YOUR
ANSWERS??

20 Housekeeping.

Excelslor is a postal gaming zine dedicated filrstly to the game of
Diplomacy, copyrighted by Avalon H1ll in the U.S., and made by House of
Games above the line, published every six weeks. Any relation to a
composition by Joseph F. Lamb is purely colncidental.

Thls Issue costs $§1.06 (Canada), $0.72 (U.8.) and $1.42
(elsewheres). Sorry about that, postage went up. Subscriptions have
been converted to dellars: please check your malling cover to be certaln
I'm not In error. I'm typling this knowing how much sleep I'1ll have had
when I get around to changing the numbers tomorrow, so be forwarnedl

The address to which you should send things (except for DEBUSSY
ordersa, and by the way there's a new address for those) 1is 6191 Winch
St., Burnaby BC, CANADA V5B 2L4.

Letters and stuff other thanmn orders must be here by June 8th for 1t
to have any chance of affecting what happens when the next issue goes to
the malls.

Next lasue Ils due in the malls June 15.
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Can [ ask you to please vote? Even lf you already have, make sure
you didn't miss anybody out. I voted early this year, but may send a

second ballot to BRUX amendling my votes. I'm sure that wlth the
changing ballot he'll allow you te do this. It's primarily Important
that you get your wvote in, however. {BRUX, by the way, copled and

maliled 90 coples of the ballot to me, so that I would be spared the
expense, for which I thank him profusely.)

I will give my Runestone predictions in the next Issue, far too
late for anyone to do anythlng about 1t. But right now I think the
Iinslde track belongs to Maguys and Praxils, with quite a few other zlnes
with a legltimate chance of winning. Many of the higher-ranking zines
from last year have committed Runestone suicide in one way or another;
s0 Imn many ways thls may be the closest Runestone ever. Your vote could
very well declde 1tll It could! Really!

Speaking of close finishes, I think you all should know that MHNancy
and I won Novice of the Month honours at one bridge club and £inished
2nd overall In the novice charlty game in another the very next night.
Our scores of 109.5 and 92, both on an 84§ average were so amazingly good
(and uncharacteristicly consistent) that Nancy got slek the wvery next
day. The close Elnish was In the second game. Somebody playling
North/South got 103, we got 92, there was another 92 and two 9l1s. on

the East/West side there were two 91.5s and two more 9l1s. Whew! (OFf
course, the 103.5 on Monday blew everybody away.) ;

OK, here's one of my recent dilsasters. I'm golng to let you
subbers cremate me or defend me, but I won't tell you which until next
time. Here's the situation: playlng a seven board IMP match, Yyou are

probably ahead coming Inteo the last board. As dealer, both vulnerable,
you hold thils hand:

8: 2 H: AQ J 10 9 5 4 2 D: 7 3 C: T 3

Your four heart opener |ls passed around to right hand opponent, who
bids four spades. Partner doubles this, and with most of the other
players Eilmished their match, what do you lead amid the noise? This
aln"t no contest, just scoliclting am oplinlon.

I have just about decided to stop running the game reports In the
Zzine. This was a hard declslon for me to make 1ln light of what I said
last time about trying to make the games followable. But it should be
clear by now that my forte In =zine publishing Iis in what is
affectionately known as stuff. So, I"ll try to keep enough space §for
two or three games per issue, but the others will go out on £flyer ¢to
those lnterested, and I°'ll summarize what's happening In a few short
paragraphs. Priority will be given to the internatlonal games (but not
both 1ln one issue; at this polnt I £find COPLAND more Interesting), and
FAURE. If the Selsmic game gets stacted, I"ll glve the map top
priority, but the moves and press may be on Elyer. Basically, I'm not
sure what to do: I'm Just uncomfortable with the threat of 75+% game
reports (at least untll I can afford to print more tham 16 pages), and
25-% "stuff®. Bear wlth me; suggestions welcome.

The Blll James Baseball Abstract 1s out, and agaln lt's well worth
the walt. Thils year's verslon includes a major study of rookles, a
sSpace-age sssay on a new version of runs created that Is strictly for
the computer, and a dissertation on meaningful and meaningless stats.
Also, Instead of wrlting under the catch-all header "Team X™ an essay on
a subject tangentlally related to Team X, Blll James has this year
confined hls team remarks to a statistical look at Team X's 1986 season.
Then, before you get to Team », comes the tangentially related article.
Look for 1t: 1lt's yellow thls year. {(Any advance wagers on the colour

of next ysar's Abatract, Alan?)
Page 3




excelsior =No.17=

Due to lack of Interest In our crazy schemes, Grant Fraser and 1
were locked In a 2-man battle 1n this year's hockey pool. Our scheme
was as follows: every second Monday afterncon, we drafted one player for
each game to be played In the next two weeks. The money: $1 a game, and
the scorling system was 5 polnts per goal, 3 per assist, and 1 per
penalty minute. We drafted every two weeakszs because weekly would have
been difficult to keep up, and also because lt presents an element of
uncertalnty: Just who 1s the B8th best player on New Jersey wunder thils
system?

Anyhow, after winning $2 the first weak, I was faced with the task
of putting together an algorlthm for Grant to make my plcks £for the
second two weeks, as I was In Montreal, and we didn't rellsh the thought
of four hours on the phone. This Is not as aimple as (it seems. Not
only do you have to declde who's best, but you also have to check the
schedule and flgure out what game I3 most 1likely to be productive.
Filnally I gave up, and just ranked the top elght on each team, and
instructed Grant to choose the highest ranked player *on the team
opposite the player he just picked.

This approach cost me $14. Grant's flrst pick was Wayne Gretzky.
Agalnst Vancouver, so my flrst pick was Barry Pederson. And so on.

I resolved to get even, slowly, over the last 22 weeks of the

Season. This iIs the breakdown for the full season:
Grand
Weeks _ Dates
1-2 Oct 9-19 B+2 B+2
3-4 Oct 20-Nov 2 G+l4 G+l2
5-6 Hov 3-16 G+ 2 G+14
T-8 HMowv 17-30 B+2 G+12
9-10 Dec 1-14 B+l G+1l1l
11-12 Dec 15-28 B+14 B+3
13-14 Dec 30-Jan 11 EVEN B+3
15-16 Jan 12-24 G+5 G+2
17-18 Jan 2&6-Feb 8 B+10 B+8
19-20 Feb 14-22 B+4 B+12
21-22 Feb 23-Mar 8 . B+113 B+25
23-24 Mar 9-22 B+8 B+313
25-26 HMar 23-Apr 5 B+ 4 B+37

I should explain that, as with the scheme we adopted for the 84-85%5
NHL season, where we just plcked winneras for a buck a game, this one
turned into a clash of systems by mid-December. Grant's system was
rather intereating: he's never completely explained it to me, but thes
basic premise seemed to be 1f a player wins his matchup, he moves up In
the ratings. Thus 1f Gretzky lost, he moved down. Mine was based on
the more reasonable proposal that plcking the guy who gets the most
polnts per game; no matter how badly this has screwed up before; can't
be all that bad Im the long run.

It came as somewhat of a surprise to me that Gragnt wanted not only
to continue this money-losing scheme Into the playoffs, but also to
ralse the stakes. Hls l1dea was to make the 1f neccessary games worth
more. Thus, plcking Gretzky In the first game of the LA serles would be
worth the usual dollar, but if you picked him for the fifth game, and if
the series (best-of-seven) lasted that long, and he won, lt'd be worth
two. Or three bucks for the sixth game, or four bucks for the seventh.
So, we held our ususal draft, with this subtle catch. And I found
myself golng for the big money games, with the result that many of my
best picks (like Denls Savard In the flfth game of Chlcage wvs Detrolt,
which Detrolt won #n four stralght) went down the tollet. I was down $6
with one game left in the opening round, the four dollar seventh game
(the only one, all the other serles had been decided In slx games or
less) between the [slanders and Capltals. CBC's coverage started at
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4:30 Vancouver time on Easter Saturday. I had Patrick Flatley of the
Isles, Grant had Greg Adams of the Capitals. The game was a must Efor
Washington 1f they wanted to lose thelr chokers lmage: the Caps had had
a history of bowing out early, most often to the [ales, to whom they had
held a 3=1 lead In the serles at one polmnt. And In the €£lrst perlod,
the Caps played llke hell to beat the Islanders defense. Mlke Gartner
scored flnally with 48 seconds left, and Adams got an assist. 3-0 for
Grant, and, what's worse, Flatley had hardly played In the first perlod.

Early Iln the second perlod, Flatley came flylng through center on
his first shift, and was nalled--1 mean NAILED--by a check from Scott
Stevens. When he got up, he found himself last man back on a Caps
breakaway, but not guite knowling what day 1t was, he skated to the
bench. Luckily, the Isles goalle, Kelly Hrudey, made Gthe save. I
flgured all was lost, as my player was unlikely to get another shift.
But he did.. .and he scoredl!l 5=3 for me; 1-1 hockey game. The pace was
furlous as the Caps trled to get the goal back. Adams lost the puck
behlnd the New York net. Nobody managed to control it in the scramble,
untll Murphy passed out to roockile Grant Martin whe scored. Adams
somehow was awarded an assist, and I Eelt like Ehrowlng up. 2-1 Caps,
6~5 for Grant. Worse, I began to notlice that whenever Flatley's line
went out on the go, the guy who Flatley was supposed to change with,
most often Alan Kerr, lnvariably never got to the bench untll 30-45
seconds inte the shift. This happened with such alacrming £frequency It
made me want to turn the damned set off. Good thing I didm't.

It must be mentioned here that during the second intermission, HNan
found a coupon that explred Easter Sunday, so I sald we'd use 1t after
the game. She went to have a nap.

It must also be mentioned that when Trottler and Duchesne were sent
off at 15:43 for roughing, Harry MNeale explalined to the viewers across
Canada that "bSoth penalties were coincldental.” I spent a few mlinutes
trylng to flgure cut how only cne of the two penalties could conclevably
be colincidental.

Third period nmow, and I reasoned that my only chance was to have
the Islanders tie up the game, because that goddam Kerr was screwlng
Flatley up for playing time over and over agaln. HMost of the changes
waere made onm the go, because of the sheer pace of the game; from the
opening faceoff whistles had been few and £far between. One Flatley
shlft lasted almost flve minutes: three commercials, two Ilcing calls,
and an offside. I figured my chancesof winning on a Flatley penalty
were slim, because referees do not call penalties In the thilrd perlod of
close games. Anyhow, with £flve and a half minutes left, Trottler
scored, and the lce hog Kerr got the assist. Flatley was the flrst to
stand up and cheer: he'd been standing walting to get on the goddamn
ilce. Anyhow, that's how the period ended, 6-5% for Adams.

I went into the bedroom and told Nan to get ready. "It's tied and
golng to overtime, but these sudden-death overtimes usually end within
the Elrst f£five minutes."™ She got dressed and got ready to go out.

After filve minutes of unbelievably excliting overtimes action, L
apologlized, but advised Nancy not to worry: one goal would end the game.
It was about 7:30 PH at that point.

As for my chances, I felt Flatley would have to be used a let 1n
the OT: he would be the only one not eaxhausted by the flrst three
perlods. Perhaps he could get revenge on the dastardly Kerr by double
shlEting for him. Surely Kerr was by now dead tlred?

Nope. Kerr was still golng strong at the end of the £lrst OT
period, during which theres were no penalties, and, obviously, no goals.

The winner was scheduled to play Phlladelphia In the next round,
starting on Easter Monday. While they lnterviewed a wvery wvery happy
Mike Keenan (coach of the Flyers, who were gulte happy to =see thelr
opposition stretched to the limit before even setting foot In Philly),
Nancy walked in.

"What are they dolng now?"™ she asked.
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"Uh, well...®™

"Why are they cleaning the ice?"

"Uh, well, nobody scored in the flrst overtime. Don't hlt me, Ilt's
not my fault! We can stlll go out, it's only B:00."

Nan phoned the restaurant to see how late they were open. "MNo
problem, they're open untll one In the morning,"™ she sald. I showed her
the record book, where 1t sald that the last ¢ripie OT had taken place
in 1971, and the next last had been in 1951, Even double OT's were
unusual, and the norm was for the game to be over within a few minutes.
We sat down to watch.

And, lo and behold, something wonderful happened. Flatley and
Gaetan Duchesne of the Caps started swinging their stlicks at one
another. And when we came back from the commercial, there was Flatley
and Duchesne in the penalty box with colncldental minors. 7-6 £for mel
I stood up and cheered. Nancy sald, "Who scored? 1Is it over!?"™

"No. My guy got an elght dellar penalty."™ TransEorming a four
dollar loss into a four dollar galn translated to an eight dollar swing.
I forgot about the bet for a moment and watched the most exciting game
in years. And six minutes later, Adams took my four dollars and gave it
back to Grant: he got a misconduct. This made it 16-7 for OGrant, and
effectively put me out of contentlon. Even two goals wouldn't deo I,
because the game would end with the first one.

However, something else was happening.

When the second OT perliod ended, I consulted my NHL Guide & Record
Book, and found that we were seelng the 18th longest game in MNHL
history. 18th and rising.

It was past 9PM in Vancouver when they started the third OT. Past
midnight In Washington. In the second OT perlod, the broadcaster had
wished everyone ln the Maritimes a Happy Easter. Now he wished the same
to Quebec and Ontario.

In the middle of the third OT perlod (which was the £irst dulllish
one, though both goaltenders contlinued to make fantastic saves), they
announced that the game was the longest in 36 years:

Mar 24/36. Det
Apr 3/33. Bos
Mar 23/43. Tor
Mar 28/30. NYR
Mar 27/51. HMtl
Mar 26/32. NYR
Mar 21/39. Bos
Apr 9/31. Chli
Apr 19/87. NYI
Mar 26/61. MEL

at Mtl 0, 116:30 OT
at Tor 1, 104:46 OT
at Det 2, T0:18 OT
at Mtl 2, 68:52 OT
at Det 2, 61:09 OT
at HMtl 3, 59:32 oOT
at NYR 1, 59:25 OT
at Mtl 2, 53:50 OT
at Wsh 2, 53:00® OT
at chi 2, 5%2:12 oOT

A IR R AT -0

®-—and counting....

The thlrd OT was from that point marked by such notlces on the
screen, as the game became the elghth longest ever at 13:51, and Jumped
to sixth longest ever Iln the last minute. Sure enough, viewers In
Manltoba were wished a Happy Easter as the period ended.

By now Han was phoning her mother.

It didn't work. Her dad answered, and took my side inm the dispute.
After listenlng to Don Cherry (whose usually outrageous comments had
magnlflied with each successive Intermission between overtime periocds)
say "well, ya know, fourth overtime, seventh game, guys are gonna belng
doin' anythink ta keep their teams In the game. Yer gonna see guys
blockin' shots with thelr heads, and stuff like that. How I know the
last two perliods I predlicted 1lt'd be over gulck, but thlis one's gonna be
the last, I'm tellin yat®, I talked to Nan's brother, who was there for
the Easter weekend. (It"s not Impossible that he watched the first

I’?I(ili (si crtinged oppuae 19
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Seismic Diplomacy

[The following is the rules of a new varlant which I am opening, now

that I have the software to draw (and, more Iimmportantly, <chang=) the
maps. For a simple $3 gamefee, I guarantee at least a hlilarious time of
itl]

Selsmic Diplomacy 1s a varlant ilnvented by Flerre Lavaurs. The
glmmick is that the board changes as you play; otherwise everything |Is
the same as normal, though with the board changing as much as it does,
normality soon becomes extinct, lost In the last selsmic event. L
thaynk Luc Dodinval for sending me a copy of the rules, first published
by Jean-Phillipe Hubsch in the Prench zine Vortigern 68, and later
translated by John Marsden for the British =zine Qde. These are the
cules.

1) The Diplomacy rulebook applies with the following exceptlons:

2) After Spring retreats, and after Winter adjustments, an
additional phase takes place (on the same deadline--1t is assumed that
the British system of combining seasons 13 used, as we will In the XL
game): Selsmic Events.

1) Bach player may order one Selsmic event per =eason. Selsmic
Events are strictly anonymous. You can glue England to Africa without
leaving a clue as to the ldentity of the lunatic.

4) There are two kinds of Selsmic Event, as follows:

a)geparation and Connectlon:

This Iinvolves four provinces (land, sea, or a combination of the
two) forming a conflguration such that A is adjacent to B, B te C, C
to D, D to A, and A is adjacent to C but gtk B te D. The order 1is:

A and C separate, B and D connect.

EXAMPLE #1: War and Ber connect, Sil1 and Pru separate. (Germany
and Russia now have some serious negotiating to do.)

B and D may bsa the same.

EXAMPLE #2: Por and Spa separate, MAO and HAOD connect.
(Portugal thus becomes an lsland In the HAD.)

It can occur that an order of this kind is amblguous; such
orders will be disallowad unless the player makes hils Intentions
clear.

b)Relesase:

I1f three provinces are such that A is an island totally Iinslide
B, and B is adjacent to C, a release order would be:

A and C connect

EXAMPLE #3: (after Ex #2 has taken effect) Por and Bre conndct.
{(Por thus becomss a peninsula attached to Bre, but not Eng.)

5. Iceland, Ireland, Cypress, Crete, Sardinla, Sicily, Corslca, the
Casplan Sea {adjacent at the outset to Sev, Mos, and Arm), and
Switzerland can be included in Selismic orders. Other unnamed Island
provinces may noft be. frhe zone consisting of water and islands known as
Denmark cannot be broken upJ The cutside of the board, considered as an
impasslble province, also can. This In particular can lead to some
hornfying consegquences:

EXAMPLE B4:

a) StP and Bar separate, Nwy and Out connect.

b) Nwg and Bar separate, Hwy and Out connect.

(Result so far: Bar 1s a pond on the NE corner of the board,
connected to Nwy only. HNwy ls extended toe the north edge of the
board, splitting into two coasts, the east ccast bordering only Bar,
and the west coast bordering Hwg, etc.)

c) Nwy and Bar separate, Out and Out connect.

(Mow the Barents Sea has become trapped in the outside, along
with any unfortunate unit that happens to be occupying it at the
time! This makes possible this amazling release order:)

d) Bar and Tun connect.




ex¢ el s io r ' SEISMIC DIPLOEC?::JnZnued

(Omigod. Bar is now a pond attached to the south of Tumisl)
6. If two or more players make the same Selsmic order, this has the
effect of support--conflicting orders succeed 1£f thus supported.
7. Selsmic orders fail in the followlng cases:
a) If there iIs another Seismlic order, equal or greater, which, 1f
applied with the offending order, would have the effect of dividing a
province 1lnto parts.
b) 1f there is an egqual or greater Seismic order which, 1f applied
after the ocffending one, would not make sense.
EXAMPLE #5:
a) Bul and Gre separate, Ser and Aeg connect.
b) Bul and Aeg separate, Gre and Con connect.
If I were to receive both of these orders, the effect would be
to split the Aeseg In two. If one was ordered by more players than
another, then 1t would succeed and the other wouldn't.
EXAMPLE #&6 (after Ex §2 above):
a) Por and NAf connect.
b) Por and Bre connect.
The successive application of these orders would divide the MAO
Iln Etwo.
8. The application of a Selsmic order cam cause a ceoastal province
to be divided into two or more coasts when 1t previously had one or
none, or to divide a previous coast iInto more than one. ©Or, the coast
on which a Efleet rested may disappear. In these cases, affected players
must retreat any fleets Iln such a province to the coast they wish. Thls
phase comes before movement. If no order is given the unit will be
disbanded. Should a fleet £ind itself in a province which has leost all
lts coasts, 1t ls trapped and may only stand (1t may be supported) until
a coast 1s opaned for 1t.
9. Certaln provinces are regarded as straights provinces. If they
posess coasts on both of the following sea areas, those coasts are
regarded as one:
Con with Bla and Aesg Kie with Hel and Bal
Den with Ska and Bal Swe with Ska and Bal

Map wlth Toen and TyS

¥, will be opening a game of this wild varlant. §3 gets you In Eor
all the wild, wacky E£un. (Not only that, but this game has flrst
priority on zine space, at least for the map.) Let me go over some of
the strategies I saw used in the game just completed in the Belglan zine
Just to glve you an ldea of the £lavour of thilis variant.
At the end (a 1908 conceeded win for Gérmany), the board looked rather
interesting, as you might expect. Italy had been taped to Tunls,; cutting
the effective range of all southeastern Efleets drastically. At one
polnt I recall Portugal adjacent to Moscow, but I also see that Holland
salled up to Morway, where it stuck tight. Somehow Galicla ended up as
an offshoot of the Casplan Sea by the end. But that's only the
begilnning of the fun. There's no limit %to what could be done. An
English win without building a £fleet or making a convoy Is one
interesting possibilly that springs to mind. Anyone Intererested??
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POSTAL CLUE RETURNS!

[Anyone who flgured I*d let the Postal Clue game slide 1ls about to be
proven dead wrong. However, there are rather difflcult  problems, most
of which have to do with the fact that three out of the original six
players are no longer subbers here, and I've only found one new player,
who confldently assures me that another one would be happy to play.
Luckily, thera's nothing that a 1little imaginative £flctlon can't
overcome. ... ]

Nelson Helntzman was Just talking long-distance to MBruce when
suddenly, for noe reason at all, he was sucked Iintoe his telephone
aspeaker.

Gary Coughlan was just arriving home and hanging his phone up when
he recelved the same treatment.

Far far away, on the other side of the continent, two men and a
woman were wondering why population had declined by £ifty percent
withodt any apparent warning, when the phone rang. Blill Becker plcked
it up. "Hello?™ He distinctly heard a twang. It was not a sound
affect, but the type of twang assoclated with a certain type of accent.
He held the phone away from hils ear, and out of it came two flgures.

"Wwhut the hail...?" the one with the twang said under hils breath.

"I was only trylng te hang up.™ mumbled the other.

"GCary! HNelson! What are you dolng here?" asked Ron Krukowskl.

At that polnt, the TV in the corner turned ltself on.

"What you are about to see," saild the TV, "1s a rereconstruction of
events.® And they did. All of the players saw once agaln thelr
original cards. Then a shadow lurking in the corner spoke. He turned
out to be the replacement for Conrad Minshall. Gary Coughlan turned out
to be the replacement for James Early. MNelson Heintzman turned out ¢teo
be the replacement for Steve Dycus. And thls Is a gquick 1look at what
they saw rereconstructed:

Guesses so far (showing order of players) and results:
1) The Shadow guessed Janet Cooley 1n the Blillilard Roem wlth the

Lead Plpe. Ron Krukowsk! showed a card.
2) Ron Krukowski guessed Nelson Heintzman in the Bllliard Room with
the Rope. HNelson Heintzman showed a card.

3) Nelson Heintzman, or rather his predecessor, falled to make a
guess before the deadline.

4) Janet Cooley guessed Ron Krukowskil In the Kitchen with the
Revolwver. Bill Becker passed. So dld Gary Coughlan. The Shadow showed
a carcd.

5) Bill Becker guessed The Shadow In the Ball Room with the Rope.
Gary Coughlan passed. So did The Shadow. And Ron Krukowskl also
passed. HNelson Heintzman, however, showed a card.

6) Gary Coughlan guessed Helson Helntzman in the Ball Room with the
Rope. The Shadow passed, and so di1d Ron Krukowskl. Nelson Helntzman
Showed a card, agalin!

When all the remaining participants were satisfied that they had
the informatliom they needed {(addltional informatlion only knowable to the
indlviduals willl be found lnslde your envelopes), the scresn suddenly
went blank. Five volces were raised in unlson.

"Who the hell i1s The Shadow?"™

Thls succeeded 1ln drawlng the wimpy wvoice of MBruce. "Ah, yeah,
um, I thought you might ask that. Well, 1t seams that we need somebody
to take over for The, uh, Shadow for next time, because, uh, it's his
turn! MNegotiatlions are being entered lnte wlth a llkely candlidate.™

"Oh no,"™ thought Nelson, "not BRUX!"™
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Filling the Gap

It's about time I wrote something about Expo'86, our trip to Hontreal,
and my voyage to BruxCon/TomatoCon. If I let it go much further, I
might forget about the detalls forever. So, here's a shot at 1t. I was
going to make it a four movement symphonic composition; Expo,
Montreal /BruxCon, return/bad news, and triuphant finale. Unfortunately,
the fourth movement In this symphony hasn't yet come to pass, so that's
out. I have a feellng I'll write a longish opening movement, and
perhaps an even longer second movement, and with the financlal
Imposition on XL's page limit, this may have to become a series. And I
may omlt the third movement altogether: nobody likes bad news.

clty's own World's falr.

A time traveller taking a snapshot of the Expo site as It stands
today would Eind himself rich were he to returmn to the past of last
September. The photo would Iignite a bldding war between Expo ltself and
the two Vancouver dalllies. Assuming Expo won (having rather more
capital to spend), the board would be torn whether to burn the photo or
to use 1t as "Don't miss it, look what's about to happen.™

For the Expo site Is now a shambles. It looks about as 1t did two
years ago, when it was all belng bullt, except that there is no sense of
excltement. Instead the people of the city have a terrible eyesore. A
provincial electlion just after the Efalr closed caused a Ecur month
moratorium to be put on development plana: nothling could be torn down
until January, with the result that this year's crop of tourists will
see Demolltion Expo '87 thls summer: the approprliate theme being "Man
Cleans Up After The Party."™

It's difficult to talk about Expo now because nobody else really
does. The local media has persisted with numbers, both posltive and
negative, about attendance, costs, etec. But now, silx months after the
gates closed, it"s an unpopular toplec to cover. B.C. reallzes just how
many Lotto 6/49 tickets the public is going to have to buy to pay £or
this thing, and the gut feellng is that the money has simply rum out and
the bloody thing will not be demolished until the government can pay for
it.

It's also difficult to talk about Expo because 1t I1s a dilfferent
experience for everyone, and with such a goldemn oppeortunity %to see
everything, you don't like to admit you missed out on something. But I
know I missed a hell of a lot. And Erom the fantastic sales of Expo
videos In Vancouver (mnot rentals: sales), I know I'm not the only one.

A short walk £from the maln gate, overlookling the captivating
Ontarioc pavilion and the Pavilion of Promise (funded by the Canadian
evangellical TV minlstry 700 Huntley Street), and within earshot of the
Scream Machlne, was a sort of exhlblt/playground which ILInexplicably
became my favorlite part of the site, depslilte lts appearance as a last
minute throw-in. Entitled H20 UFO, i1t consisted of a large E£lying
saucer surrounded by brelghtly coloured allen creatures which at
irregular intervals would spit up water; some high In the alr at random,
some deftly aimed in arcs toward distant small buckets, a few Iin a new
directlion each time. From morning to night, small chlildren would drag
thelr parents to H20 UFQ, whare both parties would Instantly become
captivated. Parents and onloockers, fresh out of some space-age 3ID €£ilm
Just presented Iin one o©of the pavillon theatres, would watch thelr
chilldren--the proclaimed future of mankind--as they greeted, named, and
climbed onto the bright figures. Quite often a child would be drenched
whlle trylng to start up a conversatlon, but few took 1t too seriocusly.
One child, while talking to one of the creatures, was hit sguarely 1In
the back by the larger one behind. She spun around, and instantly began
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tongue-lashing the larger one when the smaller one sSoaked her runners
for her. She had Just pointed a mean finger at the little fellow (twice
as large as she), when the spaceship In the middle declided to spray the
whole exhibit. Screaming children ran for cover, but our heroine
immedlately ran to a huge monster just blg enough to shield her. She
was Just thanking him when he noticed her blonde pony tails were still
dry, and corrected the situatliom. This was guite enough, for thircty
seconds at least.

The sadness for Vancouverltes 1s that the sun 1l now coming back
out again, and somehow the H20 UFOs are just sitting there, behind the
wire fences, drying up in the surrounding dust and rubble until a
declslon ls reached on what to do with them.

L. A Day at Expo '8¢

Anyone who has ever spent encugh time in Vancouver to know would
wonder why an exhibit such as H20 UFC was Included, given the great
propensity for llguld weather. But part of the great reason for Expo's
success was one absolutely flawless summer, which shattered a local
record for consecutlve days without ralin, halted when it railned for four
hours near the end of August when the failr was closed up for the night,
then continuing cloudless for thres more wesks.

When Wallace Nicoll, Nancy and I attended for the first time on May
19th, however, the weather was rather unpredictable, and the 145,000
people who attended that day were treated to a monsoon-like downpour
around 7PM. Stilll, 145,000 was the best dalily attendance wup to that
peint. Average attendance up to that polnt was about 20,000 dally. In
the middle of June, with the kids out of school, Lt shot up, and £from
that polnt on, flve diglit dally attendance figures were few and £ar
between. In the heat of the summer, attendance flgures shot up to the
point--220,000 or so--where Expo officials had to temporarily cleose the
gates simply for lack of room. And near the end, the attendance flgures
went crazy as officlals gave up trying to keep people out. The £final
full day, October 12th, attendance hit ¢thres hundred and thirty
thousand. Meanwhlle there were presentations every few weeks for the
ten mllllonth visltor, flfteen millionth visltor. For six months the
nearby downtown core was a whirlwind of tour buses and people looklng
{mostly unsuccessfully) for a legal place to park.

The promise of Expo to the tourlst lndustry in B.C. was not kept.
For the most part, tourlsts stuck to the site, and the expected extra
dollar for the city's businesses seemed to dissappear. Outside the
clty, the effect was disastrous. Everyone who came to B.C., came to see
Expo, but few ventured beyond the site to see the naturally diversified
beauty of the rest of the province. One of the highlights of Expo was
the Discovery BC film, which hopefully will make up this summer.

So many things that we ln Vancouver had just taken for granted came
to an abrupt eand on October 13: the local news being broadcast before
live audiences--both Canadian networks had pavillons--the weekly recaps
of Expo events on TV, special sectlons in the newspapers, from Expo
trivia to reader polls rating the pavilions to Efront page attendance
figures., Famous people (and royalty) coming to our city to entertain
(and walk arcund pralsing thlngs, or Iln Princess Dlanma's case, Ealint) .
The sclence of avoiding the Expo rushes. The technology of plcking a
good uncrowded time to go {(nearly Iimpossible). Praparing for 1long
lineup walts, and expensive food. The nightly 30-minute Elrework
displays, which caused me to defend a hand with eight penalty cards when
I forgot how close the bridge club was to the site. In a way, It's
better that I write thils report now, after lt's all had time to sink Iin.

But, having sald that, we must commence with the toplc of this
artlicle: our day at Expo, Frlday, October 3rd, 1986. This was the day
we calculated to be precisely balanced betwesen the dwindling summer
tourist crowds and the rising Let's-not-miss-it endlng crowds. We had
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gone down to the site about four or five times before, seeing a few of
the minor pavilions here and there, and the Alr Supply concert, but none
of the blg attractions. The attendance on that Friday was 1In the
viclnity of 210,000. But we had one secret weapon: Nan, being an EXpo
employeses, could get on site before the 10:00 opening and get tickets.
(These tickets d41d not cost anythling, but with printed times on them,
prevented most lineups: although I emphasize most, as you'll see later.)

“"I'm awfully sorry about this,"™ T said ruefully to the waitress at
9:25. *I suppose [1'1ll order now and hope she shows up soon." My
breakfast arrived Jjust as Nancy sat down. She told me about the shows
we were scheduled to see In the afterncon, and we planned strategy.
And, at 10:30 AM, we walked the three blocks from the restaurant to
Stadium gate, me with my Expo guide, Mancy with her backpack, from which
the head of a cute llttle teddy bear named Tubby peeked out. (We found
him one day on the floor staring at the Expo gulide book In wonder, so
HNan declded to take him.) Our first stop was the Canada Portal. We
walked through the blue zone, with the administrative buildings all
around, the BC Pavilion near the water, and the monorail overhead, past
the glant hockey stlck leaning against the world's largest . freestandling
flagpole, which serves both as a homlng device for the Canada Portal,
and a polnter to the Canada Pavillion, which 11s a huge wharf not
connected to the site, but on the opposite side of the downtown core.
From the Canada Portal a speclal SkyTrain service takes visitors te the
Canada Pavillon, golng underneath the city centre.

Just past the hockey stick we met our flrst lineup. It Is nearly
impossible to avold lineups, but our luck was terrible. Filrst time the
lineup started moving, they lowered the rope right 1In €£frent of our
noses. We watched the people get into the SkyTrain and go Intoe the
tunnel. Then we were allowed to go onto the platform. Thinking we'd
eventually be first into the pavilion (as justice would have Intended)
among thls group, we walked up to the far end confidently, only to have
them pack In successive people in front of uas! My optimistic brain sald
that this was 0.K., because last Iinto the trailm would be Elirst out.
Unfortunately, as we went through the tunnel {amid many comments
pertalning to how amazingly grafltti-free the stations and tralns
were-—apparently the white paint has a transparent coating which makes
It easy to wipe off almost any type of ink), I realized that the Eront
end of the train would end up farthest from the stairs at the other end.
We climbed stalirs to the surface, only to be greeted with a lenghty llne
up. Worse still, there appeared to be an express lane, which €£or
reasons as yet unknown to us, was verboter. Forty minutes later, the
mystery was explalned:

"Good morning [just barely, it was by that ®imé ten to noonl ladles
and gentlemen,®™ sald the loudspeaker, "welcome to the Canada Pawvilion.
Your walt 1is nearly over. [Loud applause.] When you go through the
gates of the pavillon, you may take a tlicket €for the show of your
choice. The red gates are glwving out tickets for the Teleglobe Canada
showing of The Tamsing of The Demons for today at 6:30PM and 8:00 PM.
The white gates are glving out tickets for the CN IMAX theatres 3I-D
production to be shown tonight at 7:00 PM and 8:30 PM. After seelng the
Pavilion, you may return to the Expo site and returm for the show by
using the express lane; avoiding the line-ups. We're sorry, but the
tickets for earlier shows have already been takemn.™ Nan and I got a
ticket for the 3-D productlion at 8:30PH. Most of the people In our
group groused about having to come back that nmight, but 8:30 €£1t our
schedule Elne.

Unfortunately, once Ilnaide the gates, we were not gulte 1n the
pavilion yet. We were in yet another llineup: obwviously the last one, as
- Ehis one had TV monitors informing us what we were about to see. The
flrst ltem on the list was the "Goose & Beaver Show."™ I could hear 1t
being explalned to the forelgners 1ln the audience that the beaver and
the Canada goose had patriotlic status in Canada, almost llike the eagle
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in the U.S. , The forelgners, once having heard this informaktlon,
shrugged thelr shoulders trylng to flgure out how lnteresting a "Goose &
Beaver Show"™ Sould possibly be. So were the Canadlans.

It turned out that the "G &€ B show™ was a time waster, a delay
tactic to hold us until the group ahead of us had seen the shows ahead.
wWe were ushered into a room surrounding a large pond which appeared to
have acquired the slices of one hell of a huge cucumber. These were
apparently meant to be llly pads, and by the time Nancy and I got Inslide
there was a man dressed as a beaver and a woman dressed as a goose
running around on them. And everyone was laughing at thelr antlics and
jokes.

I guess you had to be there. After almost an hour and a half of
lining up, 1 wasn't sure where I was, but I thought the whole bloeody
thing was damned stupld. What an 1diotic £first Iimpression to make:
"Canada-yeah, I was there in 1986. They're nuts about beavers and
geese, you know." I was not amused. Finally the ordeal was over, and
we moved through some doors Iinto a large half-circle of a room, wlkh a
huge screen, thrice the size of the normal movie screen, cut into grilds.

This was the setting for a stirrimg tribute to Canada Day, as some
of the amall screens showed stills, and some combined with nelighbours to
enlarge them, to a patriotic soundtrack. The theame was Canada Day 1985
across the country, and the natlion's photographers did a wonderful Jjob
of capturing Canadian patriotlsm, which may not exist Iln guantlity as |1t
does south of the border on the 4th of July, but certalnly exists In
great guality.

Next up, Iln the eother half of the circle, after our seats were
rotated 180 degrees, was the Earthwatch theatre. Another huge sScreen,
this one undivided, and this time moving plctures of the majesty of the
country, taken from airplames; and shown in something called Showscan,
which the guide says Is 2.5 times faster (frame-to-frame), four times
brighter, and Efour times as large as conventional projectlion.

We then antersred the New Frontiers theatre, where an exhilbit
highllight Canada's achlevements undersea and 1In space. Huge models
of the Canadarm and several undersea vehlicles were displayed proudly.

This was the last of the shows, but the next thing Imn our path was
the Great Hall, where works by Canadian artists were displayed. This
moved very slowly, and we took the Elrst shortcut we found, ending up on
the edge of the pavilion, overloocking the water. From here it was
downstalrs to a large cafeteria just teeming with people and Eull of
lineups. We immediately scrutinized the lineups for length, or lack of
lt to be precise, and found that the lineups were blocking off portions
of the cafseteria, and also that it was very difficult ¢to get through
when people wouldm't move. I followed Nancy, who Is an expert at such
things. I heard her say excuse me to one woman three tlmes, then I
watched her move forward and turm. The woman had not moved, and I got
the dirty look when, after belng blitzed by Han, she caught Nan's
backpack In the slde of the head while golng down. "She wouldn't move,"™
explained Nan later when I informed her of the havoc she had wrought.
(Remember in XL#13 (p. 5) when I sald that we couldn't go up on the
Space Tower together because of the 400-1b 1limit? Well she weighs
nearly as much as I do. You flgure 1t out, but I Elgure that woman will
dump at the next "Excuse me™ she hears.)

After eating, we took a gquick look at the CBC studlos and assorted
paraphernalia from the last silx decades, which Included about £five
minutes from a Toronto at Montreal hockey game, except that it started
In 1941 or so and ended in 1986, moving forward £lve years every so
oEten. I'm never going to belleve any old timers who say that hockey
., was better back then, because it sure was slow!

Returning to the Expo slte through the West gate after leaving the
Canada Pavillion and busing back to the opposite side, we found 1t was
tilme to get to the BC Paviliom for the flrat of two shows, one Iln the BC
Pavilion, the other in the Challenge BC building. These are but two of
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the three BC Pavilions on site, though the Challenge building is simply
a theatre for the second of the two BC shows, and the third, called
Showcase BC, ls a collection of nlghtclubs and restaurants located
around the BC Pavillon where thing=s get 1Interesting at night.

There were two lineups. One was for tlicket holders to the next
ahow, the other for stand-bys. This was where the grizzled 1llneup
veterans were: many had been lined-up for seven hours or, more. Any

ticket holderas who did not show up for thelr tlme lost thelr seats to
the first stand-by in the line. This line was saix trillion miles long:
or so Lt seemed. Why anyone would Jjoiln such a line backed up that Ear
ls quite beyond me. Our group had tem stand-bys, and there were at
least a few hundred in the line.

The show was rather good, in Showscan agaln, mainly a showcase for
the natural beauty of the province, with a scil-fl1 plot thrown In (young
girl, played by Fairuza Balk (did I spell that right?), who played
Dorothy in the 0z remake, meets blg cute red ball, gets in, and goes Eor
a supersonic trip through BC, until cute blg red ball gets caught by
allen life form and has to go home.) In the Main Hall of the pavilion
were a lot of large cylinders which apparently gave you a vertical show
lf you got in, but we were on our way to the Challenge BC show.

After a blt of a 1lineup, we entered the bulilding and were ushered
Iinto a room £full of large crates with names of major world cltles on
them. An actor dreased as a longshoreran then proceeded to go through
what these crateszs were, and they began %to open uap . reveallng
personallities for each of BCs industries: hydro, coal, logging, minling,
etc. Llke H20 UFO, this show seemed to be out of place with the huge
technological marvels elsewhere, but this served to make it unigue, and
despite belng hard to describe, one of the highlights of the falr. The
accompanying £llm did a good and entertalning Job o0of showcasing BC
industry, and, as wlith the Discovery Eilm, there was a stop for those
interested In knowing more on the way out.

But we had to rush to Expo Centre for the blg show. As the Elffel
Tower was the showcase to the Paris 1500 World Exposition, and the
Seattle Space Needle was the showcase In 1962, the geodesic dome will be
Vancouver's final reminder of Expo '86 (assuming the rest of it is ever
torn down). Of course, we also have the stadium, and a few of the other
buildings are unlikely to go, but Expo Centre was the filrst thing bullt
on site (the stadium 1s not officlaly on site), and will remain.

Inside, we saw the film 4 Freedos ¢to Move, from the 500-seat
Omnimax theatre at the top of the sphere. This was rather somethling,
the hemlspherical screen belng nine times as large as a conventlonal
movie, and of course the sound of a space shuttle taking off was rather
scary from such close range.

It should be sald, of these super-theatres, that presumably, since
none of these buildings have been torn down since, we still have the
theatres, and I'm sure people would pay an extra §3-5 to see plictures
done for them. Unfortunately this hasn't been the case. Of course,
there's no real reason for simple drama on these screens, and one grows
bored of breathtaking views shot from a plane with a daredevil pllot, seo
the subject matter avallable may simply have been exhausted.

The other show In the Expo centre dome was the Futures theatre.
Affixed to each and every seat were three buttons, one red, one green,

one blue. The screen would ask the audience guestions, and would
display the responses we made on a large graph, comparing them ¢to the
responses of the other groups 1t had so far encountered. In ECtoday's

nuclear world, I suspect that only Expo ‘86 would be a sultable
environment for our group's response to the followlng guestion: "How do
you feel about the future? (RED] Posltive, [BLUE] Uncertalin, or [GREEHNI]
Negative?
Our group voted 60% red, 30% blue. This;, for Expo, was average.
Out of the Expo Centre, we took the SkyTraln back to the Canada
Pavilion for the CN IMAX Theatre 3-D show. And It was here that
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something amazing happened. We were herded into another lineup, and it
was well past 8:15 and the line was not mowving. By now we were resigned
to this trademark of a day at Expo, and had 3Just contemplated sltting
when my watch went off. The monotonic electronic beeps of "Love Me
Tender” were heard throughout the line. And I noticed qulckly enough
that 1t waan't my watch! Whlle I explalned thls to Nancy, some light
went on In the loony sectlon of my mind, and when the other watch was
£inished, T guletly activated mine. Same tune. Same key. And when
mine was done, the other one started up. People began to glggle. I
started mine up again. Except for the fact that Nancy knew what I was
deing, for the Eirst three mlnutes of this, nobody knew who the culprlt
was--or, as lt soon turned out when I started mine before the other was
finished, the culprits. Eventually nearly esveryone was laughing 1like
hell, and Just when 1t dled down, the line started to move! We had
dliscovered the way to beat the llineups: spontanecus entertalnment!

The 31-D effects, on yet another huge screen, were marvelous, though
the plot was forgettable (in Eact, I have completely forgottem it). I
recall wvividly a stack of two-by-fours, viewed £from thelr ends.
Suddenly one of the two by Efours in the middle was pushed out Iinto my
lap! Almost everybody tried to get out of the way, and reached out te
try and touch 1t when 1t stopped. Those who have seen 3-D Ellms sald
that the effect was far and away the best ever. Even 1f I could
remember a bit more (I vaguely remember a suspended ball that I swore I
could reach out and touch) of the 3D stunts, I'd still have trouble
describing how real 1t was. I had a blt of a bralnstorm upon leaving: a
porno fllick would have great enhancement potential ifn IMAX 3D. When
Nancy heard this idea, she thought I was nuts, but then I refused to
divulge any detalls.

Back agaln to the Expo slte, around to the Expo centre dome. By
now it's about 10:15 PM, and time for the one thing that capped any day
at Expo. The site is built around False Sreek, a small inlet of English
Bay, and the site borders on the north slde of False Creek, to the
water's end, where Expo surrounds False Creek on three slides. Across
Erom the Expo centre dome 1as the BC Pavillon, and in the middle of the
water is the starting point for the flreworks.

At 10:20 PH a single E£firework annoumnces the oncoming show.
Hundreds of people gather near the waterfront for the best spots. For
those lucky enough to be nearest (though the show can be seen through
most of the clty, and certalnly 1s vislible from any part of £the Expo
slte-—-the silght Erom the alr cars 1= especlally breathtaklng), it
becomes evident that the fireworks are axpertly set to music. The music
slows, and ¥or a time the fireworks subside. Now the crowd shifts Ilts
eyes towards the top of the BC Pavlillion bullding, where a laser beam
Erom the Expo centre dome ls carving out light images on the top of the
wall. We see a man walking, a boat, a horse-drawn carrliage, a train, a
car, a plane, the space shuttle. Then the Expo "86 inslignla flashes up,
and the sponsor, Kodak, shows its logo. Themn the drums announce the
start of the Expo song "Something's Happening Herel™ And the Efireworks
blaze for another twenty minutes, until the music and 1llghts reach a
smashing crescendo. ..

I sure wouldn't want to have lived within a mile of 1k, but It's
fantastic from up close.

The pavillons close at 10, but the site remalns open unitl 12, and
the nightllfe sectlon untll long after. It's nearly 11:30 when Man and
I pass HZ0 UFO for the last time, on our way to the nlghtclubs. There
are still chlldren playlng there.

] EAST, YOUNG MAN] |
BEETHOVEN Maeairo-Tur | give up. Where?

Ear-Mom Treachery is aways

i ewarded. Yours is not far away
d . Par-Maeatro Nice 1o have XL back & o oee.
contuved frem p. 17 Maeatro-Par | give up. Where? EM=ARK VOw've never hasn further

Tar-GM: Mitch would get alot more Oh, sorry, stil trying to out what from the Mid-A tiantic ;
letters and even some orders if yol Turkey's Mm Eax-Con: Sorry, you weren't
would print his address correctly Dﬂﬁiﬁal‘i'i‘l!Ei bebevable
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FINAL RESULT: FOUR WAY DRAW (E/G/F/1), AUSTRIA Sth, ITALY Gth, RUSSIA 7th (eliminated)
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Berlin 6 6 6 & & 6 6 —Fall 1902 read judicated due ko GM er-
Kiel & &8 &8 8 &8 6 6 ror.
Munich &8 F &8 &8 & & &

—BDitz resigmed but reserved right te
Hoscow R R R T T E E return under IL houserule [2.22].
5t. Petersburg R & R E E E E
Sevastopal R T F % T 0 ¥ ==Serbia vas neubral (!) wnkil Mestria
Warsav R R R R E & & retreated there aflter Fall 1904°
hakara I-T T X &K ¥ --Somaer 193 to Spring 1906 was played
Constamtinople | S S G N G | by flyer.
Seyrma ¥ 7.0 ¥-0 1

~~hustria WMRed in Fall 1905 and Spring
Budapest A A A A A A A 1906, Due to &M error no stand-by vas
Trieste A A A A F & A called after the first WHR. Players
Vienna A A A A A F A wvempinformed of their right ko complain

if they Telt the game result alfected
Haples I & 3 &ag:1 1§ by the error--no cosplaints Rave been
Rose I ¥ & .¢ B B1 yek received by the GM.
Vemice 1 1111 F

—Fimal wote on the 4-way draw propesal
Brest F F F F F F F was 3 yes, O no, 2 NWR i WM, 1 sent
Marseilles F F F F F F F orders but mo vote. Mo wole coumted as
Paris F F F F F F F a TES.
Belgium M 6 6 B B B B
Bulgaria ¥ T 1T 17T 1T 01 1
Demmark M 6 68 6 68 6 6 Rumania NoOA
Breece A A AT T T Serbia L
Holland N 6 6 6 6 B 6 Spain nr
Mor vay M E E E E E E Sweden "o
Portugal " F FF F F T Tunis LI
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No.17

GERMANS UNDER FIRE FROM ALL SIDES

jirance closes up Medditeranean

W- 2 %

The Playvers:
(ERGiAND _ EICH :
Mitch Nageler i
: n A A A
CHZ Ipiinger Aue S NN N
8c P AT

akier Spring 1906

EM:-Bruce Meintuyre. 6151 Winch St, Bumaby BC, CANADA, USE 24 (phone 68d4.-293-2382)
HEXT DEADLIME: NMoon, P3.1.. Fridoy June &, 1987.

Orders & Press:

B ERHONEN
Autumn 1905 Retreat:
ITURKEY: A Ukr r Rum
| Winter 1905 Adjustments:
IGERMANY: + A Kie
{TURKEY: -A Con
|AUSTRIA: + A \Vie, A Tri

Spring 1306 Orders:
'ENGLAND (Mitch Wageter):
|  FNth-Den, F Bal 5 F Nth-Den,
'F Lon-Mth, F Bar C A Edi-StP,
A Edi-StP, F Nrg C A Edi-51P,
A StPLva

GERMANY (Mike Barno):
A Ukr-War, A Ber S A War-5i,
A War-Sil, AMos S A Ukr-YWar,
A Kie-Men
TURKEY (Alan Stewart):

& Gal-Si, ~1imn,
A Rum S A Sev, A Sev 5 A Rum,

EAeg-on, Flon-Tun,

AUSTRIA (Robert Acheson):
ABudS fr AGal | movig),

A Mun-Rub, A Tyr S A Tri-Ven,

A Ven-Tas, A Vie-Boh, A Tri-Ven,

E_Adr-Apu
ITALY (Melinda Holley):

A Mar H, A Rom 5 A Nap-Apu,
A Nap-Apa

FRANCE (Steve Cooley). ¢
A Bei-Bur, F Whe Cly,

A Bw-Gas, F MAD-Por, F Eng-MADO

rhEss:

GM: Mitch's address has changed--

see the map for defails. He doesn’t

know his postal code yet, but that

shouldn’t deter Canada Fost from

getting your letters to him within a few

Tur-Ger: OK, let™s see what you can

do o me as an encore.

Iur-Eng | hope your friends have left

vou something to do.
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-excelgsior
Other Games

Where are the other games? Good guestion. Let"s go through the llst:

ALBINONI ls over. Congratulations are extended to B8ill Shlrley,
Plerre Touchete, Melinda Holley and Ron Krukowski for thelr exclting
4-way draw. I'm golng to miss trylng to fligure out where Ron's roving
French army ls golng to jJump next.... Thanks also to Paul Mllewskl and
Bob Acheson, who helped out by taking stand-by positions through to the
end. And what can I say about Lucky Plerre: he got Charles Arsenault's
position just in time to get credlt for the draw. Bravos lady and
gentlemen!

BEETHOVEN ls the only game in the zine this time. I hopey'all llke
the map, and especially the work I've done on making 1t readable.
Deadline there ls June 12.

COPLAND has been held over by player regquest to May 15.

DEBUSSY, Mltch Wageler's game, is recovering from a bad time which
perhaps is somewhat my fault for belng rather lrregular during the time
XL was in limbo. As a result, HMitch 1s replaying a portion of his game.
Detalls will be lnside the envelope when I get them from Mitch tomorrow.

ELGAR has a deadline of May 15S. Damn, gotta £ind a way to staggerc
these international games. For those of you who asked about the order
of GM removals, that is printed in XL#15, p. 9, houserule (2.14]. The
first French unit to be removed will be F MAO, then A Bur, then A Plc.
If Charles MMRs, lt'll be F Alb £irst, A Ser second, A Vie third. But
Charles won't NMR this time, unless he flies here and steals hils orders.

FAURE ls the victim of a goof-up. I forgot to change all of my
address flles, and consegquently Jerry Falkliner doesn't even know that XL
ls In print yet. Sure I would have mailed him a copy !mmedlately, 1f it
hadn"t taken four weeks to get back here marked "moved™. Wonders never
cease when you talk about Canada Post.....

CGREGORY ls the next regular Dip game. HANDEL ls the Internmatlonal
one offered flrst as compensation for the ELGAR flasco folsted upon us
by Jeff Albrecht. IVES will be the name of the wvarlant Selsmlc
Diplomacy game. (See p. 7-8) And that's about 1lt!

_;j Fvi—=-9 wvolume of sphere = 4Wr?  (r=radius)
cylinder=LTr*  (L=length) _
-~ \ spherical cap=NA(3risAl)/6 Lrom 9. 19 e
r 3 (A=Altitude) e //'
J_GL \ Length=6, Altitude=r-3, -3, by diogrem
\, ) m:rg Cyinder= -9 i
Vﬂulﬂ:{ﬂjﬂ &—ﬂ:lllm - ':m

\ AT RO o) 2N X3 -3¥)/6)

=36 ’ DIPGAB contlnued

perleod in Ottawa, drove to Montreal, and found the game still on, but I
didn't ask.)

When the fourth OT started, 1t was 10:40 here. In Washington 1t
was twenty to two. Harry Neale opened the perlod with a brllliant
comment: "Here we go Ilnto the ninth game of this best-of-seven series.”

Then the inevitable happened. Kevin Dineen skated down the right
slde, and faked a shot. This froze Caps defenseman Rod Langway £for a
second, and Dineen skated past him, around the net, and tock a shot.
T:vln Hatcher blocked the shot, and the puck slid out to the blue

ne...

««-.Where Pat LaFontalne, skating back to cover, caught 1t, and
blasted a turn-around slap shot which Washlngton gecalle Bob Mason never
saw.

It was four minutes to eleven. Four minutes to twe in Washington.
If anyone was still up in Newfoundland, 1t was 3:26AM.

I looked at Nan. She looked

We decided to order a pizza. #A(‘_.E 18
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I was astonlshed at the number of responses for the puzzles I printed on
the malling cover last time. I'll have to announce the winners next
time, because I haven't time to go through them all te £flgure out who
won, but as I recall most who entered got 5 or 6 out of 6, but a lot of
people are golng to lose polnts simply for not indicating how they came
to thelr answers.

What I can do now is print the answers. Before that, 1I'l1l credlt
these problems, as many of you have probably suspected, to Hartin
Gardner, from his books on recreational mathematics, which consist of
articles from hils Eformer Mathematical Games columnas In Scientific
Amer ican magazine. I reworded most of them, and ln a few cases this
turned out to be a mistake. I won't repeat the gquestions here, just the
answers.

l. Deal counterclockwize from the bottom of the deck. Everybody
got 1t, though some were a bit vague. If I were a real jerk, 1I'd take
off a polnt for "deal backwards.™

2. Zero. This is more a trick guestlon than a puzzler: I expected
the next number to be In the four to Elve diglt range, and gave up
without trylng, only to feel like an i1dlot when I saw the anawer.

3. The number is 6,210,001,000.

4. D.K. Im trylng to word the problem dlfferently under time
pressure, I Eorgot that there aren't any bears at the scouth pole. LE
you forget that slip, the answer is yes, any point x divided by pl, plus
one,; where x is a positive integer; miles from the South Pole.

5. The orliginal author was lncapable of tranalating the £flrat two
footnotes inte Cerman, but gulite capable of copying the second footnote,
substituting only the number 3 for the number 2.

6. The traln to Brooklyn arrives one minute (or so) before the
traln to the Bronx arrives. Thus, he only goes to the Bronx 1f£ he gets
there just after the Brooklyn train leaves.

7. The way to plcture this one wvas as follows. (3 points off -for
guessing without reasoning.) At any point In time the Efour bugs will
occupy the four corners of a sgquare which rotates clockwlse and shrinks,
though the centre remalns in place, We can therefore use relative
movement to reason that each bug travels exactly ten lnches; =since the
sguare orlginally had sides of ten Inches. {(Imagine not the centre
flxed In place, but one of the corners fixed while the square shrinks
and rotates.)

I almost gave Steve Hutton, whe polnted gout that 1f the bugs were
all gay, they would crawl towards the bug on the opposlte corner: A
towards C, and B towards D, for a dlastance of 5 times the sguare root of
Ewo. Almost..... but not quite... gave hm a bonve,

8. To solve this with algebra, you had to know the formula Eor a
spherical cap, as twice thls plus the volume of the cylinder must be
subtracted from the volume of the sphere. Amazingly enough, all the
complexlty of the eguation you start with cancels out to 36pl (see
preceeding page). Unfortunately, the book dildn't show the Intermediate
steps, and after several tries I got clese to but not bang on 36pl. 8o,
the first person who can solve that below,

' | wins $1.00 worth of sub credlt.

There's another way of solving the problem. Assume that the
problem wouldn't be glven unless there was only one solutien. So, 1lf we
assume the six inch long hole took nothing out of the sphere, we find
that thls Indeed takes place when r=3. This makes the wvolume of both
the spherlcal caps and the cyllnder zero, leaving the entlzre sphere.
Plugging three into the spheres formula gets 36pi.

Free time
:-lj

= ?'?Lr?r—}gt'
E S=== Page 19
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HOUSEKEEPING

The sectlon marked "Sub Warnlngs"™ has been discontinued. You'll £1ind
that 1f the number after the dellar sign isn't positive, your sub will
tend to expire real gqulck lf you don't do something about 1t.

Welcome Lo:
Jacgues Belanger, 985 1/2 Malnguy, Ste-Foy PQ, Canada G1V 385
Jeff Zarse, 1 N. Stonegate, Lake Forest IL, USA 60045

Jacques Belanger, Jeff Zarse. Jeff, I'm sending your check back In
hopes that we can trade, OK? O0Oh yesl Gary Coughlan, who sadly has
folded the great EFuropa Express, sent $5.00, of which 40 cents gets
added to his sub. I think I'1l1l make him the next Postal Clue wictim....

- : Beb Acheseon, Charles Arsenault,
Jacgues Belanger, Claude Gautron, Paul Mllewskl, Cralg Reges, Blll
Shirley, Alan Stewart, Plerre Touchette. Want in or out? Just ask!
Stand-bys play for free--including theilr subscription. If you're called
here, you will recelwve one free lssve of X[ tacked onto your sub Eor
each season you played, lncluding holdovers, provided you do not drop.
Could use lots more stand-bys. Chances are |f you sign up, you'll be in
a game (and consequently recelving X[, for free) soon, because I've used
most of the above in the games already.

GREGORY: (6-week deadllnes): Don Wagner. & needed. Flrst
prlu:lty to new X[, subbers. $3.00 gamefee + subscription.

HANDEL: (9-week deadline= minus one day, seven natlon, no
stand-bys, Britlsh system of season comblination): I can see the ELGAR
game |s belng unbalanced, so this 1s £free ©to all remalning ELGAR
participants and there is room for one American player. Mancy Hurrell
has asked to GH this one. We have soms strict rules whereby this would
be the case, including the "one day before my games™ rule, which
explalns the unusual fregquency.

IVES: (6-week deadlines). Seismic Diplomacy. Do not under
any cilrcumstances until you've read pages 7-8. $3.00 gamefee, but 1t"1ll
be woxth 1lt.

Superbourse: Anyone can enter at any time, rules straddled betwixt
XL#6-T7. I didn't mention this earlier, but this ls now an flyer as |Iit
takes up too much space.

Stand-bys called: Nobody needed in BEETHOVEN, and since that's the only
game adjudicated this time (see p. 18 for why)that's 1t. HMitch tells me
he needs Cralg Reges to stand-by for Italy in DEBUSSY.

Address Changes:

HMike Barmno, 514 E. Washlngtom #1, Madlison WI, USA 53703

Mitch Wageler, 2012 Springer Ave., Burnaby BC, about two short milles
from X[ headguarters.

Cralg Reges tells me his address i=s 16W761 White Flnes (not Plains) Rd.,
Bensenville IL, USA 60106

-
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