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No. 2

excelsior
DIRECTORY

EXCELSIOR #2 FPublished March 10th in Vanéouver BC CANADA
Page Contants
1 Another great cover hy Patricia Post! At this time, I don't

koow for certain whether there will be a postal strike, but it
doee look better than it did when I asked her to do a "Postal
Strike" cover. If there is any posaibility of a strike, I shall
delay mailing your copy uantil I get to LepreCon next weekend,

2 Iirectory and stuff.

3 In Case of Emergency, try Memphis...

I My Fesuds with Canada Post... -
2

&

DipGab, or "¥You mail out 400 copies of somethin' yer bound to
gel gomeothing back," ‘
ALBINIONI gamestart amd intreoductions alli arocund.

7-8 My Move/Your Move-now let me make this perfectly clear.
g9-14 CONFERENCE CALL #9
9 Spring 190l in DIALTONE, and BEARPIECE startsupl!
10 . AREACODE-Fall 1904 in the "Russia ve. the world" game
11 BOOTH-Spring 19035, in the "McIntyre micsed his build!"™ game
1z CORDLESS=Fall 1902 in the "Tyrolian People's Army" migadventure
13 Ideas for the CC NHL Playoff Hockey Poal.
14 Report on MitchCon I and invitation to MitchCon IXI, and more
15-16 Most of the Post
17 Quiz resultsa.
18 The Excelsior Basehall League—a pool for baseball widowS...
19 Round One, the quarteriinals of the Al Zine Poll Knockout Tourmy
=0 Excelslior's nomination for the Dave Carter Award.

And there it 18: Excelsior numher two, which amazingly enough now looks
aa though it shall be ocut on time. Boy am I looking forward to having
only &0 or so¢ to collate and stamp...

1t may cgccur that your copy has an American stamp on it. No, I have
not moved, 1've just decided that with the Canuck Postlies thinking picket
glgns, I wight be bhetter off malling them from LepreCon, even if that
would make them four days late...

Let me make the monsy side of things perfectly clear~for Canadians
it is three 1lssuea for two dollars, and cheques are welcomed. For Amer-
icana (listen closmely now} it ims SIX American dollars if paid in cash,
geven 1f by cheque, for ten issuea, My bank isg not appreciative of Amer-
ican money four some strange reason. American cheques are reduced by a
dallar by discrimiocatory procedurea thai certainly would shock most de-
cent folk. I don't mind the American casi-—since I can use 1t at cons
aﬁd vieits, but I can't afford paying for cheques, or, if you prefer,
checks. ..

Overseas it's a dellar an issue, Don't worry about exchange rates;
whatever the Bank declares your cheque {please don't send casn) to be
worth here, 1 shall divide by a dollar, round up, and figure it from
there,

Diplomacy gamefees are 3 a game. ¥Your money. Overseas free. we
Si1ll have a few openings.

Diplomacy is a game invented by Allan B. Calbamer, and copyrighted by
Avalon Hill. Non-game activitiea have nothing to do with them,
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—exeelsier No. 2
INn Case of Emergency , Try Memphis

At this time {(March 2, 1985, the absclutely ludicrous hour ot % AM), 1 am
just starting the massive job of typing XL #2. It was, perhaps, a bit of
an eriror having the time between the first and second issues be just four
weeks, put I'm determined to get the 2ine out on time if at all possible.

Sipnce I can't predict the future, even just seven days ahead, let me
try to inform you on what may or may not happen to XL in the next weei.

First off, Canada FPost (oo relation to Patricia) is talking strike.
Thus our cover, thus maybe the LONG delay in getting to you.(Is it July
already?) With regards to labour strikes and the Canadizsn Postal Service
(using that word extremely tentatively), we've three problems, First is
ihat ocur posties, having done so once before quite successfully, bel ve
that they have the right to strike, completely ignoring people like me
who argue that the mails must go on, and that they don't, Second, they
have divided up their union into two groups-inside and cutside workers.
Seemsa to me this is simply a gloy to make sure that the government must
negotiate twice each time a comtract comes up, in effect making it doub-
ly probable that a strike will occur, The third problem is by far the
most Berioua-postal strilkes here have a tradition to keep up: 1 predict
a. seriouws postage rate lncrease. Last time they hit us for thirteen ex-
tra cents immediately, arnd two more about four months later, for in-Can-
ads mail. This time Ghod-only-—-knows...

The flrst day that they can legally {if your philosophy-politics can
live with that) go out is March 12. Needless to =say,this is bau for XL,
which gets mailed March 1}, and will probably still he baffling some mor-
on wondering when he can take nis holidays, when they decide te shut down,

S0, you ask, where does Memphis coms in? Well, in an attempt to
stay calm despite impending doom, I called up Gary Cocughlan this morning.
(It probably wasn't morning for Gary, but that's Pacific Standard Time
for you.} I will he malling Gary a four-page issue of XL until the
strike is over, from Pt. Roberts (that peculiarity on the very northwest
corner of Washington, conmected to the continent only by Canadian land,
but nonetheless American tkrough and through.) to keep you informeaq. e
agreed to talk about it at LepreCcen, which somehow Gary is going to at-
tend. 1 will try to be sure that all XL subbers recieve a copy of EE,
or at least the subzine by itself. This should not pose a seriaous prob-
lem, as many of you are subbers to EE already.

Your subscription money will be kept in my account, I'm afraid, for
the duration of the strike, but if it lasts long enough, I may add an is
sue or two to your subk. The subzine in EE will cost you nothing. If &
miracle happens and I get a game started this issue, it will of cougse
have to be delayed, despite the subzine in EE. I won't be able to get any
maii, remember? I will try to remember to send Canadian subbers a copy
of whatever appeared in EE once the mails are going again. aAnd I will
attempt to contact the other Canmadian publishers to find out about their
plans for the strike. 1'11 pass those along too... _

A Taw other things have come up other than the postal blackmail. A
fellow named Bernard Fernandes is trying to torn me into a professional
Carribean musician. In three hours I shall be demonstrating to him how
long it has been since I played the tenor saxophone {"great, mon'" will
invariably be the response) and Bernard will try to teach me the intrica-
cies of Trinidadian rhythms, probably with little success. The concert
is this Friday, a day that I should have kept free for XL, but I forgoct.
So Saturday wmorning may find me typing like a madman, with a hangover to
boot. Sigh...

(] —f = ST e T s AP _
-3 F T

J_1 1]
=¥

44
-

h
P Yalf




—excelsior No. 2

My Feuds with Canada PosT

( From the Hitch Hiker's Guide, entry: Earth history)

"It was most unfortunate that a lunatic named Davglas Adams not on-
1ly successfully forecasted the end of the Earth long btefcocre it happened,
but put it all into a best selling book. Somehow he knew that forty-two
was the Answer to the Ultimate Juestion of Life, the Universe, and Every-—
thing, but ne hedged on what the actual question was....")

How many times must we put up with this crap??

Oh, I know, I know-this one if indeed it does occur, will only be
numiber two (forty more to go) but Canada Post's walkouts have a history
of being my own personal Voice of Doom.

Should this one go ahead as rumoured on Mzrch 12th, it will be dis-.
astrous in all likelyhood for XL. I wiil do my best to make sure pecple
remamber us (at present a smallish band of eighteen, but growing rapidily
as people send in their praises) after the sirlke, but the longer the s
strike, the poorer the cutlook. Anyway, let me say this: if the dispute
does not show signsg of clearing up by the end of March, I shall not start
on #3,instead appearing in Europa Express, as a subzine. If you live »
outside Canada, and do not get EE, you will recieve the first lssue of
EE in which X, appears free. ( I hope there won't be a second issue,
thaugh I'm sure the EE hospitality will be well recieved.} If however
it looks QO.K., ITll start on #2 on April lst-so expect #3 to be late
etther way.

I sure wish I didn't have to do all this, but it could be—and has
been——wOorse.

In April of 1982, long hefore I .antered The Hobby, 1 was younger, more
energetic, and madly in love { and vice versa) with a wonderful girl I
met in high schocecl. It was in April that she informed me that she would
be going on a four-month trip with a military band during the summer.
It was no April fool, but we were certain that the time away from one
angther would do us good, and pose no problem to the relationship, Un-
foertunately, this didn't happen.

That summer, I made three bad mistakes. The first was enrolling
for a Math 100 course. The problem with this was that the college had
found an ingenious way to cram six months of work into five weeks. Tao
malte matiers worse, 1 was enrolled alsec 1n a similar first-year computer
programming course, which got rather better treatment for f{we reascns: 1
was much more interested in a PASCAL program to arabicize Roman numerals
than T wasg in the derivatives of the trigonometric functions. Also, I
met a freindly young ilady in the more social computer class.

That proved to be the second mistake.

Halfway through the term, a week passed without a lestter. My com-
puter-class friend assured me that nothing was wromg, though I'd been
recieving two a week up until then, when ancther week passed without a
letter, I began to neglect my calculus homework. Then a third week
Passed, and I started the time-honoured practice of assuwming Tthat some
terrible tragedy had taken place, and working the details ocut from thers,
f 4and T began to depend on my computer-class friend to keep me going. e

became good, then better friends, and thea one day I detected a crush on
her amongst my confusion-riddied brain. I whistled my way into the kit-
chen to find twg letters from Hszlifax. I opened them apprehensively.
The first contained a lot of other excuses for not writing. The
sacond contained the real reason, an apology, a beg for forgiveness, and
. necklacs.
Then I made mistake number three: I sent a Lerrible, vengeful, of-

I fensive, awful letier hack, I think there was some kKind of 'contractt,
but I'm sure that the biggest mistake (other than mailing it} was @end-
ing the necklace back with a note about not being able to wasr a bSribe.
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It was then, with immzaculate timing, that Canada Post decided to Ln-
tercede, First they made damned sure that the "black letter' got to its
destination.

Then they went on strike.

The strike effectively kKillied any recopncillation opportunities, I
remember two phone calls: one in which I ignored most of what was belng
sald, and another in which we did our best to show that each other was
tat fault', whea in fact the blame was probably rather egusai, and in any
case 1rrelevant.

Heedless to say, the whole thing broke up in late August. The re-
union didan't, and I lost touc¢h with my computer-class friend.

But I have not lost touch with my 'ex': we're still freinds, and
we'lre even co-operative. She doesgs covers [o0or Excelsiol.

At least until the next postal strike....

DipGab

Look at all this space. 0.K., how abcocut a hobby news column, then. I'm
getting s0 much mail laiely, that I feel confident te talk about the
hobby as though I khnow something about it,.

Kelth Sherwogpd sent me a sample of The Inner Light, with a covering let-
ter saying some very nice things about XL. In_Tik#5, there was a plug
for XL, which I don't rememher asking for, so I'11l return the favour.
Til is, despite Keith's disclaimerse, a first rate zine., The article on
extending the Beatles into the early 70s was one of the best things 1I've
read in gaite a while. I urge you all to make this zine a high prigrity,
youfll he glad you did. Keith's address is 8866 Cliffridge, La Jolla CA,
UsSA 92037. One warning: you hafta know yer prime numbers...s

BRUX Linsey has sent out Runestone ballots, and whiie they were too late
for me to get in this issue, J1'll be making room next time. I urge you
to vote in thies polkl dezpite what you hear to the contrary. It appears
that Brux's enemies are going to be on the logkout for any screwups from
Brux, go if you want to make it more complicated for him, send in another
vote that he'll have to process, I feel certain that this will be a

good year for the Poll, despite the controversy indirectly affecting it.

And that sort of talk brings me to Ed Wrobel, who sent me a letter which
patiently tried to explain 'what was so wrong with Bruce Linsex' He de-
cided not tec sub, and the clear implication was that my editorial had
made that decision for him. I'm very sorry that bhad tc happen, Ed,. Put
I wonder what Steve Hutton would make of your letter, what with the num-
erous claims of things Linsey is purported to have done, without proof.
Would you mind terribly much 1f I sent a copy to him? By the way, there
were many parts of tha copy of Feudesse that I liked very much-for ex-
ample, the first part of Eob QOlsen's letter of Nov. 14 1984 was hilarious
satire! But I find that I have neither the energy nor the desire to
Fight with you over cur differences. Can't we jueset agree to disagree?

Qops-that almost looked like NFA's Fighting Werds section, 1f you want
to know the details of feuds, with comment unedited from both sides, NFA4
is well into the battles. At least until Steve Hutton goes broke. Last
issue Went 120 pagea..-

Oh yes....

I recieved a postcard from a fellow named Mr Pay A. Visitto (99l San
Benito, College Static Tx, USA 77540) who wants to get into a game —al-
Lthough I must admit that he only would require the game page —without
any monetary cbligation, He claims he'll be going to ded China, Incia,
and perhaps Scoviet Uabeckistan ("Hubh?'"} in an attempt to get into XL's
prestigious international game for f{ree. well, I never towugnl 1'da say
Ehis in XL, to anyone, but I feel 1 sihould tell this iaiot aff. 508 D.cl.
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execelsior
GAMESTARTS

It is with great pleasure that 1 announce XL's first game opening. It
didn't look promising for awhile, but tocday (deadline day) I got two
more entries! So, here it ia:

ALBINTONT GM:Bruce MclIntyre dine: Excelsior Diplomacy. Monthly dline

Player Preference Country Address
Charles Arsenault GEAFIRT GERMANY 449C St.Kevin #7,Montréal wuébec,
("Chariy lst') CANADA H3T 1HS ph. 3541~-3516
Kevin Brown REFIATEG RUS5S8IA 100 Patton Dr.,Warner Robbhins GA,
USA 31093 ph. Sla2-9235-54L77
Michael J. Ditz AEFGITR AUSTRIA 57Y85 Danubhe day #C, Orlando FL
USA 32807 ph, Z205-275-0670
Stephen J. Dycus IATFEGR ITALY 3450 Koring Rd., Evansville IN
{("Steva) USA 47712 ph. 81l2-963-9006
Meliinds Holley TIFAEGR TURKEY P.C. Box 2Y93, Huntington WV
UsSa 25727
Ron Krulkowski TFIAGER FRANCE 5339 W.Eddy, Chicago 1L, USA 60641
h., 312-282-2257
111 Shirley KAXXALAK ENGLAND 15 Main St. Yarmouth N3, CANADA

B5A 1J9 ph. 742-9768

Friday March 5th is the Spring 1901 deadline, and if you try to get me
on ‘the phore, the dealline for that is 12:01 AM. If I get three wvotes
for a deadline extension, I shall reluctantly do sc. Good luck!

Charles Arsechault is a Montéal pubber who has connections with the Euro-
pean hobby. He'sin Physics Engineering at the University of Montréatr (1
assume you mean Laval, Charles¥)ls...Kevin Brown calls himself an 13 year
ald WAS {as oppoused to a WASP), which is also rather more accurate for
myself. He is in six games now, having broken into the hobby with the
Mensa group in 1982....Michael J. Ditz, by way ¢of introductiocn, calls
bimself "The Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwich King" S0 that's what his
name iS..s.s.3teve Dycus brolte into the hobby about the same time 1 did,
from a background of other PBM games. Steve tells me hefs 33, married,
and slightly overwsight, Ms in ten years?....Il think it would be reasocn~
able tc assume that Melinda Holley 1is in more Diplomacy games than the
entire state of West Virginia combined! Thirty years old and single, she
includes among her other interests embroidery, wmusgsic, history, winter
sports, btowling, and her Diplomacy zine Eebel....Ron Krukcwski w«ill be
doing his bast to make sure I am completely humiliated in Chess (which
won't be tog difficult) and at this time has a higher score than ail
the other entrants of the trivia gquiz combined., He's 28, married, and
has two sons, and lists miniature painting and civil war history books
among his other interests....Bill Shirley says he is 6'2" and about 160
lbs, a fact that disturbs me greatly, for I am both shorter and fatter.
He works in a textile plant in Yarmcuth, and 1s involved in a large numé
ber of games in SK. And there ycu have it, the lineup for ALBINIONI.

We also have a few other loonies who, [or some rsason or other, wish to
play Diplomacy here, .. ‘ .

BEETHOVEN. GM: Bruce McIntyre Gamefee: 33. pEntrants sa tar: Krukowski,
Brown, Holley, achesvon (if you don't pay, you don't get a capital), and
Touchettea, 2 needad, 3 if I don't zet some frostbhitten Canadian buciks
from the NHotorious Horthern Nut.... :

COPELAND, GM: Bruce lFclntyre. International Diplomacy-it i3 guite lisely
that we will have 1% or 2 months betwsen moves. Gamcfee: L3 for ldortn
Americsns, free elsewhere. Sizned up: Charles Arsecnault (CAJADA), fZen
Schilling (USA), S5ean nhcGonigle {New Zealsnd). Four needea—psrhaps L
could get a plug frum dary Coughlan???

Page ©
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execelzior
My Move/ Your Move

Many of you { well, not that many..)} have written co ask for the rules of
games 1n this competition., I™m not tooc great at writing out sach rules,
preferring instead to play & learn, but I shall give it a try.

CHESS: 1 simply don't have enough space to explain Chess, but this does
not mean that it is difficult to learn how to play the game. I would sug-
gest picking up a copy of Bobby Fischer Teaches Chess, the #est ( and
probaboly the cheapest) Chess primer ever written., [ don't remember
whether or not it &ontains an explanation of notation, but I do remember
that 1t has an easy-to-follow 'how tc play Chess' part, followed by a sSer-
ies of graded problems. Highly recommended to all Chess novices,

OTHELLO: Each disc-shaped piece is white on ogne side and black on the
other. The object is to have more pieces your-ceolour-up when all possible
rlays have been made, (Usuaglly this cecurs when the board is full and all
the discs have heen used, but it can occur before that, and ends the game
if it should happen.} Each turn consists of placing a disc (with your
colour up) so that it traps one or more of the opposing pieces between a
riece of yours already on the board and the played piece, Each piece
thus ttapped (the Othello term is "cutflank") is flipped over to your co-
lour. You may trap more than one disc
at a time, in all 8 directions. {(As you
can- see, by placing a disc at square A,
the o player can trap the nine x discs,
and then turn ali of them over tc the

o colourd) You must play to a space
which gives you at least one legal cap-
ture, or you lose your turn,until such time as you can do so. Oh, the
initial position is two White discs at 45 & ey, and two flacks at di & eh.

PENTE: I once deacribed PENTE in one sentence, thus:

On a 19x19 board, onto which pieces are played alternately to points
(not squares), starting with the center peint as the first move, two
players attempt to attain either of two objects: to successtully place
onto the board a Fente (five pieces 1m a row arthagonnally or diagonnally)
or to capturae, Othellc-style, five pairs of pieces, the rule stating that
only rairs may be captured in this way.

The Tournament Rule mentioned appllss only to the player who plays
first {ME). &hat the Tournament Rule does is i1t makes going second easier
-—the rule is that my second move must be three points away from the cen-
tre. Ho further restrictions apply.

The Pente notation I 1like is this: for each move, you start fr.m cen
tre, then count squares until you rezch the one you want, using the nota-
tion U,D,L, and R for up, down, left, and right. Captures are indicated
by enclosing the move in asterisgks, The centre is O, and the left-right
move is usually indicated first, thus U?7R4, would be seen as R4UT. But
I don't care what path you find to the right spot, something like the ra-
ther unusual LARFULR2D3US would ke reluctantiy interpreted to,um - R3U7,
I think, ..

BACK3AMMON: {or Bachgammon, as it was spelled here because of a most wit-
ty typo I decided to leave 1in last issue) I learned my Backgammon from a
book called Backgammon For Blood by a fellow named Bruce Becker. If you
don't know how to play, this small but entertaining book will not only
show you how to play,but also how to win. Even experienced players who
feel that my opening 6=3 move sucks should check out the case Becher
makes for it.

50 much for that; here's wnat happened so far.

CHESS: 1 pr=-Kg, P-Ki QTHELLO: 1. f4, f3 PENTE 1. O, RL
< N-KB3, 77 2., e3, 77 2. L3, 7

o

X

MM O

x
x x x ©
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BACHGAMMOIN: 1. (&6-3) MNP MS y (5-2} NI :
2. (3-2) RU s5U , (6=3) 2% {I'1ll have to gelk new dice...)

These are the resulting positions:

RINIB 2 KIBIN ol
BLee B O]
N2 mZm2 . BN
E'/W%//{’// “ /AV 3 29
Nz %? %;%7 a1 *o®
P P ,ﬂ_,,ﬂP o 0L —j .
//n o b//r 'albleldlie FJ_L h
*-TL._:} J- (you ve rolled 6-3)
¥ 1 iR B! He €J I H VG»FEDCE!F'

! ] | W
i ad .

T IT>hnOnoo

N oF @ R S T VN XK ¥ 2
I was going to print who made the moves, but you know who you are. Next
time anyone who has contributed in bath moves in the same game will get
recognition. Especially if you're losing (unlikely).

It's ¥OUR MOVE.....

PatTerns 11

I am sericus about this, you know. It really is a good game, s0 think a-
bout giving it a try. I have three signed up at the moment, so I tnink
in ail fairnmess we ghould walt another month. I am not geoing to tell
¥You who the players are because I was wonderiang if any of you agree with
cne letter I got,in which the possibility . of alliances came up. Please
let me know if you'd prefer to play it Sunboat style, not knowing the
names of the other players; a style which makes the psme less interesting
to foliow, but at least takes cut that unfortunate posaivility. I my-
gelf don't gquite see how such an alliance would worik, but I can see far
enough to «now that there is the possibility of their hurting the game.

——— Page 8




Vancouver’s finest PhoneZine

March 10 1985

conference call

Issue no. 9 by Bruce MCIntyre

DIALTONE:

SERBIA UP FOR GRABS

Italians exploit new Austrian opening

DIALTONMNE poswl DIALTONE loony list
3
GM : Bruce Mclnbtyre 299-233<
: 253-6344
ENG: Klaig Morton Sdu=3364

GER: Mischa Sandberg 298-u71d
.4 RUS: Laurie Mcllvena S522=-9132

TUR: Greg Jansen 294-3126
AlUS: Randy Davis S81-6964
ITA: Bruce Waddell LA34-6525

FRA: Jophn Coaper a¥6~-3396

] GM: Normally I'd put the nane
of the openings with the or-
deres, but Mischa Sandberg has

L}
e A
R my copy of Richara Sharp's
2 bocik tnat I use for that pur-
- Poge.
= Tt

\T,.u.....':.\ Ko retreats tnis time,
1] Deadline for Fall iluyul is at
cr Z:09PM, Thursaay 21 March.
BIALTONE SPFRING 19C1 ORLDERS. GM: Bruce Meclntyre Zine: Conference
Call

ENCGLAND r Edi-Nrg, F Lon-Nth, A Lpl-Yor

GERMANY F Kie-Dan, A Ber-Kie, A Mun-Bur

RUSSIA F_Sev-Bla, A Mos-Ukr, A War-Gal, F StP-GoB
TURKEY A Can-Buzl, A Smy-Arm, F_Anx-Bia

AUSTRIA A Bud 5 A Vie-Gal, A VYie-Gal, F Tri-Alb
ITALY A Ven-Tri, A Rom-Ven, F Nap-Ion

FRANCE 4 Mar—-Bur, A Par-Pic, F Bre-MAC

PRESS:

Operateoy: Cnce again we have a violent press war, started by all seven
powers refusing to say anything to one another, leaving poor 0ld Opera=-
tor to uge his admittedly poor and often-inaccurate powers of clalrvoy-
arnce, to exfain the goings on to the common san, Aside from Lthe amazing
Balkan State Lottery {cr, who's going wherei?), we've some otner inter—
esting happenings. The age of the German wimp 1s over, as [lnally we
see a German player challengimg fussia's right to Sweden. #1111 rkngland
be tempted by the appetizing sight of the vacant Low Countries? Jill
there be more fighting in Burgundy in the Fall? For the answers to
these and cther guesticons, make sure your subscription to €€ reaches me
today.

CUONFERENCE CALL #9 by, for the most part,druce Melntyre, but with in-
creasing Aelp ( if you call it that; by Grant Fraser.

CC is stiitl a zine for Vancouver arcea PHPhone games, anc is not about
to fold, no matter what BRUX or G.F. thinks. S50 there. huh?




fconference call*

Russia withering away?
Revolutionaries uncoordinated ?

page 1o —.._w

B DX t Fail Q4
AREACODE T the AREACODE asylum
F M :Bruce Mclntyre 299-2382
253-6388
- FNG:S5imon Matthews Q263708
{ GER:Charles Becker 684-0534
' RUS:Denis LaBerge 669-0974
; AUS:3ray McMullin 256-04L4
__.--' ITA:Mark #oloshen 273=426Y
FRA:Mitch #¥agelser 874~ 5605
x

~E i GM: I did my best to avoid
this NMR by Austria. I phodd
E £ N John Reay, who contacted fGray

by radio.

I then waited six

kours for Gray to complete

L

? " ] the trip hcme, Then 1 gave
L } ] LEw s a »
.‘"”"uijF m-'“ﬁ Retreat: AUSTRI~x A Gzl {r Boch
- 4 Vie, OTBE) If Gray does not :
r ! W S T o o make this retreat by the dead
line ¢©f Monday at 11PM, I will
AREACQDE FALL 1904 ORDERS at that time appoint o stambx
GM: Bruce Mclntyre Zline: Comference Call
ENGLAND F Kie 5 (I) A Ber, F_Ska-Swe, F Nth ¢ (F) A Yor-Bel, F Bar 3
A Hwy
GERMANY F Den H, r BaS S8 F Den .- 7
RISETA A_Flo-Nwy, 4 StP 5 A Fin-Nwy, F Swe § {3) F Len,sf Con 5 4 Smy,
A Spy S F Con, A 511-Gal, A War S5 A Sil-Gal, A Rum & & 35il1-3al,
A Ukr 5 A Rum, F Bla 5 A Rum
AUSTRIA has =ment me orders which make no difference ik.the time it bLuok
to type this, so 1t's not an NMR, but it may as well be. A Gal®*
H, A Bud H, A Ser § {1) F Bul, F Aeg 5 (I) F Bul
ITALY £ Ion-gMe, F Adr-Ion, F Bul H, A Ber H, A Tyr H, A Ven H i
FRANCE A Bel-Ruh, A Mun S (E) ¥ Kie, A Ber S A Mun, A Yor-Bel, F Eng-
HMAQ, F Nrg S (E} F Nwy, F GouL-TyS
PRESS:

GM: Tuesday 12 March is the deadline for adjustments;

Thursday <1 March

————

—

is the Spring 1905 deadline. 11PM Tues., 3PM Thurs.
Jermany:would like to ghve
warning-don't nobody try Supplies OWNERSHIP OF CENTRES
nuthint? or I might get angry. Avgrria builds
Lon~=Par: Move should have GAME: AREACODE if AGul r OTB.
been A York-Dogger's Bank post - FALL 1904
Lom-{ie: Thanks for the 'Hona- |ENGLANDS TURKEYcor NEUTRALS ¢
tiony Edi<E) € Ank?l Be] (F} F
Operator:0.n. I won't appolnt tpl F- Con JR El.ellngg a‘:
a stand-by for 3ray. I must
confess,your mysteriois press GEHMﬁNV ' . AUSTR A HOI E
releases have me completely Kie (2] E Trl wa(é
baffled. Huh? Mun(T) o Vie M" Por {F‘I) E
' RUSS @ ITALY 7 @ Rumg ) R
gﬁg;'s) r E‘lap T I ger fh i
Oﬂ’l!I} palFY F
Prvoee Melntyre Sev (8 & Sw-rf;}) R
Q11 Wisch 54 Warie r FHANCE?@ Tun @) T
Barmaly, .o Bra (1 ¥
Cicwly VP 21 Mar g F
Par if) F —.__‘

T — R e—
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BOOTH Spring 1903 BOOTH

M Grant Fraeer 291149

A, Mitchell Wageler 874-350%
E. Tor Atrahameen a72-3777
F. Btewe Shamash 684-5788
G. Bruce Waddell 434-5523
T. Denim Laberge 6690974
R. Bruce McIntyre 299-23az
T, Cray MeMullin 266-0444

DEADLINES
Retreats - Tuesday,March 12,
10:00 A M.
Méves — Thureday,March 21,
1130 A M.

GAME NOTES

Fleasma note that there was a
mieprint last issue, Francsa
has 3 supply centrea,

; WINTER 1902 (Retreata &

o .. ;Builds}
In case you haven't figured it out yet,the line GERMANY A Den disbarded
through & unit on the map lndicates the unit haa AUSTHIA +A Tri
to retreat, ENGLAND +& Lon
SFRING CONVDYE MCVES ' MOVES ' MOVES  _. SUPPORTS DTH
190%
ENGLAND F_Rih{d) O A Ton-Hel A-lLoneRsl F-Engwlire FoPeniBie A4 Bel S A Lon-Hol
FRANCE A Bur H F Bre H A Por H
FB338IA F Rwy-Nth A Swe-Nwy # Pum-Ukr F Ska S P Nwy=Nth 3P1

P Bla-Con A Ank S F Bla«Coan
MOVES MOVES MOVES MOATRS SUPPORTS SOPPORTS
ATSTRIA ) A Gal-Rum A Tri-Ven A Ser 5 ¥ Bal F Bul 5 P Gre
A War-Gal A4 Bud-T»i

ITALY F Aeg-Gre A& Gas-5pa F MAD 5 A Gas-Spa A Mar S A Gas-Spa

F Ion 8 F Aeg=Gre
GERMANY F Fol R F Bal H A Mun H A Par H

TURKEY F Smy H A Consd! HF Gre H
SP!1 A Mos wonders why the hell they didn't glve us uniforma!

PRES S
McBruce-Tory Woef!
LONDON=VIENNA: Momrcow told me your oheep are ag ugly as your women.

I've beenn blesged with more space this time garoend (or does Bruce juat
have twice as much room in Conference Call with it's inoreame in gilze?) Either
way I'11 be telling you about the Imminent success of the Conference Call hockey
Poc)l on the next page but first of all,for those who were unable to attend,here
18 what happened at the first face-to-face game of Diplomacy arranged through
thia zine. Thanka gv to Mitchell for the use of his home for the event.

The game was Set for noon February 24 and having been informed of the
poaaibility of side gemea of chess,backgammon,bridgesor maybe even a secomd game
of diplamacy because of the enthusfaam fer this game,T was adwvised to get there
early if T really wanted to play Diplomacy. I areivad,therefore,promptly at
12:15 to be greeted by four people. Mitchell's wife scon left us to our Insanity 0
and Simon,who was only there to pilck up the latest iasue of Conference Call,laft J
even Hognelr mgr3ocon as Bruce MeclIntyre arrived. Hew did we manage to get a game
uhderway you may ask, Several emergency phone calls,which resulted Iin,among
Conference Call regulars, the appearance of eternal stand-hy John Reay, who 1s

cont pl3
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Italians,English STRIKE!

English succeed....

oaM |

GM: :Bruce Mclntyre 299=-233-
253-63385
ENG: George Moen 430-5573

GER: Tor Abrahamsen 872=-3777
EUS:3imon Matthews 329-3708

TUR: Steve Shamash oL -5 784
AUS:Arthur Jenking 239~8105
ITA:Don Clancy 876 -6 200

FRA:Charles Becker 68 4~-0534

No one noticed my error lasdt
time, which doesn't excuse me
for making it, but I sure
wish you'd watch a bit closern
at I'm nowhere near perfect.
The mistake was that I ra--

treated Tors FBel for him to
Hol. Luckily, this was what
he agreed to do, so...

SUMMER 1wQZ2

= RUSSIA F BRla r Rum
CORDLESS TURKEY A Bul r Con GERMANY F Bel r Hol
FALL 1902 ORDERS GM: Bruce McIntyre Zilne; Conference Call

ENGLAND F Ska-3Swe, F HNwy-5tPF, F Hth-Nwy, A Lon H

GERMANY 151 Den S (E) F Ska-Swe, F Hol H, A Mun-Ruh, A Sil-Mun, A Ber 3 A
il-Mun -

RUSSIA F Rum 3 A Sev, A Sev § F Rum, A War H, A Mos-StP, F Swe*§ (G)
A Den, A Bul 8

TURKEY A Con~3ev, F Bla C A Con-3ev, F_pank-Con, A4 Arm S A Con-Sev

AUSTRIA A Ser 3 (R) A Bul, F Gre-Ion, A Bud S A Tri, A Tri E,A Vie-T

ITALY A Tyr-Vie, A Ven-Tri, F Ign-Gre, F Apu-adr
FRANCE A Spa-Par, F Eng S5 A Bel, A Bel H, A Bur-Pic
PRESS:

3M: Just g guick reminder-deadlines are Monday 11 March at 11PM for the
ocne retreat (RUSSEIA: F Swe r (Fin, GoB, Ba3, QOTB})} and 24 hours iater

for all adjustments. Moves far Spring 1903 are due I:05PM Thursday 21
March.

England: hates france. Char-—-

les, watch yer backsidell s“ lies OWNERSHIP OF CENTRES
Bel: Mapmawer sends sincere l"' .
apologies to whoever wanls GAME: CORQLESS Russia budde if
them. F Swe r OTR

. . post- FALL 1902

Pig:; I hereby promise to keep

all my promises,and to kesap ENGLANDFTURKE’Y3@NEUTHALS o
Ank (T Be] ¢

11 double-crosses to a EdHe? £ r
o ple  Emor pOe
: Hey, partners! Can we GERMANYS5  AUSTRIAS Gre(pl A
still talk Italy? _er I;g ?l}d:ﬂ: HO' 04?»,%—- ]
. ia (s T &
Adr: The Emp?iorthas just Murs) & vie (Al A P;:-ym] z
Boarded .the fleet... RUSSIA 6 @/DI1TALY +  Rum«l R
Vie: No comment. E‘PSE%’& ng%m ! gg; ?23; E
Jperator: The Tyrolian FPeo- Sevit) A Ven () ¢ Swa (R £
ples Army: attempting to ¥a- WarR) & _ FHAI\IFEE E®DTun 1! !
cate Tyrolia?? I'm telling.. Bre (F\ £ |

Mar ©? F

Par (F) |
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always willing te help Fill up a game but not wanting to commit himself to
something he won't be able to finish,aznd newcomer Dennis McMahon. John, to our
diamay,finda himself with too many responsibilities and has limited time to spend
with othar activities, Some readers may reczll Joln was actually in the first
game of Comfersnce Call for a short pericd while we waited for a-seventh person
te jJoin our hardy group and we are grateful to him for helping us te get things
rolling when they might not have otherwise, Dennta,on the other hand,has no
excuse, Others in attendance that fateful Sunday were BEruce Waddell,Klaig Merton,
and Tor Abrahameen. {Yes,that’'s eight pecple, I'll explain later,)}

After o rousing half game of haarts,we had the counitry assignments near 1:00.
Bruce recelved command of the Auatrian units while France was assigned toc Bruce.
A8 you can see,we had problems right from the onset {that were never truly sclved
to cur satiasfaction) yet we survived. Let's try that again, Melntyre - France,
Waddell - Austria. Meanwhile Tor tcok up a atrategic position ir England and
Dennlis tnhablted the other gide of BPurope,in Turkey. I wasda nominated (or Germany
leaving Italy to the control of Mitchell., Klaig was on his way and would inherit
the rights %c¢ Rugsia from John as scon as he arrived. Thanks to Bruce M's alamm
watch,which was occasicnally even set to go off at the rvight time,we kept to our
fifteen minute deadlines and events went smoothly right up wuntil the conclusion
of Spring 1901, Here it was diacoversd England was commencing a (fake) attack on
France,but Ttaly and Austria were Planmning a (real) attack on Germany,who had
Just agreed with France to a"standesoff in BPurnaby", Turkey was unable to ever get
his moves co-ordinated with others' and was scon reduced to cne unit. Criles of
"the Turkish ramming fleest strikea again"™ were heard throughout the room and we
sheuld have heeded the fire that arose in Bruce W's eyes. It wasa around this time
when the game got interesting amd although I've tried to eort this out for two
woaeka, I never was guite ahle to figure out what happened flrat.

As I recall John was relegatsd to GM duties after Klalg'=s arrival {although
unable to decipher anyeone's handwriting) yet later in the game was back in action
when Klalg had to depart,leaving Dennis to GM. Before departing,however, he was
credited with the second greateat line of the day, While writhing on the floor he
was heard to exclaim "Oh,stabbed...0cohhh,STPERSTABL®. It wasn't until later when
France stabbed England that the ultimate in screaming waa heard. At that time
France's orders were being read out by a neutral entity whom I can't remesmber.
For soms reason Germgny was in Paris and Burgundy at the same time France was in
Eiel and Auhr., (A regular occurrence when Pruce and I play that defies logical
explanation} The orders were Tead out as F Kie~Den,A Ruh-Fur,F Hol S ... (and then

from across the room -) - Floet Kiel ? Does WHATI?]

But it was of noc use. The game wal quickly coming to a close, As Austria mopped
up Russia apnd was turning Eastward, the Augtrian-Italian alliance wam in full forece
at T0 Austrian and 4 Itazlian units. {Nice balance,Mitch} With the taking of
Liverpocl by an untrugtworthy Italian fleet and the announcement that he would
not break his alliance with AuRtria,the game was conceded (although not
upanimously) to Bruce Waddell. Congratulationa,Bruce,but watch out next time. Yes, '
there will be many next times. For thege interested Miich wa® planning on another
game March 17. I suggest you phone him to find out for aure, However,if he has
changed his mind he'll kill me for amouncing this and we will meet at my plaee.

A pleasant time 18 guaranteed for all participants,and =23 preoof I offer you the
knowledge that at no time was reference ever made %o anybody's sexual deviations.
{(For those of you who prefer that zort of thing though,l hawve pictures which may
intereat;yuu.)

Cops. I badn't intended to use that wuch space for the Plplomacy game. Uh,well,
very gquickly,we have lots of support for the hockey poecl and not much time to pget
it organized. 1f we can get another Diplomacy s2me 1n on the lagt day of the
hockey season I muggest we meet then to draft players for the pool., That will he
April 7, The loecation of the draft will depend on exactly who can make it to where
and when, We hawve to get about a dozen people who are normally busy all together
at the game time. Not an easy task but %o give you more incentive to arrange a
good time here are the ideas we'wve come np with for the pool.

The basic ldem i=m 2 peints for a goal and  peoint for an assist. Other ideas
include gpecial =zcoring for special goals such as overtime,or shorthanded and
power play goala, There was alse an idea to encourage drafting of defensemen by
having an alternate scoring method for any player you wish to designate as such. 0
The idea was 2 points for an assist but -3 for a goal thus preventing you from
selecting Gretzky aE a defenseman [maybe). We would also lilke to encourage the

N
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aelection of goaltenders and offer two possible scoring methods, Une 1dea i3
everyene mast pick 2 goaltender and there overall geals against average is
subtracted at the end of f¥he playoffa. This will be good for settling any tles,

A more interesting idea is two give a geoalie 2 pointa for blanking the other iteam
for any one period including evertime. On this idea-should he receive points for
an gvertime period mc short the other team never geta a shot on goal,and what
about graltending changes in the middle of a peried? I suggeat 1If a goalie plays
more than ten mirmtes 'm pericd he is considered to have played the whole period
for our purposes, Other possible ideag are trading players and subetituticons if
one of your players gets injured but the new player only receives credit for what
he does after the subgtitution. The cost tc you the participant iIn thlas event is
a mere two dollars and the prize {I suspect there will only be ones) will have to
be decided upon te be either cash or a surt of door prize. Whatever you want this
poel to be like ie up to youiphone me at 291-8149 and gilve me your votes on all
these ideas, Majority rules. Ho veote,ne complain,

#2 have a game opening here, and what's more, I distinctly remember
announcing as such, but somehow, response nas besen poor,

EARFEICE. GM: Bruce #daddell (ph.L34-65323). §l. Sighned up sa far:
Don Clancy, Charles Becker, Jchn Cooper. Four needad. If youse guys
don't hurry up and sign up for this one, 1 warn you, I'll sign up.
¥You don't want that, now, do you?

Grant has not asked me to inform you of this, but I think somebhody
should make it clear: he disagrees with the notion that players who
NMR shcould have it documented in the reperts. This little bit of in-
formation should help those of you (me included) wondering what the
heli's going on in BOOTH. It may sesven save Grant having Lo answer a
few phone calls, for which I'm sure he will thank me...

My proposal for the hockey pool, tguched upon above but not toc elab-
orately, is this. Every player shall draft twelve players: two goal-
ies, four defensemen, and six forwards. The scoring is as follows:
for goalies, plus twoe for a shutout priod, plus ore for a perioed in
which he 2nly gives up one geal, and minus one Lf he glves up more
than three goals in a period, or gh¥sesup the winnming goal 1n overtima
Ho period is counted unless he was the only goalie for his team in .
that periocd. For defensemen, count two points per asslst, minus thre
for each goal. This is the simplest ratio that will keep it disad-
wvantagecus to nominate dretzky for the defense. Forwards as usual, or
rather as stated above, 2 per goal, 1 per asseist, Trades are 0.K. by
me, as are substituticons in e¢ase of injuries { but what happens 1{ the
injured player is able to return to the lineup later??).

I don't like April ¥ as the draft day, as that will probably be
XL#3 weeokefid. But I shall try to get out on that day...

Let me correct an otherwise good article by Grant avout MitchCon I.
The set of orders that elicited the large-print vesponse (from Tor) was
the French set for Spring 1905 or so0, read out by me{yer Treincly
neighbourhood neutral entity) as A Kie 5 GERMAN (Grant's) F Swe-Den.
{(Den was a supply centre at that time held by Tor) My simple excuss
for this stab was that the English French alliange was going nowhere,
with Tor up to about 8 units, and me wp to my ass with German units,
Unfortunately Tor didn't see things this way, and continued to cali
me names of four legged animals. The trouble with the whole thing
was that when I agreed to support J3rant into Den, I didn't even real-
ize that it would te a stab. And by the time I returned to the map
room, time was up, and ordere were due. Oh well.... I think tnat tie
game was a grealt success, and lots of fun all around. Despite Grant's
generosity, Mitch has just informed me that MitcnCon II wiil take
place Sunday March 17th at €65 EB.2YWth, Jjust off fraser. 1 assume it
wilill start again at noon, but let'ts all try to get there in time, no
latecomers like last time,ehn 7Y (Myself included.) .

Did you notice the new look to CC? (Look again.) I decidea I'ad Rad
enougnl with the Original masters, so I made these new Onos. Tuneir
bast point is that the reducticon will neow arly be G4% insteaa of 58.4
ar so. The only problem L've so far discovered is tnat the map takes
up more room, makling it a close thing to print names and wumbers, aven
with the country names aboreviatad. But at least I no longer gavs Lo
touch up the mastheads, anc reau the oorder lines.,.. 5'8ve,..




No. 2

excelsiom

MosTt of The Post

Leat me start the first XL letter column by saying twoe things. rirst, I
don't intend to edit tou harshly, =0 if you'wve ftime, write me something.
I got a whole bunch of extrapolations on the 'nice zine, sign me up!
theme, and while this is most welcome and heartening, it doesn't make
for an interesting letter column, Second peint is just that: [ did edit
all the praisea for AL this time-—everyone who subibed liked XL, it seems
This of course ie not terrihly surprising, as why would you send money if
¥You hated 1t7? We start with a letter I recieved hefore XL#l D-Day...

ALAN STESART: 1 resad somewhere, I think, that you are thinking of cpening
a zine called Excelsior. Digd you know that accordiog to ¢lassical schaol-
ar Gilbert Highet, "exceleior"™ does not mean M"ever cnward' or 'ever high-
er" or anything of that sort, but “"rather tall®

BM: Rather tall, eh? 1 myself was accused of being tall Lately, by my
landlord, Mr Chang. He and nis wife, whose combined English vocabulary
cf over a thousand words is often replaced by philosophic wisdom which
sounds like "oooocooh™ and "aaaaaaaahV, confronted me at the bus stop
the other day, with the comment that Yyou must be very smart"™ They said
this five timemn before I removad Lthe earphones to find oevt why thsy were
staring at me. I then was told about Mrs Chang's cousin, who apparently
is m8 tall aa I am (about 6'), and la very smart. and I wondered, what
did Confucious have to say about logic??

R.L. HORTON: Vancouvel 1=z wy home town. When winter here gets as bad as
i1t has been, I wish I were back in Vancouver.

BM: Are you sure? 1 had to lug 4000 pounde of XL, through a foot of snow
that fell ino the two hours Lt took to get XL, printed! All the buses in
Horth Burnabhy were dsad, and I very nearly dumped the box in the snow a
few times. WQuite pleasant though now, if you prefer rain.

CHARLES ARSENAULT: T have also my own Montréaler zine with about ) play-
ers.

BM: Congratulations,Charles! You were the first to respond to the 400
samples I sent out. I'd certainly like to see your local zine~wanna
trade? Y0 players! That's {riple [C's numbert!

BILL QUINN: Send me EX ({I think you mean XL, don't you??)})) and I'll send
¥you Everything on a trade hasisg.

BM: Everything? Scunds like a good deal to me. Wow. Everything, eh?
How a1l I need is the Universe—~1 already have Life. {For those wkho don't
know, Bill, the Boardman Number Coordinator, publishes a zine called
Everything, and since I've not yet seen it, I'm waiting with excitement
for my first look, buit believe iitshows atats dealing with postal Diplo-
macy games. Plil's address 1s 301 Conree Dr., Conrce T USa ??5Dl.€

KEVIN BROWN: I look forward to participationg in the My Move/Your Move
portion of the zine., Do I have to send in a voie for gach game or can 1.
Jjust vote an some 0f them?

B{: Tou.may vebs onfenter any number of cobtests in XL, ommitting as you
see fit, In some you may vote as many times as you like-but two* votes
for the same c¢ontest in the szame envelope will not be counted. I do wisgh
somebody would vote on the Pente gameythough-it appears it's not as pop-
ular za I thought.

BILIL, SHIRLEY: I bave one other sub; Lhalt is to Dave Carters SK.

BM: In that case, I'm quite hcnooured that you chose me as your second! I
hope you check out HFA, F5F, EE, and others. 1 get a 1ot out pf this
hobhy throuzh ocff-the-hoard gabh, and 1'd advise you oot to pigs tne funtt

GARY COUGHLAN:I gather that you tuls US chechs—you didntt say thait you
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MOST OF THE BOST contianued

exeelsior

didnft—sc here is mine...Tell Patricia her artwork is great...fou seem
to be ocut of the same mold a8 the other Canadian publighera that I've
dealt with—freindly, enthusiastic and fakr, and even-handed in dealing
with feuds., Is it in the water up there?

Bri: I will accept personal chequea for 37 U.S5. or more-any lessc and you
pay the handling charge of $1 US. Canadians love Americans, but mostly
we lave your money...

FPatricia's artwork i1g great, but thanx for allowing me to tell her
somecne else agrees—she's getting tired of me telling her over and over..
Per haps esveryone should check their water. Pour cut a glass and

locock througin it, If you can still tell the difference hetween the dog
and the pretiy girl walking down the street, you are a cértified cmbuds-
mar. If not, you're destined to be a feuder for life, Even-handed e-
nough for you?

ALAN PARR: I've put a copy or two of Hopscotch in the post:; I hope you'll
agrese to trade (8urface rates)?

BM: Canada Post has three speeds: First class, third ¢lass, and Postal
Strike Special. I'1ll try lst class with the probability of having it re-
duced to Postal Strike Special. Third class 1s for bulk mailing-witn

20 subbers at this peint T don't think that qualifles ag a 'bulk', so
you'll get your copy of X{ Taster than I'11 get Hopscotg¢h. Oh well-theds
the- breaks.

ALAN PARR{Ctd}: P.S. Back to music—-sell taught and kighly incompetant on
clarinet, tho gh 1'd like to give saxophone a try, But I'm a real virtu-
aso on (what we used to call in my youth) the grammophone & pretty useful
on tape 3 caszeltte recorders.

PM: Welcome to the PLPLI

BRUX LINSEY: Your first issue was fantastic-probably the best debut issue
1've ever sSaen.

E4: T quite zgree—but then I've been unfortunate enough to see more final
isaue than debut cones, s90 Ifve 1little to ¢ompare 1t with, But thanx]

CONRAD MINSHALL: I might be interested in a 6-8 week deadline Dip game—
but I haveaoidea of what the timing of ycur games will be like.

Bd: I aquite utderstand the .ppoblem, I'm inm a few with quick deadiines,
mostly because of the turtlish speed of Canada Post. But I despise the
thought of doing mid-month masa mailings if we go & weeks, and weeks
would, with the exception of COPELAND, the international game {(once filld
be a bit too prolonged for a North Amerdican game., But I'm quite willing
to listen to suggestions.

LARRY PEERY: Dear Bruce, or should I call_ you Bruxie, Jr.? {{0Oh Ghod...))
saee L'Ve been saying for two years that none of the new Zines really
turned me oOn. ¥Yours was the first I've seen that sparked my interest...

BM: I'm honoured, but don't understand. The same day your letter got to
Burnaby, I alsc recieved a sample of Frobpzz, ohvicusly one of the new
zinesa you mention. I was pretty much impressed; maybe you missed that ona
Did you figure that I could transliate the Chinese you sent me? 1 don't
dare take it to my landlord, but Albert Lam, my mechanic friend at worlk,
tells me Tyou must have send him a book.'

CHARLES BECKER: Thought I'd live dangerously, and send cash in the mail.
On QC#8, you left a note sgaying, " pius a sub” Don't know if that means
substitute or subscription. I7L1 ask you next phone call, and ¥ou'll
know ['m not complaining, Jjust finding outl

Hope the $#5 keeps me in the zood for awhile, what an inexpensive hob
by—-ech!

My appreciation to you again for all the effort you put inte DIFP aand
ce

BM: Thanx for filling the page, PAQE 16 Charles-bye!
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The Quiz Results

First off, let's get the answers to last months quiz out of the way:

l. A cuckoan, I did have some cute guesses though, A few twits tried to
get by with 'a scratch' or scmething similar, Mitchell Wageler tried 'a
gunshot', probably the best pure guese, but unfortunately he still got
shutout in the score,

2, Twice. The last three movements are played without a break; indeed,
the transitions from one 'scene' to the other are probably what I like
best about aumber &. Nobody guessed four. Somebody guessed three; yet
ancbthier guessed one. why?

S5« Ron EKrukowski gets three points for reminding me that the lyrics are
on the insert (or perhaps the jacket, I don't rememper)} of the FS3G album,
by laboriously writing them out., I've not listened {or looked at) my copy
of the album for years, having bought the tape, which fits in my WNalkman
somewhat easily by compariscn. The lyrics are reccrded on Mangione's Q
Miles ¥gung album, interestingly enough. Theyre scmewnat lengbhy. Let's
£0 on. Look 'em up if yer interested.

4. What I was loocking for here was that in a Stop Time rag, the pianist
bangs out the beat with his fpot whereever the werd 3tamp appears in toe
music.{In a regular rag, presumahbly, the feet are left alcone to do more
tmportant things kike operating the pedals and shooing the cat...)

5« 1 knew pecple would guess,and what's more, I knew they'd naver EUuass
rightl! I was wrong. The answer, AMAZINGLY GUESSED by Ron Krukowski, was
viola. The more common guesses, Bax, trumpet, oboe, are wrong in tnat

the range of the clarinet is rather larger than these instruments, espec-—
ially in.the first of the two sonatas, in which there is a leap in the
gpening that all clarinet players have lost sleep Gver....

Be The Ives pi®ce deserves an explanation. Flrst we hear a string quartet
Playing these widely spread cut chords, long and softly, so that you al-
mgst can not hear them. These chords are supposed to represent the Sta-
hility of the Universe or something equally =il1ly. After a few seconds
of this,the Question is heard fer the first time. It 1s a tune without
any perceivable reference tgc rhythm, key, or style—upon hearing, you
almest want to say "Huh?'" Then four flutes make the first of many attempts
to answer, with uncertain ripegling runs and atonal crescendeing arpeggios.
Soon The Yuestion 1s asked again, ("Huh?") The flutes respound, with more
complicated harmonies still., A1l the while the strings are rlaying away
the universe. Finally after about eight minutes, the trumpet intones

The dJuestion for the last time, and this time the flutes do not answer...

Kind of like The Hitch Hiker's Guide To_ The Galaxy, huh?

Scores: Wageler O (Oh well...), Arsenault 1, Lorber 2, Peery 6-unless the
Chinese you sent was another answer..

The winner was-you guessed it-Ron Krukowskir*==+*#*yith a perfect score of
21, for whick he has won the big prize of.five issues of XL free. MNell
done, Ron!!

Hobody got the excerpt on page 1% from XL#l for five free issues. it
was an excerpt from the Clarinet Concerto by Mozart, K.622. 1 hope somes
one guesses at this months excerpts, they won't always be classical, by
the way. Ho gquiz this month, as there is just no room.

}:’_‘_-—\::t#
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excelsior
The Excelsior Baseball League

This is the haseball pool for pecple who know nofhing about baseball. it
you know a lot about baseball you'll probably be racking your bralilns
figuring out '"who to take, and you'll find out that your system won't
work as well as you thought...

Here's how it does work. There will be 25 teams. Each team, manag-
ed by one player, will be allowed Lo draft four 'groups' of pvlayers as
outiined bhelow. Each of these groups constitutes about 14 of the play-
ers in bhaseball, and there is no advantage to groups that have more play-
ers than others, as extra players is as mich a liabllity as an advantage.

Ffor each game played in the majors this season, there will be a los—-
ing pitcher, Whoever has drafted this player{by drafting the group that
he is in) gets ghe lgss in the standings. Each game will similarly have
a winning BBI¥ The player who has drafted this player gets one win in
the standings. The one exception is if you have both the winaniamg and .
losing player in the same game-you wouldn't get both a win and a loss for
the same game; the gamse would be discarded.

These are the groups:

LT NUMBER OF LETTERS IN SURNAME

OF S0R- 13 ’é\ﬁ s 8 9 or more To eitgr, ;iﬁttﬁend
me a matrix wi a

NAME AL WL aL No afl BL Al WL aD RL BE 3 matrix with the

AR X x x x X x x x x x tered in once, 100

CDh X x x X X x x x x x means you really deon't

EF e X x X x x x -4 x b'd want that group; 1

GHI X X x b4 X x x x x X means you'd make them

JKL X X X x x x X x x X your first pick.

MN x x b'd x X -X x X x x if I get a letter

OP4 x x x X x x X X b x describing a trade he-

RS x X X x x X X x x x tween players from

TuVv x X x X X x x x x x each of the players

WHYZ X X x x X x x X X x lovolved, the trade

takes place the day af
ter I receive the last letter coafirming the deal, and will be announced
in the next iszus of XL. You may trade ¢only <omplete groups.

Each issue I will primnt standings at the end of the preceding month
and the groups each player held at the time. If a trade was made, it . .
shall be announced. Players may send SiSErarito get the latest standings
and trades at any time during the season, but if you make a requesat dur-
ing deadline week it will not coms back as quickly as you'd hoped...If
¥ou do not keep up your sub te XL, you will lose control of your groaups
to the "house teams" which will serve to fill out the 2% teams until
we get a full compliment.

Players may enter, with a preference list amcng the groups that re~
main, at any time. All new players will zZzet their groups on the first
day of the next month, and the house teams will maike trades to recon-
struct themeelves =0 Lthat these players may it in, with the groups that
trey want. However, entry costs more as the game progresses, and ocnce we
n. re 25 teams there will be no further sntriesg.

At the end of the season, the pennant winning teams will receive all
of their divisions groups for post-season purposes. There will then be
a playoff series and a #orld Series. (I'1ll divide the 25 teams into four
divisions for this purpose. The last place team in tne six-team division
will have its groups split between tne pennant winners randomlp) Teams
losing in the playofi donate their groups to the teams that defeated
them for the NYorld sSeries.

Team names are strongly encoraged—if you don't, I will...

PRIZES: vorld Series winner...... tesaanseltd free issues of AL, plus free
entry next ysar.
Jorld Series loSEleisassrserrasresrn [ree lssues
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used instead.)

. ROUND ONE (Quarter finals) Deadline April ist, 10300 am

Ty T — . e AR L G YA T B Y el B P - R STl e Il W IR g e mbicme™, P

—excelsior =————=No.2

Playoff LOSGIBescrarsvnanssses=y free lagues
Second place in divisicnR......2 free issues ’
More wins than losges....-v..+l extra free lssue
Gamsree'.O.-‘-.'.l.'..'-'llitﬂtl ﬂ-ﬂdm

A team MUST RHAVE at least 65 wins to quallfy for free issues at the end
off the season. My calculations indicate that teams will play an average
of about 180 games, though some may play a few more or less, 8o it is en-
tirely posasible to win the pennant by ¥ a game. Any entriea without game
fee ancfoaad will get onsa iss8uie taken off théir suhb.

The deadline for the bargain basement price of 81 i1e April 1st, one
week bhefore opening Day. If a postal strike vecurs, I shall, if possible
try to reconstrict the draft when I get the entries afber it's over, but
this may prove to he difficult, As I write, it would appear that the
two ajldes are making every effort teo aveid a sirike, but wdve heard that
before. If there's no atrike, .the-eniry fee goues up ta 32 after the dsad
line so don':t deiayll

: FLAY BalL!i}

(Oﬁ{s—l 506 that I forgot to mention why I put that * in, s50:*By way of
explanation, RBI stands for Run Batted In, and is given to a player who
cauges a run to score by virtue of what he does at the plate, However,
there are inatances numbering about &% of runs, in which no RBI is award
ed. One that I know of ie that if a batter hits into a ground-ont double
rPlay and a runner from third ecores while this is happening, ths batter
doesn't get an RBI. It geems unlikely that this would account for 6% of
8ll runs, so I offer freeg entry to anyone whe can teil me another an—-RBI
gituation, with documentation-no *I figure?! or *'They mald' stuff. In any
case, 1if there 1s no winning RBI, the name-of the winping pitcher wiil ba.

The XL Zine Poll Knockour TourRnAMENT

I didnt't get msany votes for the Zine Roll Knockout Tourney, but I got e-
nough for a tournament. Fourteen zines ware menticned, I have bhroken a
Tew ties, and come up with the following eight.

Seed Zine & Publisher

(1.) {a Coughl _ .
(8.) W(mzrﬁeloﬁgmﬂ) Pu“ml\!rs wi” Le Je'H‘\nj
(4.) N9 Fixed Addresg (Steve Hutton) - a form letter descr‘ui:inﬂ
(5.) Diplomacy Pigest (Mark Berch) .
ijam),iﬁc ndcs OF 4ﬁe
. Mark di :
() BAEESPERCRIEINESY fmanet shorty.
{(2.) S8So. I Lied (M Pet )
(2-) Lenorogic (ngﬁy Eeg;;) -

Other popular zines, apparently, are, in no particular order-Sleepless

2 ra, The Cogncert of Europe, Magus, Lone Star Diplomat,
and Diplomacy W#Norld. I will be making certain that I get all these
zines, by wmub or trade, scon,.

How, you know what to do, don't you? Send me your favorite of the
two zines in each matchup, along with whether or not you are on the sub-
scribers list of any or all of them. You do not have to sub to both zinesa
ta vote, but your votes will be less welghty if you don?t, And you may
vote as many times as you like, provided each vote comes with its own

separate postage. Good lucil!?
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For those who are unfamiliar with this award, let me explain.
The Dave Carter Award ia put out by Judy Winsome, and
l1a glven to the most sexist member of the hobhby
Apparently Dave won the award in iis
rookie year by printing nude
_fehales' pictures in

ﬁ&-

Last year's
award was presented
to Steve Hutton of NFA fame.
T would like to continue the Cans-
dian tradition by winning it this year. "
Unfortunately, my printer absolutely refused to
reduce the obligatory dirty pictura,and the coriginal
simply would not fit in XL 's reduced pages. But by using a
self-serve machine and a bit of disguise, I was able to reproduce at
least part of the XL entry for you. Whaddaya thinic, Judy?

Bruce McIntyre
6191 Winch St,
Burnaby B.C.
CANADA V5B 2Ly

ph. &60OL4=299~2382
&604L4—-25%3-6388 weekdays batweesn 7:30pm and 12
And DO KOT FORGET that Burnaby, a suburb on the east side of Vancouver,
ig on the Pacific Standard Timing System. If you phone me when you get
up in the mornil‘lg, I*'13 just be getbiﬂs to Bediwcsensnsasen

Faally, for all those who asked {and myself, who Forgot to answer), XL

Di'fgmgg_ games vui" on on 4 or 5 w]c. deaJha.Ea.;L cheadlline wil | be
'Hn_e, FriJaY beﬂﬁ. the secend 'Manday of en'r.ﬁ manH\ excef[' ﬁeccml:cl"‘. QM
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