_Siirr? Sl! TaN A KAfl-:......'

recoil sex

9=PAR5 I'IB I. -
,__ﬁsuls No 3 by Bnuce Mcluryae s

N Em xan mmw
;:nueu;.m m sxmuma

i,

-

o

P <o YIS e S YR A o S AP AN N
- . - . A ‘;}‘ = ." . .“ . -»”‘.‘_. i -‘;"‘1". s gl .-‘; e . o -',, SO _.. i R k
<o



No. 3-' ‘-

excelcior
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RECOCIL SEX #¥3 published April ist, 1985, ino the state of Lunacy.

Fage Contents

1 An absolutely awful cover by Patricim. I was so enraged by the
blatant commercialism of the artwork (and mo, I don't Look like
that at all)) that I have mued for damages. I have lots of ey-
idence., There's a letter that Patricliz wrote 10 my twelve-Year
pld daughter, testimony from a guy Patricia nurl;r drove out of
the hobby by threatening to uaes her JL position to print reveal-
ing photos of him, sod rumounrs (I hare proof, avallsble to-anys
one who asks) of Patricia?s threats to the Hab Artwork Cuato-
dian. Humour has it she im now considering £ Over several
higheprofile hobby custodial posts, I shall do my best to step
this outrage. Watech for my nes mubzine, Bad PuBay. :

z Directory, thie page here, fool. :
-9 Yhe account of saucceaaful assassinations at LepreCon. Parts
of thias u.rt:!.cln.fthe best parts) will be reprintad in M
B2
1o0-13% How I cut Brucu I.:I.nan:r down to sire,
1y | My Mcva Your Move: you LOSE.

15-16 Mocst of Paost-actual parta of our former nrﬁ.nt, .t.‘l.utl:tn-ﬂ uut
- and pasted to theae pagss.

17-18  DipGab=a new fsud beging as people for some -trlnso rom, .nro
on my back for packing a gun to LepreCon-and uaing it.

19-20 = Albinoni-everyone NMR'is as @M changes deadline back two umks.
21 The XL Zine-Poll Inm:ka:tt Tournasy-all aight ﬂl.n.oa knocked uu'-l‘u

22 Baseball-<sll the widowe fall into the pool.
.23 From The Padinu-—who aball I insult this time?? ‘
24 mdit:l.on ‘Material tor the PDP—I::I.t ne with Jour rhrth- nt:l.z.

Some of you non-Quohog types will by uow have noticed that most of the -
zine is upeide-down. This is due to an error in laycut that I aidn't
notice until I had collated all the pages. The sxpianation for the ap-
pearance in this space of that information can only be divine intervents:

Subg to are going up, (Up what,snd more importantly, -hona?) From now
on 1 accept only Cypriot pounde.

Confergrce Cal)l has been folded. Right down the smiddle,
This is not {quite)a fake. :

.oprl fool,eh!

The reoal DIRECTORY 1B on paga t-ant:-thrac—tnrn the zine over and turn
to the ackl,

Diplomacy, copyrishted by Avelon Hill, invented by Allan B. Calhamer, is
responsible for this, For other th:l.nga Diplomacy 18 responhsible. for, mee
page 10.
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execelsior =————=No.3 =

Apologies Lo Ed Arobell Yes, I probably should have prioted your lec
letter ingtead 07 Jjust describing what I thought of it. But I only have
24 pages (it was only 20}then), and my readers have only so much paticace
for that sort of thing, If you can't agree to disagree {it doesn't maue
either of us a bad person), please leave me alone,

As soon as I heard that there'd be no postal strike, 1 correctly pre-
dicted that there'd be hundreds of poands of letters in the mailboxes of
Canada within the day. 1 wase right, and with the extra work the postiss
have had, response to XL's stuff has been slower thao normal. I have been
forced to delay the X, Zine Pol) Knockout Tourney deadline a month, and
ALBINONT has been delayed ag well. The other things are going on, but
tentatively., I don't know whether it's apathy ©or the slow mail.

And just when ws thought we were home free, I find out that Canada
Poat conslists of more than uaicne for the lanelide and outside workers, it
appears that there are also truck driverbs unions, mail sorter machine op-
erators unions, and Ghod knows how many other unicons. And, cof course, 17
any of these unions happens to dislike anything at all about the coapany,
and thus decides to atrike, the whoie system is dead. This, of course,
is the latest in labour tactics: divide your union into s& many sub-unions
ag possible—the ultimate being one uniocn per person-—and decide that iF
Gile Ffalls, all fail to show up for work in the morning, This way ¥ou keep
the ¢ompany on its toes. I mean, screw the public, they only pay the
wages, they don't actually dacide what they're going to be...

Hew XI. Contest] The fellow who does all my prioting work is a zuy
namod Les Herman, wbho has done wonders to pat up with me since I startea
publishing. We felt the coloured paper we usged last time worked so well
that it should be ingorporated into the zZine, 5o, a new contest: guess
the colour of the next XL cover—by sending me something of that colour,

a piece of paper, a photo (designate which colour), a magazZineg, whatever—
and you could win three free issusse of X[! OCnly ocase gZUeEs per person, as
T don't want t¢ be sent a plcture of a ralnbow marked "all of these.!

Deadline for the Colour My Zine contest, and almost anything eslise ia
the zine 1s May 10 1585, but keep im mind that I start typimg it all up
a weglt or 50 1in advance. (James wWill of course be updated if neccessary,
but other things won't.

I didn't print a stand-by list last time, s0 here goes: Acheson,
Arsenault, K. Brown, Gautron, Krukowski, Peery, Reges, Shirley, Stewart,
Torkelson, and Touchette, I think I missed a few: let me know if you
want on or off.

Circulation is now up to 55; thanx for the responsel

I see the future: three more games at least, Hitch Jageler has of-
ferrad to Guest GM a game, and Bruce JWaddell is thinking about doing so.
S0 next ilssue, if there are enough, we will start DEBUSSY, with Mitch as
the GM. Then in June I'll start GCOPELAND {(the internaticnal game)] wita
oo restrictions. Right now the restriction is one perscn par country; we
Bo far have representatives from Canada, the USA, and MNew Zealand, witn
strong possibilities of an entry from Zimbabwe, and world-wide other pos-—
gibilities. By that time Bruce Waddell will have made his dec¢ision on
whether or anot toe Guest GM ELGAR; 1f he doesn't, I will.

(for Steve Hutton) EXCELSIOR supscription fecs
Eiggledy piggledy in Canada...,.a:aa-- ««3% i8suas/p2
Ludwig van Beethoven in the USA.,.....-.10 issues/HbHcash
Ead a neat tune that went 10 issues/i7cheque
Da da da DUM, {no U.s5. cheques for less than .7!')

S50 he composea the thing Elsewhere......... « 1 Canadla./issue
zUasisymphonically damefees for Diplomacy .35 Canadian
Giving the whole wide worla > U.3.

Somthing to bum.

PAQE 3 free elsewn.,
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exeelzsior No.3
LEPRECON 82! the article

The blame for my declsion t0 attend Leprecon (aveoiding the monthly Con-
fogrence Caill face-to-face game) at Joan Extrom and Ken Corbin's home on
St. Patricks Day weecKend, pmests aguarely on the skoulders of three pecple
Gary Coughlan, Terry Tallman, and Joan Extrom. I thamik all three, ana
warn them that they've not ssen the last of mal

But the rest of you will want to know how this amail group came to
work together to get ma further south than I've been 1a elght years. (Thics
oc¢cured 1o me upon passing the 45K line of longlitude on Interstate S.)

Just after receiving Europa Egpress #41, and boting that there'd be
a con in Cregon 1o a few weeks, 1 g0t a letter from uary, with a sub
cheque to (.. Along with the excerpts printed in XL#2, there was a re=
Eueat as to whether it would be possible rfor me to attend Leprelon some-
ow,

I dismissed the poseibllity as being too time-consuming and expensiv
But there was something I had to work cut witk Gary, namely, an XJ, subzin
ia EE in cage of a poetal atrike., So I phoned and made the requeEt. He
agreed, and asked again if I'd be there. I felt I had to give it a try,
80 I said I'd phone and find out possibilitiea of transportation.

Hext call was tc Oregon: dial,dial,dial, cons-~ringy-dingy, two-ringy-
dingye...l introduced myself to Joan Extrom. There was a bit of a pause,
then (Oh, that Bruce McIntyre) she talked about the various peaplie who'd
be there. When I heard Terry Tallman, I said stop. Obviously having
read my pro-BRUX editorial, she went on to say ail sorts of nice things
abcut Terry, etc.,,etc. (Cnce I had convinced her that I was not intending
to pack a gun, and indeed was eagZel to meet Terry {and listen to some
anti-BRUX argiments on the way down, presumably), we formed an alliance,
t¢ both try to reach Terry, in order to ask for a ride for me.

I had no luck, buit apparently Jcan dia-a week later, oa a Suaday
night, Terry Tallman introduced himself over the phone. He agreed to
drive me dJdown and back; I agreed to split the gasoline cosgts. But that
wasn'*t quite all. Terry wanted me to know that he thought X[ looked
great, but read pooriy-his description of me, after reading the editorial
was scmething on the order of 'another BRUX-sucking mushbrain' I =aid
(as I always do) that the editorial was not intended to offsnd, but we
could talk about 1t ar the way down. After agreeing to a trade, and a
meeting time 1o Seattle, I hubng up just in time to hear that the Vancouve
Canucks {(that's hocksey, ah?}, already eliminated from the playoffs, had
defeated the leagus-leading Edmonton Oilers, aemazingly enough for the tha
third time this seascn. (Unfortunately, that sesms to be about the only
team they csn beat...)

That Friday morning, I g£ot up at 6:30 AM, staggered out the door wit
my Adidas bag, knapsaclk, and sleeping bag {overpacked as usual), and made
my way to ths bua depot, and, ninety minutea later, I was on a Greyhound
kus headed south.

The first problem was at U.5. cudtoms. Owning as I don't any of the
usual means of I.D., such asg credit cards or a arivers licence, and hav-
ing the preblem of not belng able tc get my birth certificate from the
deepest pockel of my wallet before tie half-asleep customs officer said
those gut-wrenching wordse: '"Next, I.D.,plaese,", I had vigjons of being
denied entry to the 0.5., and walting for the next northbound bus. It
was at this point that I realized another potential problem:the six-pack
of B.C. cider 1ln the Adidas bag. However, ocnce this amazing specimen of
Mankind got a beep from his computer after laboriously typing in =y med-
ical number, he told me to 'go ¢n through in a moonotone drawl that would
make an IBM vcice chip feel sympathetic,

I f2ll aeleep in the bus, and woke to the 'excruciating sound of an
electronicly-produced 'Aura Lee' from my Japanese wrilistwatch, which un-
fortunately, alsc attractsd the attention of twenty others on the uwvus.
Locking out the window, I could tell we were approaching Seattle: Inter-
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@X@@“@ﬁ@p LEPRECON continued NO- 3 ﬁ

state 5 had branched out into ten lanes., BEach way.

Ineide the Seattle bus depot, conveniefitly attached to -a Burger King,
I walted awhile, bDaving arrived rather earlier then expectad. The oblig-
atory videao games were set at much lower difficulty levels thar their Van-
couver counterparts, as 1 socn found cut, much to my delight. The oraer
of the day msesemed to be '"this machine doea NOT accept Canadian currency.'!
They didn't, either. DBut I couldn't bhlame them; 25 ¢ents Canadlian is
about equail to 18 cents 0,8,

After g amall lunch and anm informal seminar oo how to shoot in the
high 70's at Hintendo's Vg, Golf, given to some tourists from Spokane whom
I greamad without much sffort, I sat down and read a book, and soon enough,
I met Tarry Tallman.

During the trip down Interstate 5 ( except for thes new Portland by-
pags) to Albany, Oregon, Terry talked at langth about his feud with BRUIX,
and for the most part, I ligtened., He made it quite clear to me that he
was oot asking me to contribute to Bad Doggie, he was SimplyY asking me to
recognize that BRUX's enemles have a point too. While realizing that BRUX
can be the very nices, enthusiastic, generous person I know him to be, Ter-
ry warned ge to treat him very carefully. We stopped for dinner outside
of Salem (I think), and bhad the following conversation (repreasentative of
our points of 71315 as I returned from the bathroom, past a number of
telephone booths:

TERRY: Brux must be pretty worried about you being with me for a five
hour drive., I mean, Ghod knows what you might find oute

ME: Yeah, I was thinKing about that as I passsed those phonegw—

TERRY: kight. I can Just sse it-Urgent long distance call for one Bruce
McIntyre.

ME: From a guy in Massachuseits who calls himaelf BRrux.

TERRY: Collect. ’

After I had taken in enough food, and Terry enough coffee, we contin-—
ued along the West Coast's anawer to Route G6-Interstate 5, a highway that
extends from Vancouver (where we call it Highway 99) to Tijuana, By dusk
we were in Albany,where we turned towards the coast. Ninety minutes later,
quits by accident I'm sure, we turned off the road intc the driveway of
Leprefon Headdquarters, located in beautiful suburban #Wren, kld-sister city
of Fhilomath (pop. 2375), Oregon. There was a hit of a drive through a min
iature forest 1n the dark before we saw the house, and Terry wasn't com-—
Pletely certain of having invaded the right property until Joan Exirom
came out to see what the racket was.

Upon besing introduced to everyone, I slowly became aware of a famil-
iar tune belng hummed, I was thus introduced to Michasl Lee, of The Con-
gert of Furopg infamy, who correctly identified the Mozart Clarinet Con-
corto; unfortunately well after the deadline. I handed him a copy of XL
#2, and scon he was gusessing madly on the excerpts contained therein.

Wrongly.

Then I met Mike "T-Bone' Ehli, the famous FNORD. Througaout the
woeekend I attempted to determine whether Mike's probiem was that bkis mouth
moved too fast for his brain, or vice versa. Finaily 1 declded that it
was both. I must say that talking to Mike Ehll makes ycu realize why Ter-
ry Taliman successfully defended the Hobby Sex Ghod challenge...

There was alse a Fellow named Bob OfDonnell, who has a fantastic
radic voice, and Ron @Grace, an Army buddy of Gary Coughlan's, and, of
corge, Joan, Ken, and Samantha,

And Gary Coughlan, GGary brought with him what seesmed iike the entiire
Hobby in photographs, and I really overloaded myself that first night wicth
shock as I discovered what many of you really look likell!

But then at thea end of a wvery long day for me, Terry announced that
he coertainly wasn't going tc bsd withouit playilng any games at all, sSc we
drew for countriee and I picked up the dark blue one, allied with Michaedld
Lee (France) and attacked Ken Corbin (Russlia). Meanwhile, Terry was de-
riving great pleasure out of astabbbng T-Bone {(Italy), especially ae Fussia
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@X@@" “@ﬁ LEPRECON continued No. 3

was involved with me in the north, and Gary Coughlan (Turkey!) used the
Let's Bash These Wocoden Blocks Together Qpening (F_Ank-Con, A Smy-Coh,and,
luckily, A Con-Bul)., Things went well, and with my succesaful guess of
Bob O0'Donmell's (Germany)} Fall '03 self standoff in Klel (I ordered a Len
5 {(G) F Hol-Kie, F Nth-Hol), I got a share of the three-way draw betwesn
my#self, France, and, amazingly enowgh, the Turkish block-hashers.

Terry's set of wooden blocks ias supsrior to any I've =seen, as the
Fronch piaces are not turquolse but sky blue, 80 you can tell them fromnm
the Italians, He also says bhe has an English board, which I prefer, as it
haa no phyeical features on it, just baby blue water, orange pneutrals, and
uaique coloure for each country (though RHussia is&, for S0me reason, purpie;
The Canadian board is, by compariscn, EXTREMELY difficult to play with,
boing as it is a straight physical map: I couldn't care leas which retreat
space 18 farther above sea level, you know? The AH board, though the phy-
slcal features type, is less detailed, but has that awful characteristic
of being sliced in three.

Since many of us were Btil]l in the gaming mood, We tried a Gunooat
geme to cap off Friday night. My first, I bhate meeting SGunboat players
in postal games {although I regret to say I'm nearly oecoming one myseif
a8 @y hobby duties multipiy)}, but when such silent btehavior is part of the
game, it is quite fun]l I drew England again (my long succassion of 'O
ahit, that's the green army" began the Saturday morning) and sSoogn ] was
attacked from the South, in more wayse than one—Gary was France. But I
survived, oot as England, but as "The Vikingse", a four-centre power of
Swe, Hwy, Den, and S5tP(nc). Meanwhile, Terry Tallman got one of his Rus-
sian armies 1o Tuscany before completely dying out, Gary's France was be-
ing alttacked by somebody who drew the Italisas, and Joan Extrom, after
some failed Spring 13901 boat-hauling excercizes (F _Ank-Smy) decided she
was satisfied with her three centrese, Except for the fact that it was a
lot of fun, I don't recall much else about how 1t all ended ap.

Finally it was tilme to g0 to bed. It never occurred to me until I
wag back in Vancouver that 1 4M Oregon time was 3 AM to Gary, but he last-
ed quite well under the circumstances. He and I and Ron Grace were gquite
comfortable in cne of the rocoms, until Mike Bbli came in to join us. This
cramped up the conditions gomewhat, but I was too tired to notice much.

I got up too eal'ly oo the Saturday. ("Wwhere the hell am I7%) Luck-
11y, all we played before bhreakfast was Can't Stop. Not a game requiring
to0 much brainwork ("mindlees", aa Terry says), but very entertaining, and
simple. I was not completely surprised at how much I enjoyed it, as it
was lnvented by Sid Sackaon (Patterns II).

Aftor breaxfast, we had a call from Brux Linsey, and there was much
celebraticn as we all vied for position by the phone. I didn't say much,
as I was both unsure of what to say, and quite tired. This, I fear, prob-
ably worried Brux more tham anything | might have sad Ch well,

We were entertained by many during the weekend, including the cblig-
atory rendition of some Python stuff by myself, =and the infamous Twoc of
Ciube Legend during the late night Hearts game—the only game I woo all
waekend, except for my defeat of Joan Extrom's amazling Bachgammon sxills
in 1 out of 3 trises.

However, the running gzags were by far the best la the wide realm of
LepreCon Aumour. In thegs times of feuds and wars in the Hobby, we at
LeprsCon chosea to shoot them down with satire. The leading practitioner
was Michael Lee. It seemed that avery time you "borrowed" ome of Mike's
centres in a Dip game, there'd come from out of nowhere this West Virgiaoi
Melinda Holley volce, pleading "You'vae taken away con-trol of mah centrel!
Then there was the "wrove 1t7 bit which went like this: "We had an agree-

, and I can PROVE it in a LETTER I sent to Mark Bercht!! Unfortunatel
he lost it, and I tore mine up in a fit of rage, but I have five witnesse
who saw the latter...." Almost all of the Hobby was satlrized at one
polnt or another, amid auch hilarity.

With the promise of a fantastie Spaghettli dinner Saturday waight, our
numbers doubled in the afterncon, with the addition of Jim, Linda and ade
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@X@@“QE©P LEPRECON continued No. 3

Bumpas, Paul Gardner, Stephen Lee, Jack Fleming, and Fvans and wWendy Givan
Algo, Samantha more than made her presence felt on thé Saturday, especially
when she discovered that she was bigger {if omly slightly) than Aden Bump-
as, I NMRed out of the afterncon session (my first Italian position of
the weekend) when I fell asleep on the couch, as the game gZot bogged down
when Kathy Byrne called. I'm sure I slept at least an hour, and amazingly
engugh Kathy was still on the phone when I woke up. Unfortunately, I did
not get a chance to talk to Kathy, though I%*d have liked to.

In any case, while Jim Bumpam wag buey winning that Dip game {despite
Aden's delightful habit of grabbing as many of his Dad's udits as he could
and running off with them), another Gunboat gZame was played in the liviag
room. I remember two tbhings about that game, Firstly, 1 was Italy, and
a8 usual wag held to four centres until Turkey decided to visit. Second,
Micael Lee committed an-amazing feat: he NMRed in a stay-at-the-table
Gunboat gamel This will, of course, become ancther Hobby Legend, but l=t
me try toc explain how this smazlng occurence came about, Aftar bhanding
in Winter builds, Mike started telllng his stories about working in a
games gtore, while we weare writing out ocur Spring orders. Like all Zood
ragonteura, Mike was completely involved in his tales, and we were listen-~
ing and laughing. (Some of us were having trouble sitting up.) Anyhow,
finslly ba handed in his ordera, and aa they were the seventh eet, they
were on top of the pile, face down. Whoever read the orders turned all
Sseven sets over togaether, relegating Michasl's to the bottom. Finally
hiag 'Spring' orders were read: BUILD A Par, F Mar. Ae all of the other
s5et8 had been read, there was nothing we could do but go oa to the next
Beason without any French moves. Soon everybody was laughing again-—at
the first ever Gunboat HMR.

To £fill in the time before dinner I was goaded into-a game of Juata,
a hilarious game which really needa actoras to succeed. We had Michael Lee
Ken Corbin, Beb O'Donnell, and Mike Ekli.- Before long we were all talking
in our own version of the Banona Republic's orfficisl accent. I repeatedly
claimed to be a ''védy wvwédy powerful mon", and I would have besen if they'd
only ¢alled a coup while I was General #2 insteac of waitimg until I was
appointed General #1. It doesn't help to hold vribe cards for the Army
you already contirol. Oh well.

The Spaghetti A l'Extrom was fantastigue!! Even Aden enjoyed i, as
did Samantha,(I think they may bave enjoyed each others, tco..) Me, aite
cider number three, 1 only remember a nice, happy, contented feeling above
the wailstline,..

After dinner a game of Empire Bullder was started ia the kitchen, an
Terry Tallman wag showling the lada some amazing new Diplomacy variant in
the living room. Knowing neither of these games, I was on my own for a
while, I gave Samantha a soccer lesson { heading a Nerf ball), read the
ruies to Empire Builder and watched {found it different but inferior to
Rall Baron), played some Backgammon against Joam, and read some oid zines.
dut wbhat I really wanted to do was have another look at Garyls phctos, so
that was what I did.

One thing that we all did Saturday alght, and indeed during most of
the weehend, was correct misproonouaciations. I was sure, having only see
their names and not heard them, that Enli rhymed with Bailey, and Coughl
rhymed with Dowland. How wrong I was! And how often, to my embarassment,
I was caught correcting myselfl (Ehli soundse like Eli, and Ceughlan like
Kaufman.) Nobody pronounced McIntyre wrong (MAK-in-~tie-ur) though many
bhave, outside the Hobhy, in the past, But the Empire Builder zame provid
ed me with a chance to prove that my high schoel geography course did
teach me something. Yes, I .confidently astated at least five times, Regino
really does rhyme with..... Aod after about the tenth time I heard an un-
certain Ree-GEEEE-nah??, I said, "“"Yer all acting like a bunch of Canadian
hizh schaol kidall™

Later on, with people leaving, these remaining played a game of Nav
war, a cute card game in which early grudgece turn to get-the-leader tac-—
tles. Despite early problema (1 never could draw the right size salvoes
for my ships guns—Terry said I should fire the supply sergeant,), I end-
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ed up a cloage sacond, After a eilly game of Chiness Checkers, ws were all
s5et to 2o to bed, whean I suggested Hearts. This was enough to xsep Joan
tp, and since the Hearts game was the cnly game I won, traditicon demands
that I tell the story of my victory. But firet...

Towards the end of the Naval Wars game, Michael Lee gathered seven
large pretzels and rolled small strips of paper arocund them, When asked
what the hell he was up to, be explained that we were about to play the
Ifagtest Dip variant ever devised: Prophet Diplomacy!l

Woa drew for countries: you guessed it, I got Italy again. I aon't
rememiber the western alignment, but Terry Tallman drew Turkey, Mike Ehli
draw Russgia, and Ken Corbin got Austria.

Then, we drew ¥ar Fortune Pretzels. I c¢ould pretty much guess what
mine would say, and I was right:; it gald I'd bhave an okay gama, woula
lagt to the and, but would not win. EKen's sald hetd be sliminated early;
Terry's sald something about early sucesser not being good enough.

it was at thls point that Mike Ehlil letf out a yell that miraculously
falled to wake the dead. Not to mention the few that'wers alesping at thg
timel But it was true: finally, after a long and distinguished carrer,
the man from FNORD bhad finally notebed up a win. Despite Terry's protest
wa all congratulated him profusely. If there is a way to be beaten by
Mike Ehli without losing face or reputation, this had to be it.

And then there wag the hsarte game. There were five of us, myselfl,
Joan, Faul dardoner, and, I think, Mike Enhlii, and Michsasel Lee. The pivot—
al hand waa this one, 1 held;

a3 P A 4108 3 ¢ A + A E L

Milke Ehll had been nice enough to pass me thse Queen of Spades, and
The Yueen and Thres of Hearts. 1 won the first irick with the Ace of
Cluba and lead the King, then the Ace of Diamonds. When nobody threw a
Heart I tosaed the Four <f Clmbhe into the cenotre of the table. A4ll fol-
lowed. 4 Spade was lead-=—everybody laughed as I ate my singleton gueen,
but Paul laughed the hardest as he threwthe EKing of Hearts oo it. With
that kind of charity 1t was sasy to take all the points—even at 2 aM,

It would be a crime for me ta neglect the nicensming that came about
from the presence ¢of the Hobby Nickname Cusatodian, Terry Tallman. {For
thoge unfamiliar with this vital service, Terry makes up nlcknames for
free, changes them bimself for 31, accepts a third party nickname for 35,
and accepts your own for $15-all the money goes to hobby services.) The
ones I remember wore Mike "T-Bone' Ehll, which he hates but apparently
refuses to change, Michael . "Alvin" Lee, after the Chipmunk, and, made up
on the way down, Bruce "Muahbrain® McIntyre.

By the end of the weekend we had a few new ones. For his amazing
turtle—-like wmlocity in order-writing (somebody said during a game oo rri-
day, "¥cu don't write presse in FTF Dbip, you know,") , Ken Corbin was dub=
bed 'Flash', Joan Extrom paid Terry¥ #5 to change my nickname-io Bruce
'Canadians €an Be Fun' Mc¢lIntyre. After taking all the points at Hearts
without anycne poticing, I suggested '"Slam! Extrom; unfortunately Terry
was by that time fasi{ aslesp.

Good thing too. Because if I had bhad to drive back, we'd prooaply
end up against the side of sume overpass, For.-ome thingy I don't drive;
for anather, I wag fast zsleep for most of the ride, However, there was
one event that sccurred on the Sunday that provided a highlight for the
whole weekend. Joan, Samantha, and , I belleve, a few others locluding
Bob O'Donnesll were just returning from driving Faul Gardner to the bus
depot. Mike Ekli, Michael Lee , Terry Tallman and I were watching from
inside. Samantha got out of the van and ran across the yard until we

could no longer sSeg¢ bher through the window. Suddenly it occurred to us
that she was heading for danger, there being a deep ravine in that dir-
ecticn. W#e got up and rushed for the door, as Bob O'Donoell went after
Samantha,

Wwhen we got cutside, we saw what Samantba waes running for-shef®d
¢limbed up on Bob's motorcycle, and was just now reaching for the handle-
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bars. That 1n 1ltself is dangercua, given a two-year-olds reach, but some-
how she made it without falling off. Hunched down over the handlebars.
ghe turnsd her hnead encugh to flash a BIG smile at ua, and evVeryone
simultanreously scrsamsd, "Where's my cameral?®

It was at this point that extreme lunacy toock control of me (as is
aften doeg). #ithout hesitation, I rar down to the motorcyclis and posed,
lying an my bachk in front of the wheel, as cameras clicked. I hope I can
obtain a copy of that plcturell

Finaliy it was time for fthe long trip back. Actually, it wasn't
quite as long as 1t bhad sesmed goling south, bwt that was probably due to
all the sleeping I did in Terry's car,

My one regret is that I lost the distinction of being the furthest
away from home to Gary Cou an. However, I do plan to get ewen with him
in Minneapolia thils May. My calculations tell me I've even Zot New York—
oer Mlka Barno beaten,) If any of you thipk I'm crazy, you're probably
right—but to me, all thia traveling is well worth itl!l

PatTenns 1l

If you are one of the flve that have sent me Patterns IT patterns, I must
warn you-~the game 15 abhout to begin! I have three out of five voting
to play Guaoboat style—-eo, for simplicity's sake, all you gaet about the
namss of the other playersa, are that they are all male, and they shall

EQ by the lagt letter in thier surname: Mr, L, Mr. 0, Mr. ¥, Mr. R, and
rather interestingly enough, Mr. T.

Informatioo on the others' patterns 1s available -for a stapped self-
addresaed env¥elope, but, since all except Mr, T are Amerlicans, and I can'
use Canadian stamps, try 3 pieces of info for an American dollar, OK?

Deadline for final ghnesmes for the fipst round is June lat, two is-
f:;a,away. But start guessing now, you never know what the mail will be

L=

DipGab

That which gppears in the centre four pages is the instructions and voting
ballots for E 18 years Runestone poll, Keeping in mind Dave Carter's
poliey of printing anything possibly offensive up-side—down, I want all
AL readera to know the following:

If you, like T, feel that Bruce Linsey can do a perfectly agceptanle
Job with the poll, then you may consider the ianastructions and ballots to
be right-eide-up. (In relation to this issue's cover, they are.) Ob-
viously then, the border and mini-masthead are invertea. How could that
pussibly be offensive to anyone? Well, it's offensive toc meg, opecause I
had to kill the slde borders just ta get the Runestone press release to
fit on XL's paged.

If you, like I, feel that ths poll would certainly be batter off
wlthout the controveray surrcunding it (whether the individual running
the poll is at fault or not), then you may consider the instructions and
ballots to be up-side~-down. (In relation to this issue's Directory, they
are.) Obviously then, the border and mini-masthead are right-side-up,
| 2ignifying that you do not find Y, offénsive.

I admit that there may exist scomewhere some unfortunate who is of-
fended by both the Runestone ballot, and X[. But since I don't send XL
to pecple who are coffended so easily, I don't feel that apnyone who sees
this can possibly complain.

In any case, I put this stuff in the center so you c<ould detach it,
Whetber yould like to send it to BRUX or wipe your ass with it once you
do so is your concern. There are two Bides D evelrY 8t0rY..e.cea
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The 1985 Runestone Zine & GM Pcll

THE NINTH ANNUAlL NORTH AMERICAN ZINE FOLL: You may rate any publicaticon substantially
devotad toc Diplomacy of which yocu have seen more than two 1lssues since April 1, 1584,
Hate the serles, not individual issues, Rate egach zine on a scale of 0 to 10 {0 belng
the lowest possible rating, 10 the highest). No fractions, please. Specify subsines
and rate them separately from the parent Zihe; subzines wlll be llsted separately.
Publlshers may not rate thelr cwn zines or subeines. Sign your ballot and indiecate
cne way in which you participate in the hobby {e.g. "I sub to zine XXX", I play
in game 1984YY", "I publish zine ZZZ2", etc.). All wvotes will be kept confidentinl
{ but please note that Pat Conlon will see all of them). TFlease 1ist the zines
alphabetlieally tc make tabulatlon of the resuvlts esasler. I reserve the right to
tabulate or igrore ballots which do not folleow the format ocutlined above.

THE EIGHTH ANNUAL NORTH AMERICAN GAMESMASTER POLL: You may rate any GM 1n whose
postal game or games you Were a player during the year beginning aApril 1, 1984, and
under whom You played Tor long snough to galn an objeetlve assessment of his or her
competence as a GM. HRate each GM on a scale of O to 10 {0 being the lowest possihle
rating, 10 the highest). No fractions, please., Gamesmasters may not rate themselves,
Others may not rate GMs in whose games they were not actlve players durlng the poll
pericd. HRate each GM by NAME, not by zlne. Yotes which do pot use the GM's name
wlll not be tabulated. Flease 11st the GMs in alphabetlcal corder by SIURNAME.

Distingulsh between Hon BPrown of Callforniz and Ron Brown of Canada 1f you vote For
elther or both,

The deadline for both pells is June 29, 1985. The deadline fer ballots sent
te Pat Conlen is June 22, 1985, Hesults will be tabulated as soon after the poll
deacdline as possible, and wlll be released as they become avallable tc anyone
wilshing to phone. Flease rate only North American zines, esubeines, and CMs; though
any Teaders or players living outslde Rorth America are welcome to participate,
Send all ballots to BPruce Linsey. 73 Ashuelot St., Apt. 3, Dalton, Ma 01225, USA
or Pat Conlon, Box 17014, L3S0, Baton Houge, LA 70853, USA.

CHANGES AND OTHER KOTES FERTAINING TC THIS YEAR'S ANNOUNCEMENT:
Due 1o the turmell surrounding the change of pellsters this year, I have
attempted to keep procedural changes to a minimum. MNonetheless, we do have a few:

There is no "pfficial” procleamation agalnst grudge votes thls year. ASs &
voter, you may vote using any criteria that you deem falr and reascnsble. Sone
people tend to ignore such a restriction anyway, as RHandolph Smyth mowrnfully
peinted out after last year's poll. So the restriction was wnenforeeable — and
in my eopinion, unrealistic as well. That is, I belleve that the quality of a
zine (or the voters' opinions thereof, which 1s after all what the poll is suppesed
to measure) CAN be affected by the publisher'e ethlcs cor his stance regarding
feuds - the basis of mest grudge wvotes, iIf you wlll., Vole as you =mes fit,

Anyone who has partiecipated in the Diplomacy hebby since aApril 1, 1984 18
eligible to vote,

I will be disccuntlng the fop and boitom 10% [as opposed to last year's 5%)
of the votes cast for any glven =zlne, subzlne, or GM. This figure will be
rounded down, so that zines {etc,) receiving fawer than ten votes wlll not be
subject to this provision, 1 Belleve that Randolph appliled thils lopping—off
rrocedure only to the zines last yeary I'11 be applying it to the subzines and
GM=s as well -— but only in determining the "averaging" sccres, NOT 1n forming the
preference matrix. Which brings me to...

The preference matrlx., Randolph had initlally planned to come up with a
preference matrix for the zines last year, and generate twe 1llsts. This ended
up not working out; thls year 1 plan to draw up a preference matrix for zlnes
only, and generate a score for each zine.  The preference matrlx scores will then
be averaged with the =zines' “averaging" scores to preduce a single final 14ist.

N — Jols|eaxe
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In addition tc providing a eecond list of scores to be comblned with the zines’
mean scores, the preference matrlx should prove to add interest to the poll results
by itself, as it will e pertrayed in graphic form. I have devised a2 formula which
will trenslate a zlne's raw score from the matrix to a number rangling Irom 0 1o
10, sc that the combining of the lists wlll be practical.

There may be other embelllshments to the presentatien of the results., depending
on what I can dream up to make the final product more interesting to the readers.
We'll see.

4 few clarifications regarding specific publicatlons and GMss as menticned
in the GM poll anncuncement, be sure to distingulsh between the two Ron Bruwns i
you vote for elther or beth. Treat Whltestonla as a zine, Kathy's Korner as a
Bubz ine (to keep the status quo from years past.} The editor of Bad Doggle
treats that product as a subzine even though 1t sometlmes appears separately from
the parent szine; theresfore the poll w1ll tabulate ED as a subzine. Ditte for
Orphan City:r treat it as & subsine.

The cutoffs for incluslon in the main lists wlll be the same as last Year's:
ten votes for zines, flve for subZines and GMs. Zinss which do not make the main
list w1l1] not be 1ncluded in the preference matrix.

A clarification to the rule that you must have seen more than two issues of
a zine in order to vote for 1t:r I1f you were supposed to see more than two 1lssues
of a zine but did not (i.e. because the publisher has not published regulariy),
then ¥ou may s£tl1l1l vote for that 2ihe. 1 can think of one or twe “actlive”
publications that fall intc this category: sorry, guoys, but beling grossly
irregular ain't gonea gpt you off the hook arcowmad here 1f the voters wish toc send
¥you a MESSAZE...

The Conlon Arrangementa Voters who for any reascn doe not wish te send thelr
ballots to me (Bruce Linsey) may send them instead to Pat Conlen, whose address
appears with the announcement above. PLEASE NOTE THAT THE IRADLINE FOR BALLOTS
GOING TC PAT IS A WEEK BEFORE MY IEAULINE. Thils is so that Pat will have time to
transcrlbe the ballots and send them to me by the poll deadline. I w1ll not
know who voted how among these ballots recelved by Pat —— he will be copying them
onto blank, wsigned balleots which willl then be sent ¢on toc me. However, he will
be providing me with & llst of names so that I can i) check to make sure no one
voted twice, and 2) publish a list of all pecple who voted.

After the poll results are tabulated, I willl be sending all of the ballots
{or copies thersof) to Fat, who will verify the results if necessary.

For ease 1n voting, I suggest that voters use the official hallots which
wi1ll accompany this malling {and I"1l be very grateful tco those publishers who
choose to print the balleots); but of course this is not regquired.

Any questlions on the wvoting procedure should be directed tc me.

The ARunesicne Pell is the oldest and most highly regarded of the Diplomacy
hobby's polls. It i1s my intention to malntain this status by publishing the
results gecurately, Impartlally, promptly, and in a {(hopefully) interesting manner.
I ask ecach and every member of the hobby to do hls or her part by getting cut there
and voting. May the best publicatlons -- and GMs -- win!

See page 9 For my comments,

e "oN JOIS|[©DXS




T L abvg

1585 RUNESTONE SUEZINE POLL QOFFICIAL BALLOT

| BAT DOGGIE ___ EXPLETIVE DELETED _ MeAFNderings
| THE BEHOLDER __ FATHER KNOWS LESS ___ MOS EISLEY SPACEPORT
BEN ZENE ___ FEMME FATALF ___ ONLY YESTERDAY
BETTY DALY'S SURZINE I FEUDE T'TE __L_OEPHAN CITY
THEZ BOCE REEORT _ FIAT BELLWM ___ PEELMUTTER'S REVENGE
BOTTOMS UP ___ FNORD __ PHYLLIS'S PYRAMID
__ BUT I'M HADPY ___ FODT 1IN MOUTH __ SAVOLINN4
____ BUTTER BATTLES - GALIMATIAS _ SCHEED
| CHOMPS & MIAMS ___ HARE OF THE DOG ___ SEX APPEEL
 CONFERENCE CALL ___ HIGH PLATNS GONZO ___ SHADOWFLAY
___ CORN OFF THE CCBB __ HUMBOLDT ___ TRE SPACE VIKING
__ CUBISTS' CORNER _ HATHY'S KOHNER ___ OTRANGE DOTNGS
__ DAYLESFORD ___ KNOWN GAME OPENTNGS __ SUPMARINE WARFARE
___ DRBI'S FILLER ____ TME LITTLE DIFPER ___ TEMPORARILY DELAYED
__ DIPLOMACY BY MOONLICHT  _ MAGGIE'S ZINE ___ THE TOAST OF PHILADELPHIA
___ THE ECHD OF DOODM _ MAGNIFICENT 7 —__ VERTIGO
E*S*A*D MALAGUENA ___ VICIOUS HATE SHEET

{Blank spaces are for any I've neglected to list.)

1985 RUNESTONE CM FOLL OFFICIAL BALLOT

Vcte GM'e Name Yote M'e Nane Vote GM's Name

{Please 1ist CMs alphabetically by surname, golng down the columns.}

Signature

I participate in the Diplomacy hobby by

PLEASFE READ INSTRUCTIONS BEFORF VOTING! Send this ballot to Bruce Linsey, 73 Ashuelot St.,
APt. 3, Dalton, Ma 01226 U.5.A. or Pat Conlon, Box 1701k, 1LSU, Baton Rouge, LA TOBQ3 U.5.A.

yas
no
don't care

& ‘ON — JOIS|OIXO—

QUESTION: Would you llke to see non-North American publications and
GMs included in the 1685 Runestone Poll? (Please check ohe response. )]

N——




LIFLOMACY LBIGEST
DIFLMACY WORLD

THE ELECTRIC PENGUIN
EMHAIN MaCHA

Signature

3bvyg =

LIFE OF MONTY
LONE STAR DIPLOMAT

NORTH SEALTH, WEST GEORGE
NOT HEW YCRK

I participate in the Dipleomacy hobby by

PLEASE HEAD INSTRUCTIONS BEFORE VOTTHG!

1985 RUNESTONE ZTNE POLL OFFICIAL BALLOT

ALFHA & OMEGA EXCELSIOR - PEARELANDRA
ANDUIN FESTUNGS HOF _ POLITESSE
THE APPALACHIAN GENERAL FEUDESSE ___ PONTEVEDRIA
__ APPALLTNG GREED FEUILLETONIST'S FORUM ___ THE PRINCE
___ THE ARMCHAIR DIFLOMAT FLICK OF THE WRIST __ PROTUZDAK
__ PBERSAGLIERI FOL 5I FIE _ RAGING MaIN
| BIC HITS OF MID-AMERICA FROBOZE _ REBEL
___ BCAST THE GAMER'S ZINE ___ EEDWCOD CURTATN
___ THE BROADSIIE GIVE ME A WEAFCN __ RETALIATION
BUSHWACKER GRAUSTARK ___ SLEEFLESS KNIGHTS
___ THF BUZZARD'S BREATH HAL! JIKAI® _ SKAFU!
___ THE CANADIAN DIPLOMAT HANS ARD 80 I LIED
___ CATHY'S RAMBLINGS HOOF AND MCUTH ___ STABBACK
___ CHEESECAKE HOUSE oF LCRDS _ TaCKY
__ COAT OF ARMS THE INNER LIGHT ___ TER-RAN
__ COMMAND TRKSOME ! ___ THIRTY MILES OF BAD ROAD
___ THE GONCERT OF EUROFE TTALIANG FRIFE __ TomrEDO
___ COSTAGUANA ¥ATSSA TOUHE
D-Day! LIBER TEREEAN : THE VOICE OF DOOCM

WHITESTONIA
WHO CARES?T

___ DIFLOMAG MACARHE ____ WINSOME LOSESOME
__ THE DIFLOMAT HAGLUS THE WORDWORKS
___ DrPFpy MITLIFE CRISIS _ XENOGOC IO
. THE DOGS OF WAR MIKE'S MAG : ZUMBIE FLESH
I DOWN' THE TUBES MURD*RING MINISTERS _

EFGIART NO FIXED AIDHRESS

___ END JUSTTFIES THE MEANS OMNIPOTENT .
___ ENVOY THE ORPHANAGE
___ EREHWON OQUINIPIQUE :
__ EUROPA EXPRESS PARANOTACS' MONTHLY
EVEEYTHING (Riank spaces are for a.n;.-'_?‘ ve neglected to list.)

Send this ballot to Bruce Linsey,

|
73 Ashuelot
Apt. 3, Dalten, MA D12268 1U,5.A, cr Pat Conlon, Bex 17014, LSU, PBatoen Rouge, La 70893 Uok;

IF YOU WISH T0 RECEIVE THE POLL RESULTS BY MATIL, enclose $1.00 U.3. (tc Bruce Linsey)
{Fesults wi1ll) include a complete statistical analysis, preference matrix, etc.
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My Move/Your Move 570 0500000 00 T T tnanrus T
1 [ ! I
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]
Bi E | Leacers: #“inshall 2

- 'm' ; 7 tied with 1
[BlRlx 3
® QTHELLO
- — Black #hite
|
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5 : -1 3 £ L) I outflanked last tiwme, tas one at
O|® |0 ! @ i a4, The Qtnelio ruiles say tnat i
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® 3O corraect if he wishes. ¥y move iz
3 e o fo regaraless. Votes witn moves
| next time, piease. No vote syuals
z "flip it, pleasel’
1 Leacars: B, Becker & Mionshall tieg witi 2
al &l < df e|l | a| A Haoaler, Hutton, and Corkin 1
| I | PENTE
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T , |
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i

iy
SACHGAMMON was the most popultar, with votes thig time oy Hutton, 2.secaier)

Becker 2. 100! +ied with L lMinghall, Corpin, michmond, ana sarno.
= e B e—s s3] All apgreed to nit me, (loanx, SUys...)
! OIS wpite Slack For the first
{ma) {you) move, I faa votes
roil move roll mave 19F w=I Irom ..
&-3 MP M5  3-2 N-I prown, lbavies, -.
-2 RU 50 6=3 Y=P! Be‘%KEI', AruLows<l ]
-1 A-D TU 5-3% 9v> @H#da Arsenault,

Conraa Minshall aggs: what 1s oy lacen-
tive to doubse? (Not much, now) anyone
Z want to watch the stakes wWiti boerr SUw

PAQE 15 salances: Just Leli me,.. I
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MosTt of The PosT

it is by ac weans the ¥oD or NFA style, but as I've nct bad any complaiante
about it yet, I'11 continue thie letter column in the style I used in #2.
Doa*t forget to check the back ¢f your mailing cover—that's how I answer
letters that don't gzet into this column for one reascn or another. 3poner
or later I expect to have this down to a science =0 everybody gets at the
very least a scribbled "echeera" or something.

S0, what 'ave we this time?....

SEAN MCGONFALE:My desar Druce,

Thanks for your letter of 27 January, and for Excelsior which arrived
here ((Papakura, New Zealand)) yesterday. 1 was shocked to discover that
¥ou have cnly found out about Bacardi Rum——Fruit: Daquiris arse a staple of
my diet, along with Martirnia,

Bf: But how much of your diet are they really, Sean? I meah 'D' is no-
#here near *B' on my typewriter... After #2 came out, I was thinking about
changing the title to Algohclice ¥gekend, in reverence to the 16 oz or so
©f Bacardi I polished off preparing i%t, This time I've not had time to
ohtain a new bottle, so I suppose the quality is suffering badly.

i bet there's nobody else in DipDom who specifically states Rum &
Pepsd (HOT Coke) in ordering drinks.

LDENNIS wUINE: I have not played Diplomacy befare, axcept many hours of s0
solitaire and a few two-nanded. I'd like to get intc a real gane, elther
from scratch or as a atand-by.

BM: I found this interssting, since that's pretty auch my pre—Hobby Dip
experience as well, I used to play aoclitaire by choosing a random order
for the moves each seascn. Uaually the winner was the luckiest Power. I
lknow one thing though: you'll certainly enjoy playing in a gaven-player p
poatal game 1if you've never had the sxperience of playing real-Dip before!
Dennia wanm the firat to respond to Rod Walker's ad for me in Font-
evedria; I don't think he got the mass-malled sample af #l, helleve it or
not. I thank Rod fer taking the extra time to include XL in pontevedria,
especially since time 18 apparently one of Rod's endangered specles these
dayes, and even more 80 a8 1 don't recall sending bhim a form for the list-
ing.
THAVIS LASTER; Thanks agaln for my sample. (Which of those guys gave you
wy name?) I'l]l be looking for 2L in my majilbox.

BM; A few have asked about the Melntyre-mass-mailing list, or the Gang of
400, I used listse from the following sources to amess the array of ad-
dresses;

Ho fixed Addresa #27 28

Sleepless Knightd address liat

Fol 5i Fia #1589

EBuropa Expresa 40

Magrathea #3-9, or was it #7-87

DY Publishers Survey #£14

Conference Call

Snaful #45

a list of Yol subbers not menticned above, providea by frux Linsey

players in my international game, D501 in Dolchstoss

Foreign pubhers whose addresses were in the ISE material I was sont.

This totals about 350 or se, The rest I keep around for people in future
who may want a copy of #1, or the original houserules.

BOSTE ROBRRTS: Thank you for EZxcelsior: it seems to be very nlicely aone.
¥here does the fancy typeface come from? ... Do I qualify for three free
issues by naming the Mozart Clarinet Concerto {clarinet's gpeaning theme)?

BM: I really shouldn't, because T adidn't get your letter until after the
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deadiine, but gince the poat office has had troubies, and your letiter was
the only correct anewer to the sxcerpt, and it came all the way from Aden—
dorf, West Germany, and because I was 80 ruthless in taking Hol from you
in D50OI (I'1l give it back, promise....), all rigat., ©Ob, it's five iscue
you get, not three. I use letter-presa from Mecanorma. There's a store
in Vancouvey tHateearries over four hundred different typefacese. The two
1l uge for XL are called Dubbeldik (masthead), and Peignot Bold (headlines
I also use Cooper Black for Conference Call, and do up the maps in good
0l' Helvetica Light. It's guite simple, really. You Just put the sheet
over the page and rub the letter onto the page. If I remember I'll send
you sama Q's that It1} naver use.

BRUX LINSEY (with red~pencilled exhortaticns to “Print this sentencev); I
my opinion, the moat interesting part of your zine was your housgerules.
They are reasonably comprehensive, covering about 40% ((!!)) of the sit-
uations that ought to be coversed, and very well organized.

BM: ¥hat about rle L4.417 I should think that covered the other 60% of
aituatlona., There are a lot of situations that require a GMs discretion
I don't think GMing is a straightforward job you can program into a com-—
puter and forget it. For example, extending the deadlinz. Thera's pre-—
cious little on that in the houserules, becuuse I want to use my discro=
tion on that sort of thing. ALBINONI was delayed mostly b_cause of the
poor matl gervice lately due to the averted strike. This is not the kind
of declsion a GM with rigid HR's can make. Also, many are put off by ex-
cesglve houseruling, though I think that's a bit harsh. Anyhow, thanks
for the compliment, and the courtesy copy of your HR's, which I consulted
extensively in forming the XL ones.

CHARLES ARSENAULT: Letter: About thg credit for wins andg draws,

I want to propose a naw system of credits for geame endings. Ins=tead
of the conventionsal win/draw points: 1 for winning, # for a two way draw,
% for a four way draw, etc.

It seems that this situation doesn't rPeflect exactly the true situs
ticn. For exsmple, a three-way draw between England (15}, France (10),
and Turkey (7). To give Turkey the same credit as England is, as we say
in French, '"bilais&4" T think one has: to consider three thinge to judge
the diplomatic akills of a player:

l. How long he Btays in the game.

2. How many centres he owns at the end,

5. How many players are shariang in the draw.

Here's how I would see it: total years played (max 10) plus numoer
of centres under your control at the end (max 18) plus result bonus (in
which a win is warth 1Q, Z-way 5, Z-way 2, L-way l). ((Your suggestion to
divide this total by X0 makes no difference)} So, in the axample, if the
game ended in 1912: Turkey 19, England 27, France 22 are the scores. I
think that system would be more appropriate to make a ¢lassification of
the players.

BM: As with all rating systems, there are problems with this cne. Gener-
ally, the problem with a rating system {(any aystem) 1s that everycne sces
the game differently—why should I submit myself to anyone else's prior-
itiles but my own, Just for the sake of ratings? (It)s much easier to taxe
a '"who cares' atiitude on this when you're as bad a Dip player as I aml)
Specifically, with your own eyatem, I see ovne major fault right away: a
player who has achlieved a winning poasition zarly on may declide to wait to
1310 to finish them off just to get the extra point or two. Similarly, a
gams which becomes hopelessly stalemated early may be deliberately bogged
dowe while the surviving powers walt until they've amassed all the points
they can get from the draw, Any other comments,readers?

PIERAE TOUCH&LLE: T am sending you ISSN from NLC (National Library of
Canada). This serial number will bee a first step for Excelsior. 4all
you have to do, gend your nama, the first issue of XL, and they will send
you your ISSN ({International Standard Serial Number®. It costs oothing
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te receive it. Anyhow, please do 1t.

BM: Is this the law speaking? Thg pampnlet you sent me says 1n part, "The
ISSN should be printed onm all issues 0f a serial, on the top right hand
cover of the front cover, preceded by the latters I3SN." #hy don't the
other Canadian pubbers have one then? In view of the recent court acticn
by the government againgt Ernst Zundel (a Toronto publigber, who pub-
lished a pamphlet called d Six Milljon Jea ia, and now faces a jail
term and posasihls deportation for promotiung racial hatred', despite the
raliying crisee of fresdom of apeech /the press thias seems to overlooka.),

I think its understandabie that I be told just why the government wants
to put XL in its files, I'd have mo troubkle with this at all if I knew
why 1t was neccessary. If 1ndeed it is.

VALLACE NICOLL: At the moment we are seeing a lot of new zines {(Doug =ow-
1ing and 1 took over Psychopath from Mike Dean and renamed it){{it's now
called Priscners of War§5 based on pravious tradea. 1 persoonally do not
think you <¢an judge a zine simpiy from cone i1esue, Could I propose a sam=—
ple period of six months, at the end of which we ¢an decide to continue

or not. Would you object to ths =zine coming surface mail instead of air?

BM: AC this point I bBave a trade agreement with five zines from overseas,
and as I don't play in any of them, surface mail 1s fine by me. But I
can't send ZL surface mail, because 1t appears not to exist in Canada.
However, I find the surface mall gets here as faat as my first clasgs sturf
gets therell

RON “sSNAFD'" BROWN: Let me sxpress my profound sympathy...after a year or
50 Of publishing you'll Konow what I mean,

BHM: Ana he didf{}! Wwith a sub chegque, and a nicely helpful letter, ilnter-
spersed with a few compliments about XL. This is sympathy? Best kind
I've ever been lucky encugh to receive. Despite all the times BRUX nas
told me how much X[, reminds him of Snafuj, I kaow I'l}l ke going in gir-
cles until I get a typewriter that is laess grungy than this monster. I
gat this-gheerfulnesg from yours, Bruce Linsey's, and Mark Berch's Tws,
that defises explanation. Oh, Richsrd Sharp'!s proportionai spacing model
is another good chne. I'm afraid the Carter C&4 printer leaves me flat
and peutral, and this cne:I woirldn't even cooslder trying to malke an ally
with it}

FRED DAVIS: Glad to see there was no Canadlan Postal Strike,((¥ou're zlad,
you should have seen me winen they told me at the printersil!)) Welre using
the ugly "D' stamps on domestic mail, but we can't put them on foreign
mall, act even to Canada. From time to time, other Canadajan pubbers
have reported that the earlier temporary stamps ("B" ancd "C") sometimes
slipped through anyway. So, let us know if you receive any mail from

tha U,3. bearing “D" stamps. .

B4: 3o that's why I'm getting all these Jorome Kerns and Igor Stravinskys
on the incoming stamps! I thought 1t wus a symbolic gesture, ¥hat a
discappaintment. Yes, 1 have received a couple of those "D" stamps. L
don't remember any bad delays being associated with them, byt then 1've
asso¢liated all of this montirs bad delays with the sudden influx of work
ass0ciated with the avoidance of a possible atrike up here. 1 know that
I did a lot 9f mailing when I found cut there woulamtt he a striks, and

1l held back a fow letters until I was sure.

MIKE BARNO: "Friead'ims oot f-r-e-i-n-dl!l Reminds me of when I typed

saome of Tom Swider's meterial and 1 could not break him of the habit of
spelling "booby"” h-g-b-b-i-e....S50 you program in PASCAL, eh? Do ¥ou
have a computer? (Am Atari?)

BiM: [o you have any idea how much correction tape I go through an iscue?
The sub fee could justiflcably be raised for that alonel! Arcund the cay
nefore printing I say 'what the hell' and let it all hang out. 3ut I deo
have a problem with frieaod. I will own a Coy in two weelKs; more next 1sh,
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The ALBINONI Chronicles

Excelsior's first Diplomacy game, ALBINONI (yes, I learaneua the correct
spelling,..} has been delayed by concensus. New deadliane is May 10,
12:01 AM if phoned in. (That's a formality. I'm never home by then.}

ALBINONI players

ENG: Bill Shirley, 618 Main St., Yarmouth N5, Canada B5A 1J9,

GEX: Charles Arsemsault, L4420 St. EKevin #7, Montréal PQ, Canada H3T 1HQ
Riig: Kevin Brown, 100 Patton Br., Warner Robhins GA, USA 31093

PUR: Melinda Holley, FP.0.Box 2793, Buntington WV, USA 25727

AUS: Michael J, Ditz, 5785 Danube Way.#C, COrlande FL, USa 32807

ITA: Stephen J. Dycus, 3450 Koring Rd., Evansville IN, U5A 47712

FRA: Hop Krukowski, 5339 W. Eddy, Chicago IL, USA 60641

A few words on Tomaso Glovanant Albinonil are in order, as they may very
well serve to provide atrategic lospiration during the game.

In compariaon with other composera, there iasn't much juicy gosassip on
Tomaso Gicovannl Albinoni. Considering what I did find in ome trip to
the library, this is quite amazing, for he assems to have lived a rather
uniquiah life, conaidering the times io which he lived 1t.

Tomaso waa born in Venlce ¢n Juns 14th, 1671, the sldest of the family.
Dsepite the financial advantages this would aurely briang, he was deterw=.
mined from the start to go it alone, to be mualcally a dilletante: a man
of independant means.

A a compaser, bhe was never atruggling for recognition. In the
age ol the Opera, he wrote during his lifetime fifty of tbem, and saw
them performed throughout Italy, often in his presence. If his extensive
travels throughout Italy {why anyone would become tired of Venice is
beyond me) are any indication, he ¢ertainly was anever under any serious
financial atrains, ag ware composers of later eras.

In 1705, preaumably on a visit to Naples to see a parformance of
one of hia works, he married the operatlce soprano Margherita Rimonda,
The tirst half of the eighteenth century was truly the “age of the
'primadonna'", s0 1t is amazing beyond bellef that this obwviously
nigh-profile marriage would get such little historical recognition.
Especcially when 'La Salarina' (her opera nickname) was, at 21, thirteen
years younger than ocur hero Tomasolll

Four years later, Papa Albinoni passed away, and the family busioess
was passed on to his four sone in most unusual wannelr, Tradition aqe-—
manded thsat Tomaso, the eldeat, be laft in at least partial controli. But
Papa Alwvinonl went furthur, leaving the maintenance of the business to
his younger sons, while requiring that one-third of the profits be given
to Tomaso. (Tomaso, as & token gesture, was left one shon) Perhaps his
brothers became diegruntled at bhaving to work for their already well-off
8ibling, because wa find cut that the businesas was lost in a lawsuit a
few, yearse later.

Fasily the most scandalous affair involving Albinoni occurrsd in
1722. News of his musical prowsss had spread to southern Germany, and
he wae summoned, or perhaps invited might be a better word, to Munich
to conduct {which in those days meant something closer to 'supervise')
performances Of his works at a festival surromnding a royal marriage. He
appeare to have beon a great hit, except for the fact that nobody was
sure that it was indeed hall Apparently (I aight add to Tomasc's zreat
chagrin, I'm sure), there wes an Albinoni imposter touring Europe at
that time. Though Albinoni was well known outside Venice in other parts
of Italy, his music was all that was known of him outside his country,
The imposter was eventually discovered in Germany somewhere, and fled
for Sweden in shame.

1 only hope the game is as eXCcitinGee.ss
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GAMESTART

Da da da DUM.

Zame aumber iwo starts with this issue, and for those of you who are
5til]l scratehing the 0l' noggin over the first paragraph, let me explalin
that this Zame 18 to he nicknamed BEETHOVEN. Here's the lineup.

BEETHCVEN GM: Bruca McIntyre Zine: Excelsior laadliines: Monthly

Player Preference Country Address

Robert Acheson FGRAEIT AUSTRIA c/o Echo Bay Mines, Lupio N&T,
Canada J0E 1MO

Mike Barno ("Blarfo} GTFRAIE GERMANY 2811 Rabins St., Endwell NY,

"deadmastny"Gargoyleit) USA 1376C, ph. b6O07-743-4490

Stave Cooley FERTGIA FRANCE 3551 Casamla Ave,, Falmdale CA,
U3A 93550

Melinda Nolley TIFAEGR ITALY F.O. Box 2793 Huntington 4V,
Usa 25727

Alan Stewart RTAFGEIL TURKEY 702-25 St.Mary St., Toroaoto ON,

(Magm} Canada M4Y 1RZ

Flarrs Touchette RAEFATI RUSSIA 1 rus Georges, Masacon PE,
Canada JOX 2HO

Mitchell Wageler EGRTIFA ENGLAND 665 E 29th Ave, Vangouver BQG,

(PMitenn} Canada V5V 2S5l

Jume 7th will he the Spring 1901 deadline, UNLESS sach and every one of
Yyou bas orders into X headquartera with requests to 'get on wif i¢! by
May 1lC. The phone deadline is 1l2:01"™on Juns 7Yth or May 10, but phone

the aight before at the latest 'cause ya won't reach me on D-Day by phone

If aunyone has not gotten & preliminary set of ordera in by May 10, a stand-
by will be appointed, Thera's no reason at all why this should cause any
controversy; I axpect you all want to play. Don't you?

Gar Blimey!! I've got no intgodug¢tion to go on from Robert Acheson, so It
shall have to do my best at guessing. 1T picture him as yer typical Horth-
arn Nut: hates Beethoven, 13 cbeessed by sex (or parhaps bhis perscnal lack
of sama), you koow the type. I mean, bow much cmn ya say about a guy who
thinks Torcnto's climate 1s troplcal??{WARNING: send me a pretty legible
poerschal intro with yer gamsestart application or I'll have tc resocrt to
this kind of stuffiill))....Mike Barno is a 21 year old unemployed single
compuber programmer who Ssnda me examples of his work thinly disguijisea as
"letterg' He published The Shomunlyg Swoprd from 81 to 83, He's been
playing Dip since 78, and loves parties enough to have travelled half the
continent in searchk of them.....S5taeve Cooley is a 25-year-o0ld father of
twa, who is alao a aports nut, Springsteen fan, and avid wargamer. His
Dip experience is mestly FTF as this is his second postal fames....Meliznda
Bolley, undisputsd Diplomacy Queen of West Virginia, 18 doing a wonderful
Job to get ithese new Canadlian zines started. I'm sure Achegon will say
the game thing--kaep sending us your gamefsesa, Melinda, much appreciated,
I'm GUFEsc.sv+From Al Stewart we get the following: I am a {censored) year
old {cemnsored) wbrkting at {(cemsored) who enjoye (censored) (DISPATCH RE-
VIENED BY FOREIGN OFFICE TC PROTECT INFORMATION THAT MIGHT BE OF. DSE TO
FOREIGN POWERS) I might add that I've not often besn privy to such a re-
vyealing intraoduction....Fierre Touchette is a 2l-year-old student at the
CEGEP de 1'Cutacuasias, about -0 milaes from the Ottawa/Hull area. Ee and

I are fighting for sixth place in XANTH in SK at the moment....Mitchell
Wagelel, ithe Conference Call entry to Jim Bumpas' DipJoust, is an expert
in many wargames, and bas extenslve eXpebience in various postal wargames.
I have every confidence in Mitch's abliity, as Conference Call champion,
to provide you with a good game despite hie relative inexperience in the
Fostal Dip world. After all, I've seei him play....

dest of luck to all: let the game begin. Da ds da DUM......
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Trivia: Quiz no.2,& ExcerpTs

As usual, the winner of this quiz gete five free 1lssues to XL. cach yues
tion is worth its aumber in tine scoring, like last time—except that this
time there are seven questions. Good luclk!

1, 4hich of the following composers was born in a supply centre? {Unly
ona was.) Ludwig wvan Beethoven, WwWolfgang Amadeus Mozart, or franz Schu-
bert?

2, Which supply center was 1t?

x, Two of my favorite groups, Steely Danl and Supertrapp, have seen thelir
lead singers make s0lo albums recently. Name these lead singers.

4. How many sittinge did it take Mozant to complete the Opera Jon Uio-
¥aopi?

5. How many sihsarps are there in the key sigrature of the'ratiner remote
lkey of B—sharp minor?

6., Alan Sherman's aong entitled Hapvey & Sheila was written to the tuue
of what oftgn-heard melody?

7. #ho wrote the opera Hansel and Gretel in 18937

I figure this quiz iz a bit easier than the first one, which hopefulily
means that we'll get moOre entries. However it alsc probably indicates
that yount*ll need a score of at laast 20 to be ia the running.

I was surpriged t¢ find that oobody got elithoer of the excerpts in XL-2.

I was sven more astonished to find that we had two guesses that were
identical, but wrong, for ths first omne on page 3. At LepreCon, Michael
Lee bhummed that all weekend, in search of a composer to put with it, I
Just didn't have the heart to tell him he was a hundred ¥ears off the
right track. That waa the first phrase 0f a song recorded by Herb Alpert
in the 608 entitled ™A Walk In The Black Forest! The coaposer is scme
fellow named Jankowsii, which ia very close to what we call my landlord
when he maikes his numerous attempta at music. (Je call him Changlowsiky, }
Milkke Barno guessed that this was Beethovean's Third, which was interssting
becaunas he thcught that the excerpt in onumber one was Beethoven's Thira
ag well. Keap trying Mike, some day you'll get it. Both Blarfo and

Bill Becker thought that the excerpt on page 17 was from Broadway. Bill
gusssad "Oh what a Fool Am I'; and Mike tried "Until we Meet Again™, as
1 say, yYery close, almost had to give the five free igsues away on those
axcellent tries. Unfortunately the answer is Clarinet Sonata 51 by Jo-
hannes Brahms. Yeg that 15 the opening that all clarinet players have
lost sleep over.

I better mention that only unidentified music is fair game here: the stur
on page lO and page 24 is not worth five free i3cues, sspecially as the
title and compoBer are written right therel You thinik that's bad: 3arna
;ried to get five free issues for identifying the guotation from XL#1, plio!
1zght....
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exeelsier No. 3
The Excelsior Baseball League

de have five entries into the X, vaseball pool, As far as I know, nons
of thea are widows.

Taam Aoor. Mnager Groups owned

Jarvis 5t, Joaos J&J Charles Becker ef7a, ghida, an?a,rs?
Ced.'s Rajders oJR Jarry Falkianer abSa, ghli5a, r&ba, wxyzda
Endwell Eurypterids EE Mlike Barno cdbn, rson, jklYVa, redn
Saskatonn Wheat Farmers 3&F Al Stewart mobta, opgq7a, ra¥n, mnda
Benchwarmars B Bill Becker ghife, jkléa, Jjkl¥n, mo?n

Since we could use a lot more entries, 1ot ma explain how it works. Say
in the openling game of the season far the National League, the losing
pitcher is a guy named Excelsicgr, and the guy who hits thes winnimg run
io (the game winaing RBI)} i’ a guy named Dip. If you have the group of
players that contalns either one of thesa guys, you elither get a win or
a loas {for example, the team with Excelsior would get & win) 1n the pool
standings. The groups are divided into leagues and onpumber of letters in
name {1-5, &, 7, 8, and ¢ or more), and igitail letters in surname {toe
groups are ab, cd, ef, ghi, jkl, mn, opq, rs, tuv, wxyx) So if you have
the group:refa, you have all the gmerlcan League players with aa gight
letter name starting with p or 5, If this sounds dumb, you're very per-
spective, What it does 18 take the advantage away from the guys who smow
nothing but batting averages, ERAs and slugging percentages, BGC anyoone
can play with a resonable chance to do well.

Gamefea 15 now §2, and going up. Get in while you canl

1-5 6 7 8 9 or morae
AL HNL XE alL NL

2
7
E
=
B

A B CJR - - - - - - - Tg Egtaz;
EE - - - EE ESJ - - T _ N I need the following:
GHT SR - B - g8 - - - - - TRRENS I8k otans
JEKL - - B - EE B - ~ - . A o matirix stating
MK - - SWF = JsJ B _ _ SWF — ¥our preference among the r
OPyY - - - - SWF - - - - - maiém'.ns ECCUps. . what &

- - - - =& Lezm name, Loglk wha ap=
ggv SJR - - EE ESJ EWF - fE - - penad to Charles Becker, who
WEYZ = - - - - - CWR - _ - forgot to send me onel!

There's r@om for 19 more, so get your entry in now. #Prize is ten free
issues and free entry hnext year; there are lots of minoet prizes as well
as the big one.

I didn'"t hear too much from you on the *why do 6% of ruans have oo RBI to
go with them,' so I did some ressarch into the matter. Tae four ways 1in
which a run can be scored without a corresponding RBI are:

a) 1f a run is scorad am a resulit of a atolen base, no RBI is x<iven

b) if a run is scered on a wild pitech, or passed ball, no RBI is giv-
al

€} Lf a run is scored as a result of a force or reverse-rorce aoublie
play, no RBI is given

d} 1f a run ig scored as a resulct of an error, and 1n the Bscorers
judgement the run would nat bave scored without the errcor, no RBI is .1iven.

Yes, you do get an RAI if you are hit by a pltch or waksed (I mean
waliad), as well as 1f the catcher is called for lnterfersnce or obstruc-
tion. Yes, you do get an RBI 1f a run scores while anuther runner is

thrown cut (except for ¢} above).
I still dan't see that the Cases mentioned above, even in combipa-
tigon, could come anywhere near o4 of all runs. Any ldeas, anyocne?
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'19

aak- add; .
[ b; Plan to continue the ‘detaghable centras, 80 that evdry. ‘month thery:

Aight of aome sort. 41l future April isauss will contatin Runestoms :
‘material, Noveaber Decsaber issnes will have some- holiday relatsd ntam.

‘nine lssues will be split up as followa: three will: cutn;l.u a sort ofl r;

L ay attﬂpts to put iato pl.ucc‘ & Ganad:lnn hraneh Gt th- E, ahd an -
Gmm‘. ’

,Hn\ihsrtalk column, and responses (I'm sure there will be some.} to it, I --ﬁ
will fold up and die upan repding the hate litera
- ma¥s Bull t. In any case, let's at least find out, ahall we. . Anyone -

nat £0 bayond four pagea. Ever.)as well as within the aeaaline set for it_

excelgsior No.3

The REAL DIRECTORY!

EXCELSIOR #5 Puhlished.April &th 1985, ip ?ancnuver_ﬂc CANADA
Pgaq Contents :

X ‘You didn't rull:r th:l.nk I1d do such a thing now, dld you? 1 aasked
© Patricia if she'd mind too much if I printed some falge insults .

under the pretenae of saau ril Fools deception, and I hopa she

© isn't angry at me nowj diﬂ take me one hell of a long whilg

" to decide on what I 'antsd, with the snd result thlt she 1is db-

ing & last-minute :,lob for me. Tham. Patriqial .

_ Direntorr?

- khnnunqenanta._ o 7 R e I |

. LepreCon - 185+—The Artidle. Tl e s HEST
9. . Patterns II gamedtart~—go 5st '“,Hr 'r: e S -- '
g 'Mpﬂab—nthe Runostnn- poll. S ‘ E

: .gerEIﬂOEI-‘Il.'hild ov.r; GH laurnnfcnrr-ct Ipnllins nt nau., gﬁ“
-, puch maTei.i . i _
; BEEEEQUEH ‘-uaatnrt ?”p?“ -‘"“ o '"f'i“YJJEw;”
o Triﬂa QILE NG 2, md m-ora tm lut t:i.-r.-..- e R T
' The Bassball pool—lots of apnnnu:- Aty -n:thm...'[
- The REAL Dirsttory. : [
Fron ‘l‘h Po:u.u-»na' dimvm J.n nﬂ.c hi-tmlu

pagea, though I doubt that future iasues will continue the tread I‘\re_a '
tour pages soch time, I is atartiog to get exponaivel! £}

will bhe something. on the centre that will mors or lasa serve s s high

and a Chriatass card, with poesibly an XL address liet, anad the rem 1i 8
newsletter, with perbhaps inforaation on a Canadian championship gase, - md,'

Tha othor pix issues '111 utmate boum a- roﬁ.val af Bru'x L:Ltul

bhave: bean told in ng uncertain terms that a high gwcm}:a%; nﬁrmydz:;bbqrs
ure o ¢ draade I.:L.n—--'

why reCeives will be ailowed %0 ¢comment on the columns, S0 10115 as it -
ie coberent, logical, and to the point (the whole respouse column will
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Everyone, I'm spure, hma hnard the o aning hara af Richard St-r-das' tone
poemn + (Yoa you hava, Themes susic to 2001: A Space
Jddyssey Ch yeali... Excelejior has just learned through its net
o seagret musicological acurces, & new theory on how this amazing piece
came about, Remempér, you heard it.here first,

it appears that Strauss originnally compossd the pisce for childreas
voices under the title {The Aiphabet Saig) until
it was pointed out to him t no adult could poeeibly have the four-ogw
tave range required, much ilesa a child, Thus Stranss tore up the origin-
al in a rage, but, unbaknownst 0 hiam, ones of the five myateriocus pseple
desigoated by Strauss as witheaaos wes bisased with an exceptional musical
memdry, and a copy of the original was found amnong the items in bhis per-
sonal belon .
This then 16 the original:

DGS Smgft'el A"ﬁ.‘lb&cﬂ chuaﬁnsrm

' . ,'.j;"'"'*""“‘“;f "" - - - -
° pefE ELS app & "o
\: . ! IE F I 1 !: | { -
T = ¢ - r-e-8$-c-e-n-d-o FFff

Belisve it...or not.

Bruce Mclntyre/6191 Winch St./Burnaby BC/Canada V5B au,"(eeu) 299-2382

PAq£ 24 yar luckY...




