I
I

?

24-Pin Printer Gives Zine New Look

E ¢ - : ;!mi !!
AE—= = = —
= == =

A True C.D.0. Une: Correspondance, Diptomacy, and Cplnions

PRIMKE MOVER: Bauce Mclntyne HEAVENLY SUPPORT: Nancy
CONVOYS (PRINTING): Budget Painting, Buanaby, B.C., CANADA

Ve have thrée Tene 1000 are due November i6, but
Mz vene puvLaMwy Aent NOVEMbER 199 GREGORY and MANLER have a
., out by $tyen. FAURE (p22). QUR_NEV ADDRESS alight ennon:l thought the
GREGORY (p.21), and MANLER, 6636 Dow Ave., §203 I5th waa the Frlday. FAURE

boamenty ELGIN (Praxia), but

Burnab B.C. has been nedone--no
now nenamed (p.20-21). ALt 3 ¥e

deadtine
CANADA VSH 3C9 extenslon has been glven. -BM

Diplomacy Is a simple game--ask any novice. Waell, maybe that's not the best person to ask.
Novices make bonehead plays, which, for the most part, are unrelated to their playing ability.
But any good Diplomat will take any advantage offered him, so with that in mind, we present

The Top Tew Tip-OFf Lines Urrered By
Novices Before the First Move, And Your
Best Strateqy Against Them

(reed from bottom wp-—sven ¥ you'ra & movice)

1. "Are you sure there aren't any differences between the
board and the conference map?" (Novices are best on your
side--so resist the urge to dryly say, "actually, I suspect the h

board is much bigger.")
2. "What if I move two of my units to the same spot?" (Tell
him, " nothing happens"--and say no more. )
3. "Could you help me with this convoy
order?" (On the first move? Surrrre. . . .)
4. "Can my ally help me write my orders?" (Agree to
this, and note well who comes forward. )

5. "Can my army go across the water in Con?" (Tell him he
needs a fleet in the Aegean or the Black Sea. If you're Russia
just tell him he needs a fleet in the Aegean )

6. "Harry says you're going to attack me." (Deny it--revise
your orders, then bad mouth Harry and get the novice to
help you knock him out.)

7. "What do you think of Harry? Does he lie a lot?"
(Say," Almost as much as [ used to".)

8 "We have adjacent centres here. It seems to me that we
shouldn't waste a unit defending them." (Agree, discuss the
alternatives, agree on one, then strike!)

9. "l can only stay 5 hours. Is that long enough?" (Tell
him yes, but not to make it public, or he'll be attacked.

Then after four hours go after him.) |
10. "First three letters are enough for abbreviations?"
(Say yes--especially if he's England. )
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EXCELSIOR #38, printed Novesber 2, 1990, in Burnaby BC, by a most eager and helpful
new face (who tells me that pavid Peng has been promot to the head office downtown) at
Budget Printing. ¥ith the usual heaven of a lot of support from Nancy Hurrell, and the

miraculous arrival of a second issue of Fred Davis's subzine--with such a quick (well, for
me this is quick) turnaround, I was sure 1 was gonna be by myself this issuel

Page Contents :

1 The Top Ten Tip-Off Lines Uttered By Novices Before the First Move (And Your Best
Strategy Against Them).

2 Directory

3-5 DipGab. Strike one called by Tom Nash, as I start off with excuses, which Tom tells
us (20-30 times per issue of the Zine Register) that he hates. Other topics: the new

printer, a 50-year old movie, hockey pool acquisitions by MCBruce and Nancy, some
early season NHL comments, short plugs for David M'lﬁm and Pierre Touchette's
Diplodicus, and answer to the Bridge problem on the Add sheet last time.

5-10 Leacock section. The final third of mmgmg_ugs_ﬁ_m_cl@. which is well
timed, as 1 have hundreds of Leacock's Christmas essays to choose from for next
issue.

11-13 MSBruce on Backgammon. (Strike two called by Tom Nash, who thinks XL is full of
Backgammon stuff even when it isn’t.) The computer as tescher: you can learn many
things by watching a computer play against itself-—like hov to lose.

13-14 Most Of The Post. Sorry, make that One of The Post. Not many letters this month,

' but I do have a nice juicy one from David Hood, included the debut of the word
*nother” (obviously the 90s replacement for *y'all®) in XL.

15-16 The It's Your Call quiz (part 3), repeated froms last issue, because nobody's really
had enough time to get anything it yet.

16-17 Seismic Diplomacy rules (once more): last call for those who feel their level of
play is particularly earth-moving....

18-19 Silent 7 Diplomacy rules, another repeat. 7x7 Gunboat with cross-gaming. Like the
notion? Read it and see what you think.

20-22 Diplomacy games. What's where, you ask? Details on cover gamefinder. -

23-24 FRED'S COLUMN #2, by Fred C. Davis, Jr. In #2 Fred looks at the Baltimore area war
between transit and comsuting, while simultaneously causing me to search out my old
calculus texts, because he has photo-reduced two sections of the same article to
slightly different sizes! A few hours from now I am going to be making some very
strange sounding requests ("could you reduce this to 99.41 of original size
please?”), which may get some {nteresting reactions ("All right. Would you mind very
much telling me why?") from the printer!

24 BURNABY GAME OPENINGS #3, It used to appear on the Addenda sheet, but now, in an
all-out, reckless bid to get onto the Runestone Poll subzine ballot, it's in the zine
itself! Eric Brosius please note,

SOMEWHERE IN HERE: The DiploScrabble puzzle, repeated from last time.

Excelsior is a postal gaming zine dedicated firstly to the game of Diplomacy,
copyrighted by Avalon Hill in the U.S., and sold by Vaddington-Sanders above the line, which
tries to be published about 8-10 times a year. Excelsior are wood shavings used in
packaging-—this zine is quite unsuitable for that purpose.

This issue costs $1.26 to Canada, US 85¢ in the USA, and US $1.00 elsewhere, except
for those overseas subbers playing in a Diplosacy game or variant here, for whom the cost is
halved. The normal overseass rate is fixed (but has been cut by 50% this time), the others
are [postage] + [(2¢ CDN) or (1.75¢ US) per page], but the last page you pay for is page 28.

The address to which things must be sent is 6636 Dow Ave., #203, Burnaby BC, Canada
VSH 3C9. Phone number is 604/438-9735, and Monday through Friday from midnight to B8 AM,
604/524-9915. Eventually 1'11 have some sort of E-Mail account too, but I'm concerned about
the c:::;. and the requirement that I get myself a credit card or a chequing account on a
U.s. 3

Cutoff date for next issue (not counting the separate deadlines the Dip game alway
have) is Friday, November 30. Players in games: if your deadline says "Friday, November 15
990," I will accept orders on Friday, November 16, 1990. Sorry about that....
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DipGab

I guess this issue will arrive about 2-3
weeks after the last one. This kind of
eliminates any possibility of it being real
large, since nobody will have any time to
get stuff in from the last issue. But I
think we all agree that it’s about time I
put out two issues in two wonths, even if
the first of the two is so late that the two
issues go out almost simultaneously.

AS I write, I've got 100 XL #37s sitting
on my kitchen table, and this weekend I will
stuff a bunch of envelopes with them, and
Monday morning I'll be getting a paycheque
and will majl them. There are three main
reasons for the cash flow problem. First,
the new boss pays every second Monday
instead of twice a wmonth, so I had to adjust
spending habits a bit. Second, as you see,
I've bought a new printer, completely
disregarding the first problem as I did so.
Third, on September 29, I lost one-hundred
and ninety-two points in fifteen minutes of
backgammon. In a seven player chouette, I
found wmyself in the box after eleven hours
{the game began at midnight) and played the
last game 1 ever will play with unlimited
automatic doubles. The cube started at
eight after three of these, I took the early
lead, doubled to 16, saw an amazing series
of 17-1 and 35-1 shots destroy my position,
and could not accept taking a loss of 96
points (16 times six players) while I was
only slightly behind, so I took the cube
back at 32, and promptly was beaten.
Luckily, the points were representing
quarters and not dollars or finns or double
sawbucks or anything. Anyhow, I saddled
myself with a $50 debt to two people on that
occasion {(the other 550 was for a hockey
pool I entered the next day at the invite of
one of the players), and resolved not to
play unliimited automatics again. The
amazing thing is that 1 won far more games
than I lost in the eleven hours I played: 1
Just lost the big ones and won the
meaningless ones.

Anyhow, I should be back on my feet for
a while now. The situation at work is very
solid, I'll have the debts paid off next
week with lots to spare (especially since
the old printer is going to fetch 5100 from
a co-worker of Nancy's when they get their

paycheques), and the zine will look nicer
with the new printer. Which is the next
subject:

The new printer I’'ve bought not only
looks quite a bit better, but also is a
charm to operate. Strange how the salesmen
never seem to tell you the things that would
sell the product. They say, look at this
self test, isn’t that great? Wwhat I want to
know 1is whether it's compatible with Cé4
graphics programs, whether it will deo
microspacing, whether the ribbons are widely
available, etc. The answers are almost,

yes, and yes, but there’s rather more. If 1

.had known that the thing could do off-line

things lIike "set top-of-page”,
"forward and reverse
clearing", as well as power-up functions
like *"stay in panel pitch/style”, “hex
dump”; if 1 had known how simple it was to
feed single sheets through, if I had known
about the easily available options like
ornamentation (outlines and shadows and
combinations of them), if I had known that
you could buy font cards to add to the
printer, 1'd have bought it in three seconds
flat. And the moral of the story is that
salesmen ought to recognize customers like
me who know what they’re talking about
technically, and just leave thewm alone with
the display model and the wmanual and wait
until they give in. Why do the stores
figure I'm more likely to buy based on what
the sales guy says it can do than based on
what the manual says it can do? The manuail
is well-written, and has a complete summary
of the things it can do on page 3: better
than the self test they showed me. If they
were going to show me something, they might
have dewmonstrated paper parking (while using
single-sheets you can reverse-feed the
fanfold paper to a spot where it is
unaffected by the single-sheet printing and
doesn’t need to be reloaded when you next
use it) and especially how easy it is to
load single-sheets.

The only serious problem I've had so far
is that the GEOS program I use to create
maps and graphics is producing ocutput that
is smaller than the program says it should
be, about 88% of normal size. The old
printer distorted the dimensions so that the
units on wmaps, which were supposed to be
squares and circles, were a bit too tall for
their widths. This has been corrected, and
the result is a slightly different look to
the headline fonts, and the maps. But the
88T 1 suspect results from the machine
printing 90 dots per inch instead of 80.
1'll] see what can be done, but I may not be
able to fix this one. Maybe with the extra
space (because the maos aren’'t quite as wide
now) I’11 relocate the supply centre charts

“paper park",
microfeed", "buffer

down the right hand side. There's a
thought.
Anyhow, with the help of the "hex dump”

option (which prints all the codes sent to
the printer verbatim instead of executing
the various embedded commands, allowing you
to see in detail what your software is
instructing the printer to do), I had no
trouble at all creating a printer file for
the word processor that would do wore even
microspace justification, and I may even be
able to do proportional justification by
next time. If a 64 can do that, who needs
more?

About eight years ago, I took a former
girlfriend to see the latest touch—up of
Fantasia, Disney’s wonderful adaptation of
classical music to animation. Since that
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time, I have come to know and love nearly
all of the music used: Tchaikovsky's
Nutcracker, Beethoven's Sixth  Symphony,
Dukas’s Sorcerer'’s Apprentice, even

Stravinsky's Rite Of Spring. (The original
idea was to bring Fantasia back every 5-10
years with new additions to the programme,
but unfortunately this has never been done.)

I expected, therefore, to enjoy it even more
when it hit Vancouver-area cinemas last
month.

1 was wrong, for three reasons: first,
we attended a Saturday afternoon matinee, an

obvious blunder on our part; second, the
theatre we attended was not the best in
terms of sound quality; third, the 1940
Stokowsky versions of the music is
frightfully out of date with today’s
stanards—--especially in the modern works

like the Stravinsky and the Dukas.

I've talked to a few people about this,
and I have a hard time convincing them that
I could percieve the third problem through
the distractions of the other two. Yes,
there were babies crying and kids doing
gymnastics in the front row and wiggling and
burping and giggling and chattering kids all
around us, and we were totally pissed off at
this, and yes, the sound was not tremendous,
but I don’'t even own a CD player—-I'm used
te sub-par sound quality. But the most
astonishing thing about the soundtrack was
not the distractions or the local acoustics,
but instead the god-awful playing. The
Stravinsky in parts sounded like the attempt
of a high school band, with blatant guessing
at difficult passages and wrong notes. The
Pukas was also very imprecise in spots. I
understand that the animation dictates the
tempo, but John Williams has proved that
this is not an inhibiting factor. If Disney
really wanted to modernize Fantasia, they
would hire a modern orchestra to redo the
soundtrack (it would be a fitting finale to
Charles Dutcit’s wonderful run with the
Montreal Symphony Orchestra), perhaps add a
new piece or two to the programme, and
decree to all cinema owners that everyone
gets in at reduced price for the matinee’'s
and nobody gets in at kiddie price for the
late show. Music lovers do not want to
smolder in a crowd of jittery kiddies.

What’s going on with DipCon ’'91? I have
seen many scoring systems proposed/discussed
in zines, but no official releases from Doug
Acheson, nor any CanCon report, Is his
printer broken or something?

The former Praxis game named ELGIN has
been renamed MAHLER for this zine. ol
Gustave isn’'t my favorite composer in the M

section of Grove (Mussorgsky and
Mendellssochn are slightly higher 1in the
rankings, and of course forgetting Mozart

wouid be a crime), but MAHLER's Symphony No.
2 is nicknamed "The Resurrection.” Seems
logical. Anyhow, Mahler players didn't get
last issue because I didn't copy enough of

the darned things! I actually have onily two
copies of XL #38 left. Does anyone want to
send back their copy (whenever you prefer)
for double credit? Having only two left is
asking for trouble in the future when I go
looking for stuff 1I've written in this
issue.

Our hockey pool teams this year are as
follows: In the Davis pool (520 in, 15
people, 12 players, top 10 count, redraft in
January), Nancy and I are both in
separately, and these are our teams:

Nancy (1lst after two weeks):
(Que), Hawerchuk (Buf), Stevens
Statsny (ND), Courtnall (StL), Ranheim
(Cgy), Bullard (?7?), Lebeau (Mtl), Ashton
(Wpg), King (NYI), McBain (Ver), Mallette
(NYR).

McBruce (15th...): Bellows (Min), Dam-
phousse (Tor), Shanahan (NJ), Sundstrom
(NJ), Roberts (Cgy), Barber (Min), Norton
(NYI), Eklund (Phi), Wood (NYI), Schneider
(Mtl), Holik (Mfd), Ysebaert (NJ).

I'm also in a $50 pool, with 14 players,
all 14 count but you can substitute players
in a draft in January: 1 have Yzerman (Det),
Bellows (Min), Shanahan (NJ), Maclean (NJ),
Fleury (Cgy), Ratcher (Wsh), Barber (Min),
Eklund (Phi), Wood (NYI), Schneider (Mtl),
M.Hunter (Cgy), Tucker (Buf), Hrkac (Que),
Svoboda (Mtl). So far in this one I'm back
in the pack, 9th out of 13. I figure I'm
out $70 unless most of the players 1 have in
both pools have great years. '

Sakic
(Pit),

Anybody noticed the difference the new
nets are making this year in the NHL? They
moved them out from the boards a foot.
Doesn’t seem to be affecting much, but then
Mario Lemieux is injured, and it’'s regarded
as "his™ rule, so maybe we’'ll see more of it
when (if?) he returns. Gretzky wmight have
used the extra space in the old days, but
his stated pace of 2.5 points a game is
already off after a Kings homestand--you
can’'t expect him to perform better on the
road. The Canucks are starting off well,
5-4 at this writing, and wost of the team
harmony stems from the fact that the team
brass has told Viadimir "The Tank” Krutov
(also known as Vlad the Inhaler for his love
of Western food, notably hot dogs, and his
inability to get himself into shape outside
the concentration camsp of Soviet hockey) to
go suck an egg. Seems the Tank was told to
report to camp in shape and wasn't even
close, and now the Canucks are refusing to
pay him--whith was the problem last year:
the guy's making twice as much as anyone
else and he dies after a forty-five second
shift. The other Soviet player here, Igor
Larionov, has brought his contract up to NHL
standards by agreeing to provisions whereby
he can be traded, sent down, or bought out.
Larionov is playing well under the new
contract, but understandably Krutov wants to
get his paycheques coming in before he
agrees to anything 1ike that. He 1is
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...by Steplhen Leacock

[Concluding Stephen Leacock'’s Afternoon
Adventures At My Club, we start with an
essay which must have been potentially
explosive in 1917...]

7. THE WAR MANIA OF MR. JINKS AND MR.
BLINKS
They were sitting face to face at a

tunch table at the club so near to me that I
couldn’t avoid hearing what they said. In
any case they are both stout men with
gurgling voices which carry.

“What Kitchener ought to de,”
saying in a loud voice.

So I knew at once that he had the
prevailing hallucination. He thought he was
commanding armies in Europe.

After which I watched him show with
three bits of bread and two olives and a
dessert knife the way in which the German
army could be destroyed.

Blinks looks at Jinks's diagram with a
stern impassive face, modelled on the Sunday
supplement photogravures of Lord Kitchener.

"Your flank would be too much exposed,”
he said, pointing to Jinks’s bread. He
spoke with the hard taciturnity of a Joffre.

"My reserves cover it,"” said Jinks,

Jinks was

into shape by
but there may be a

currently being whipped
working out with UBC,
legal battle ahead.

Quote of the vear in the Hockey News: it
seems Bob Probert of the Wings is off drugs
and alcohol, proven by bi-weekly testing
agreed to as a condition of his rejoining
the team after his suspension. However, he
still spends time with his drinking buddies,
which has caused rumours to fly in Detroit,
and in an attempt to clarify things, a Wings
executive had this to say! "Unfotunately,
Bob like to hang out in bars where people
drink.” 1 guess in Detroit you have to make
the distinction, but around these parts
there aren’'t many bars where people refuse
to drink.

A nice little modem function I’ve
discovered is access to the Burnaby Public
Library database. You can search for
titles, subjects, or authors, and the

database can tell you where any book is at
the woment. There are even ways to reserve
a book via modem to ensure it’s not picked
up while you hightail it to the branch that
has it. Excellent idea.

As most expected, David Hood did a fine
job in the new Diplomacy World. DW #60 has
some very interesting pieces, including a
fascinating article on a game which ended in
an 18 center win by England in 1935, with
four players reaching double figures at one
point or another during the game. Another

moving two pepper pots to the support of the)
bread.

"Mind you,"” Jinks went on, "I don’t say
Kitchener will] do this, I say this is what
he ought to do: it’'s exactly the tactics of
Kuropatkin outside of Mukden and it's
precisely the same turning movement that
Grant used before Richmond.*®

Blinks nodded gravely. Anybody who has
seen the Grand Duke Nicholaievitch quietly
accepting the advice of General Ruski, under
heavy artillery fire, will realize Blinks's
manner to a nicety.

And, oddly encugh, neither of them, 1 am
certain, has ever had any larger ideas about
the history of the Civil War than what can
be got from reading Uncle Tom’s Cabin and
seeing Gillette play Secret Service. But
this is part of the mania. Jinks and Blinks
had suddeniy developed +the hallucination
that they knew the history of all wars by a
sort of instinct.

They rose soon after that,
waistcoats with their napkins and waddled
heavily towards +the door. I could hear
them, as they went, talking eagerly of the
need of keeping the troops in hard training.
They were almost brutal in their severity.
As they passed out the door--one at a time
to avoid crowding--they were still talking
about it., Jinks was saying that our whole
generation is over-fed and soft. If he has

dusted their

interesting zine to arrive here is Pierre
Touchette’s Diplodocus, which 1is @going
bilingual! 1 wish Pierre the best in this
venture, a natural for the Canadian hobby.

The bridge hand on the last addenda
sheet was not as obvious as it looked:
¢ AJB ¥ KQ42 ¢ J4& ¥ T962
54 led
+ KQI975 ¥ AJBS & A6 4 KJ
In 44 doubled (by the opening leader),

you won the opening lead with the K&
(beating RHO's Queen), and led a spade to
the Ace, with RHO showing out. If you now

fell into the trap 1 fell into, and led a
heart back to finesse the 84, you will
suffer a ruff, as RHO has all the missing
hearts, and eventually lose a diamond and a
club and another spade. LHO will return a
diamond, knocking out the ace, and if you
now finesse the 84, you can't get back to
your hand without giving up a trump trick.
If you finesse the B84, unblock the J¢, and
then lose the club, a diamond and then
ancther diamond will come back, causing you
to ruff, and you still have a trump loser.
Trust me: I watched it happen. One way to
make the hand (with the wvital overtrick) is
to continue with the J¢, then the 84 to the
King, Q#, and then, with LHO holtding the
master trump, play the J¥. If he takes it,
he can take his trump as well, but you then
have four hearts, the T9+ amndd the A4 and can
claim the rest. To bad this eluded me at
the table, because 1 redoubled the damn
thing! ’
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[Bis way, he would take every man in the
United States up to forty-seven years of age
(Jinks is forty-eight) and train him to a
shadow. Blinks went further. He said they
should be trained hard up to fifty. He is
fifty-one. P

After that I used to notice Jinks and
Blinks always together in the club, and
always carrying on about the European War.

I never knew which side they were on.
They seemed to be on both. One day they
commanded huge armies of Russians, and there
was one week when Blinks and Jinks at the
head of vast levies of C(ossacks threatened
to overrun the whole of Western Europe. It
was dreadful to watch them burning churches
and monasteries and to see Jinks throw whole
convents of white-robed nuns into the flames
like so much waste paper.

For a time I feared they would
abliterate civilization itself. Then
suddenly Blinks decided that Jinks's

Cossacks were no good, not properly trained.
He converted himself on the spot into a
Prussian Field-Marshall, declared himself
organized to a pitch of organization of
which Jinks could form no idea, and swept
Jinks’s army off the earth, without using
any men at all, by sheer organization.

In this way they moved to and fro all
the winter over the map of Europe, carrying

death and destruction everywhere and
revelling in it.
But I think I liked best the wild

excitement of their naval battles.

Jinks generally fancied himself a
submarine and Blinks acted the part of a
first class battleship. Jinks would pop his
periscope out of the water, take a look at
Blinks merely for the fracion of a second,
and then, like a flash, would dive under
water again and start firing his torpedoes.
He explained that he carried six.

But he was never quick enough for
Blinks. One glimpse of his periscope miles
and wiles away was enough. Blinks landed

him a contact shell in the side, sunk him
with all hands, and then lined his yards
with men and cheered. 1 have known Blinks
sink Jinks at two miles, six miles, and
once-—in the club billiard room just after
the battle of the Falkland Islands—-he got
him fair and square at ten nautical miles.
Jinks of course claimed that he was not
sunk. He had dived. He was two hundered
feet under water quietiy smiling at blinks
through his periscope. In factm the number
of things that Jinks has learned to do
through his periscope passes imagination.

Whenever I see him loocking at Blinks
with his eyes half closed and with a
baffling, quizzical expression in them, I

know that he is looking at him through his
periscope. Now is the time for Blinks to
watch out, 1If he relaxes his vigilance for
a moment he'll be torpedoed as he sits, and
sent flying, whiskey and soda and all,
through the roof of the club, while Jinks
dives into the basement.

Indeed, it has come about of late, 1
don't know just how, that Jinks has got more
or less command of the sea. A sort of tacit
understanding has been reached that Blinks,
whichever army he happens at the moment to
command, is invincible on land. But Jinks,
whether as a submarine or a battleship,
controls the sea. No doubt this grew up in
the natural evolution of their conversation.
It makes things easier for both. Jinks even
asks Blinks how many men there are in an
army division, a what a sotnia of Cossacks
is, and what the Army Service Corps means.
And Jinks in return has become a recognized
expert in torpedoes and has tsaken to wearing
a blue serge suit and referring to Lord
Charles -Beresford as "Charlie."

But what I noticed chiefly about the war
mania of Jinks and Blinks was their splendid
indifference to slaughter. They had gone
into the war with a grim resolution to fight
it out to a finish. If Blinks thought teo
terrify Jinks by threatening to burn London,
he little knew his man. "All right," said
jinks, taking a fresh light for his cigar,
“"burn it! By doing so, you destroy, let us
say, two million of my women and children?

Very good. Am I injured by that? No. You
merely stimulate me to recruiting.”
There was something awful in the

grimness of the struggle as carried on by
Blinks and Jinks.

The rights of neutrals and
non-combatants, Red Cross nurses, and
regimental clergymen they laughed to scorn.
As for wmoving-picture men and newspaper
correspndants, Jinks and Blinks hanged them
on every tree in Belgium and Poland.

With combatants in this frame of mind

the war, I suppose, might have lasted for
ever.

But it came to an end
accidentally-—fortuitously, as all great
wars are apt to. And, by accident also, 1
happened to see it.

It was late one evening, Jinks and
Blinks were coming down the steps of the

club, and as they came they were speaking
with some vehemance on their favorite topic.

"I tell you,” Jinks was saying, “"war is
a great thing. We needed it, Blinks. We
were all getting too soft, too scared of
suffering and pain. We wilt at a bayonet
charge, we shudder at the thought of wounds.
Bah!" he continued, "what does it matter if
a few hundred thousands of human beings are
cut to pieces? We need to get back to the
old Viking standard. the old pagan ideas of
suffering--=

And as he spoke he got it.

The steps of the club were slippery with
the evening's rain, not so slippery as the
frozen lakes of East Prussia or the hills
were Jinks and Blinks had been campaigning
all winter, but slippery enough for a stout
wan whose nation has neglected his training.
As Jinks waved his stick in the air to
t1lustrate the glory of a bayonet charge, he
slipped and fell sidewavs on the strong




steps. His shin bone smacked against the
edge of the stone in such a way that was
pretty well up to the old Viking standard of
such things. Blinks with the shock of the
collision fell also--backwards on the top
step, his head striking first. He lay, to
all appearance, as dead as the most
insignificant casualty in Serbia.

I watched the waiters carrying them into
the club, with that new field-ambulance
attitude towards pain which is getting so
popular. They had evidently acquired
precisely the old ppgan attitude that Blinks
and Jinks desired.

And the evening after that I saw Blinks
and Jinks, both wmore or less bandaged,
sitting in a cormer of the club beneath a
rubber—tree, making piece.

Jinks was moving out of Montenegre and
Blinks was foregoing all claims to Polish
Prussia; Jinks was offering Alsace-Lorraine
to Blinks, and Blinks in a fit of chivalrous
enthusiasm was refusing to take it. They
were disbanding troops, blowing up
fortresses, sinking their war-ships, and
offering indemnities which they both refused
to take. Then, as they talked, Jinks leaned
forward and said something to Blinks in a

low voice-—a final proposal of terms
evidently.

Blinks nodded, and Jinks turned and
beckoned to a waiter, with the words:

“One Scotch whisky and soda, and one

stein of wWirtemberger Bier--"
And, when 1 heard this,
war was over.

I knew that the

a L &

8. THE GROUND FLOOR

I hadn't seen Ellesworth since our college
days, twenty years before, at the tiame when
he used to borrow two dollars and a half
from the professor of Public Finance to tide
him over the week end.

Then quite suddenly he turned up and the
club one afternoon and had teas with me.

His big clean-shaven face had lost
nothing of 1its impressiveness, and his
spectacles had the same glittering magnetism
as in the days when he used to get the
collge bursar to accept his note of hand for
his fees.

And he was still +talking European
politics just as he used to in the days of
our earlier acquaintance.

“Mark my words,” he said across the
little +tea-table, with one of the most
plercing glances I have ever seen, "the

whole Balkan situation was only a beginning.
We are on the eve of a great pan-Slavonic
upheaval.” And then he added, in a very

quiet, casual tone, "By the way, could you
let we have twenty-five dollars until
tomorrow?"

"A pan-Slavonic movement!"”
"De you really think
couldn't.,"

1 ejaculated.
it possible? No I

"You must remember," Ellesworth went on,
*Russia means to reach out and take all she
can get.” And he added, "How about fifteen
tiil Friday?"

"She may reach for it,"
doubt if she’'ll get anything.
haven't got it."

"You're forgetting the Bulgarian
element,” he continued, his animation just
as eager as before. "The Slavs never forget
what they owe to one another.” Here
Ellesworth drank a sip of tea and then said

I said, "but I
I'm sorry. 1

quietly, “Could you make it ten till
Saturday at twelve?"
I looked at him wore closely. 1 noticed

now his frayed cuffs and the dinginess of
his over-brushed clothes. Not even the
magnetism of his spectacles could conceal
it. Perhaps 1 had been forgetting

something, whether the Bulgarian element or
not.

1 compromised at ten dollars till
Saturday.

“The Slav," said Ellesworth, as he
pocketed the money, "is peculiar. He never
forgets.”

1 asked him.
I had a vague

“What are you doing now?”
*Are you still in insurance?”

recollection of him as employed in that
business.
“No," he answered. "1 gave it up. ) |

didn’'t like the outlook. It was too narrow.
The atmosphere cramped me. I want," he
said, "a bigger horizon.®

"Quite so," 1 answered quietly. I had
known men before who had lost their jobs.
It is generally the cramping of the
atmosphere that does it. Some of them can
use up a tremendous lot of horizon.

“At present,” Ellesworth went on,
in finance. I'm promoting companies.”

"Oh, yes," I said. I had seen companies
promoted before.

"Just now," continued Ellesworth, "I'm
working on a thing that I think will be
rather a big thing. I shouldn't want it
talked about outside, but it’'s a matter of
taking hold of the cod fisheries of the
Grand Banks-—--practically amalgamating
them——and perhaps combining with them the
entire herring output, and the whole of the
sardine catch of the Meditteranean. 1If it
goes through,” he added, "I shall be in a
position to let you in on the ground ftioor.®

I knew the ground flecor of old. 1 have
already wmany friends sitting on 1it; and
others who have fallen through it into the
basement .

I said, "thank you,” and he left me.

"That was Ellesworth, wasn’'t it?" said a
friend of mine who was near me. “Poor
devil. I knew him slightiy--always full of
some new and wild idea of making money. He
was taiking to me the other day of the
possibility of cornering all the huckleberry
crop and wmaking refined sugar. Isn't it
amazing what fool ideas fellows like hiwm are
always putting up to business men?"”

We both laughed.

"I am
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After that I didn't see Ellesworth for
some weeks,

Then I met him in the club again,
he paid his fees there I do not know.

This time he was seated among a litter
of foreign newspapers with a cup ot tea and

a ten—cent package of cigarettes beside him.

"Have one of these cigarettes,” he said.
"I get them specially. They are milder than
what we have in the club here.”

They certainly were.

"Note what I say," Ellesworth went on,
"The French Republic is going to gain from
[now on a stability that it never had.” He
seemed greatly excited by it. But his voice
changed to a quiet tone as he added, "Could
you, without inconvenience, let me have five
dollars?"

S0 1 knew that the ced-fish and the
sardines were still unamalgamated.

"What about the fisheries
asked. "Did it go through?”

“The fisheries? No, 1 gave it wup. I
refused tg go forward with it. The New York
pecple concerned were too shy, too timid to
tackle it. I finally had to put it to them
very straight that they must either stop
shilly-shallying and declare themselves, or
the whole business was off."

How

thing?" I

"Did they declare themselves?" 1
questioned.
"They did," said Ellesworth, "but I

don’'t regret it. 1I'm working now on a much
bigger thing—-something with greater
possibilities in it. When the right moment
comes along I'll let you in on the ground
floor."

I thanked him and we parted.

The next time I saw Ellesworth he told
he at once that he regarded Albania as
unable to stand by itself. So I gave him
five dollars on the spot and left him.

the telephone to tell me that the whole of
Asia Minor would have to be redistributed.
The redistribution cost me five dollars
more.

Then I met him in the street, and he
said that Persia was disintegrating, and
tock from me a dollar and a half.

When I passed him next in the street he
was very busy amalgamating Chinese tramways.
It appeared that there was a ground floor in
China, but I kept off it.

Each time I saw Ellesworth he locked a
little shabbier than the fast. Then one day
he called me up on the telephone, and made
an appointment.

His manner when 1 joined him was full of
importance.

"I want you at once," he said in a
commanding tone, “to write me your cheque
for a hundred dollars.”

"What’s the matter?" 1 asked.

"I am now able,” said Ellesworth, "to
put you In on the ground floor of one of the
biggest things in years."

"Thanks," I said, "the ground floor is
no place for me."

A few days after that he called me up on

"Don't misunderstand me, " said
Ellesworth. "This is a big thing. 1It’s an
idea I've been working on for some
time——making refined sugar from the
huckleberry crop. It's a certainty. 1[I can
get you shares now at five dollars. They'll

go to five hundred when we put them on the
market, and I can run vou in for a block of
stock promotion services as well. All you
have to do is to give me right now a hundred

dollars-—cash or your cheque--and I can
arrange the whole thing for you."

1 smiled.

"My dear Ellesworth,” [ said, "1 hope

you won't mind if I give you a little bit of
good advice. Why not drop all this idea of
quick money? There's nothing in it. The
business world has grown too shrewd for it,
Take an ordinary decent job and stick to it.
Let me use my influence,"” 1 said, "to try
and get you into something with a steady
salary, and with your brains you're bound to
get on in time.”

Ellesworth looked pained. A "steady
job" sounded te him like a "ground floor" teo
me.

After that I saw nothing of him for
weeks. But I didn't forget him. 1 looked
about and secured for him a job as a
canvassing agent for a book firm at a salary
of five dollars a week, and a commission of
one~tenth of one percent.

I was waiting to tell him of his good
luck, when 1 chanced to see him at the club
again.

But he looked transformed.

He had on a long frock coat that reached
nearly to his knees. He was leading a
little procession of very heavy men, in
morning coats, upstairs towards the private
luncheon rooms. They moved like a funeral,
puffing as they went. 1 had seen company
directors before and 1 knew what they were
at sight.

"It's a small ciub and rather
inconvenient,” Ellesworth was saying, “and
the horizon of some of the members rather
narrow,"” here he nodded to we as he passed,
"but I can give you a fairly decent lunch.”

1 watched them as they disappedred
upstairs,
"That’s Ellesworth, isn’t {t?" said a

man near me. It was the same man who had
asked about him before,
"Yes," I answered.

"Giving a lunch to his directors, 1}
suppose,” said my friend. “Lucky dog."

"His directors?"

"Yes, hadn't you heard? He's just
cleaned up half a million or more--some new
scheme for wmaking refined sugar out of

huckleberries. 1Isn't it amazing what shrewd
ideas these big business men get hold of?
They say they're unloading the stock at five
hundred dollars. It cost them about five to
organize. If only one could get on to one
of these things early enough, eh?"

I assented sadly.

And the next time I am offered a chance
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on the ground floor I am going to take it,
even if it’'s only the barley floor of a
brewery.

It appears that there is such a place
after all.

L] L3 "

9. THE HALLUCINATION OF HMR. BUTT

It is the hallucination of Mr. Butt’s
life that he lives to do good. At whatever
cost of time or trouble to himself, he does
it. Wwhether people appear to desire it or
not, he insists on helping them along.

His time, his company, and his advice
are at the service not only of those who
seek them but of those who, in the mere
appearances of things, are not asking for
them.

You may see the beaming face of Mr. Butt
appear at the door of all those of his
friends who are stricken with the minor
troubles of l1ife. Whenever Mr. Butt learns
that any of his friends are moving, buying
furniture, selling furniture, looking for a
maid, dismissing a maid, seeking a
chauffeur, , suing a plumber, or buying a
piano--he is at their side in a moment.

S0 when I met him one night in the
cloak-room of the «c¢lub putting on his
raincocat and his galoshes with a peculiar
beaming look on his face, I knew that he was
up to some sort of benevolence.

"Come wupstairs,"” I said,
billiards.” ) { saw from

*and play
his general

appearance that it was a perfectly safe
offer.

"My dear fellow," said Mr. Butt, "I only
wish I could. I wish I had the time. I am

sure it would cheer you up immensely if I

could. But I'm just going out."

"Where are you off to?" 1 asked, for 1
knew he wanted me to say it.

"I'm going out to see the
Everleigh-Joneses--you know them? no?--just
come to the city, you know, moving into
their new house, out on Seldom Avenue."

"But,” I said, “that's away out in the
suburbs, is it not, a mile or so beyond the
car tracks?”

“Something 1like that,* answered Mr.
Butt.

“And it’s going on for ten o’clock and

it's starting to rain——"

"Pooh, pooh," said Mr.
adjusting his galoshes. "I never mind the
rain--does one good, As to their house,
I’ve not been there yet but 1 can easily
find it. I've a very siample system for
finding a house at night by merely knocking
at the doors in the neoghbourhood till I get
it. [ ]

"Isn't it rather
protested.

"My dear fellow," said Mr.
"I don't mind that a bit. The way I look at
it is, here are these two young people, only
married a few weeks, just moving into their

Butt cheerfully,

late to go there?" 1

Butt warmly,

new house, everything probably upside down:
no one there but themselves, no one to cheer
them up"--he was wriggling into his raincoat
as he spoke and working himself into a
frenzy of benevolence--"good gracious, 1
only learned at dinner time that they had
come to town, or I'd have been out there
days ago-—-days ago——"

And with that Mr. Butt went bursting
forth into the rain, his face shining with
goodwill under the street lamps.

The next day I saw hie again at the club
at lunch time.

“Well,” 1 said, “did you find the
Joneses?"
"I did,"” said Mr. Butt, "and, by George,

1 was glad that 1I'd gone. Quite a lot of
trouble to find the house-—-though I didn’t
mind that, 1’'d expected it-—had te knock at
twenty houses at least to get it, very dark
and wet out there--no street lights yet.
However, [ simply pounded at the doors until
someone showed a light; at every house 1
called out the same thing, ’'Do you know
where +the Everleigh~Joneses 1live?’ They
didn't. *All right,” 1 said, ’'Go back to
bed. Don’'t bother to come down.'

"But I got the right sopt at last. I
found the house all dark. Jones put his
head out of an wupper window. *Hullo,* I
called out, *It's  Butt.,' 'I'm awfully
sorry,’ he said, ’‘'we’'ve gone to bed.’ 'My
dear boy," I called back, ’'don’'t apologize
at all. Throw me down the key and I'll wait
while you dress. I don't mind a bit.’

"Just think of bit," continued Mr. Butt,
"those two poor souls going to bed at
half-past ten, through sheer dullness! By
George, I was glad 1'd come. ‘Now then,’' I
said to myself, ‘let’s cheer them up a
little, let's make things a little brighter
here.’

"Well, down they came and we sat there
on furniture cases and things and had a
chat. Mrs. Jones wanted to make me some
coffee. 'My dear girl,’ I said (I knew them
both when they were children), 'l absolutely
refuse. Let we make it.’ They protested.
I insisted. I went at it-—-kitchen all
upset, had to open at least twenty tins to
get the coffee. However, I made it at last.
*Now,’” 1 said, ‘'drink it.’ They said they
had some an hour or so ago. 'Nonsense,' I
said, ‘'drink it.’ Well, we sat and chatted
away till midnight. They were dull at first
and 1 had to do all the talking. But 1 set
myself to it. I can talk, you know, when I
try. Presently about midnight they seemed
to brighten up a little. Jones looked at
his watch. "By Jove,' he said, in an
animated way, 'it's after midnight.’ 1
think he was pleased at the way the evening
was going; after that we chatted away more
comfortably. Every little while Jones would
say, ‘'By Jove, it7s half-past twelve,’' or
*it’s one o’clock,’ and so¢o on.

"1 took care, of course, not to stay too
late. But when I left them I promised that
I'd come back to-day to help straighten




things up. They protested, but 1 insisted.”

That same day Mr. Butt went out to the
suburbs and put the Joneses' Ffurniture to
rights.

"I worked all afternoon,” he told me
afterwards, "hard at it with my coat off.
Got the pictures up first--they’'d been
trying to put them up in the morning. I had
to take down every one of them--not a single
one right. 'Down they come,’ 1 said, and
went at it with a will."

A few days later Mr.
further report.

"Yes," he said, "the furniture is all
unpacked and straightened out, but 1 don’t
like it. There's a lot of it I don't quite
1ike., I half feel like advising Jones to
sell it and get some more. But I don’t want
to do that till I'm quite certain about it."
After that Mr. Butt seemed much occupied,
and 1 didn’t see him at the club for some
time.

“How
asked.
house?"

Mr. Butt shook his head.

"It won't do," he sald. "I was afraid of
it from the first. I'm moving Jones nearer
to town. I’ve been out all wmorning looking
for an apartment; when I get the right one I
shall move him. I 1like an apartment far
better than a house."

So the Jonese in due course of time were
moved. After that, Mr. Butt was very busy
selecting a piane, and advising them on
wallpaper and woodwork.

They were hardly settied in their new
home when fresh trouble came to them.

Butt gave me a

about the Everleigh-Joneses?" I
“Are they comfortable in their new

"Have you heard about the
Everleigh-Joneses?"” said Mr. Butt one day
with an anxious face.

*No," 1 answered.

“He's {ll1--some sort of fever, poor
chap——been ill three days, and they never
told me or sent for me. Just like their

grit--meant to fight it out all alone. I'm
going out there at once.”

From day to day I had reports of the
progress of Jones's illness.

“I sit with him every day.," he said.
"Poor chap, he was very bad yesterday for a
while--mind wandered, quite delerious. 1
could hear him from the next room, seemed to
think some one was hunting him. *1s that
damn old fool gone?’ I heard him say.

*I went in and soothed him. *There is
no one here, my dear boy,' 1 said, ’'no one,
only Dutt.’ He turned over and groaned.
Mrs. Jones begged me to leave him. 'You
look quite used up,” she said. 'Go out into
the open air.’ ‘My dear Mrs. Jones,' I
said, ’'what does it matter about me?'"

Eventually, thanks no doubt to Mr.
Butt's assiduous care, Everleigh-Jones got
well.

“Yeg," said Mr. Butt to me a few weeks
later, "Jones is all right again now, but
his illness has been a long hard pull. I
haven’t had an evening to myself since it

began. But I'm paid, sir, now, more than
paid for anything I've done. The gratitude
of those two people—-it’s unbelievable. You
ought to see it. Why, do you know that dear
l1ittle woman is so worried for fear that my
strength has been overtaxed that she wants
me to take a complete rest and go on a long
trip somewhere, suggested first that I
should go south. 'My dear Mrs. Jones,’ 1
said, laughing, 'that's the one place I will

not go. Heat is the one thing I can’t
stand.’ She wasn't nonplussed for a moment.
*Then go north,’ she said. 'Go up to

Canada, or better still go to Labrador,' and
in a minute the kind little woman was
hunting up railway maps to see how far north

I could get by rail. 'After that,’ she
said, 'you can go on snowshoes.’' She found
that there’s a steamer to Ungava every)
spring and she wants me to run up there on!
one steamer and come back on the next.”

"It must be very gratifying," I said.

"Oh, it is, it is,” said Mr. Butt
warmly. "It's well worth anything I do. It
more than repays me. I'm alone in the world
and my friends are all I have. I can't tell
you how it goes to my heart when I think of
all my friends, here in the club and in the
town, always glad to see me, always
protesting against my little kindnesses and
yet never quite satisfied about anything
unless they can get my advice and hear what
I have to say.

"Take Jones, for instance,"” he
continued, "do you know, really now as a
fact—-the haltl porter assures me of

jt--every time Everleigh-Jones enters the
club here the first thing he does is to sing
out, °'Is Mr. Butt in the club?’ It warms wme
to think of it." Mr. Butt paused, one would
have said there were tears in his eyes. But
if so the kindly beam of his spectacles
shone through them like the sun through
April rain. He left me and passed into the
cloak-room.

He had just left the hall when a
stranger appeared, a narrow, meek man with a
hunted face. He came in with a furtive step
and looked about him apprehensively.

“Is Mr. Butt in the club?" he whispered
to the hall porter.

“Yeg, sir, he's
cloak-room, shall I--"

But the man had turned and made a dive
for the front decor and had vanished.

"Who is that?" 1 asked.

"That's a new member, sir, Mr.
Evetrleigh-Jones,” said the hall porter.

just gone into the

ffrom Moonbeams

from the Larger
Lunacy (1917)]
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McB. on Backgammon

Can you learn something from artificial
intelligence? Sure. Just kibbitz (watch) a
few games of microchip vs. itself backgammon
with me, and see if you agree with my
comments on the computer’s deficiencies.

The wmicrochip is Fidelity Electronics
Micro Backgammon Challenger (Model 8004) at
its highest of 8 levels. 1I've calied the
plavers Mike and Chip--Chip starts; Mike
moves the Black pieces from A-Z.

Notation is the logical but seldom seen
Kansil system where the 24 points are
lettered B through Y. A and Z are used in
two ways: to denote moves where men are
entered from the bar, and to denote moves
where men are borne off. A move hitting a
plece gets a quote mark. A dash denotes a
combined move: BE EH is abbreviated to B-H
(unless there's a blot at E which is hit;
you'd then see BE’ EH for clarity). Numbers
indicate multiple moves on doubles, like 2JF
2YU,

THE CUBE: On the Fidelity machine 1
can't have the computer play itself except
by “"switching sides” each move. At all
times the computer assumes it is playing a

human oppenent, and when the machine
doubles, it’'s asking me whether to take or
drop. I°'l1l always take, but will comment if

I'd rather drop.

I'1l try to make it possible to follow
along without setting up a board and marking
letters all over it, but 1 haven't room for
diagrams every move, so in a few cases you
may have to wake a few moves mentally from
the last diagram to get the picture. [ may
even be proven wrong on some comments--I'm
rolling the dice, deciding on what move I°d
make, then checking the machine’s move.
Sometimes a move 1 despise wiil turn out
well--backgammon’s 1like that. Ready to
start? Here's Game #1: .

NIKE (black)
roll move

CHIP (white)
roll move

1. 4-3 NJ NK 5-4 B-K*
2. 4-1 ZY RJ 4-3 7?
saRrRarOnN

= T

il !
HIJKLM

ABCDEFO

2. e 4-3 K-R
Mike's guilty here of "liiv padding"--moving

B y
men to established points instead of taking
reasonable risks to make new points. You
lily pad when you're way ahead and have
nothing better. Here, Mike is only slightly
ahead, and has something better: KO MP is
safe 83% of the time, and even if ht rates
to leave him in the lead, as the unhit blot
{s still well placed to make a valuable
peint.

S. 2-2 2YW 2JH

Lots of possibilities here,
F, U, H and E, W and E.
made, making W abd H. There are good
arguments for all of them; I would slightly
favour U, but this is a close decision.
Note that the 2-2 wouldn't hit any blot left
by m®my previous suggestion, but the real
point in taking risks is that the opponent
often needs to use an otherwise good number

including making
or the Move Chip

to hit, instead of making points as he
normally would.

3.  ee 6-4 B-L

4. 2-1 NKL' IH

I is weak; better is YX. Don’t ever make
purposeless moves like IH if there’'s

something better. We're talking about five
seconds of extra thought as opposed to a
slow leak on the level of your game,. (YX
makes 5-5 a palatable throw. Somebody tell
me what the hell IH does...)

4, . 6-5 A-L’

5. 2-2 IX NL 2GE 5-2 AC HR

This is & spot where lily
best-—AF MO is wulnerable to
shots.

6. 5-4 772

padding is
tots of good

6. 5-4 XS LH )

Clearly, GC' HC is far better here. Chip is
about to be doubled, and because he has no
good prospects for a back game (he has four
wen back, but while he waits for his shot
he'll have to advance his front men too far
to keep enough points closed in his home
board if he does hit--this is known in
backgammon circles as poor timing), he
shouid not be happy taking the cube. The
hit-and-cover opens the possibility of a
blitz, and may hold off the cube a few
turns, until Chip’'s decision whether to take
or drop becomes easier.
6.

. 1-1 2RSs' 2TU
7. 4-2 IV YW
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Entering at X instead would leave open far
better back game possibilities, weak as they
now are. The 3-4 back game is far far
weaker than the 2-3.
7. -

8. ACCEPTS FOR 2

I wouldn't take this double unless [ was
playing against a child or a very drunken
adult.

8.

9. 5

DOUBLES TO 2

3-2 H-R

2772

-4
r3 4

9., 5-4 VQ HD

Please write and tell me if you understand
this move. Perhaps the machine feels that
the conspicuous blot at C is a live mine or

something...
9. e 5-2 N-T
The move is fine, but the machine

accomplished it by first telling me about
RT, and then MR. No human would play the
move that way, but backgammon chips have a
fondness for this sort of thing-—-you'll see
a 1-1 moved I-E, but communicated to the
human as FE GF HG IH. I find that the
effect {is psychological--you think ‘“"my
goodness, it’'s leaving a blot here—-oh, no,
I see, it’s not really." There are human
playvers who feel it's unethical to take more
than five seconds to move, and a slow FE GF
HG IH (waybe even wmixing up the order?
really annoys them!
10. 5-3 QL GD

11. 4-1 L-G

12. 4-3 7?2

12. 4-3 HD GD

With the blot at X it's not risking much to
attack here with GC* HE. At least, not
risking much that’'s already lost...

12. ‘e 4-3 C-J
13. 5-2 1IG ID 4-1 J-O
TX TU instead, doesn’'t leave a 17-1 shot,

Chip has played so poorly that even a 17-1
shot is too much for Mike to give him to let
hia back into contention.
14, 5-1 W-Q 6-1
15. 3-2 277

ZYXWVUT
O OO
G (“1

oU RS

S

- T
HIJKLM

15. 3-2 QL
Chip should forget all thoughts of hitting

and concentrate on his home board
distribution with QN HF. Doing this now may
give him a better board when the shot
comes——if there is one.

15. .o 6-4 RX TX

16. 5-5 L-B 2HC

The problem with this move is that a

subsequent six must be used to break from W,
leaving the other man there wvulnerable to a
gammon blitz, and turning a slim chance for

a hit into practically no chance. Better is
L-B GB HC.
16. . 6-5 SY TY
17. -5 W-L 5-4 277?
ZYXWV

SRQPON

HITKLM

17. e 5-4 RW SW

I'm rooting for Mike to win a four-point
gammon here, and this move is the first step
in that direction--the risk is not as bad as

it 1looks: 11-1 against hitting, and fine
chances for a gammon.

18. 6-3 --——- 6-3 SY RU

19. 4-1 2V LK
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MosTt-ONe-OF The Posr

Just one letter this time (my fault for
delaying last issue), but the smaller volume
does give me some time to experiment with
the new font and see what I can come up
with...

DAVID HOOD (Cary NC): Believe it or not,
I just got through the July 1950 issue of
XL. A tour de force, though difficult to
follow in places due to zealous
cut-and-paste tactics. Anyway, I am glad
you had a good time at DipCon--sounds like
the car trips may have been as busy as the
Con itself. I'm just amazed that you spent

hours and hours with Brad Wilson and you two

didn't strangle each other to death. Good
show.

BM: I admit to having had some
uneasiness at the thought of riding

down with Brad--but that was before
meeting him. We got along fine on
the unspoken acknowledgement that we
disagree on a few things that don't
really need to be brought up in anmn
unventilated van with triple digit
temperatures. But strangling?
David, you are talking to a master
Diplomat here--I proved this in 1985,
during the height of the Great Feud,
by talking Terry Taliman, whose views
on the topic of the day were
diametrically oppposed to mine, into

a ride from Seattle to Oregon for
LepreCon '85. I survived that one
too. This idea that when hobby
"enemies" meet there'll be trouble is
silly--never happens. 1f it did
DipCon wouldn't be as popular, except
for hockey fans in the middle of a

long summer drought watching baseball
fights for sustenance...

I too was appalled at the
cut-and-paste tactics in the July XL,
which were caused by rushing to get
things ready for the printer in time.
In a few places I nearly had a heart

attack because I thought something
had been left out where in fact it
was just well—-hidden away
Doesn't GF seem better than LK? It may

still be a race if Chip gets some doubles,
and those gaps should be filled.

19. 2?7 4-3 UY WZ
20. 5-2 VvVQ DB 3-1 YZ wiZ
21. 6-1 QK GF 4-1 U-2
22. 4-2 KG KI 4-4 3ITX UY
23. 4-2 IG EA 6-1 UZ YZ
24. 5-2 FACA 5-2 2XZ
25. 4-3 EA DA 3-2 axz
26. 5-1 G-A 3-1 Xz Y2z
27. RESIGNS WINS 2

That's the game of the wonth. I played and

notated four games and chose this one as the

somewhere... )

PAVID HOOD (Cont.): As far as I am
concerned, your article headline could have
been "Soccer—Yawn." I fail to wunderstand
the excitement over a game that is so
incredibly boring to watch. Fun tec pay, but
terrible to watch. Something like baseball,
only worse. I know this 1is sacrilege,
especially the baseball=boring argument, but
it is toc true. BAs far as soccer goes, the
"action” is repetitive and almost completely
non—stop. No time to digest or analyze
what's going on, and almost no scoring to
get excited about. This is pretty much the
opposite of basketball, which has lots of
breaks in the action, and lots of scoring.
And I'm not just biased towards basketball
because of being a Tarheel--soccer is a big
deal in area high schools, and UNC has one
of the 2-3 besat soccer programs 1in the
country.

BM: I agree that, with few
exceptions, the World Cup tournament
was a boring bloody disgrace, but I
don't think that all soccer is that
boring. The argument that basketball
has more scoring is not really too
valid to me. What's the lowest point
total any NBA team has scored in a
game in the last ten years? 70 or
so--maybe one or two lower than that?
S0 you're talking about a 99.99%
chance that each team Is going to get
70, and when the score ends up 109-97
you say that this is a kot of
scoring, when in fact the only thing
to "get excited about” is the two or
three times a game where one team
scores 12 points while the other is
shutout. They could make soccer
goals twice as big and call it a goal
whenever a defender blocked a shot
that was more than halfway to the
goal--that would create more scoring,
but wouldn’'t really create more
excitement. Now, if the NBA finals
ended up with each team scoring an
average of 80 points each, and this
was not due +to bad shooting but
rather due to much tighter defense,
would you call this exciting? That’'s
what happened in the World Cup.

It depends on how you spectate, I

-

most instructive. I was quite surprised to

find that. in most games, the "equal in
skill* computer players were quite
unbalanced in the actual game--one side

always making far more bad errors than the
other. Next issue I'll present another game
of the month, perhaps featuring the computer
program Club Backgammon. Or, 1 may discuss
some new local backgammon discoveries like
Backgammon Misére (both sides play to lose),
or the fiendish variant of this in which the
game starts with both players trying to win,
but the objective of the game toggles
between Normal and Misére each time boxcars
or snake eves (6-6 or 1-1) are rolled!!
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The beauty of soccer is not s¢ much
the goal-scoring, but the creation of
the chances that 1lead to them. A
idiagonal pass through midfield onto
the feet of a sprinting winger |is
Just as exciting to me as a
quarter—ending buzzer shot from
behind centre.

DAVID HOOD (Cont.): Baseball is a whole
nother story. The problem here i{s, mainly,
all the balls / strikes / spits / shits /
fouls / pick-off attempts / practice swings
/ spits / messing with cap or batting gloves
/ spits. The damned thing is so distracting
1 wander off waiting to see the occasional
double-play or triple, or something else
exciting. Another problem is that I never
care about who wins the game--nct only
because there are no Southern teams to cheer
for (Braves aren't a real team) but also
because there are so many games in the
season that the one you are watching rarely
makes a hill-cf-beans worth of difference.
Admittedly the NBA is kind of like that too,
but at least there is not all that spitting.

BM: Excellent point--just what
does Magic Johnson do when he has to

spit? And if he never has to spit,
how come in nearly every other sport
spitting seems so important? This
question right up there with sports

questions like Do swimmers sweat? and
Why can't Monica Seles hit the goddam
ball without sounding Iike & porno
flick?

DAVID HOOD (Cont.): 1 have tried to get
into baseball every spring for the past
several years, but alvays to no avail. I
just suffer through it to football season.
Speaking of football, everybody in the
Carolinas is sure we are going teo get one of
the NFL expansion teams here in the next
couple of years. I wonder what people in
the rest of the country (and Canada) think
of our chances. We do have the money (talk
about boom states) and the fans (see
ICharlotte Hornets-mania) to support such a
venture, and something 1like the 2nd-3rd
largest TV market in the country. Right now
the plan would be to build a stadium on a
site in downtown Charlotte, although another
possibility exists right across the border
near Fort Mill SC.

BM: Don't know about the Charlotte
situation, but Vancouver and Seattle
have had pleasant experiences with
building downtown stadiums. Even if

you put the thing into a run-down
area, the presence of the stadium
creates other {improvements in the
immediate neighbourhood. Nearby
rapid transit is of course a great

advantage. As for NFL expansion, I

Guess. 1 like to watch goals, but 1 haven't heard wmuch, but it

also like to see "smart" plays, Falcons «can be in the NFC \West,
especially on defense, 1 love the surely Charlotte qualifies,. Seems to
NBA for it’'s exciting finishes, but I me that it ain’'t quite enough to have
couldn't stand up and cheer for my a rich state; you need a Mr. Deep
‘team every time they hit a lay-up. Pockets to make the major finvestment.

You should just hope that the NFL
isn’'t watching the NHL try to expand.

$50 million 1is the price tag: end
result may be no expansien.

I domn't know 1f I qualify as
"getting into” baseball every
year—~there are levels to
fannishness, and I'm at a low
level--I follow the Expos and Blue
Jays, but don't know whe the third
reliever for Houston is, or how many
times Harry gets on with the bases

loaded in the ninth on Tuesday night

games. 1 feel pretty strongly that
talk like that is silly: it matters
what Harry's going to do now, not

what he's done before.

My apologies to David for breaking
up his letter there
somewhat-~hopefully the format will
look good enough that I won’'t have to
continue experimenting next time.

Three gquestions for next issue
(deadline is late November) to
repeat, and one to add:

1. A player sends you orders for

that include 14
and second-last

his 13-unit power

orders! The first,
orders are the same. Nothing in your
current houserules covers this, Is
the unit in gquestion double-cerdered
and must stand, or cam it do what
it's been twice told?

2. Did you follow the new scoring
systewm for modified mean in the
Runestone Poll?

3. Should I continue the baseball

rales questions wel! into the
off-season, or resume them next
spring?

4. How do you normally celebrate

the holiday season in your part of
the world. I'd like to get lots of
responses for next time, especially
from overseas readers, so we can
collect them together for the

Christmas issue--although of course 1
am not limiting this to Christmas.
Please send something soon so it
arrives here in time.
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Ir's Your Call

Here are the It’s Your Call questions
from XL #37 again. You didn't think I was

expecting answers in three weeks, now,
didja?

1. Light hitting Jack “Sour Mash"
Daniels is at bat with one ball and two

strikes on him. The bases are empty and
there are no outs with Lynchburg trailing by
one run in the bottom of the ninth. The
pitcher uncorks a wild pitch which sails ten
feet over Daniels's head. Daniels thinks
quickly and swings at the wild pitch and
reaches first base easily. Do you ailow
Daniels first base, or do you call the pitch
a ball since he swung at the bad pitch to
intentionally reach on a strikeout? 1It’'s
your call.

2. Buddy Budlong is batting and he
squares around to bunt but the pitch is
wide. During his aborted bunt attempt, he
steps on the plate. Budiong makes no
contact with the ball, so should this be
called just a strike or is he out for
stepping on the plate while trying to make
contact? 1It's your call.

3. Runners on first and second base
with two outs. The New York Mammoths’ Bruce
Pearson loops a fly ball over the first
baseman’s head and it falls in for a Texas
League hit,. The runner on second comes
around to score and after he crosses the

plate, players on the other team tel! him
the ball fell foul. The runner starts
walking back toward third and the coach

there sends him back home. By this time the
outfielder has retrieved the ball and has
retayed it to the catcher who is waiting on
the runner when he comes in, and the catcher
easily tags him. Should the run count or
did the runner give it up when he attempted
to return to third base? It’'s your call.

4. A runner on first base gets fooled
back to the bag as a pitcher delivers the
balli to the plate. The lefthanded batter
drills a hard grounder down the first base
line and it hits the runner who hasslid back
into the bag. The runner is on the bag when
he gets hit. Is the runner safe or out?
What do you do with the batter? It's your
call.

5. Casey is at the bat and the Mudville
nine need a base runner desperately in the
bottom of the ninth inning. The mighty
Casey does not strike out this time, but
instead smacks a hard grounder towards
shortstop. In the process the bat is broken
in half and the top half is headed in the
same direction as the ball, The shortstop
cannot make a play on the grounder because
he is too busy dodging the bat. Do you
allow Casey the hit, or call him out because

_Burkett decides to now take off for first

his broken bat interfered with the pluyﬁ
Your decision may decide whether there will
be any joy 1in Mudville that night. It's
your call.

6. Harrv "the Horse" Danning is on
second base. Leaky Fausett is on first with
4two outs and a full count on Brains Padden.
Danning and Fausetl break before the pitch,
but Louisville's reliever, Rubberlegs
Miller, steps toward third base out of the
stretch and throws the ball there to catch
Danning sliding in. Should Danning be
called out or is it a balk on Miller for
making a pickoff move to an unoccupied base?
It's your call.

7. Two runners on with two outs in the
bottom of the ninth. The visitors are
leading 6-4. The home team batter triples
and both runners score. Time is called when
the ball is thrown back to the infieid. The
third baseman calls for the ball, saying the
second runner missed third base on his way
to scoring the tying run. While the pitcher
prepares to throw to third, the runner who
had tripled breaks for home and is easily
thrown out. Can the visiting team still
appeal the runner missing the bag? Or does
the inning end with the score tied because
the third out was made on the play at home?
It's your call.

8. Fats Berger steps to the plate and
hits a grounder toward third base. the bat
slips out of Berger's hands and hits the

third baseman in the shins, making it
impossible to make a play on Berger at
first. Should Berger be allowed to stay on

first because his bat had eyes on it or is

he cut for interfering with the play? 1It's
your call.
Q. Washington's Jesse "The Crab”

Burkett is on second hase with no outs and
no one else on when Matches Kilroy hits a
sinking line drive to right field. Burkett
takes off thinking it will drop in for a
hit, but has to retreat when the right
fielder makes a great catch. Burkett slides
safely back into second, but overslides the
base. The second baseman has the ball, so

base and makes it with a beautiful hook
slide around the first baseman’s tag. 1s
Burkett safe at first or out for rumning the
bases in the wrong direction? It's your
call.

10. Bob "Death To Flying .= Things"
Ferguson is on third base when Gilly Bigelow
steps to the plate. Ferguson notices the
pitcher has a long motion and decides to
steal home. Bigelow doesn’'t realize
Ferguson is coming in and he swings at the
pitch. The opposing catcher has stepped up
on home plate to try and tag Ferguson. Has
the catcher interfered with Bigelow or has
Bigelow interfered with the catcher's right
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SE.SM'C DIplOMACY a)Separati;m and Connection:

. This involves four provinces (land,
[The following are th.e rules of a new sea, or a combination of the two)
{ﬁglants:fhti‘fahrer amtgpenldr:-%}, now(:,?(f't 1 ?;Z forming a configuration such that A is
iomportantly, change} the maps. For a adjacent to B, B to C, C to D, D to A,
simple $3 gamefee, 1 guarantee at least a and A is adjacent to C but not B to D.
hilarious time of it!] The order is:

Seismic Diplomacy is a variant invented A and C separate, B and D connect,
by Pierre Lavaurs. The gimmick is that the EXAMPLE #1: War and Ber counnect, Sil
board changes as you play; otherwise and Pru separate. (Germany and Russia
everything is the same as normal, though now have some serious negotiating to
with the board changing as wmuch as it does, do.)
normality soon becomes extinct, lost in the B and D may be the same.
last seismic event. [ thaank Luc Dodinval EXAMPLE #2: Por and Spa separate, MAO
for sending me a copyv of the rules, first and_HAO connect. (Portugal thus becomes
published by Jean-Phillipe Hubsch 1in the an island in the MAO.)

French zine Vortigern 68, and later It can occur that an order of this
translated by John Marsden for the British kind is ambiguous; such orders will be
zine Ode. These are the rules. disallowed unless the player makes his

1) The Diplomacy rulebook applies with intentions clear.
the following exceptions: b)}Release:

2) After Spring retreats, and after If three provinces are such that A is
Winter adjustments, an additional phase an island totally inside B. and B is
takes place (on the same deadline——it is adjacent to C, a release order would be:
assumed that the British system of combining A and C connect -
seasons is used, as we will in the XL game): EXAMPLE #3: (after Ex #2 has taken
Seismic Events. - effect) Por and Bre connect. (Por thus

3) Each player may order one Seismic becomes a peninsula attached to Bre. but
event per season. Seismic Events are not Eng.)
strictly anonvmous. You can glue England to 3. Iceland, Ireland, Cypress, C(rete,
Africa without leaving a clue as to the Sardinia, Sicily, Corsica, the Caspian Sea
identity of the lunatic. (adjacent at the outset to Sev, Mos, and

4) There are two kinds of Seismic Event, Arm), and Switzerland can be included in

NinDloScrabble ST
to make a play at home? It’'s your call. ; S R
i ]

I know baseball season's over. If you 2 | '
think I shouid hold this over till next b .
spring, answer the question on this very ¢ i i
subject posed in the ROM section of the 4 = lr—“’u
letter column. Answers next time, which"* ’
gives you until the end of November or so. e R

i = TIUIRIKHEINY]
. q R 3]
DiploScrabble " EINGIL TS | L
1 L= [ o
HOW TO PLAY jH E .

~~—in each zzle you start with these = '
seven letters: EUG RTAIF. k H ™M m !

--play four turns of Scrabble con- ! | A, L
secutively, scoring as normal, drawing I

letters from the replacement 1letter list,
from left to right, as needed.

L

; ’l

——subtract 50 for each original letter ¢ ; i

not used in your four turns. REPLACEMENT LETTERS:Draw from left to right, as needed.
~-send me your best score before the f‘ql'IP!NiH NG
deadline, for prizes in subscription credit = 2 'K , = : =Lty tal. =
to XL. é—‘ﬁ IS S FE t 9/d 8 1|5 1 4
--anyone sending two or more entries Triple word B 3 2k s 1T | &
will have their best only counted. 'pbl c 3 2L 1 4.0 1 4
~~-prizes are §1 for the best score, 50 ¢ Double word ;g 2| 142 '.,? : : 3, : g
for any score higher than a SD above Lhe Triple letter ¢ 4 2l0 1| 8i 8 +:
average, and your best three scores out of Double lett & 2 alPp a3 2i¥ & 2.
every five are combined for a series score, oubie letter # 4 2!'Q w 1{Z 10 1.
for a prize of at least $2.00 [Starting letters: EGHTBIF][I 1t 9|R _t 6lbl o0 2|




i
i

Seismic orders. Other unnawed island
provinces may not be. The zone consisting

of water and islands known as Denmark canncot
be broken up. The outside of the board,

considered as an impassible province, also
can be mentioned in Seismic events. This in
particular can lead to some horrfying
consequences?
EXAMPLE #4:
a) StP and Bar separate, Nwy and Out
connect.
b) Nwg and Bar separate, Nwy and Out
connect.

(Result so far: Bar is a pond on the
NE corner of the board, connected to Nwy
only. Nwy is extended to the north edge
of the board, splitting into two coasts,
the east coast bordering only Bar, and
the west coast bordering Nwg, etc.)

¢) Nwy and Bar separate, Out and Out
connect.

{(Now the Barents BSea has become
trapped in the outside, along with any
unfortunate unit that happens +to be
occupying it at the time! This makes
possible this amazing release order:)

d) Bar and Tun connect.

{(Omigod. Bar is now a pond attached
to the south of Tunis!)

6. If two or wmore players make the same
Seismic order, this has the effect of
support--conflicting orders succeed if thus
supported.

7. Seismic orders fail in the following
cases:

a) If there is another Seismic order,
equal or greater, which, if applied with the
offending order, would have the effect of
dividing a province into parts.

b) If there is an equal or greater
Seismic order which, if applied after the
offending one, would not make sense.

EXAMPLE #3:

a) Bul and Gre separate,
connect.

b) Bul and Aeg separate,
connect.

If 1 were to receive both of these
orders, the effect would be to split the
Aeg in two. If one was ordered by more
players +than another, then 1t would
succeed and the other wouldn’t.

EXAMPLE #6 (after Ex #2 above):

Ser and Aeg

Gre and Con

JOPLIN (Sitent 7 Diptomacy—mutles on page [8,

a) Por and NAf connect.

b) Por and Bre connect.

The successive application of these
orders would divide the MAO in two.

8. The application of a Seismic order
can cause a coastal province to be divided
into two or more coasts when it previously
had one or none, or to divide a previous
coast into more than one. Or, the coast on
which a fleet rested may disappear. In
these cases, affected players must retreat
any fleets in such a province to the coast

they wish. This phase comes before
movement. If no order is given the unit
will be disbanded. Should a fleet find

itself in a province which has lost all its
coasts, it is trapped and may onty stand (it
may be supported) until a coast is opened
for it.

9, Certain provinces are regarded as
straights provinces. If they posess coasts
on both of the following sea areas, those
coasts are regarded as one:

Con with Bla and Aeg
Kie with Hel and Bal
Den with Ska and Bal
Swe with Ska and Bal
Nap with Ion and TyS

XL will be opening a game of this wild

variant. $3 gets you in for all the wild,
wacky fun. (Not only that, but this game
has first opriority on zine space, at

least-~-especially-—for the map.) Let me go
over some of the strategies I saw used in
the game just completed in the Belgian zine
Mach die Spuhl, just to give you an idea of
the flavour of this variant. At the end (a
1908 conceeded win for Germany), the board
looked rather interesting, as you might
expect. Italy had been taped to Tunis,
cutting the effective range of all
southeastern fleets drastically. At one
point I recall Portugal adjacent to Moscow,
but I also see that Helland sailed up to
Norway, where it stuck tight. Somehow
Galicia ended up as an offshoot of the
Caspian Sea by the end. But that's only the
beginning of the fun. There’s no limit to
what could be done. An English win without
building a fleet or making a convoy is one
interesting possibly that springs to mind.
Anyone intererested??

monthty deadtines): 7 needed—I'tet be Usting

the pseudonyms here, not the ptayer names—it’'s st come §inst senve on the paeudonyms

Llsted in the nutleas.
KODALY (Regufar Diptomacy, 6 week deadlines):

playens, monthty deadliines, no gamefee on

again and I'¢e add you to the isL.
Se{amic, Sitent 7 and Road Thr

Let’s gel some volunleens.

I4 you wanted in one 0f these and totd me before, and are nol Listed hene,
Ié wyou'sre 4interneasted, please
would att be exciting to ptay and to xead about in XL—»so0

Thene are »tile no othen zrinesa pubtlishing in Burnaby other that this one.

declde younr team’'s success—gor 6-8-10
nequined, xules in XL #37, on avallable

depoalt
$or the asklng) Matcotm Smith, Brent MCKee, 4, 6, or 8 needed .,

tell me

please.
apeak up! I think

Pity. -
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Silent 7 Diplomacy

' There's a new trend in the hobby, and
ifor the first time in a while, it concerns a
kopular new method of playing Diplomacy. I

ad figured that the only thing that could
get this hobby excited was feuds,
controversies, and CDO elections (well, two
out of three ain't bad), but I'm delighted
to see that the 7-Game Round-Robin Gunboat
Tournaments are becoming as popular as it
seems. So, I feel no hesitation in jumping
on the bandwagon, although I -am adding my
own special wrinkles, explained in Rule 2
below.

SILENT SEVEN DIPLOMACY RULES

1. Silent Seven Diplomacy is a
twice-removed variant of Diplomacy, being
not a variant of the original game, but a

variant of a variant (Gunboat Diplomacy).

The rules are organized as follows: These
rules take precedence over the XL
houserules, which in turn take precedence

over the current Diplomacy rulebook.

2. OUTLINE AND DESIGNATION: This is a
game for seven players, each playing each
power once in seven simultaneous Gunboat
Diplomacy games. Despite the fact that
there are seven games being played
simultaneously, there is one winner: the
player amassing the wmost wins, or most
points, using a system explained below, if
there is a tie for most wins. (When there
is a tie in wins, players are still eligible
to win on points even if they are behind in
wins.) All seven games are subsidiary to
the match as a whole; once a player clinches
a victory (example: by winning four games),
games still in progress are abandoned.

Aside from the usual Gunboat
considerations (players remain anonymous},
there are a few other rules which must be
mentioned here. The winner of the match
receives the pot, the amount of which is
decided upon by the players, The players
are identified by pseudonyms, making it
possible to determine that "the guy playing
France on Board 4 attacked me on Board 2".
Cross-gaming 1is therefore allowed, even
encouraged, and should come into play if one
player gets or threatens to get an early
lead. Deadlines are once a month. No press
will be allowed, nor will any other clear
attempt to negotiate (example: A Ber sure
hopes that French army gives him a support
to Munich next season). The British-system
of retreats and adjustments is wused, with
little possibility of separated seasons
except for Winter 1901. All games run
concurrently, if a GM error forces a delay
in one game, all games will be stopped.
There are no stand-bys, and a player may
return after numerous NMRs.

It is my hope that the Miller Number
Custodian will see that this is ocne game and

not seven, and will assign a MN as such.
Indeed, with the number of these types of
games cropping up, perhaps it's time for a
new designation of variants.

3. GETTING INVOLVED. The match will
be called JOPLIN, after Scott Joplin, the
early 20th century king of Ragtime m=music.
The seven individual games will be named for

seven of Joplin’s plano compositions: Sugar
Cane (SC), The Favorite (F), Weeping Willow
(WW), Bethena (B), Gladioius Rag (G),

Euphonic Sounds (ES), and Magnetic Rag (M).
The pseudonyms for unidentified players are
the names of Joplin's contemporaries in the
Ragtime world of the era, a number of which
were aided by Joplin in getting their music
printed, and one (John Stark) who took the
bold step of publishing Joplin’'s (and later,
others’') music, wmaking it possible for a
later era to rediscover the master composers
of the ragtime days. They are as follows:

Louis Chauvin, Joseph F. Lamb, Arthur
Marshall, Artie Matthews, James Scott, John
Stark, and Tom Turpin.
The country assignments are as
follows:
-------- Game Name =—w——==——=
Player SC F WW B G ES M
Chauvin R E G A T 1 F
Lamb A T I F G E R
Marshall E G T R 1 F A
Matthews T I R E F A G
Scott G A F T E R i
Stark F R E ) A G T
Turpin I F A G R T E

If you want to enter the match, here's
what you must send:

a) Name, address, telephone number,
areacode, and best days to call in case a
bug has to be ironed out over the phone to
keep the match moving.

b) preference list for pseudonyms.

¢) Maximum and minimum amounts that
you are willing to contribute to the prize
peel, over and above the $10 gamefee. The
$10 covers postage for reports (I'm thinking
along the lines of an eight page subzine)
that will not always appear with XL, and the

highest figure acceptable to all will be
added to the game fee to form the prize
pool. For the purposes of the prize pool

(but not the $10 gamefee: the extra fee for
Americans reflects the higher postage to the
U.8.), at least for the start, the American
dollar will be accepted at $1.15 CDN, and
the pot wiil be converted at the end using

the exchange rate then if necessary. There
is no prize for second place.
4. SENDING ORDERS. You must send

orders for all games still
you will have NMRed.
position following
following Summer

in progress or

Maps will always show
Winter adjustments or
retreats. The British




system of season combinations, which allows
you to do this, boils down to this: Order
your units normally, then be pessimistic,
and assume the worst. For any unit that can
be dislodged, you then write a 1list of
retreat options should this in fact happen.
It sounds complicated, but 90L of the time
(more in Gunboat, where combined attacks are
chance affairs) you can figure out where the
attack 1is going to cowe from, though in
extremely rare cases you might submit two
lists, depending wupon who dislodged you.
You need not include all options in your

list; if no space you listed is open, you
disband. Adjustments may require a
complicated set of conditionals, but you

should find that most of the time a list of
adjustments covering all possible cases is

straightforward. A few examples:
GERMANY (Fall 1901) A Den-Swe,
F Kie-Hol, A Bur—-Bel (retreat to: Par, Gas;
|unless AUSTRIA orders A Vie—-Boh and

A Tri-Tyr and my moves to Hol and Bel are

stood off, then retreat to: Par, Mun)
Adjustments: +3, F Kie, A Ber, A Mun; +2,
A Ber, F Kie unless AUSTRIA orders A Vie-Boh

and A Tri-Tyr, then A Mun instead; +1, as +2
without A Ber.

Here Germany wants to be sure to get
an Army built in Munich 1if Austria comes
knocking and France and England are not
helpful. The adjustments are complicated
but discernable, but I remind you that
Winter 1901 will be separate, and you’ll
rarely have to worry so wmuch.

Don't forget, if you do NMR, you will
be allowed to return at any time, though 1
don’'t encourage the practice of talking a
holiday from the game.

5. ENDING A GAME. All game end
proposals wust give supply centre counts, as
well as significant countries (the winner,
or those sharing a draw). The total number
of supply centres must be at least 34 minus
the number of neutrals in the last Winter
season, and may not be higher than 34.

6. ENDING THE MATCH, DETERMINING THE
WINNER. The winner is the player whose
countries have won more games than the
countries of any other playver. If there is
a8 tie for most wins, all players are
eligible to win under the following point
system:

WIN. . ..viocvitirntnneensaal00
Draws:

2-WAY..... seereesaeraenan 60
I-WAY....c00nn [ 1]
G=WAY .. i it ettt nr s 30
5-WAY .. .oeunecenornnssnas 24
G—WAY. . vr it eenrnnnnens 20
T-WAY........ teneee eeeas 17
SURVIVAL.......+ v0esee...15

PER SUPPLY CENTRE......... 1
ELIMINATION............. -25

concede or the GM
determines that one player has an
insurmountable lead, the match is over, and
all games still in progress are abandoned.

If the players

7. GUNBOAT MECHANICS. The nature of
Gunboat is that the players remain
anonymous, and the element of negotiation is
stifled (for Gunboat games in which press is
allowed), or silenced. In this game there
will be no press. There will alse be a ban
on deliberate misorders and joke orders
which appear to negotiate with the other
players. Prophetic multinational orders and
joke orders, which may appear to negotiate,
will be changed if they have no possibility
of succeeding. Examples follow:

GERMANY A Mun S A Tyr, A 8il1 S A Boh,
A Boh shudders at the prospect of allowing
this Turk to win another board. A Boh will
hold, ©period. Playvers are expected to
realize the dangers of such a situation.

ENGLAND F Edi S Fre F Nth, A Lon—-Nwy,.
This will be allowed, as the army order is
not illegal, despite the fact that it seems
to ask for the convoy, if not now perhaps
next time. However, if the first order was
instead F Edi S Freuach F Eng-Nth, the second
order would be changed to A Lon H.

GERMANY (Spr. 01) F Ber-Kie, A Kie-ben,
A Mun-Swe. I would change to A Mun H, even
though the encrypted message to Russia (is
it Russia who it's intended for?) is
unclear. Germany could be saying "It's
yours”, or could mean “"Don‘t bother, I'm
standing you off."

8. GM ERRORS, I will do my utmost to
ensure that the match is not delayed due to
an error, but I need the help of the
players, and a few good rules to keep us all
honest. 1f there is a GM error, the
deadline for notification is one week before
the next deadline. Errors not reported by
this time stand, the printed orders taking
precedence over underlining, boldfacing, and
the map, in that order. If it becomes
neccessary to delay all the games because of
a problem with one of them, I will add $5
Canadian to the pot for the winner. Delays
will happen if a) two games or more have an
error, or b) an error in one game causes a
player to want to change his orders in
another game as well, Otherwise, players
will be expected, once notified, to get
revisions in, by phone if necessary, for the
game in question.

Suggestions are welcome, as I realize
these rules probably need some work. I
don’'t think a month is too short a deadline
when you don‘t have to write any of the
other players. And I'm not going to think
about changing the winning criterion, but
some of the peripheral areas of the rules,
like handling GM errors, could use a
suggestion or two, Let me know what you
think, and if vou're interested.
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CELS
'‘GERMANY TIES RUSSIA FOR EARLY LEAD

"Don’t shoot me, Pim only the piano player,” says new GM.
iﬁfﬁiﬁiiiiiiiii“'.:"=‘===‘?F==“‘E=====Ji==zfjiggggﬁi .
ECD Tviernga ed & K@@.lﬁﬂ@f‘ MAHLER ) 198877 _aftec Fall 362

S01 Chwano RY *3
Thornton iU
LSA 60476

Tali SR

(.27’ Gevis
7074 Halton Duck Laks
Koad sHolton -1t
USA 49425
fRassin (oI
Marc Feters
TG North St
Tun Fraria wi
Usa 53530

@8
Russell Rowe
1503 17th 5t
flederiand TX
LSA 77627
i @E
Frank Eastaon
51 Gordon ‘way
Tharnhill ON
_anada L3T SAl

|Bob Gossage Jr
17201 S, Central Pk
[Evergreen Pk L
S 20642

S " ‘.'~.L(.‘,": T
{Onug Acneson / Unit 5, A FT T e
yute 330, I20 Yonge St LT ’%v‘ i
Barra ON - e TR " ey
NN [ e R e e |
PP {q (o TBLTEL L RUS [

()W H P Edi Lpl g ]lou Bar Kia HMun HMos | StP 7Y [ Saw Lo [klar T
iIURKEY_ 7% BUILD OH=_§ (T3 AISIBUILD OI4E £31 FRANCE (31
[Ank 3 [Con & Smy & [8ud & Is %

RFUTRAL § (0}
{Bet S @ |Bul E'[l!en !H’;re s {Hol ! Iqu g_fﬂo: B Rum o2 [Ser % 1Spa & iSwe ) fun S 0D

MAHLER [FORMERLY ELGIN (PraxIsS)] 198877 FaiLt 1902 RESULTS

ENGLAND F ENG H, F_BAR-STP. A YOR-NWY, F NTH C A YOR-NwY
GERMANY A DEN-SWE. A MUN H. F SKA S ENG A YOR-Nwy, A BeL S A HoL, A HoL 5 A Ber

RUSSIA A STP-NwY, A FIN S F Swe, F SWE S A STP-Nwy, A WAR-LVA, F Rut H. A UKR § F RuM
TURKEY F AEG-GRE, F CON-AEG. A BuL S F AEG-GRE, A SMy-Con

AUSTRIA A TRI-VEN, A SER S Tur F RuM-BuL, A VIiE-TYR, F ADR S A TRI-VEN

ITALY A APu-TunN. A TuN H, F Ion C A APU-TUN

FRANCE F GLY-TYS, F MAD C A SPA-NAF, A SPA-NAF, A BUR-GAs, F WHE S F GLy-TYS

PRESS:

GM: 1 have no idea why Eric’s computer requires A Bel S A Hol-Hol, and even
less do I undergtand why the two Holland's survive to sppear in the game
report. The above is a retyping of the Fall 1902 season in this game, in the
style that I wuse. Hi. I'm Bruce McIntyre; I publish Excelsior--lastest
issue enclosed, CDPO Co-Ordinator Cal White has co-ordinated this orphaned
game clear out to the west coast. Burnaby is a suburb of Vancouver, which is
the third largest Canadian city, about a two hour drive north of Seattle WA.
This sometimes means an extra day or two in the mail, so be prepared for some
postal frustrations if you like to leave it until the last week or so to get
your first set of orders in.

Yes, you did get something from me a little while ago, when Eric was in
control of this game. At least, you did unless you changed your address. I
prepared all of that initial report before finding out (to my intense
displeasure), that Eric Klein had been reassigned as the new GM by the USOS.
I have no problem with the USOS reassigning games when the Canadian orphan
officer takes a long time to do so--but you can imagine how I felt when my
work in preparing the initial notice was found to be unneccessary. In any
case, while Eric had the game, I outright refused to do anything about it,
despite the fact that idiotic Canadian nationalists roared at the USOS for

Uie s Mo < [Rom E;i TUen"%® |Bre = Mar o Par ER
=
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WHAT’ STILL NO HEADLINES?

Search goes out foc missing headime werter.
ol ewsit ,‘_@m@usn@m GREGORY _1989CE _____— after winter ia03

4730 Eastwood Dr
=201 Datana OH
Sa 45107

[ & SMg -
Iz0rgon Argyle ;
{7 T08-TI0 Michigan St
{Victora B

AAaNADA VY RS

o :_‘E_
Zrent Mcr.ae
201 Avenue T North

Saskatoon SK
CANADA S7L IB9

o=
Claude Gauuron -‘
520 rue St-Jean-Baptists
Winnipeq MB
CANADA F2H 2Y1

loln|
‘Bop acheson
Dox 4622, Station SE
Edmonton AB
CANADA T6E 240 |
Ay [ile)|
Charies arsenault 7k
12 rue Doyen Gosse i
IRA0Q St Martin dHeres
FRANCE

DEY
Maryin Gaker i
121 Trent Or.
Taylars SC

€M Bruce MCintuie, 4636 Dow Ave., #2803, Bunpabu B, r‘ﬂHﬂDn UIH 3C9. lph. &84/ 43R-973%)

usa 29687 HEXY SEADLINE: Moon P.S.1. Friday . Novernber 15, 1999,

P : &3] Y ! T4

[ i P Edi ipl Lon [IY Kia Hun Mor O |50 O jSav Wat ‘_1
TURKEY (%} A rXi ALY 17 FRANCE (103 |
Ank Con & [Sm Bud @ [Ir D [Vle & |Na Rom & [Wen & lBre é Mor & TPar &
NEBTR 0¥ ;

Bef But Den Sre___ B Hol § Hwy g'ﬁm § | CiiSQf . Q Spa & [Swe & lfun —?‘

ENGLAND [No cHANGE) HAs F Nwy., F BAR, F NRG

GERMANY [BuILbps F Kie) HAs F KIE, F Swe, A WaR, A LvA, A BoH, A Mun, F DEN., A BEL

RUSSIA [NRR: F Nwy DISBANDED: NRR: GM REMOVES A GAL] HAS A Mos, A Ukr. F RuM. A STP

TURKEY ([No cHANGE) HAs A GRE, F BuL(sSC), A ANK, F AEG, A CON

AUSTRIA {BuiLps A VIE) Has A VIE, A SeEr, A Bup

ITALY (NRR: GM rReMovEs A TYR, F ION) HAas A TRI

FRANCE [BuIiLDs A Par, F BRe. A MAR] HAas A Par, F BRE, A MArR, A LON, A RoM, F TuN, F Tvr,
F Nap, A VEN, F ENG ;

PRESS:

GM:NRR can be an abbreviation for No Retreats Received, or No Removals
Received, as I found out while typing up Brent’s non-orders for Russia!
Anyhow, 1 want to apologize for the delay, I came home from CanCom to a bunch
of job uncertainties--now it appears that I'm better off tham before, and to
prove it, as you see, I've gone and bought a new printer!

"stealing” a game that had been abandoned for wonths. Now that Eric has
expressed a desire to discontinue his postal games, I seem to be the logical
choice: the hobby politicos are happy, I'm happy to have a new group of folks
sending me stuff-—-but you players have a good reason to be unhappy. I want
you to know that I fully understand your displeasure with the crap that has
gone on with this, and I'1l1 do my best to ensure that it stops right here.

Parameters: deadlines 6-weeks apart, houserules as enclosed in XL #37
{revised slightly from the last I sent out), you need not sub to XL to pilay,
game reports on flyer, separate from zine deadlines anyway.

My address is 6636 Dow Ave, #203, Burnaby BC, CANADA V5H 3C9. Piease call
me collect at 604~-438-9735 if yvou do not wish to continue in this game, so 1
can arrange a quick replacement from my stand-by 1list.
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ERROR DISCOVERED BY RED-FACED GM

Austrian army rises from dead in Warsaw miracilet
IGordon Argyle Bl axcelsier FAURE 1986(:(: _ _ - 3'“9“'_50_"%9 1304
*300-320 Michigan St i oo S T IREE SEUN RN
Victoria 8C { G

(CANADA WEY IRS

|Bob Acneson :
IBow 4622 Station SE §
iEdmonton AB

ICAaNADA TEE 240

'lr" tarvin Saker
1M Trent Dr

}Ta lors SC .
§U5 29607 i
FEIEHIII.IIIQEG
Pyl Milevski :
|-$ S0 Eabtwood Dr. ;
(T2 7 Batavia OH :
1UPA 45103 :
fansiBn 0Ny o] 2
'Frerre Touchette
e Bruyere
iGatineau FQ
ICANADA JBT 2T9

iClaude Gautron
1520 rua St Jean-Gap-
itistes Winmpeq MB
rCANADA R2H OH2

jJacgues Belanger
2354e Manguy
‘=ta-Foy PO

€M: Bruce MCintue, 6636 Jous Auve., #1231, Burnaby BC. CANRDR UIH 309 (ph 484.-438- ~ST Ay |

L-ANADA GV 355 HEXT DEADLIME: Noon P3T. Frid Hﬁknmber 16, 1994
1)
[ P Edi Lpd Lon Bas IK!- Mun Mos s St’ D Sew @ {Has "."v':-’-‘-i
TURKEY ( ( AL 73] FRANGE (3)
ank_ 3 [Con & [Smy Bud O [T SlUle @ [Nap & Rom & [Uen 3 Bie O [Hter BlPas “PT‘
MEUT AL S (D) :
i Befl Bul = iDen Toe = [Hol § [Hwy § [Poc Q@ Rum 5 [Ser @ [Spa_ 2 [Swae TTun % )—!

AURE 1988CC SPRING 1908 RESUL TS (READJUDIGATION)

ENGLAND F_Por-MAD
GERMANY [F ENG R LON; BUILDS F KIE) F Kie-HoL, A PRU S A SIL, A LVYA-WAR, A RuH S A PIC-BUR,

ASILS A LVA-NAR- E Tun-JoN. F LON-ENG, A LPL H. A PAR S A PIc-Bur., A Pic-Bur.
RUSSA F Nwy-NTH., A BER S A Mun. A MUN S A SIL

TURKEY [A CON R ANK, REMOVES A SYR, A ANK] A ARM-ANK

AUSTRIA [Buitps A VIE. A TRI] A VIE S A BoH, ATRI H, AGAaL S A WAR, F AeG-Ion, A Bup H,
AWARH, ABoHS AGAL, A MOS $ A WAR, ASEVSAhos. AUKRS AGaL, ACon H

ITALY A TYR S Aus A Box, A Tus-Rom. F Swy H,

FRANCE [A PAR ANNIHILATED]) F IRS-WAL. A MAR-BUR, A GAS S A MAR-BuUR

PRESS:

GM: The original version had the A Lva somehow making it to War, I corrected
this within a few days of mailing the flyers, sending the corrections with
AL#37. Players not receiving the correction (you all should have gotten it)
should note the change.

Thanks to Marvin Baker for taking over as Russia. As you might expect from
the delay, I had a rather rough August-September job-wise, but am now back on
track, as you see, with a brand new printer. No rough spots expected over
the next little while, unless Iraq invades the rest of the Gulf nations,
succeeds, and hoards all the oil for itself.

Gordon Argyle did quite well to get orders in this time, as he apparently had
to tape-record them from a hospital bed, and have someone else type them.
I'm not trying to arouse sympathy or anything, but I just thought you might
like to know that the Englalish orders, verbatim, this time, were "F-POR
2-MAO™! I can't wait to get to GREGORY, where Gordon's typist has written a
whole paragraph!
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Fred's Columw No. 2 by Fred C. Davis, Jx.
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Gaant Fraser, 5 needed.




