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Pinch me, | must be dreaming. Can it really be...
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pCon report CANADA VSH 3C9 Baseball questions start: p.3

By all accounts, it was a most unusual DipCon, and not only because Doug
Acheson called lhe shots But there were some weird and amazing thmgs

f( I'm .&Iyywny me this long to F
Yhat W appencd al Q(p&p
(Boliove it..9s cNot)

(read from bottom up)
1. Doug Acheson found somebody shorter than himself
2. A new issve of XL appeared
3. The scoring rues were changed in the midde of
the toumament_and no fumiture was broken

4. Second behind Gary Behnen for the

Koning Award was "No Award”
5. People voted for K.C. because they

figured it was Kan-Con with a K.

6. Gary Behnen won a game and the toumney only
hours after copping the Koning Best Player
trophy in full view of everyone
7. Lamy Peery (today Can-Con, tomor-
row the worldl) won a game
8. The Facts In Five toumey was decided by
Robert Lesco's pharmaceutical knowledge
9. Nobody had any serious trouble finding
the place, or even got sunbumt
10. MSBruce still had some centres at
the end of three games

—
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PoLL Tak #10

anm«umdst.ummmmw November 1, 1891
It's been a long ime since the last Poll Talk—almost six monthsi During that time, |'ve collected and typed
in the final ballots for the 1891 m.mwmwmmwmmmm1mmm
Roar of the Crowd, the Runestone Poll publication.! Now I'm studying for an actuarial exam on November 8,
but | do have time to take a braak and type up this subzine.
This lssue I'd like to consider a hypothetical question. First let me give you some background. In this
yurnGMPol.mwmmaﬂhr'mtaeuwmmnymmumUnlvuuty
of Washington. (The votes were a "8 and a "10") *Judge” is an automated Diplomacy GMing program, and
mwmnhnmmmmmwfmmmmn

o Signs players up for the game automatically. They need only sand a specified e-mail message to the
wmn‘smm.TMmmmmmmMMMplmuMhhmwy. |
can also be set o reject players who have a history of NMRs.

o Distributes countries randomly at game start. (As an altemative, the human GM may use preference lisis
to do the job and inform the program of the results.) :

. Tmsomm.Wum.mummmmomwnammmnmmmm
who have signed on as spectators. Mr. Losb estimates that the program makes less than one error per
ten complete games—a record few human GMs can match.

o Accepts and publishes press. The program can be set to accept white press, only, white or gray press,
or press of any color.

° SOr\dsoutawunlngmemmnaphyerNMRn(udounoflookbranplanum—lhumn(m,
Is responsibie for that litte jobl)

o Has been programmed to handie many differant map and rules variants, Each new variant does require
some Initial work to feed the map Into the computer and/or make any needed rules changes.

Here's my question: if “Judge” were to recaive enough votes to qualify for the GM Poll, should | Include it in the
Main List? Should | use an asterisk, like the one Roger Maris had 1o live with? Or should | omit it completely?
One persan (I'm afraid | have forgottan who) suggested that the program’s designer; or the program's user,
who should get the votes—after all, we don't give GMing awards to Andy Lischeit's typewriter! But which?
What's more, “Judge” Is more than a tool—it practically runs the game unassisted. True, someone must
|intervene at the gamestart 1o decide what kind of a game will be played. And there may be need for help If
something goes wrong. But you can set up a game on “Judge” and take no further action until the game s
over (you must mail the report to the Boardman Number Custodian, who doesn't have e-mall yet.) Should you
warlummmleuﬂaﬂyoumdmnﬂmmualy?

Here's another question. Suppose you run games both manually and using “Judge®. And let's suppose
JYOU'pramcuhnyemr-pmm,soMyourmualgmm'amm.Wouldltbetlgmbmuuwtm
groups of votes together? Write and let me know what you thinkl

Last time we talked about play-by-mail Candy Land. Kevin threatened to start a game just to prove how
sasy it would be to GM. Six months later, he's finally pulled it offl Scott Cameron, Dan Sellers, Chuck Listz
and | are the eager contestants. Something tells me it will be harder than Kevin originally suspected. ..

"The firat printing is sold out, but il you send me $5.00 1l make up & reprint for you (all but the pretty yellow coverl)

i 3How 10 be a GM". Mr. Losb suggests that e-mail GMs would be weil advised 1 use the “Judge™ program If they wish to run a

vember |
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FORT Y-ONE
1221

fleche ]L

DipGab

I dunno, folks. I've waited so0 long
to publish an issue that for the first
time I have to edit the hell out of
what I've collected for the zine. So
if the next few paragraphs read like
an overdone précis, the reason is that
1 can only publish 60—page issues once
a decade or so.
In August,
peared at work,
brother Hafez,
those data-management

a brand new 386 ap—

courtesy of Saied’'s
who has used one of
systems to

ized for gas statiomns. They had no
problem with me using it on graveyard
shift, but then the input/output chip
died (I was using it when this hap-
pened, but I appear to have been
spared any blame for this), and Hafez
has now decided that the environment
at the station is too dusty for a
computer.

About the same time, I bought a
mouse for the XT, and tried to create
a new Diplomacy map utilizing my 24-
pin printer. But a few calculations
showed that to get the higher reso-
lution I’'d need more memory, and some
drawing programs I 1looked at all
required a hard drive. I began enter—-
taining thoughts of borrowing to buy a
286, and then I won a random-score
jackpot at the bridge club for $350,
which provided enough of an incentive
to start a down payment. I found that
the store where I bought the 64 would
allow me to pay in installments, and I
bought their cheapest 286 system. At
this point Hafez and a few other
people advised me to get a 386 if
possible. The difference was about
$500, but by the time I finished
paying for it, the difference was more
like $300. The result is a new compu-
ter (for the techies: 386DX, 25MHz,
41MB hard drive, VGA colour monitor,
to which I have since added DOS 5.0
and a non-upgradable $40 version of
Windows 3.0 to what I already had),
which is all pretty nice.

In addition, I wrote this bit:

It had to happen. I couldn’t go
about spending $1500 (it ended up
being about $1300) on a computer
without incurring some serious jeal-
ousy from Nancy, who has expensive
ideas of her own for apartment addi-

create an accounting package special-

tions. She finally convinced me to |
agree to some of these requests, and
as a result we are now well in debt
to pay for a swall freezer, a VCR,
and the computer, all of which will
total $2500. The computer will be
paid off by November, the freezer on
Nan’'s Bay card by the end of the
year, and the VCR replaces the rent-
to-own arrangement on our TVs, which
ended in July, and requires about
$20 less per month. As I write
this, we’'re a week away from our
next paycheque and nearly broke——we
may not get a chance to try out the
VCR until then, since we don’t have
any tapes. I have this odd feeling
that we've over our limit, but the
reality is probably that we'll just
have to limit our spending for a few
months until the computer and free-
zer are paid for. By then it’'ll be
Christmas and we can JUST START
OVER. ,

it's Your Call

More baseball questions! This
time there Is a bonus gquestion, for
the simple reason that one of the
questions s Impossible to get
wrong. Yes, absolutely IMPOSSIBLE
to get wrong. I Included it anyway
30 you can all try to guess which
one it is. You shouldn't have a lot
of trouble guessing which one I
added. Here's the first:

1. Rainbow Smith of the Arkan-
sas Reds is on third base and Jere-
miah * Eversole tries a suicide
squeeze to bring him home in a
close game. Eversole gets the bunt
down, but Smith doesn’'t get a good
break from third. The bunt is rol-
ling down the first-base line and as
the first baseman tries to field it
and make a play at home, Eversole
plows him over. The first baseman
is unable to make a play at either
home or first base. Do you allow
the run? Do you call Eversole out
for interference? Do you call Smith
out because Eversole Iinterfered?|
Are Dboth runners out? It's your
call.

ol e—
P ——.

[(Next question is on page 5]
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(- By the way, what is this caval-
cade of jokes about people not being
able to set the timer on the VCR?
This is not a problem, trust me. 1In
fact, the only problem with the
thing is the instruction booklet’s
first directive: read the instruc-
tions before wusing. If you tried
that, you'd be asleep before you
reached page 3. I'm just putting a
finishing sentence or three on to
this paragraph not three days after
we took it home, and I now have it
programmed to record Letterman every
night so I can watch it when I get
home from work, and The McLaughlin
- Group on Saturday afternoons, which
I always forget until well after
2PM. The thing can hold eight com—
mands in its memory at one time, so
this still leaves s8ix "channels"
open for anything else which might
come up. No problem!

All this doesn’t explain why XL
hasn’'t come out--I could claim bank-
ruptcy, but +that'd be pretty lame.
Here's what I wrote a couple of months

ago:

And as I write, we’re up against
that old bugaboo, the threatened
postal strike. The Conservative’'s
contribution to this ever-present
problem was to force the postal
unions to amalgamate, essentially
trading a bunch of small threatened
strikes for one big threat every few
years. It used to be that we’'d have
a threatened postal strike every two
weeks, as the Union of Wife-Swapping
Postal Screwdriver Straighteners Who
Work Omnly Tuesday Evenings or some
other sub-sub-~union would start mak-
ing noise, and the rest of the hun-—
dred-odd unions would vow to strike
in support of the dozen people whose
contracts were up. The Supreme
Court ruled a few years ago that
Canada Post's unions could not fight
labour battles on multi-fromts, and
this, I believe, is the first con-
tract dispute since then. I'm torn
between hoping for a quick settle-
ment and wishing for immediate total
privatization. A vast majority of
Canadians, I think, would be behind
the government if it decided to do
what Reagan did to the air traffic
controllers ten years ago. And the
great difference is that it is quite

apparent that most of CUPW are not
skilled workers, and such a fiasco
would not result in any long—term
lapses in service.

In any case, with the tight money,
I decided to wait until the resolution
of the problem. This took longer than
I thought it might, as the whole thing
was placed on the back burner with a
mediator for a few weeks while the
government dealt with the civil ser-
vice strike. Then the mediator sud-
denly dropped out in disgust, and the
government introduced back—to-wark
legislation. I guess it’s about time
for me to go back to work as well,
even though I am not sure that this is
finished. CUPW is such a militant
union (and Canada Post’'s management
is, admittedly, pretty hard line) that
the legislated truce may fall apart at
any time—--I wouldn’t put it past CUPW
leader Jean—Claude Parrot to issue a
fill-the-jails order, but for now the
mail is moving.

So that’'s what's been happening:
here are a few odds and ends I wrote
earlier:

My Grade 5 teacher, Mr. Neufeld,
was in the habit of giving us mathe-
matical puzzles for small prizes,
knowing very well that a quarter went
a long way with ten-year-olds in 1972.
But he never gave out his biggest
prize, which was five dollars (a small
fortune) for bringing to ¢lass a col-
lection of anything at all that we
could prove numbered exactly one mil-
lion. I thought of getting a piece of
paper with a thousand dots mimeo~
graphed one thousand times, but real-
ized that that would cost money. I
didn’'t think I could draw ten thousand
dots on one mimeograph master without
a loss in clarity which might result
in a stray dot here or there. Even-
tually I came away with the idea that
a million is a bloody large number,
which of course was Mr. Neufeld’s pur-
pose in offering the prize. Even
though he never knew I had thought
seriously about it (because I wanted
to surprise him) it was a valuable
lesson, one that would serve well in
today’s world of billion-dollar defi-
cits and million-dollar athletes.

But consider this. My new printer
has a graphics mode that can do 360
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dpi horizontally, and 270 dpi verti-
cally, which over 80 square inches
(that’'s a standard 8% by 11 inch sheet
with a half-inch at the top and bottom
and quarter-inch margins), wusing no
electronic marvel to do the multipli-

cation, comes to 7,776,000 dots.
They'd be difficult to count, but a
patterned display could show only

every sixth dot, which would lower the
count to 1,296,000 dots. It wouldn’t
be too hard to change the borders to
make this 1,000,000 exactly. If I've
time I'll see if I can manage this and
copy it for you on the back of the ad-
denda sheet.

Mr. Neufeld’s five dollars |is
safe, though. He retired about the
same time as dot-matrix printers began
to replace daisy wheels and teletypes.
He must have seen the danger they re-
presented.

And I must tell you a bridge story
I call The Worst Defense Of All Time.

ROCKY
¢ J9876 ¥ 82 ¢ KT9763 & ———
¥ AJT93 ¢+ 54 + AKTS3

MSBRUCE

¢ K

I opened a heart, Rocky bid a
spade (the diamonds are longer but the
hand hasn’'t enough strength for a two-
level response), I rebid +two clubs.
At this point Rocky should realize
that we're on a misfit and "prefer" by
bidding two hearts. Instead he bid
two diamonds, and after we both rebid
our minors I got to play the ludicrous
contract of 3NT, which is just short
of impossible. After the ¢Q lead, I
counted my tricks: three. I needed
only six more, and the only advantage
I had was the opposition: easily the
club’s worst pair. 8Stilil, it was hard
to see how anyone could contrive to
hand me six tricks. Little did I know
I'd be handed eight more!

I started by ducking the opening
lead. Looking at it now, I don’'t know
why I did this, but it did set the
scene as the ¢A (obviously singleton)
was played by RHO. Now she led the
5, on which I played the king, and
LHO, thinking I had the queen with it,
ducked! I now led the 45, and, after
some thought, with three diamonds to
the jack remaining, for some odd rea-
son LHO played the jack. RHO did show

LHO to duck, and after only thre
tricks they'd turned an easy +300 int
a —-400. After running the five dia-
monds (discarding down to the highq

out, so it was entirely illogical fog

clubs and YAJIT9 in hand), I led the ¥8
from the board, ducked it, and lost to
the queen. After some more of what
passes for thought, my brilliant LHOj
led another heart and 1 made eleven
tricks on this abomination!

OK folks, this is impressive. We
saw the movie that won Best Picture
last year, in a theatre, for less than
a dollar per hour. Even when you find
out that Dances With Wolves was quite
long--3:15--this is quite impressive.
We saw it on a half-price Tuesday in a
110-seat theatre, one-quarter full at
5PM, for $3. Not bad, huh?

Not bad is an understatement. I
did make one bad error though. If you
haven’t yet seen Dances With Wolves
and get the chance to do so, 1 suggest
you bring your own food (I suggest
that you do this no matter what movie
you see, cheapskate that I am), and
most important, don’t plan on eating
any of it until the movie is at least
30 minutes old. If you do like I did
and bite into a sub just as the lights
dim, you may have to call the food,
and perhaps the whole outing, a total

BASEBALL QUIZ continued
{continued from page 3]

2. With the bases loaded and two
outs, Warren "Buddy" Budlong hur-
ries home with the potential tying
run as Jason Cornell hits a sharp
grounder in the hole between third
and shortstop. The third baseman
makes a diving stop and scrambles
up and attempts to tag Ople Wright,
the runner coming in from second.
Wright retreats to second base and
the third baseman flips the ball to
the shortstop who makes the tag.
In the meantime, Budlong has
crossed the plate before the tag
was made. Do you count the run
since it scored before the tag and
since the third baseman chose not
to make the force play at third?
It's your call.

L [Next question is on page 6]
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Canadian Content

[Leacock’'s first book of short
sketches was his most popular, not to
say that his career went downhill, but
because for his debut book he could
select from ten years of writings for
various magazines. This is the first
sketch from that book. Keep in mind
that the financial institutions of
1910 were quite different from today’s
bright, user—-friendly, electronic
banks. ]

My Financial Career
by Stephen Leacock

When I go into a bank I get rattled.
The clerks rattle me; the wickets rat-
tle me; the sight of the money rattles
me; everything rattles me.

The moment I cross the threshold
of a bank and attempt teo transact bus-
iness there, I become an irresponsible
idiot.

I knew this beforehand, but my
salary had been raised to fifty dol-
lars a month and I felt that the bank
was the only place for it.

So I shambled in and looked timid-
ly round at the clerks. I had an idea
that a person about to open an account

must needs consult the manager.

I went up to a wicket marked "Ac-
countant.” The accountant was a tall,
cool devil. . The wvery sight of him
rattled me. My voice was sepulchral.

"Can I see the manager?" 1 said,
and added solemnly, "alone." I don't
know why I said "alone."

"Certainly," said the accountant,
and fetched him.

The manager was a grave, calm man.
I held my fifty-six dollars in a crum-
pled ball in my pocket.

BASEBALL QUIZ continued
{continued from page 5]

3. The Butte Copper Kings has
Sam Mejias on first base when Heine
Meine, a.k.a. "The Count Of Lux-
embourg," fouls a pitch off. Poca-
tello pitcher Porky Odom receives a
new ball.from the umpire and as he
is walking up the pitcher's mound
he notices that Mejilas has retouched
and 1is already taking a big lead.
Odom quickly fires over and picks
Meijias off. Is Mejias out? It's
your call.

[Next question is on page 12]

DIPEAR continved from page =Y

loss--the first scene is a real lose~
your-cookies type.

The other piece of advice I have
is to see it in a theatre. VCRs are
great for movies——but not +this one.
This one requires the big screen; it
is painful to imagine it being played
out on somebody’s portable TV some-
where. We really got the best pos-
sible-—a tiny theatre without the
throngs of people that would have been
there had we decided on the evening
showing. Movies in Vancouver are odd-
-used to be that you’d go downtown and
stalk Granville 8t., where there was a
concentration of large 50°'s-60's thea-—
tres. Then in the mid 70’'s the first
multi-theatre house was built (one
large room, two medium sized rooms and
three tiny rooms), and that began the
shift to multi-room complexes in the
late 70’s. A decade later, the new
trend is to get out of the downtown
core and into the suburban malls. You

go to the suburbs to see the first-run

flicks while jostling in +the uncom-
fortable modern (read: small) seats
with unknown neighbours and fighting
with basketball players in front of
you for sightlines, and you go down-
town to see second-run films for half-
price, usually in a traditional-sized
room with comfortable seats for you,
your girl, and both your coats. I
can't see paying $8 to have adole-
scents drive me up the wall for three
hours.

So, as I make a restart on this
issue in wmid-November, 1I've got +to
finish the DipCon report (this ex-
plains any memory lapses, but don’t
believe me if I try to tell you I
won...) and the letter column, and it
already looks might largish. Forgive
me if I do a squeeze job on the report
or on the baseball answers: I may not
have enough space to print everyone'’s
responses this time--might be better
if I summarize them. I'm hoping for
another issue in mid-December, which
you might get by January.
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"Are you the manager?” I said.

God knows I didm’t doubt it.
"Yes," he said.
I asked,

"Can I see you," *alone?"
I didn't want to say "alone" again,
but without it the whole thing seemed
self-evident.

The manager  loocked at me in some
alarm. He felt that I had an awful
secret to reveal.

"Come in here," he said,
|the way to a private room.

the key in the lock.

"We are safe from interruption
here,” he said. "Sit down."

We both sat down and looked at one
another. I found no voice to speak.

"You are one of Pinkerton's men, I
presume, " he said.

He had gathered from my mysterious
manner that I was a detective. I knew
what he was thinking, and it made me
worse.

"No, mnot from Pinkerton’s," 1
said, seeming to imply that I came
from a rival agency.

“To tell the truth," I went on, as
if I had been prompted to lie about
it, "I am not a detective at all. I
have come to open an account. I in-
tend to keep all my money at this
bank. "

The manager looked relieved but
still serious; he concliuded now that I
was the son of Baron Rothschild or a
young Gould.

"A large account,
said.

"Fairly large," I whispered. "I
propose to deposit fifty-six dollars
now and fifty dollars a- month regu-
larly."

The manager got up and opened the
door. He called to the accountant.

"Mr. Montgomery,"” he said unkindly
loud, "this gentleman is opening an
account, he will deposit fifty-six
dollars. Good morning."

I rose.

A big iron door stood open at the
side of the room.

"Good morning," I and
stepped into the safe.

"Come out," said the manager cold-
ly, and showed me the other way..

I went up to the accountant’s
wicket and poked the ball of money at
him with a quick convulsive movement
as if I were doing a conjuring trick.

My face was ghastly pale.

and led
He turned

1 suppose,” he

said,

"Here," I sajid, "deposit it.*
tone of the words seemed to mean, “Let
us do this painful thing while the fit
is on us."

He took the money and gave it to
another clerk.

He made me write the sum on a slip
and sign my name in a book. I no
longer knew what I was doing. The
bank swam before my eyes.

“"Is it deposited?™ I asked in a
hollow, vibrating voice.

“It is," said the accountant.

“Then I want to draw a cheque."

My idea was to draw out six dol-
lars of it for present use. Someone
gave me a cheque-book through a wicket
and someone else began telling me how
to write it out. The people in the
bank had the impression that I was an
invalid millionaire. - I wrote some-
thing on the cheque and thrust it in
at the clerk. He looked at it.

"What! are you drawing it all out
again?" he asked in surprise. Then I
realized that I had written fifty-six
instead of six. I was too far gone to
reason now. I had a feeling that it
was impossible to explain the thing.
All the clerks had stopped writing to
look at me.

Reckless
plunge.

"Yes, the whole thing.*

“You withdraw your money from the
bank?*

"Every cent of it.*

“Are you not going to deposit. any
more?" said the clerk astonished.

"Never."

An idiot hope struck me that they
might think something had insulted me
while I was writing the cheque and
that I had changed my mind. I made a
wretched attempt to look 1like a man
with a fearfully quick temper.

~with misery, I made a

The clerk prepared to pay the
money.

“How will you have it?" he asked.

"What?"

"How will you have it?"

*Oh"--I caught his meaning and an-
swered without even trying to think--
*in fifties."

He gave me a fifty-dollar bill.

"And the six?" he asked dryly.

"In sixes,” I said.

He gave it me and I rushed out.

As the big door swung behind me 1

caught the echo of a roar of laughter
(conclusion on page 8]
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Editorial

There used to be a time when a pub-
lisher could trust The Zine Register
to be a useful free ad for his zine,
whether his zine was good or bad,
large or small, regular or sporadic,
1liked or disliked. Over the past
year, the apparent purpose of The Zine
Register has changed from a place
where hobby zines are listed and given
a short description, to a depository
of zine reviews. People in this hobby
seem to prefer to have somebody else
tell them whether or not they should
give a zine a try, rather than just
asking for a sample and making the
|decision for themselves. Zine reviews
as they are currently written tell you
what is wrong with a zine quite graph-
ically, while the good points get men-
tioned only as admissions, if at all.

The latest issue of The Zine Regi-
ster is quite impressive. It contains
oodles of stuff, including zine re-
views from about a dozen different
people. New editor Garrett Schenck
has pitched in with comments on most
as well. The fact that it looks so
damn great made it a real letdown when
I found the entry for XL and dis-
covered I'd been trashed for calling
attention to the variants I've wanted
to start for a while now. I thought
that a high profile plug might just
get enough people interested enough to
try them out. But then I look a col-
umn over and see that Garrett thinks
*anyone who wants +to play here 1is
nuts," and Phil Reynolds writes that
"XL makes me yawn." Somehow I get the
idea that I might have been better off
not advertising the game openings,
but, hey, I thought that this was a
function of the hobby’s zine listing
service. Apparently it never occurred
to Garrett that I was concerned by the
lack of games going on in this zine
and wanted to do something to restore
the balance. But, you see, in the New
Hobby Order, this is a no—-no, because
I've acquired the reputation as a Bad
GM, so0o therefore everyone should be
warned that they are nuts to play
here. And if I'm smart, I will recog-
nize +that my reputation has ©been
established for the end of time and
give up GMing altogether.

The criticism didn't stop there,
but I think that I have had a rough

time recently in scheduling and lay-
out, so I can’t complain about the
slams there, and if my topics bore
Phil I guess he has every right to say
s0 if he wants his name in lights as
Mr. Zine Reviewer. But the hobby of
the ’'90s sure is hell-bent on tough
criticism: even the top-ranked zines
have taken pot-shots from reviews re-
cently. There’s even argument in the
Zine Register about other people’s re-
views and how good or bad they were.
You know what we're discovering from
these insightful comments? Every-
body’s view is different!

Well, I’'ve always understood that.
That’'s why I tend to keep my mouth
shut unless something’s really good or
really sucks.

Having been thus trashed, one ob-
vious question is: should I give up
Diplomacy as a part of the zine? I
seem to have limited options:

1) Continue to try to fill the Si-
lent Seven, Seismic and Road Trip
games. The chances of success are not
good here, and probably have been dec-
imated by the reviews in The Zine Reg-
ister.

2) Switch to something simpler
like Gunboat, with the occasional Reg-
ular Dip Opening. This might work if
the "avoid McBruce" ZR campaign looks
the other way for a while.

3) Try to locate guest GMs to run
games in XL. This hasn’t worked in
the past, but then I haven’t picked
the greatest people as Guest GMs ei-
ther.

4) Forget Diplomacy altogether.

Listen folks, I don’'t mean this as
a threat, but without the games this
zine has very little interest for me.
I don't want signups out of sympathy,
I want you to tell me how I can get
more people playing. Garrett will
probably use some of this editorial as
material to be quoted and laughed at
by the Turbo Freaks, but I don’t care,
I've given up on the ZR. I prefer not
to give up on XL, even if some already
have.

———{LEACOCK, continued from page 7]-—-
that went up to the ceiling of the
bank. S8ince then I bank no more. I
keep my money in cash in my trousers
pocket and my savings in silver dol-
lars in a sock.

{from Literary Lapses (191Q}]
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I won’t give you the usual long DipCon
report, just a few snippets from a
long report that I abandoned because
of lack of space and too much elapsed
time.

I did manage to win a game before
the Con began...

A game of Kremlin was begun, with
myself, Patrick Fleming, and about
three first-time players, including

Randolph Smyth, who eventually had the
second best shot at winning it. In
ten years, the Party Chief was con-
trolled by me for six and Patrick for
four, and out of this we got a misera-
ble total of three waves, so the game
went into overtime, where the control-
ler of the Party Chief after the Fu-
neral Commission in Year Eleven is de-
clared the winner. I made Randolph a
deal in which the Party Chief I con-
trolled would rehabilitate four hacks
from Siberia, costing him twenty years
of age, making it aboyut 50-50 whether
he would survive the health phase die
roll. In return, Randolph would pro-
mise mnot to try to Purge the Party
Chief in Year Eleven with the KGB
[Chief he controlled, plus the cards he
might use to make that easier. Since
I controlled the Party Chief and the
Foreign Minister and Randolph con-
trolled the KGB and Defense Ministers,
his guy would go up if the Party Chief
rolled another small number (and this
particular Russkie had managed to roll
for me a feeble string of broken
wrists and sudden attacks of the flu
in four successive October Parades)
and died. Luckily, I managed to roll
a 16 and lived to tell you all about
it.

Friday night didn’t go too well
for me...

Drew Russia in the first game, and
although I didn't know it at the time,
two of the steadiest players on the
board were the two I couldn't reason-
ably call neighbours, France (Bob
Odear) and Italy (Bob Hartwig). The
opening negotiations with my neigh-
bours went something like this:

Turkey (Eric Newhouse) wanted +to
get right into the Med as soon as pos-

sible, a stand-off in Bla, real or
staged, was not apparently in his
vocabulary. He would be very inter-

ested in going after Austria, but who)
wouldn’'t, playing Turkey?

Austria (Bill LaFosse) was pro-
bably the best player in our area of
the board, which was why I allied with
Turkey to start. He wanted my assur—
ance that I would not move to Galicia.
I gave this early on, and then gave it
again and again and again, even after
I had decided to go there. "So you're
not going to Galicia?" "No." "Can I
trust you?" "No.* I should have rea-
soned that all the extra third degree
meant that he was being tipped off.
but this didn’'t occur to me at the
time. :

Germany (Patrick Fleming) acted as
though we weren’t even neighbours. My
request for a DMZ in Pru/Sil/Bal was
waived aside as standard and expected.
I suggested A Kie-Hol as opposed to
A Kie-Den, for obvious reasons; he
said he was thinking seriously about
it. This sounded to good to be true:
either he was not worried about me at
all, or he was coming at me from the
start.

With England (Larry Peery), I
pointed out that a Russian army in
Norway was a great insurance policy
against attack from Russia in the long

run. Larry’s probably heard that ar—
gument several hundred times: he said
he’d prefer me to head south. He said

that he +thought France and Germany
were in cahoots, which I’ve heard
several times in my somewhat smaller
experience, but this time I was able
to assure him that this could not be
true, since Fleming is not an alliance
player (preferring to stab whenever
possible). How wrong I was! :

In Spring 1901 I opened to GBo,
Ukr, Gal, and Rum. Germany opened to
Hol and did not attack. England moved
to Yor, Nth and Nwg. Turkey went to
Bul, Ank, and to Con with the fleet.
Austria moved to Ser, Alb and Tri.
Italy moved to Ion, Apu and either
held in Ven or stood off somebody
somewhere. I don’t remember exactly
what France did.

So far so good. Sweden was as-
sured, Rumania almost certain, and I
had a guess at which Austrian centre
to go for. Turkey told me to go for
it, either one, and he’d be there soon
to help ocut. We agreed that it would
be better not to talk too much before
this move in order to make it more
difficult for the others to recognize
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e Russia-Turkey alliance. In retro-
spect, this was a bad idea, since with
War—-Gal and the lack of a bounce in

la it was already out in the open,
and a bit of imagination could have
ensured that Austria would be even
worse off than it turned out. Bill'’s
options were A Tri-Vie, A Ser-Bud, and
I wouldn't get any Austrian centre,
ut Eric might get Ser. Or, more
likely, Bill could do the self-stand-
ff in Bud, from Ser and Tri, which

ould leave open Vie, and probably
eeps Ser. It seems to me that with
wo centres certain I'd have been bet-
ter off to give Eric a shot at a sec-
ond build: A Gal S Aus A Ser-Bud with

Bul-Ser would contain the Austrian

ell.

what happened was even worse.
eft to myself, I tried A Gal-Vie, but
stupidly didn't follow it wup with

Ukr-Gal, preferring instead to sup-

ort myself in Rum. The guess was
ight, but the tactics were wrong. I
ad seven Tcentres, but the alliance
as clear to all, and Italy had moved
in for his share of Austrian goodies
(or so we thought).

Also in Fall 1901, Larry Peery
NMRd by placing into the box a list of
E}lils units sans destination spaces.

is led to another mistake by yours
truly-—-building a north coast fleet.
I should have built two southern ar-
ies and a fleet in StP(sc)——attacking
ngland was futile with all three of
is units facing me, whereas I was go—
ing to need help defending Sweden in
1902, I still didn’t believe that
there could be a France-Germany alli-
ance, and my poor reading of the west-
ern situation cost me a lot. The
Wother wild card that went against us
in Spring 1902 was Italy. Bob Hartwig
is not blind--he saw that the elimina-

jon of Austria would likely put him
Pext on the Russia-Turkey hit 1list,
and so he helped Austria recover. 1In
1902 I lost Vienna, in 1903 I lost
Sweden, and after 1904 I was back to
y original four and fighting for sur-
ival. By this time, the France-Ger—
any alliance had completely taken out
gland, and were threatening me in
jthe north and Bob in the south. My
Turkish ally had conspired with Aus-
tria to take Rum from me, and it was
obviously time to talk. I presented a
convincing picture of Russia overrun
by France and Germany, defending her-

self only against her former allies
until France and Germany were in a
position to force the two-way. This
desperate line was bought, and the
four of us decided to work together
against the West.

The final hitch in this came a few
seasons later, when Turkey announced
that he need another centre. For
what, we asked, pointing out that he
alone was not in a position to fight
in the front lines: his part in the
alliance was to support from behind
and refrain from taking centres in
order that the fight could continue.
He wanted to grow, he whined. Since
the centre in question was Sevastopol,
I was not real happy about this, es-
pecially since it was getting late.
Predictably, my defenses collapsed,
and I began proposing draws in order
to get the tiny difference between a
survival and an elimination. When
Turkey refused +to accept any draws
excluding him, I arranged to get back
Sev with Austrian help, .and he retali-
ated by taking an Austrian centre in
the Balkans, just as Germany was about
to crumble under the bulk of the pres-
sure. We finally proposed a three-way
F/G/T draw in exasperation, and it was
vetoed--by Turkey! There seemed like
no alternative but to accept that we
were going to have to turn again and
eliminate Turkey just to get to bed
before 4 AM, but then a France-Turkey
draw was proposed and accepted: Ger-
many was worried about a stab and wan—
ted a good-sized survival. It was the
kind of draw you vote yes to while
holding your nose, and three of us
left vowing to get revenge on Mr.
Turkey if we could.

...but recovered nicely on Satur-
day aftermoon...

I was a little late for the Satur-
day morning breakfast, but there was
encugh. food for a small army, so 1
didn't miss out. Upstairs in the Dip
room, Cal White was discovering how
difficult it is to put boards together
with a minimum of people who have
played in the same game before. 1 was
placed on a board with the two players
who had shared the F/T draw in my game
of the night before. Bob Odear seemed
not to mind, but Eric Newhouse swung
into frantic action to get himself re-
assigned when he learned that I (Bob
Odear didn't seem to worry him) was on
his board, as though I'd attack him
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right off or something. It would de-

end on what countries we’d drawn, but
nust admit I would certainly have

started by telling the whole board
that he got a two—-way draw, and con-
tinued by explaining the unpleasant
details. 1It’s not real nice to attack
someone because he has been successful
earlier, but if there is sowmeone in
your game who will make it possible,
likely even, for someone else to win,
in order to grab a few dots, I have no
problem with hitting on him with what-
ever means are at your disposal. But
no way would I go gung-ho after him
lgron the start, without any reason to
0 so. Normally I'd feel insulted by
this type of thing, but I was happy to
get him off our board. I drew France,
Bob Odear drew England, Graham Wilson
rew Italy, and Doug Acheson drew Ger—
any, an event that usually gets wa-
gering going among the other six play-
ers over where Doug’s last unit will
be removed from. Martyn Phillips drew
Russia, but beyond that my memory has
totally failed me.
I have spent almost all of wmy face
to face games as France trying to get
the Hey Bresto strategy to work suc-
cessfully. This is the English-French
aliiance with a twist: England occu-
pies Brest in Fall 1901, with French
permission. This works to the benefit
of both parties: pneither can conduct a
really lethal stab on the other, and
once the alliance is firmly rooted,
with Germany falling, and Italy and
Russia under attack, the English fleet
jmay be moved around to participate in
the attack on Italy, Brest rewmaining
under English control. France way re-
take Brest, but then has to worry
about the English fleet trailing back
to Iberia. England may try opening
A Lpl-Wal, but then will not get Brest
and will be without an ally when
France spills the beans. The theory
is that both parties are forced to
keep the alliance going by the very
agreement that appears to the rest of
the board to be indicative of bad re-
lations. In practice it takes a very
patient France (the wild-card 1901
centre, Belgium, seldom falls France'’s
way——even when under apparent attack
from England, most Germanys will con-
test it, which puts France a centre
behind from the start), and a well-
timed attack on Italy, or France will
get bogged down battling Germany.

This in turn requires an England thag
is willing to forego the early advan-
tage of a centre or two in the alli-
ance (because the fact is that England
cannot wuse this advantage against
France effectively without seeing the
basis of the alliance crumble jmmedi-
ately—--once France panics and retakes
Brest, it is bad for both parties), in
order to help his ally gain parity in
the first fight against Germany.

My great weakness is not 1in the
bias I have for this alliance, but in
overestimating the English player in
deciding to try it. Nevertheless, I
thought Bob Odear would be perfect for
this role: he had played a sound alli-
ance game the night before with a wild
ally. But in our first talk, I kept
quiet, knowing that Doug would proba-
bly declare an all-out attack on Eng-
land (he does this to everyone——he'd
already told me enough to get me to
write A Mar 8 A Par-Bur). In our sec-
ond talk, Bob sounded like he needed a
friend, and I suggested that I would
seriously not be offended by F Lon-
Eng. Bob said that this was something
that could form the basis of a good
alliance, and I let him in quickly on
the basis of the Hey Bresto strategy.
It was on.

The first hurdle as France is how
to react to the offensive (supposedly)
F Lon-Eng, and then F Eng-Bre. You
don’t want to overact, but you do want
it known that you're not happy with
the situation. With three people from
previous CanCons in the game, I deci-
ded to not react at all, and just make
sure I was seen to be trying despar-
ately to negotiate a settlement as the
fake English treachery developed. The
key here is not Germany’s reaction,
but Italy’s. You want to encourage
Italy to go after Turkey or Austria or
whoever, and not to worry about the
only French build being a southern
fleet. You can’t beat England without
two fleets, Brest is occupied, and you
can't build one in Paris, is the line
to take. If Italy believes it and
builds an army, you can be in WMe and
GLy in Spring 1902, with England mov-
ing down to MAO and then NAf, and
Italy is helpless. Graham was dubi-
ous, however, and built a second
fleet, which meant I would have to
wait for a better opportunity to at-
tack. In the end the battle against
Italy was not fully resolved, but Bob
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faid help me persuade Graham to turm
around once, and there was a short
truce before Graham and I came to the
conclusion that it couldn’'t 1last and
simultaneously broke it. I think our
side would have won it given time, but
the game ended before we had a chance
to play that theatre out.

Starting in 1902 it became ap-
parent that everyone except Turkey had
sharpened the knives for the slaughter
of Germany. Bob and I took control of
Holland and Belgium, Italy and Austria
threatened Munich, and Russia sailed
into the Baltic. This battle lasted
for a while, as always when the east-
ern powers get involved before you
want them to, but we eventually won
it, and when this became clear, it
wasn't that long before the draw pro-
posals began. I was quite happy with
a two-way, even with the short end,
and Bob was quite happy with a second
two-way, so we shook hands after about
seven game Years.

I do however want to make mention
of one exciting coup pulled off by Bob
|odear, one which I sadly failed to ap—-
preciate 'fully when it occurred, and
one for which I'd like to nominate him
for the Koning Award. In a Fall sea-
son around 1905, the Germans were on
their last legs: armies in Kiel and
Munich. Russia controlled Berlin,

BASEBALL QUIZ continued
[continued from page 6]

4. Cincinnati Jleads the Dodgers
by three runs in the top of the
ninth in a game at Riverfront Sta-
dium. The Dodgers have the bases
loaded when Kirk Gibson singles to
right field. Paul O’'Neill's throw to
the plate s high and gets by
catcher Bo Diaz. Schottzie, Reds
owner Marge Schott's Saint Bernard,
leaps from her first-base box seat
and fetches the ball. Like any good
dog, Schottzie jumps over the rail-
ing and takes the ball to Schott.
The owner then fires the ball backil
to Diaz in time for him to tag the
incoming runner, who started on
first base. How many runs do ycu
allow and is the runner Diaz tagged
out? It's your call.

[Next question is on page 19)

England had Denmark and Holland, and I
had armies in Ruhr, Burgundy, and Bel-
gium., Bob suggested early on in the
negotiating period that we swap Hol
and Bel, with his F Eng slipping in
behind as I went from Bel-Hol: he
would then support my A Ruh—-Kie from
Denmark and also move F Hol-Hel +to
make way. Then he went off to talk
with Russia. With only a few minutes
left in the negotiating period, I
realized that I could be being set up
for a stab if he supported Russia into
Kiel instead and "forgot" to move out.
In a nice way, I pointed this out, and
suggested I'd feel better with a look
at his orders. He said "let me have a
look at the board", and walked back,
as I followed. Somebody said that we
had a half a minute. Martyn Phillips,
the Russian player, was right beside
us. For Bob, the situation was a
nightmare, because he had just fin-
ished telling Martyn he was going to

" support him intoc Kiel, and had planned

to support me instead! "Can I just
ask you to trust me this time?" he
asked desparately. My look told him
that this was the wrong thing to say
at this point. "OK, 1look," he said,
showing me the order sheet as Martyn
looked on. "I didn’'t want to tell you
all this, but here it is: the deal is
that I'm going to support the Russian
into Kiel." :

I 1looked. - The order {(we were
playing that multinational supports
need not be spelled out) was written
clearly: F Den S Ruh-Kie. Pressure of
the moment, I guess, because it didn’'t
register--the Ruh was too close to
"Russian” and my head was spinning.
"How can you do this?" I said, quite
amazed that I was (I thought) being
stabbed and told about it!

Now, for his part, Bob thinks that
I do understand and am playing along
for Martyn's benefit. "Just trust
me," he says, as he folds the order
sheet up.

But I don’t understand! He’s on
my side, he's shown me the orders, and
has brilliantly tried to keep the ball
in play for Russia’'s benefit, and I am
too paranoid to be able to read prop-
erly! "Wait a second here,"” I say,
"how can this possibly benefit us?”

Back to Bob’s point of view: total
panic, I should guess. "If McBruce is
putting on a show," he thinks, "it's
way too much of a show. I showed him
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the orders, what more does he want—he
seems to think I'm still stabbing
him." Then the solution hits: *I’ll
show him the orders again: maybe he
misread them." He shows me the orders
once more, trying to act like there'’s
a different order at the bottom of the
list which clarifies everything. He
practically has to shove them under my
nose.

This time I read and fully compre-
hend: F Den 8 Ruh-Kie. I see the de-
coy pointed out, and I nod as though I
understand. I even glance at Martyn
to signal that I have acquiesced, but
he’s using ears and not eyes like any
good Diplomat. I write out my orders
in a daze...

Unfortunately, in my admiration
for the brilliant play I’d just seen
pulled off, I forgot to attack Munich
from Burgundy to cut the predicted

support. This caost us a year at
least, as Kiel did not fall .and Ger-
many still bhad two units, but with an

extra unit adjacent in Hel, it was
only a matter of time. until we broke
through. Eventually, before anyone
was eliminated or hit really hard (al-
though, as I said, there was a comical
simultaneous break in +the French/
Italian accord which ensured that
Italy would not go without a fight), a
two-way draw was declared, and I had a
decent result,

During this game, Doug Acheson re-
sponded to complaints about the scor-
ing system. The complaints were based
not on the computation of points from
raw results, but which games would be
counted. The original flyer said the
score would be the sum of your first
three games, and the motion was +to
change this to best three. After a
vote showed that the consensus was to
change this to best three, the change
was adopted. Doug may argue about
flexibility and democratic choice, but
I think "best three" is akin to saying
"if you don’'t play four you haven’'t
got much chance of doing well,” and
four games of Dip in a weekend pre-
cludes almost everything else. Fred
Davis's variant tournament on Saturday
night, as well as a number of people’s
plans to go sight-seeing, died as a
result of this poor decision. Players
were quick to realize that no matter
what they had done up to that point it
would be bad to play in only three
games overall.

i " 7 7 3 F 1 ¥ F
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It has been argued +that the lla-
jority in favour of the change was
substantial (as I recall, it was about
70-80%) but we must realize that more
than 70-80% of the people in the room)
had either had a bad result on Friday
night, or were headed for one Saturday
afternoon, and would be helped by the
change. It was a poor decision, but
not one which ultimately changed the
results significantly.

...and on Sunday I was thrown into
a good position and held it nicely...

I woke up late on Sunday. Lucki-
ly, I was able to get a spot in a game
after 1903: Randolph Swmyth had +to
leave to go to Cats or lLes Miz or
something. He left me a rock solid
Austria in alliance with Italy (Claude
Gautron). This worked well until it
became clear that Germany (Marc Pe-
ters) wouild be hard to kill, so we
settled for a three-way draw (after a
typical Peters grab for a few extra
centres so he could have a few thou-
sandths of a peint more in the ra-
tings.) Amazingly enough, with a two-
way, three-way and a survival, I fin-
ished tenth overall. Other games were
bringing up some interesting results:
Gary Behnen won his game to finish on
top, Larry Peery won his game (I saw
him go up to Cal White and tell him
that "it's finally over" and 1 drew
the conclusion that as Turkey he had
been eliminated after holding out for
awhile: forgive me Larry!), and Bob
Odear had I believe another two-or-
three way, which put him into third.

There were other interesting hap-
penings as well. Cal and I played a
round of pitch & putt on the Tuesday
following the weekend—-—-1 was no match
for him, even though he hit every tee
shot about ten degrees to the right
and never tried to compensate. Robert
Lesco won the Facts In Five contest by
amazing us with his knowledge of phar—
maceuticals late Saturday afternoon.
It was nice meeting a bunch of folks
for the first time, and good to see
some people I'd met once or twice be-
fore. I do hope to get to KC next
year, but I realize I will probably
need a good boost in the income after
spending so much in the past little
while.
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It's Your Call Answers

Off we go with another set of answers
to the spacefilling baseball questions
from XL #40. Under various threats
and after a few promises I haven’t
fulfilled yet, Nancy sorted through
and typed in your answers this time,
for which I thank her. As usual, McB
denotes my own comments to distinguish
me from that other BM who 1lives in
Saskatoon. (And it isn’'t Brent re-
sponding to people in the letter col-
umn, by the way.) Other entries this
ftime came from Randy Davis (RD), Pete
aughan (PG), Andrew York (AY), Robert
esco (RL), Eric BProsius (EB) and
alcolm Smith (MS). I don't know how
much baseball is played in Norway, but
we're about to get some indication...

1. The Mudvilte nine is ahead 40
Adx dnnings and Casey comesa *o

downpour o4 rain comes and nailna out
Lthe game. Is the §finat scorne 70 on
the scone nevenl back to the Last
inndlng and 4-0, ~Leaving the
It'a

I would assume that +the play
would stay at 7-0. I say I can’t ima-
gine something like cricket go back to
the start of the inning. But hang on,
since the Yanks butchered cricket I’'l1
lhave to assume that they’ll have but-
chered common sense so I’l11 change my
vote to 4-0.

EB: The final score reverts to the

last completed inning.

BM: Score reverts because the in-

ming is not complete.

RD: Sorry Casey,

4—0.

RL: I think the game ends the in-
tant the umpire says so (except in a
ouple of cases) so the homerun stands
d the score is 7-0.

AY: Score is 7-0. Whatever the
core is when the game is called is
he final score (with some exceptions
ot applicable here).

PG: Generally, the game ends at
he moment the umpire calls it. Score
it 7-0.

ANSWER: Give Casey his nound—trlp—
The §inal score sshould be 70,
the home nun did not adfect the

maybe next time.

outcome o4 the game. The aeventing
back nute was memoved In 1980. There

McB: I suspect the reverting back
rule was removed to avoid losing the
stats from non-completed games, since
Casey’'s HR would not be in his season
total 1if the reverting back rule had
bveen used. But this is a two—edged
sword. If you rule that the stats
from a five~inning tie game (a game
called between innings that is tied is

replayed in its entirety) are not
counted, you risk putting a record-
breaking achievement in, limbo. If you

count +them, then you risk losing a
consecutive game streak because of
lack of innings. Either way, there is
a tiny risk of a huge controversy.

SCORING: Early lead to Robert,
Andrew, and Pete. :

2. A nmwnnen 4s on §irnsl base when
the batlt 1ia hit ovenr the <Lejl 4Hlel—
den's head. The second baseman waltz-—-
es oven towand the bag as the ~unnen
on {§irst beginas to round osecond and
the 4two cotiide. The batt takes a
funny bounce and nolls awund the Left
fietd connen. The munnen 45 able to
get up and advance to thinud, but de-
cides not o attempt to sconre asa the
batl comes 4n Lo the »elay man. Do

allow the nunnen o scone or do

Juat alfow him one base §forn ob—
Aatnuction on the second baseman? It'a
your catt.

AY: He remains on third.

: MS: If the second baseman is
"waltzing™ then he must be moving
across the field in an odd manner in-
deed. Therefore I would go for the
decision that penalties hin.

RL: If I felt that the obstruction
prevented the runner from scoring I
would award him home plate. It sounds
so here so allow him to score.

EB: The umpire may allow the run-
ner to score if, in his judgment, the
runner would have scored had there
been no interference.

PG: Judgment call - if +the ump
believes he would’ve scored without
the obstruction, send him home. I
think that's the implication here.
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BM: I believe the runner scores
since he was able to reach third in
spite of the obstruction.

RD: Kinda close, ... Bun scores.

ANSWER: Obatruction occurted at
asecond base. The aunnen should scone.
(Rute 7.06b—I4 no play 4o beding made

obatnucted

on the aunnen, Lhe ptay
shatl untif no gurther acition
45 possible. The umpirne ashatl ithen

SCORING: All are allowed to score.
but Andrew misses third and is called
out on appeal.

3. Waashington’a Skip MHatien Ls oOn
ginst base and takes o4 on a hAit—and-—

play with Jason Coanett at the
. The plitch {s outalide. Cornetl
gea gon the batl and the bal allps
o4 his hands and Ztoward second
. The catchen on ihe oppoading
thnows the balteé to second 4n an
40 catch Hatten steating, but
batl hits the bat in midair and
dnto centen ¢$ietd. Hatten ad—
vances {0 thind on the oveathnow. Do
you alltow Hatten to stay at third, put
him back at oecond, ox call dinten—
4enence on Comned? JIi’'s your catl.
EB: I allow Hatten to stay at
third. (Assuming Cornell didn’t throw
the bat deliberately.)
RD: What the heck, give him third.
MS: Back to second.
AY: First off, I'd like to know if
this is possible, since the bat would
Fhave had to be launched towards second
a significant amount of time before
the catcher fields the ball and throws
to second -—— the bat should have come
to a halt before the ball would get to
it. In any case, I'd put the runner
on first calling interference on the
batter.

BM: Interference on Cornell. The
Fhitter needs to retain control of his
bat.

RL:
terference on Cornell.
the runner back to first.

PG: Interference - batter is out,
runner sent back.

ANSWER: Calf dintengenence, the
battenr 4s out. Runnens xetunn Lo
their orndginat bases. It doesa not
maltern whelhen the batter’sa act o4
thrwowing the bat was dintentional on
not. (Rute 6.06c—The battern 4is out
when he JAnterdenes with the catchern'a

Intentional or not, it is in-
I would send

SCORING: Eric and Rahdy got it
Malc had an interesting idea
wrong, the rest got it

HS: “Fades back" "stab" - I'm
having problems here with your
terminology, but I'd say “"Homerun".

McB: "Fades back" means to run
backwards as an outfielder to avoid
having the ball go over your head.
*Stabbing" for the ball is the ex-
citing play when a fielder reaches
desparately over a fence while in the
air for a fly ball.

RD: Home run, since ball not
caught in play.

EB: Home run!

RL, AY| BH. md PG’: Out-

ANSWER: Out. (Rute 2.00—A CAICH

He may
Jump on top of a aaLtlng ot canvas
even 14§ +they are in Joul ground.)
Runnerns on base would advance ane
base. (Rute 7.04c—I¢§ ithe §lelden on
calchen, aften having made a JLegal
catch, ashoutd 4fatt Into a stand oxn
among aApectatons on dnto the dugout
after making a tegat catch, or 4att
white 4in the dugout agtern making a
Legal calch, the batl {s dead and run—
nens advance one base without 2Ua-
bitlty to be put out.)

McB: As far as I can see, there is
nothing specifically prohibiting a
player from making a catch while 15
rows up in the stands, except that in
stating that it is legal to jump from
any field area to a non—-field area to
wake a catch, there is the implication
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fthat you may not leave the field
before making the catch.

SCORING: You shouldn’'t have a 1lot
of trouble figuring out who got it
right when the choices are HR or Out.
The score so far: PG and RL lead with
4, BM and AY have 3, EB, MS and RD all

have 1.

batlt he Atips and fatlls in the base—
Line. Grant tunns to aun towands home
and tilips on the calchern and is tagged
by the thind baseman. The catcher's
éate was accldental and he was not
blocking the base path idntentlionally.
Do you catl Grant out or do you award
the Mielens a nun because o4 Lthe ob-
struction? It’s your cattl.

RD: He's out! .

RL: Whether it was an accident or
not the runner is obstructed and a run
is awarded the Millers.

AY: He gets home, and a run
scores.
BM: Give him the run.

EB: Score the run.

PG: Award Grant home.

MS: "Rundown"? A run.

McB: A rundown is a play by a
bunch of fielders when they have a
runner trapped between bases-—they
throw the ball back and forth until
one guy is close enough to tag him
out, and the other runners if any, wmay
advance on the play, which is why the
guy in the rundown sometimes drags it
out for a while.

ANSWER:  Obsatauction, acone  the
aun, dAdntent 4a not Lthe question.
(Rute 7.06a—I4 a play is beiong made

base, the batt is dead and all aunnens
shatl advance, without tiabitity to be
put out, to the bases they would have
neached, 4dn the umpire's Judgment, had
thene been no obsatwcilion. The ob—-
satnucted wnnen »s»hatf be awanded at
Least one base beyond the base he Last
Legatly Ltouched befone the obatauc—

tion.)
SCORING: Local boy RD screws up
again! Everyone else gets it right,

even the Brit from Norway.

6. With a aunnen on §$inst base
and one out, the batt is popped—up
down the third—base Line nean the
dugout. The Iowa Basebatl Conged-
eracy's Ollcan Flynn aushes oven §rom
his thinrd-base poaltlion and calches
Zhe batt in 4ain Ternitony. Feynn'as
momentum caviies him into ithe dugout.
Do you atllow the nunnern on $inst an
extna base because Flynn carviled Lhe
batt out o4 pltay, make him stay pul,
on alftow him 4o advance af his own
niask? It'sa yourn catl,

BM: Tricky. I'd say advance at
his own risk because of the infield
fly rule, but because he went into the
dugout, thereby making the ball dead,
I'd say make him stay put.

AY: Assuming that Flynn falls into
(rather than steps), the runner is
given second.

RD: I'd give him second base.

PG: Ball 1is dead, no advance. (I
think the rules specify you may ad-
vance IF fileder remained standing,
but the "question doesn’t say so I
presume he fell.)

MS: Allow to advance at his own
risk. If the fielder wishes to muck
about in the dugout then +that’s his
lookout!

EB: I allow him to advance at his
own risk.
RL: I +think it is dependant on

whether he has fallen or not. If he
simply steps into the dugout the run-
ner advances at his peril. If Flynn
has fallen, call time & award the run-
ner on first one base.

ANSWER: The batt is in play, ev—
enyone is at their penit. The dugout
is onty oul of ptay on a throw. In
pogessionat basebatl, playens may
enten the dugout to make a catch. I§
the playenr nemains atanding the batt
is ative and 4n play. I4, agten
making the caltch, the §lefden 4alls in
the dugout then att nunnens would ad-—
vance one base. This holds true gor
ate dead-batl aneas (Li.e. bultlpens,
elc.) You may cailch and carry the
baee iAnto those aneas and the batt
rnemains allve. But, 44 ithe 6le£dem
gatés, then the baleé s dead.
5.106—When a {ielden aflen muh&ng a
catch ateps into a bench, but does not
fate, the batl is in play and nunnens
mny advance at thein own peril.)

McB: I wonder what the linguistic
difference is between advancing "at
your own peril" and advancing "at
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your own risk."” The latter seems more

ratural to me; to my mind peril is al-
most archaic. Dragonslayers encounter

peril; ©ballplayers encounter risk.
It’s just a game.
That’s certainly an odd playing

field if the third baseman can make a
catch in fair territory and then have
his momentum carry him into the dug-
out. Aren’t most dugouts at least 15—
20 yards from the foul lines?
SCORING: RL, EB, and MS
correct, PG is correct but gets
deducted because he assumed that the
guy fell when it did not say so. An-
ticipation as an umpire is not good.

are
0.2

The score is RL 6, PG 5.8, BM and AY
4, MS and EB 3, and RD 1.
7. Hughie "Ee—Yah” Jenningsa'as

Detrolt Tigerns arne having a particu~
Larnly rough time and he's been on youn
back alt day. The Tigers trall 11-2
din the edighth 4inning when Jenninga

4o the plate. You ,are ithe
ginat—basre umpine.. Jennings hits a
Aao0lo home Aiun and as he rounds §irat
base he Lels Loose with asome chodce

comments aboutl yourn henilage.

He's gotta go, 40 you toss him outl of
ithe game alght then and thene. But
even though you've yanked him belween
$inat and second base, he completea
the clrcult, touching the basesa in
orden., Does Lhe mun oLLLL couni?
It'a youn caltl.

MS: Course not!
that's it!

EB: You should wait till he scores
to heave him, but if you can’t re-
strain yourself, a substitute runner
comes into the game and completes run-
ning the bases. The run counts.

RD: You bet. Play isn’'t finished
so the run scores.

RL, AY, PG and BM: Run counts.

ANSWER: Even though you have
ejected him immediately, Jennings witt
be atlowed +to complete the play (in
this case, nound the bases). When the
ptay 45 completed he ia done for ithe
day. (Rute 9.0ld—I4 an umpine dis—
quatifles a playern white a ptay 4s in
progress, Lthe disqualigication shatl
not take untit no f$urthen
action is posslbte in that play.)

McB: So why not trot down to home
plate and eject him when he gets
there? That's what I'd do.

SCORING: MS drops a notch,
one else gets it right.

He's out and

every-

8. Bases ane Loaded with one out
in the bottom of the ninth of a tie

$rom thind to acone the winning nun,
or shoultd you catlt the batter oul and
send the aunnens back Lo theix bases
adnce the hitten didn’'t xeach $irst Lo

force them anound the bases? It'a
your catt.
RL: The run counts but the batter

is declared out for sgtatistical pur-
poses.

PG: Call him out if the defensive
téam appeals.

EB: I allow the run to score.

RD: I dunno, but 1’11 play the
hunch and say he’s out.

MS: He's out!

AY: In this case I'd call
batter out and continue the game.

BM: Batter is out for leaving the
base path. Run does not score.

ANSWER: Spolt the panty! Decitane
the batten outlt and asend the aunnex
back o third. (Rute 6.08a—~—The
batten 4is entitted o 4$irnat base
without ALiabitity Lo be put out pro—-
vided he advances to and touches §insl
base when foun batis arne caltled by the
umpine. A batten who 1la entitted o
$irst base because of a base on balts
sust go Lo finst base and touch ithe
base begore othen runnens aze $onced
to advance. Rule 4.09b—When the win~
ning xun 4a asconed {n the Last haly—
dnning o4 a regutlation game, on dathe
Laat hat$ extra dnning, as the nesutt
o6 a base on batts, ~hit batter, on
other awand of bases, with ithe bases
futt which forces the aunnexn on third
Lo advance, the umplire ashatl not de—~
clarne Lthe game ended untit the aunnen
$owced Lo advance $rom third has
Ltouched home and the balter—aunnen has
Ltouched §irnst base.)

McB: Doesn’t that first bit seem
to indicate that the other runners are
advancing at their own risk if they
leave before the batter touches first?
Obviously this is erroneous.

SCORING: RD, MS, AY, and BM have
it right. EB is wrong, PG is wronger,
and RL is wreally wrongest! The run-
ner’'s out in the stats, but the winning
run scores? What does the newspaper
say tomorrow morning? "Three out when
winning run scored???" I’1l1l give them

the
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all zero.i but in RL's case this is

generous. ..

RD PDon’'t know if class °‘A' has
different rules for this, so I say
he’s out.

BM: Hardy is out.

MS: Back to dugout.

PG: Let him stay at second and
|make him return the bat to the dugout.

RL: I don't have any problem with
him hanging on to his bat.

EB: I let the double stand.

AY: The double stands.

ANSWER: Handy 4a OK, atbeilt welnd.
Give him a double. Faltt back on Rule

I4 in youn Judgment it did not hindea
iﬁfﬁ;ae on impede the defense, Handy

They do it in
cricket, all the

McB: And why not?
baseball’s precursor,
time...

. SCORING: ...except for the unfor-
tunate detail that the question stated
that Hardy slid into second. This is
a strong implication that there was a
play at second, and although spikes
are an accepted intimidation factor in
favour of the sliding runner, I think
a bat is taking things too far, so my
decision is to allow a half-point
minimum on this question. I'd have no
hesitation in calling him out if the
throw was to second. But if there was
Just a token throw, cut off by the
second baseman nowhere near the bag,
I'd just give him a warning. The
score with one question left: RL 8, PG
7.8, AY 7, BM 6.5, EB 5, MS 4.5, RD
3.5.

10. You've. made it to ithe big
tUme and you'ne umpining a Woned
Sentles game. Cincinnati <Leads ithe
Yankeea by goun auns dn the bottom o4
the elghth inning when New Yonk nrat—
Lies gon three auns and has the bases
Loaded. The acone Is now 65, there
arte Atilf no ocuts, and a heavy rain
begina to g4att, Befone you and youn
cnew can aAtop the game a Yankee hitten

adngles and Rnocks {n two auns to glive
New Yonk ithe (tead. The naln 4atts
even hardenr and the game 4a atopped
with no outa in the bottom o4 ithe
eighth. The game 4is washed out. Do
the Yankees, who are feading 7-6, win,
or do you nevent back to the Last com—
pleted and awand the Reds a 6-2
victony? It'sa your catkt.

EB and RD: Reds win.

BM: Revert to the 1last complete
inning.

PG: Playoffs + World Series games
must be nine innings - resume trom the
point where play was suspended.

RL, AY, and MS: The Yankees win.

ANSWER: As we asald in answer num—

ben | in thia asection, therne is no
Longen any "aeventing back”. The
Yanks would win this one 7-6. {Rute

Mild jock-type grammatical
error there: shouldn’t that read "The
Yankees +took the lead in their home
half of the inning?"

SCORING: There are no special
rules in the suspended games section
concerning playoff or World Series
games, so Pete is wrong, as are the
Reds supporters. The final standings
in reverse order: RD 3.5, EB 5, MS
5.5, BM 6.5, PG 7.8, AY 8, and Robert
Lesco wins (despite +the ludicrous
answer on #8) with 9. The minimum of

30 is what your right answers get
divided by to form your standings
percentage if you haven't answered
enough.

[Standings on page 2]
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Contest Results

The wmystery words from the page tops
of #40 sorted themselves out as fol-
lows, taking the words in order (page
2, 4, 6, 8, etc.) and denoting the
sentences they fit into in brackets:

CABLOOP (21) is a noun or verb re-
ferring to a taxi driver’s attempt to
raise the fare by way of extending the
length of the route. The noun refers
to the habit or the route itself. A
painting done on a ceiling is a CEILO-
PITTURA (11). A CONNOIZER (25) is
somebody who thinks he’s a connosseur
but clearly isn’'t-—the word’'s pronun-
ciation is the way a connoiser would
pronounce connosseur. COVIVANT (45)
is a wonderfully bilingual term for a
live-in lover. A CROTCHOCRAT (13) is
a lobbyist for a minority who recog-
nizes and acts upon the fact that the
minority’s power ultimately, depends
upon their birth rate. Any attempt to
use fingers as a standard of measure-
ment 1is a example of DACTYLOMETRY
(31). The annoying sound made by
someone carrying a balloon on a stick,
as well as the act of bouncing it up
and down, is known as DOONICKING (23).
FORELOG (39) is simply the opposite of
backlog. A hotel or motel that allows
its guests to save money with an hour-
ly rate is a FORNICATORIUM (35). A
GNURN (29) is some ornament, especial-
ly on an expensive car, that has no
practical value. G’ORCH (5) is a con-
traction of "Go, orchestra" and was
coined by a high-school music teacher
to end rehearsals. Fear of banging

BASEBALL QUIZ continued
{continued from page 12}

5. Dirty Al Gallagher hits a long,
high drive that appears to be head-
ing out of the park. A Chicago
outfielder scales the wall, however,
and pulls himself up onto the score-
board where he makes the catch,
balancing himself on top of the wall
and leaning on the scoreboard.
Does G@Gallagher touch them all or
beat a hasty retreat to the dugout
and tip his hat to the acrobatic
outfielder? It's your call.

[Next question Is on page 20]

your recently injured foot is IMPACTI-)
PEDIPHOBIA (47). KLICKAGE (33) is
metric mileage (a kilometer——accent
correctly placed on the first sylla-
ble——is often called a *"klick," as in
"only fifty-seven klicks to Moose
Jaw"). LECTAQUAPHOBIA (9)? Fear of
waterbeds! Someone who doesn’'t like
to walk without having a bite to eat
on the way is a MASTICAMBULISTIPHILE
(43). MATTRESSIDE (3) is what you do
to the o0ld mattress when you buy a new
one. An OMNIBIBULOUS (27) person will
drink anything. When somebody unfam-
iliar with a word mispronounces it,
they commit a PEKILAR (15). (The word
comes from the Manitoba school system,
circa 1920, when an illiterate govern-
ment inspector for +the Education
Ministry was welcomed at a northern
school and asked to give a spelling
test. All the students got 19/20 when
he mispronounced the word "peculiar"!)
PWELGAS (41) is an acronym for the
Seven Deadly Sins: look ’em up: the
acronym hasn’t helped me to remember
them all... REXILE (17) refers to
royalty in exile. RIGGAFRUTCH (7) is
an inoffensive swear word that is
satisfying to utter. The VOLNIC (37)
is a ficticious part of a car’'s motor
that can be adjusted with an equally
ficticious tool called a gatahvitz,
when a customer insists that something
is wrong, not realizing <that the
something is him or her. And SES-
QUIGUOUS (19) refers to something that
has two possible meanings, one of
which is more likely than the other.

Four peocple sent entries, and on a
percentage basis Brent M®Kee won with
8/10, but unfortunately I'm scoring by
how many you got right. The other
three sent guesses for all twenty-
three: Mike Barno and Rosie Roberts
both scored 17/23, with Pete Gaughan
close behind at 16/23. So that’s a
dollar to Rosie and Mike’s accounts.

This time the quiz is on French
baseball terms. On the right hand
page tops are the French terms, and on
the left-hand page tops are the Eng-
lish equivalents, defined, for those
of you who do not follow baseball.
(One of the English ones is a decoy,
because the cover page gives us an odd
number of page tops to fill.) Anyone
scoring 80% or better on this quiz is
fully qualified to turn the sound up
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qf the only ballgame on the tube is
les Expos en francgais! And if you
don’t do too well, you can learn
quickly by watching and listening.
(Even with Blue Jay Bandwagoen Crowding
starting up, you can still get more
Expos broadcasts in most Canadian
cities--if you are bilingual.) <Au
jeul!» ("Play Ball!™)

If we get enough responses, it
might be interesting to compare for-
eigners, Americans, uniligual Anglos,
and bilingual Canadiens. $2,.00 sub
credit to the winner, but if Gautron,
Arsenault, Touchette, and Belanger all
get a perfect score, we may have to
think about a second prize!

I must append a late note that the
book I am getting these from has no
entry relating to 55~tonne concrete
beams falling off 16 year old stadi-
ums, and in fact baseball in la belle
province may be history, but we’ll go
ahead with this anyhow, and .hope the
Expos will be able to play in Montreal
next season.

BASEBALL QUIZ continued

[continued from page 20)

7. Bottom of the eighth inning of
the finale of the '92 ALCS, and the
score Is tied at the Skydome. Jays
have runners on first and third,
one out. With a squeeze play on,
the runner breaks from third, and
iCarter squares to bunt--a feeble
|pop just in front of home plate.
The Mariners catcher fields the ball
just In time to see the runner from
first perform a beautiful tumble
trying to stop and head back to
first. In fact, this tumble is so"
funny that there is no question of
the play even being close, so he
hams it up before throwing a lob to
first for the third out. By now the
run-ner breaking from third has
been standing on the plate for some
time, and he points to the screen so
they can all enjoy the replay. The
Jays then take the field, and five

BASEBALL QUIZ continued
[continued from page 19]

6. E.T.A. Whittaker is on third
base and is taking his lead in foul
territory when Scrappy "Dirtbrain”
Hawthorn hits a wicked grounder In
Whittaker's direction. Whitaker re-
treats toward the bag. When he
reaches the base, the ball strikes
him and bounds into foul territory.
Fair ball, foul ball, is the runner on
third out? What about the batter?
It's your call.

p—

[Next question is on page 20]

] 5 JI’" > minutes later the Mariners have
o s = 41 o — gone down 1-2-3. You are the home
~ | plate ump, and you're feeling great:
_ —r you've made not a single mistake so
) I A - W far. What do you do now? It's
T I“.l 1 1 : d;' J : Your Ca.ll-
N B ot S 7 AN A g
[Next question is on page 23]
L . —_ ) 2 r,? /‘.l - Low. v C
Ll ) .7 " ‘{ C‘ ) . N ] } ?l- b - 7y = t
- \ = I v - ~ W
A ] P T3
TSRS SSSE.
’ M—-—o

(FROM PAGE 19)
THE BASEBALL QUESTION STANDINGS
(BASED ON A 30 QUESTION MINIMUM.)
UMPIRE ANSWRD RIGHT WRONG PCT.

R.LESCO 50 42.0 8.0 .840
P.GAUGHAN 50 40.6 9.4 ,812
E.Brosius 30 19.7 10.3 .657
B.MCKEE 50 31.6 18.4 .632
D.McCRuMB 20 13.8 6.2 .460
A.YORK 20 13.7 6.3 .457
P.MILEwSKI 20 11.7 8.3 .390
C.WHITE 20 11.1 8.9 .370
R.DAVIS 20 9.4 10.6 .313
M.SMITH 10 5.5 4.5 ,183
J.GALT 10 5.4 4.6 .180
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Most of the Post

A little messing around with the Works
printer drivers made it possible to
get a selection of NLQ fonts, which
will come in handy here, distinguish-
ing your letters from my responses.
S0, with Beethoven’s Vielin Concerto
and Resphigi’s Ancient Airs and Dances
loaded 1into the cassette ©players,
let’s start the...

RaM

...with a fitting tribute to the open-
ing of the National Hockey League’s
seventy—-fifth season. The following
is, quite obviously, a Cheap Shot:

KEVIN BROWN: If the postal
Savannah GA strike makes XL
late, will anyone

notice?
BM: I almost gave out two-minutes for
sarcastic roughing there, until I saw
the appendage "Just Kidding." Still,
it was a close call...

Had I gone ahead and printed the
zine on time, a lot of you wouldn’t
have responses in. For example, we
wouldn’t hear the Continuing Trav-
elogue of Mr...
STEVE HUTTON:

L "I'll just pack
Vienna, AUSTRIA

my bags and
go back to
Vienna where I belong; and somewhere
out there s a girl who I think will
never be a nun." With this line from
The Sound Of Music on my lips, and
several confused people wondering
why I always go on about nuns, I bid
farewell to the happy land of Garbo
and Bergman.

Before returning to Vienna, I took
a brief psychological recovery tour. I
stopped in as many countries as poss-
ible where people smile, laugh, touch
each other, and so on. The highlight
was Thailand ("land of the free"),
formerly known as Slam ("land of
smiles”). I even got to ride an ele-
phant.

Here in Vienna, the Mozart anni-
versary has been celebrated to death.
They even shows films of Mozart op-
eras In the Rathaus Park, a place best
known for after-dark sexual encoun-
ters. Tourlsts who wanted to experi-
ence Viennese culture could watch a
bit of opera, go into the bushes for
some sex, go back to see the end of
the opera, then cross the street and

grand chelem}l

have dessert at Cafe Landtmann.
like it here.

My new address is:

Steve Hutton
Matthiusg. 8/9
1030 Wien
AUSTRIA

If your typewriter can't handle i,
you can replace it with ae. [Or even
=! -BM] As a rule, I try to avoid ad-
dresses with &, 3, or 4 in them (and ¢
is right out), but this apartment {s
spacious (room for wvisitors!) and near
the center of town.

The only problem i{s with the gas
stove. Here are the instructions for
lighting a burner:

1. Turn on the gas.

2. Hold the match’ box in your
left hand.

3. Hold a match in your right
hand, and strike it against the match
box.

4. Set down the match box.

5. With your left hand, push In
the button corresponding to the bur-
ner and turn it counter-clockwise.
IMPORTANT: do not remove your left
hand from this button until instructed
to do so.

6. Move the match so that its
flame (which is fast approaching your
thumb and middle finger) comes in
contact with the gas escaping from the
burner.

7. Hold the match in this posi-
tion until a blue flame surrounds the
burner. _

8. Plunge your charred thumb,
middle finger, and burning match into
a basin of cold water, taking care that
your left hand remains on the button.

9. Wait 5 seconds,

10. Remove your left hand from
the button.

11. Apply first ald as necessary.

I eat out a lot.

My contract in Vienna lasts until
the end of June, and my lease runs
until the end of August. I expect to
start work "somewhere else" next Sep-
tember. If you plan to visit Vienna
during the next year, please Jet me
know as far in advance as possible.
That way, I can be sure to be away
here when you arrive.

BM: I've seen matches that are about a
foot long advertised, and now I know
what they’re for! Unfortunately the
nearest K-Mart to Vienna 1is on the
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charred fingers into a market and make
the appropriate gestures...
Why the bilingual address?
Wien belong with Usterreich,
TRIA belong with Vienna?

The only thing worse than trying to
type on a foreign typewriter is trying
to type on a keyboard that has been
changed to +the defaults of another
country by some program. Try using
any version of DOS after some rascal
has sneakily told your computer that
you’re German, which effectively hides
the all-important colon and changes
all of the keys near where it should
be to every combination of vowel plus

Doesn’'t
and AUS-

umlaut, accent, or an apparent mul-
titude of other fuzzy things. (Actu-
ally, I should be thankful I don't

have to capitalize every noun-—do they
still do that in German?)
That last bit 1leads nicely into
this lengthy segue into reponses to my
article on computers from last issue:
ANDREW YORK: I agree with
Universal City TX your commen-—
tary about the
‘state of the art' in computers. With
all of the improvements, only the rich-
est can be In the state of the art all
the time, and most of the user's wor-
king time will be used acclimating to
the new (Iimproved) software. I'm still
(more or less) happy with my C-64. I
still need to get a decent graphics
program (to spice up RW, and to do
maps). The only thing I really miss is
a hard drive so I don't have to load
each program as I need to use it.
BM: I'm still not convinved on hard-
drives (more later on that), but my
|Imain point remains that very, very few
of us are doing enough home computing
that we need (or will ever need) a 486
in our den. But hark! The 486s are
[now obsolete! Listen:
KEVIN BROWN: Good article on compu-—
ters, have you heard that the 586s are
coming out soon after New Years? What
a prophet you are!
BM: Shall I try to predict the release
date of the first 6867 Isn’'t there
some natural 1limit to this progres-
sion? The exponential factor is stag-
gerring. The 8-bit machines could
handle a number limited in (decimal
range) from 0 to 255. Eight bits;
11111111 in binary is 255. The 8-bit
machine language was not difficult to

November
fother side of the Atlantic. But you understand, even an idiot like me
might find them if you take your _.,14 just grasp it. With the 286s

the maximum number becomes 2 to the
16th minus 1, or 65535. The 386s, 32—
bit machines, allow you to send any of
4,294,967,296 different codes to the
CPU in one fell swoop. The 486 "per-
mutation total" is 18.4 quadrillion.
The 586 pumber runs to 39 decimal
digits! This escalation make the arms
race look tame by comparison!
BRENT MCKEE: Most of what you
Saskatoon SK wrote is right. I
have an XT which
certainly 1isn't the most modern ma-
chine on the market. If I knew then
about what I know now was going to
happen to prices, Foster the Computer
would be a 286 (or a 386) with a VGA
monitor and a 24-pin printer. §&till, 1
don't really need that much power
(well maybe the VGA). Of course the
XT, the 286, the 386, the 486 (and
presumably the 586 that some inventor
is even now toiling away at develop-
ing) aren't intended for home use but
for business wuse. That they are used
at home is more a testimonial to the
demand for business "homework" than
{t i{s for the actual need for such com-
puting power at home.

The argument about the number of
people using computers is, I suspect,
the product of the weeding out of
computer companies. Ten years or so

ago, there were a host of computer
companlies. Apple, Commodore, Amiga,
Texas Instruments, Timex Sinclair, the

[Coleco] Adam and a host of other
companies were producing machines.
Each was searching for a niche in the
market, most of them appealing to the

hobbyist, or the nonbusiness users,
rather than the business types. Busi-
ness belonged to Big Blue. In the

years that passed, a lot of companies
went bust. Amiga and Commodore are
both trying to find their niche. IBM
still focuses on business and Apple,
by abandoning development on the Ap-
ple II line towards an Apple IV and
focusing on the Macintosh Dbusiness
machine, is doing the same thing. My
theory is that personal computers and
the use of these machines has come to
be perceived as a business activity,
rather than "fun." If it is seen as
work rather than fun, how many peo-
ple are really going to buy a machine
for pleasure? What is needed s a
fun, entry level machine to let people
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start using them without associating
them with WORK.

As to what we do with computers,

you are right, nothing has changed
that much. There i{s nothing that we
can do with computers that we could-
n't do with a typewriter, a calculator,
or a pad and pencil. We only do them
faster. I suspect that if you could
put enough people with wvarious ideas
on what to do with computers together
they could come up with new, useful
applications for the machines.
' As to games, since I know that you
use a monochrome monitor, I suspect
that your game playing is at a disad-
vantage. In terms of commercial soft-
ware at least, most of the programs I
have seen require at least a CGA
colour monitor.

On to Hard Disk Drives. You said
that they can get overlocaded with sel-
dom used files rapidly and which peo-
ple are reluctant to get rid of. You
are so right. There are other prob-
lems. According to one book 1 have,
modern Hard Drives have a life expec-
tancy of 35,000 to 50,000 power on
hours. Still, my brother has gone
through one hard drive, and (s having
significant problems with the one in
his pressent machine (I saw it take 3
minutes to boot up DOS!) which will
probably mean time in the shop. Most
Importantly, I have to admit that a
Hard Drive [s a convenience. I can
run Harpoon, or Earl Weaver's Baseball
on my floppy drive...but it is a lot
easier to run it from the Hard Drive.
I can spend more time doing what I
want to be doing what I want to be
doing with the Hard Drive.

BM: Three minutes to boot up DOS? Has
he hidden his DOS files in a subsub-
subsubsubsubdirectory or so-ethlng"

My current monitor is wmonochrome
but does a reasonable job of adapting
CGA colour to shades that are almost
always distinct. The new one will be
colour VGA, maybe even SVGA if I can
get a good deal.

If I hadn’t fallen into the same
disgusting trap when I first bought
my 64 (long since forgotten and dis-
carded), I’'d do a Bruce Geryk—type
slam of people giving their computers
cutesy names... They're collections
of microchips, folks-—get a life!!
MIKE LOWREY: About computers:
Raleigh NC first let me say that

I read your com-

ments with interest. Second, let me
say that I disagree on several points.
Here's why.

l. Your view of what's been hap-
Pening in computers is too pessimistic.
Yes, great advances have been made
in the past five years {n computers.
And the truly nice thing s that for a
few thousand dollars you can do at
home what a very large computer was
doing 5-10 years ago. You can buy a
faster computer today than was possi-
ble 5 years ago for a lot less In real
terms. That's a good, not a bad.
Laser printers, hard drives, scanners,
and modems are becoming affordable to
the average buyer. (I bought a 40 MB
hard disk for $399 last Christmas—-a
similar hard drive would have cost
$800-$1000 two or three years ago.)
And all this means that the home
computer can do real work--desktop
publishing, regression analysis, seri-
ous graphica work, animation, etc.
It's not just a place to play games
and type the aoccassional letter
anymore.

Now as far as your view of
computer usage, as scmeone who's 25 I
can say you're wrong. The young

BASEBALL QUIZ continued
[continued from page 20]

8. An opposing runner attepts to
steal second base against the Toledo
Mud Hens. Catcher Bill Naharodny
realizes he has no chance to catch
the runner so he attempts a trick
play by throwing a pop-up to the
second baseman, Iron Hands Hiller.
The shortstop points up at the ball
and calls for Hiller to throw the balil
to first base to complete their de-
coyed double play. The confused
baserunner slides safely into second
base, but gets up when he sees the
ball In the air and retreats toward
first base. Hiller is laughing so0
hard that his throw is wide and the
Imnner makes it back to first safe-
ly. Is this a legal decoy? Should
the runner be called out for run-
ning the bases backward after al-
llready reaching second safely? It's
your call.

[Next question is on page 26])
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Eeople of today are quite capable of
using computers. In fact, the key is
the Introduction of the Mac and Win-
dows, With the need to know DOS
gone, anyone can be trained to use a
computer quickly and easily. There's
no intimidating programming require-
ment.

I'd also ke to point out that
learning to use or owning a computer
is a pointless goal. There will always
be plenty of jobs that den't require
computer expertise. I can also see
where a home computer might make
sense for lots of people—-it's nice to
play games on, but beyond that, what
can the average person do with one?

Bruce, if you think it's neat that
the same Kkeys do the same thing in
Works for the IBM, remember that in
the Mac world you have: 1) similar
keys doing similar things (as much as
possible), 2) you can clip and paste
between pretty much all programs and
3) with System 7, and new versions of
programs, link data.

In your remark to Andrew York,
Imore of your low-end computer wuser
and proud of it-ness shows. Just
because you don't have a hard disk
doesn’'t mean they're not nice or very
useful. A hard disk allows you to: a)
have quicker access to your files, b)
run programs that are too big to fit
on a floppy. For example, you'd be
able to run PageMaker, which would
eliminate most of your layout problem.
BM: I guess I'il see the difference
after I get one, but the machine at
work loads Works in about a half~
second from the hard drive and in
about three seconds from the floppy.
My XT +takes about a minute, which
indicates that the credit goes about
95% to the 386 chip and 5% to the hard
drive. But there was, I guess, a bit
too much malice in my diatribe against
ard drives, much based on envy. I
uspect that somebody (me) who can
rogram a VCR will have little trouble
figuring out when the advantages of
the hard drive are real and when the
advantages are illusory, and will keep
the crap off the hard drive. One ad-
vantage 1'll have is the experience of
working with floppies. I don't mean
that hard drive users are mystified by
their floppy drives, just that they
don’t 1like using them. Sometimes 1
get the feeling that many new-age
users are so enamoured with their hard

drives that changing floppies is like
blasphemy: avoid unless strictly ne-
cessary.

Let me just insert a late note in
here because I can’'t resist: I’VE GOT
40MB AND I CAN'T FILL IT UP!! Check
back in a couple of. months: 1’11 be
cringing that I ever wrote that...

I don’'t want to really get heavily
into the Mac vs IBM argument, so suf-
fice it to say that I admire Apple’s
work in making the Mac attractive and
competitive in a tough market. The
Mac doesn’t seem to be dying out as
the 64 did five years ago. If only it
weren’t so expensive!

I should clarify what I was trying
to say in the article last issue, be-
cause I detect that I wasn't really
well wunderstood. I don’t think the
technological advance and the drop in
prices is a bad, I think the corre-
sponding ever-rising minimum require-

ments for a computer system is the
bad. I didn't mean that the young
folks are incapable of wusing com—
puters, I meant that the older folks
are very resistant +to change. The
more exposure to computers you get
while young, the better equipped

you’ll be to cope with them when they
show up at your job.

PageMaker looks interesting (I've
combed the library for books on 1it),
but it doesn’t get around the central
problem that +there’d be a six-month
period of very late issues while I
learned how to best use it. And by
then there’d probably be some other
hot shot DTP program that would be
essential...
ERIC KLIEN:
Bilierica MA

Your theory that
there is no need for
further power in
home computers is wrong. For exam-
ple, let's say that you felt like playing
a game of Diplomacy against a compu-
ter. Since a computer is blind, it
would be unable to play in a normal
board game version. Since a computer
is deaf, it would have to take input
via keyboard. Since a computer |is
paralyzed, it would be unavble to play
a normal board game version even if it
could see. Finally, a computer would
be unable tc play even if it could see,
hear, and move, because a computer
still can't think well enough to nego-
tiate in a game of Diplomacy. If you
wanted the computer to do something
a little more complicated, like help a
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child with her homework, the problems
become even more immense. Note that
computers are blind, deaf, paralyzed,
and can't think well because they
don't have enough computer powering
to do these functions.

Later on in your article, you
claimed that a computer could drive a
car but there would be no advantage
to this. Considering that humans kill
50,000 people plus injure another mil-
lion people plus injure another ten
million cars per year, you don't see a
demand for error-free driving? It
you could get computers both smart
enough to drive and to protect them-
selves against thieves, the entire auto
insurance iIindustry could be shut
down! This would be an immense be-
nefit to people, especially when you
consider that the cars would never
get lost, wo always take the shor-
test routes, and would always avoid
traffic jams.

Why don't computers

drive cars

already?  Because they are blind.
They do not have the mneccessary
computer power to _process visual

images sufficently to drive well. One
day computers will be fast enough to
do this, but it will be quite awhile
since the world's fastest computers
are still tens of thousands of times
slower than the human brain. There
have been some prototypes of compu-
ter driven cars that use computers
that operate and hundreds of millions
of operations per second, but they
can't keep up with the job that the
human brain accomplishes by using
100 billion neurons each operating in
parallel at 1000 operations per second
per neuron.

If you loock at the programs on the
market, you will find that most of
them use all the memory available In
your computer plus you will find that
they operate a little slower than is
ideal. This is because programmers
arse always pushing machines as fast
as they can go. The reasons that
programs haven't changed much over
the past decade is because there is a
huge magnitude difference in the
amount of computer power needed be-
tween having a computer being able to
hear and taking input from a Kkey-
board, from having a computer being
able to see and taking Input from a
keyboard, from having a computer
being able to move and being para-

lyzed, from having a computer bein;
able to think and blindly following
simple algorithms. It will take decades
for computers to become fast enough
for these barriers to be broken, but
the barriers will slowly come down.
Watch multimedia be the next blg leap
in computer programming, doubling the
customer base for home computers.

BM: Well, that’'s a bit of a look
ahead. If your objective is to play a
game of Diplomacy, or any board game,
against a computer, what specifically
are you looking for? Certainly you
are not going to look elsewhere upon
finding out that the computer cannot
move the pieces, or see the pieces, or
take vocal input. Someday, maybe, but
you’re looking too far ahead.

I found your arguments about com-
puters driving a bit off topic. If
cars are someday equipped with com-
puters, this will be unrelated to the
computers we use in the workplace for
productivity and in the home for pro-—
ductivity, education, and entertain-
ment. Computers are in microwaves,
VCRs, phone systems, and other modern
electronic appliances, but my topic
was desktop computers. I have no
doubt that business users will always
try to remain at the top end of tech-
nology, but no home user should have
to put up with the trouble to upgrade
as often as it appears mneccessary.
Why can’t they just designate the
386SX as the Offical Home Computer and
give the hot rod stuff to business
users, but keep us home users sup-—
ported to that level adequately? 1I’'ve
got a significant portion of my income
at the computer store waiting for my
386 to be paid for. By the time it
js, will it be obsolete? And more im—
portantly, how many potential home
users are staying away because of that
very fear?
MIKE BARNO:
Endwell NY

Your article on home
computing was gen-
erally excellent.
Just one point that I want to touch on
right now: CAD/CAE(ngeneering) soft-
ware can be fundamentally more than
just super-duper graphics. A good
program can develop a mathematical
model of the hardware being designed
and calculate its performance under

varfous stresses, Including variance
due to different materials, surface
treatments, etc., and the feed manu-

facturing information to computer-
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driven muhng equipment. Of course,
this is more "business" than "per-
sonal" computing, but it tremendously
empowers entrepreneurs to develop in-
novative Ideas without the resources
of a large corporation. "Telecom-—
muting" enables the physically handi-
capped (or agoraphobic, or hyperal-
lergic, or anti-urban) to work at home,
and has the potential to reduce the
pollution and energy problems, wasted

time, and other metropolitan hassles,
s0 home computing isn't just games
and typing.

BM: I find this really funny: as the
trend becomes people staying at home
to do work with computers, I now (or
at least when they fix the computer at
work), spend time at work using a com-
puter to work on my hobby! I guess
I'm backwards.
MALCOLM SMITH: If someone wants
Strgmmen NORWAY to buy a home
machine of any

sort the last place on earth I'd send
them to would be to a salesroom where
the ‘tralned' salespersons there know
next to sod-all! Because I'm the PC
Wallah at our site I get, on average,
three or four reccommendations a week
for home machines.

I usually start out
questions:

1) "What do you want to do with
the machine?” and

2) "What do you think you'll
actually do with the machine?"

The answer is wusually determined

with the two

BASEBALL QUIZ continued
[continued from page 23]

9. A Dbatter hits a ball to right
center field and outfielders Bobo
Breazeale and Shaun Fitzmaurice
converge on it. Breazeale makes
the catch as the two collide and the
force of the collision knocks the
glove off of Breazeale's hand. The
ball, however, stays put in the
glove as |t falls to the ground.
Breazeale and Fitzmaurice are out--
cold, that is. But is the batter out,
or can he go for as many bases as
he can get? It's your call--and
then call for the trainers and smel-
ling salts.

[Next question is on page 29]

by these two questions; also, who the
person is within the company and
whether or not he wants it for his
kids to play on!

It turns out that most of the tiome
I reccommend a 286 machine. In re-
cent weeks I've suggested a 386SX,
Amiga, and a QL [?] (for a computer
nut!).

If T changed my machine It looks
like I'd go for a 386 so that I can run
UNIX on it at home.

I think your appraisal of what you

can do with a microomputer is a bit
damning--don't you think? Or were
you trying to stir up a storm? Where
in your Hst is "programming the thing
yourself to adjudicate games?" It's
like saying the cooker in the kitchen
will never catch on as it just gets hot
and cold. Heck, the fridge does less
than that (just gets cold) and seems
to be a major success story. The only
limit that any microcomputer has |is
the ingenuity and imagination of its
developers.
BM: Well, it’'s nice to know that my
386, when I pay for it, will be a good
choice in at least one reader’'s opin-
ion. What’s UNIX?

Surely you must know how much time

an adjudicator program (such as I
forecast in XL #28) would take +to
develop. Just thinking about the

flowchart for adjudication is awfully
mind-boggling, to say nothing of the
record-keeping involved, which might
not be difficult but is awfully picky
work. But I think a good adjudicator
program, with options to allow GMs to
choose from to conform with house-
rules, would be a great GMing aid,
espe01a11y to GMs like me that often
miss simple standoffs.

Cookers and refrlgerators are a
poor comparison to computers, as least
in relation te my central point: that
this environment of immediate obsoles-
cence is a Bad Thing. Fridges and
cookers last far longer without people
worrying that the new ones have a few
extra features, or, more important,
that the new ones are aggressively ad-
vertised.

MIKE BARNOQO: Just pull the modem ca-
ble when you want to plug in a mouse.
You don't use a Mac or Windows, so
how often do you use a mouse and
telecommunicate at the same time?

BM: Never. However, the mouse decesn’'t
work when reconnected. If I load
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Works, telecommunicate, then hang up
and do some word processing, the mouse
doesn’t respond. But don’'t worry—--the
new machine will have an extra serial
port.

Sports continues to be a popular

topic in 1letters here. I wonder
why....- Oh well, let’s start with
baseball:

BRENT MCKEE: My brother bought me
a copy of Total Baseball by John
Thorn and Pets Palmer. It Dbills itself
as "The Most Complete Baseball En-
cyclopedia in the World." Not only
does it have player records and sea-
son records, it also has articles and a
whole lot of Information that you
didn't know you needed. It is a trivia
quiz master's best friend.

BM: I bought Thorn and Palmer's The
Hidden Side of Baseball before I read
Bill James’'s Abstract. I found their

"Linear Weights" stats formula, which
involves deriving batting, .running,
fielding and pitching runs versus

league average to create a plus—-minus
rating, quite interesting, even if
Bill James correctly pointed out that
you cannot c¢laim that team Linear
Weights scores correlate nearly per-
fectly to actual team runs scored
(which Palmer and Thorm did in the
book), since Linear Weights are based
on taking season totals to get the
plus/minus totals, which is 1ike know-
ing the answer before you try to guess
it. I'm not really into baseball’'s
history as much as I could be, al-
though I reccommend Bill James’s Bio-
graphical Encyclopedia, which is part
of his The Baseball Book series, and
concentrates on the human side of the
game rather than the numbers only.
ROBERT LESCO: Regarding last time's
Brampton ON "It's Your Call" #2,

John Olerud, Jays
1b, wears a batting helmet style cap
on the field and noc one has com-
plained. (He suffered an aneurysm
some years ago.)

There 1is a bit more strategy to
pinch-hitting for the pitcher than Bill
James admits. What if he has a shut-
out going (or it is a low scoring
game)? If he's In #trouble on the
mound and his spot is due up next in-
ning do you bring in your ace to
complete one innning? I would say
that involves more thought than simp-
ly changing pitchers when you like

and leaving them in exactly as long aa
you want to.

BM: I don’'t think Roy Hobbs had an
aneurysm though. (My little diction-
ary doesn’t know what they are; my big
one sSays Aaneurysm/aneurism. Thanks
for alerting me to the possible mis-
spelling. But I can see another prob-
lem in your letter-—correspondants are
forbiiden +to wuse square Dbrackets,
since I occassionally need +them to
insert comments. No problem, I
changed ’'em by rounding them off!)

The James argument is that +the
claim about the DH decreasing strategy
is overblown because most pitcher vs
PH situations are clear-cut and would
be handled the same way by almost
every manager. There may be a few,
but there are not wany such siuations
where different managers would do dif-
ferent things in a more or less even
split among the possibilities. Cer-
tainly the DH knockers that use that
particular argument tend to imply that
every time the pitcher. comes up. I
still wish they’d have the same rules

in both leagues: many fans do not
realize that the stats are hugely
affected. In 1985 the Cards pitching

staff was rated far ahead of the Roy-
als but when you added in the DH ef-
fect, the stats favoured the Royals.

My suggestion that tennis tie-
breaks should be eliminated by simply
awarding a tied set to each player
(the final set to be played out to 23-
21, or however long as neccessary) had
a logical problem:
PETE GAUGHAN:
Novato CA

If you don't decide
a set (either by tie-
breaks or by two-
game margins) you are faced with
possible matches such as this: 6-6, 6-
4, 6-6, 6-6, 4~-6...and now you are tied
at a set apiece with at least two and
probably three to play, after three
hours on the court. I think it would
be even more frustrating to play 45
minutes and have to start over than
to lose a tie-break!

BM: I figured there was a problem. Oh
well, if we’'re going to accept tie-
breaks, let me now hit on the arbi-
trary figure of six games equals one
set. If we can all agree that five
set matches are more potentially ex-
citing that three set matches (I think
so, anyhow), why don't they simply
make the women's matches four—-game
sets? Would that be reasonable?
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[KEVIN BROWN: Basketball; NBA players
are too good. There's no adaption to
take advantage of an opponent's weak-
ness, NBA teams don't have weak-
nesses. I think it‘s because of the
small number of players per team.
You can't concentrate talent like that
and not have all the teams have awe-
some players. Going from hundreds of
college programs to 23 NBA teams
leaves anybody that can't do every-
thing (shoot, rebound, defend) ocut In
the cold. You don't get that in other
sports because of the higher number
of players needed to play. There are
fewer college football programs than
college basketball programs, yet there
are far more NFL players than NBA
players. 1Isn't it ocbvious that the NBA
has too many good players?

BM: Even so, I think there 1is still
the familiar pyramidal structure: a
few elite players, followed by more
star players, followed by even more
regular players, followed by a great
number- of marginal NBA-calibre play-
ers, many of whom seidom see much ac-
tion. The sports employment numbers
at the major league level are about
like this:

NFL 1200 jobs
MLB 650 jobs
NHL 500 jobs
NBA 275 jobs
Now let's take the last five years,
86-91, and try to determine the MVP
over that period, for each sport. If
your argumentisthat NBA players are too
good, then logically that sport should
be least likely to have a clearly dom-
inant player, since his opposition is
always at a uniformly high level. Yet
almost anyone would have little trou-
ble in designating Jordan as basket-
ball’s MVP over the last few years.
Similarly, with hockey, it’'s Gretzky.
Football (Montana? Rice? Largent?)
and baseball (Brett? Canseco? Cle-
mens?) are harder. I think basket-
ball, to my memory, has always been
pretty close to having a clear-cut
choice (or at least a choice of one or
two) as to the best player in the
world, and if the NBA is truly a
league where all of the Players are
good, they have clearly produced a
huge number of dominant players de-
spite this parity.
MIKE BARNO: Well, yes, most Indy 500s
(and most Indy car racing In general)
are boring--but autc racing in general

remains my favorite .sport, and the
only one I'm active In as an official.
Watch a NASCAR Winston Cup race,
with close competition for five
hundred miles, quick pit stops in-
volving a team of six co-ordinated
men, and a dozen cars still fighting it
out for victory on the last lap. Or
find a local dirt track and see your
neighbours battling each other in
street stocks while trying to figure
out changing track conditions. Seems
more viscerally competitive than run-
ning round trying to get some size of
ball or puck into some size of net.
BM: I watched  the Vancouver Molson
Indy last month on TV, and wasn’'t
impressed. The winner won based on
two very skillful passes of the run-
ner-up (the second time after he had
had to go into the pits), but I as a
non-driver was unimpressed, and in
fact was more concerned with how a guy
going +that fast could dare to +try
something 1like +that twice, when a
miscalculation of a few inches could
kill them both. I wonder why they
don’t have pursuit races like cycling,
on an oval track with a constant (low)
amount of fuel in a knockout format—-
that might be exciting to watch, but
TV would never go for it live.

More Gulf War stuff now:
ROBERT LESCO: It seemed clear to me
that when President Bush was en-
couraging Iraqis to revolt he was
speaking to the army, particularly the
Republican Guard, and not to the
Kurds, but I'm obviously In the
minority. The mandate of Desert
Shield/Storm was not to remove Hus-
sein but to liberate Kuwait. It would
have been nice but it may have come
at the ©price of U.N. support. Do
people really believe that a war can
solve all problems without creating
more? We like to think WWII was
pretty decisive but a lot of East
Europeans were no better off than
before.
BM: But, much as I hate to say it,
they were better off under Russian
Communism than they’d have been under
German fascism. Similarly, much as I
hatre to say it, I think Iraqis would
be better off under an Iranian—-type of
government than wunder the absolute
control of the Baath party-—whether
Saddam is at the helm or not. We have
no indication at all that Saddam’s
successor would be any different,
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except the ominous sign in the form of
one—party dictatorship that exists
there. As for what Bush exactly said,
I don’t know the words used, but once
it was clear that a revolution was
taking place, we should have made the
fight a fair one instead of watching
and waiting for the inevitable slaugh-
ter.

KEVIN BROWN: I don't think the point
of the Gulf War was a statement
against military force, nor was it +to
help out a friend. The war was the
ultimate expression of George Bush
trying to shed the "wimp" label. I
think you missed my point on 1Iraq
being a "threat.” You sald "we can't
call a country a threat just because
they have an army capable of Iinva-
sion"; my point was that Irag was NOT
capable of Invasion, at least not of
any nation that had a military force.
Kuwait had practically none, so they
were easy pickings. No other Iragi
neighbour was 80 weak as to be
threatened.’
MIKE BARNO:

*Threat"” has two separ-

ate components: capability, and wil-
lingness to use it. In the Intelligence
community, the former s evaluated

without regard to the latter, since
leadership can change (we won't men-
tion what the world might be like had
the recent Soviet coup succeeded) and

BASEBALL QUIZ continued
{continued from page 26]

10. Runners on first and second
with no outs. Henry Pulvermacher
grounds the ball to third base

where the third sacker fields the
ball and attempts to tag the runner
coming toward him. The runner re-
treats to second to avoid the tag
and the third baseman then throws
the ball there and the second base-
man tags the bag for the force out
on the runner from first, but can-
not make the tag on the retreating
runner. Is the runner who beganl||
on second out for running the
bases in the wrong direction or
failing to advance on a force play,
or is his move legal simce the force
has been removed? It's your call.

[Next question is on page 34}

motives can erroneously lnter—
preted. (You ment:loned the last point
with regard to the Irag-Kuwalt dispute
over oll and loan repayment. Be
aware that the al-Sabah family, Bush,
the Saudi sheiks, and others had
plenty of accurate Intelligence on this
matter, just as Roosevelt did about
Pearl Harbor, Hitler did about D-Day,
and Churchill did about Coventry.
Most military Information i3 wasted
either because leaders don't want to
compromise their sources, or more
often, the blithering idiots just don't
believe it.

BM: If the war was a great stunt to
allow Bush to shed the wimp label, I
must point out the benficial side ef-
fect: the UN has now lost its own wimp
label, having successfully intervened
with force against an international
agressor. As for whether they were
able to invade neighbours, 1 think
they had some success with Iran, and
certainly the Saudis didn’t plead for
and then -happily allow. American ser-
vice personnel into their territory
without some thought that they might
be in some danger from the north. The
war was not Irag vs U.S.A., it was
Iraq vs. the U,N. coalition: granted,
the U.S.A. did most of the work, paid
most of the bills and reaped few bene-
fits, but if the U.S. hadn’'t led we’d
still all be there today, and the Gulf
War would be the Vietnam of the 90’s.
MIKE BARNO: Tibet a separate nation?!?
Maybe Beijing i{s casting a second vote
in the UN General Assembly (I haven't
kept up on this), but that doesn't
make it so. Name me one thing Tibet-
ans can decide for themselves. Kuwait
was part of Irag most of the time go-
ing back to Mesopotamian times until
after World War Two, when British
colonial governors (not KXuwaitis nor
Iragis) drew up new borders for poli-
tical reasons.

BM: OK, I goofed on Tibet, I guess I
have to advoate an invasion for liber-
ation now, right? Just tell me how to
do so, and you got it. I think the
Chinese are going to come under a lot
of pressure now as the last Communist

superpower, and clearly they do not
deserve MFN status from anyone until
they come around with more modern
stances on Tibet, Hong Kong, and I'm

sure a few others I'd look up if I had
the time. As for Kuwait, if Saddam
wanted it that bad, and if there were
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fhistoric precedents in favour, he
could probably have negotiated a
merger until; he made his reputation
as a military bully by attacking coun-
tries with similar-sounding names and
liquidating people who didn’t think
this was an Awesome Idea from Allah.
My bosses will tell you that much of
Europe and most of Asia was part of
Iran (Persia) at some time or other,
which I do not doubt, but this doesn’t
mean it’'s right to go back to what we
had centuries ago.

On to a new topic:
est politicial party in
Guess again...

KEVIN BROWN: What do Liberterrians
stand for? LESS GOVERNMENT! The
welfars state that currently exists
cannot be eliminated slowly, it must be
wiped out in one fell swoop. To ig-
nore the creeping sccialism in the
government is to pave the way for
tyranny, and that road has already
begun construction.

BM: Miliions of government workers
lose their jobs in the Inaugural Ad-
dress? Sounds like fun.

MIKE BARNQO: The Liberterrian Party,
in the highly improbable ewvent that
they should get elected to any posi-
tions of real authority, would attempt
to avoid the "power corrupts" problem
by dispersing some power and simply
eliminating as much as possible, on the
theory that Individual freedom and
responsibility should be more-or-less
absolute. Of course, all the bureau-
cracies would resist dissolution.

BM: Why can’'t the Liberterrians try to
get on as a far-right branch of the
Republican party? Why do I suggest
this? The 1latest B.C. election, be-
tween the near-socialist NDP and the
poorly organized (decimated by the
recently resigned premier) right-wing
Social Credit party, was historic in
that the NDP won a huge majority based
on 41% of the wvote. This happened
because a new middle of the road party
took over half of the Socred vote, due
to the endless scandals and screwups
perpetrated by the Socreds while in
office. In a three party system, this
happens all the time, and if the Lib-
ertarians were ever to become strong
enough to be a legitimate third party,
they would almost certainly take
enough of the Republican vote away to
hand the election to the Democrats.
Think of it: in 1986 the NDP won 42%

the third larg-
the U.S.

of the vote in a two-way race and went
.400 in a Legislature seats won-lost
record. This time their support fell
to 41% and they have 70% of the seats!

MIKE BARNO: Listening to Larry Xing
over Beatles/Hendrix/etc.?!? Oh well,
de gustibus non est disputandum.

BM: Excuse me?

KEVIN BROWN: You listen +to Larry
King? I had you figured as a Rush
Limbaugh man, oh well...

BM: Well, that at least confirms the
spelling—1 have only heard Mr. Lim-
baugh's name disparagingly mentioned
by Mr. King, as he appears to have a
radio talk show of his own that pan-
ders to what Larry calls right wing
whackos, by screening calls so that
1*b*r*1 d*m*cr“ts cannot get in, and
having no guests. I bhave not heard
the show, but it sounds like the 1991
talk radio version of a Hitler speech.
At least on the King show the RWWs get
to mouth off a bit if they can put up
with Larry laughing at them before he
hangs up.

But I must admit that a major rea-
son why I listen to the King show is
the half-hourly news. News at night
on local radic is nearly unheard of,
and Canada is so caught up in the Con-
stitutional wrangle that 1it’'s nice to
get away from that for a few hours a
day. (It reinforces my belief that
this country isn’t really breaking up,
except for everyone shouting that it
is.) OneSunday night I heard the Rus-
sian coup story develop, and then gave
Yeltsin a standing 0. for staring down
the tanks. The following night I lis~
tened to the coup weaken and wither
away. I wish I'd known about the show
when the Gulf War was happening.

By the way, rumours that I am the
guy from Houston who calls to say that
"the water is warm”" are untrue....

ROBERT LESCO: I am with you on your
comments on the Kennedy rape case.
If you can supppress your revulsion
at the thought of a prosecuting at-
torney more concerned with nailing a
Kennedy than seeing Justice prevall,
it's hard not to admire the cleverness
in her claim that she has three women
who have been previously assaulted
by the accused who want to testify.
The beauty is that these women need
not exist. It is very unlikely that a
judge would allow such testimony but
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it smears the accused perhaps to the
oint where an unbiased jury cannot
ge found. I'm aware from reading
that the Kennedy's are unliked by a
large body of people and this dislike
often crosses the beyond the realm of
what is rational.

BM: It’s hard for me to fault the pro-
secuting attormey when this woman has
had her name dragged through the
press. Even with the growing suspi-
cion that the rape charge may have
been motivated by vengeance, it still
is clear that the woman started at a
great disadvantage, the original ball
being dropped by the New York Times by
legitimizing the publication of the
woman's name. Even if the accusation
is bull, it doesn’t retroactively make
the Times right. I guess it’s a 1lit-
tle unfair that the Kennedy name was
publicized, but when you're rich and
famous, you take the good with the
bad. Nothing was going to prevent the
name of the accused from coming out
once it was learned that the event
happened in the Kennedy compound.

ROSIE ROBERTS: There are
Adendorf, GERMANY some very

good argu-
ments for not printing the name of
anyone accused of a crime until he
has been found gullty, but they are

not sapeclific to sexual crimes and are
not the same arguments as apply to
not revealing the name of a rape
victim. It is certainly tough on any
nnocent man to have his good name
sullied (although In some peer groups,
o be accused of rape is a matter for
but it 1s nowhere near so

woman whose body has been defiled,
whose self-respect is destroyed and
ho will--if her name is known--also
be exposed to the prurient curlosity
f strangers. I agree with you,
it would be unneccessary to

they have absolutely nothing to be
ashamed of, and this should be more
widely appreciated.

shudder at the thought of any
peer groups where a rape accusation
becomes a status symbol--surely if we
exclude criminals and drug addicts and
other hopeless lowlife we can recog-
ize that most men would not be proud
at being thus tagged. Both accused
and victim in rape charges should have
legal recourse against negative publi-

amorti]l 3 !

city if they are found to be in the
right. That means that the Florida
woman should be allowed to sue the New
York Times if Kennedy is found guilty,
and +the Vancouver man should be
allowed to sue the 1local paper. And
if Kennedy is innocent, the woman in
Florida should be jailed.

ROSIE ROBERTS: In Germany, there is
a saying that a Mercedes-Benz |is
supplied with bulilt-in right-of-way.
In fact, this is rather a feature of the
type of person who drives one-—many
of them really do drive as though
they literally own the road. Similarly,
there are people who behave in other
circumstances as though their wanting
something In some way gives them the
right to take it--whether "it" is a day
off work, a wallet found lying in the
street, a pirate copy of a computer
game, or a woman who happens to take
their fancy. People who have amassed
a certain quantity of fame and/or
money are particularly prone to ac-
quire this attitude——their path has
been so often smoothed for them that
they cannot believe it should ever be
rough. So, far from accepting that
the laws which apply to everycne else
should also apply to them, they often
claim, when arrested, that they are
being picked on for being rich and/or
famous. Similarly, Mercedes drivers
frequently claim they are the victim of
Mercedes bashing—-but EVEN IF THEY
ARE, the laws must still apply.

BM: Well stated. One thing that is
completely clear about +the Kennedy
rape case: whoever is telling the
truth, it is not a situation that a
Kennedy should ever have found himself
in. And having been caught with his
pants down, Teddy should quit denying
everything and realize once and for
all that one cost of his fame and
fortune is higher penalties for screw-
ing up.

The English brigade hit me at the
very mention of William Safire....
PETE GAUGHAN: Ah, words. Is Hal a
ficticious friend, or a fictional one??
BM: Hal was the guy on page 23 last
issue thinking of buying a computer
and asking my advice-—I made him up
and referred to him as a fictitious
friend. Looking the words up, I note
that fictitious has a connotation of
deliberate deception: fictional would
have been better.
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(ROSIE ROBERTS: Perhaps it is just as
well you're dropping the Scrabble,
both Chambers' and Webster list both
"¢oupet” and "toupee", giving "toupee"
as an alternative of "toupet”. The
word Is described as of "Gmc origin";
your alternative spelling looks as
though somebody once assumed it was
French.

BM: Somebody did: me! If it is of Gmc
(Germanic, 1 assume?) origin, does
that mean the pronunciation is +too-~
PETT?

OK, dictionary delvers, here’s
something that came up on the Lartry
King show recently. What is the most
common meaning of "celibacy?" If you
said "abstention from sex," as I did,
check your dictionary (assuming it is
one which lists meanings in order of
usage and not in chronological order).
The three I have all say it means "re-—

aining wunmarried, esp. because of
Eeligious vows," with my answer in
second place. AIDS infecting usage?

Odds and ends time:

ROBERT LESCO: I think we can thank
that regrettable movie for the size of
Mozart bicentennial festivities, and for
the ghastly misconceptions of Mozart
that are so prevalent of late. If I
recall rightly, Rossini was born Feb 29
1792. We'll see how that Is com-
memorated.

iBM: The Mozart bash has died down in
recent months from what it was when
1991 opened. I switch from Larry King
ight to Stereo Morning on CBC-FM on
lweekdays, and I recall them plugging
ithis from wid-1990 on. Surprising how
it’s died down. I still think cele-—
brating the death of a composer is
kind of macabre. But I did enjoy the
movie, those who care enough about
usic will realize the distortion of
istoric fact and those who don’t
on’t, but who cares: it was a great
icture.

EVIN BROWN: Eeek, did I say "politi-
cally correct"? I guess I did, but

at's not what I meant. While my
zine is certainly not politically correct
n the popular usage of the term, what

was trying to say is that it's not
politically agreeable with David Hood.

: But a politcially correct United
soccer zine would have some humour
potential, wouldn't it...

GARY BEHNEN: Thanks for the back
Olathe KS fssues of Excelsior!
I enjoyed reading

through them. It was also nice
meeting you Iin Toronto. Obviously I
had a great time, hope you did, too.
Any chance you'd make it across the
Rockies & the Great Plains to KC next
year?

In XI. 38 and then 39 I saw
references of a game begun in Praxis
(Eigin) renamed and rehoused as
"Mahler." It apparently was deter-
mined to abandon/end this game, but
you made reference to a "BN from Eric
Klein." I reviewed '87-'89 gamestarts
and found none for Praxis or Elgin
listed. Can you clarify the BN for me?
If it is one this office has recorded,
I'd like to close the book on it
Thanks. .

Backgammon is a great game, but

I've never quite played your automatic
double stakes. Perhaps if you wind
up in KC sometime, we can wile away a
few hours?
BM: I accept the challenge,
don’'t know if I can get there! Cer-
tainly I’'d very much like to. But I
must object to this attribution of
automatic doubles (which is an ar-
bitrary doubling of the stakes when-
ever the initial roll is a tie, for-
cing a reroll) to me, as though I in-
vented the darn scheme or something.
There nothing I hate more than losing
money because of auto-doubles: I am a
killer in the small-stake games, but
when you roll six auto-doubles to
start with, the gods of gammon get me
every time for a 64 or a 128 or some-
thing. Actually, they aren’'t too bad
as long as they are limited to one or
two.

If Elgin/Mahler has a BN, it would
probably have been issued in 1990.
I've looked and I cannot find the
letter I got from Eric Klein giving me
the number 1issued, ©but it could
probably be tracked down through him.
As you probably read, only two people,
Frank Easton and Marc Peters, decided
to send orders, and since this didn’t
even include the guy who tried so hard
to have it rehoused in Canada, Doug
Acheson, I decided that it probably
was best to abanden it. All four of
us were at DipCon and nobody said much
to me about it.

Request time...

ROBERT LESCO: I do hope that you
will mention your up-coming provincial
election. From what I've read the two
major players are not Invot - in B.C,

but 1
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politics. What I mean is that it
appears that the NDP are campalgning
against Bill Vander 2Zalm and the
Socreds are campalgning against
[Ontario's NDP premier] Bob Rae. (I'd
choose Mr. Vander Zalm myself.)

BM: - Perhaps, but you haven’'t 1lived
through the Vander Zalm regime as I
have. (By the way, interesting use of
‘upcoming’ with a hyphen there: in one
shot you’ve pointed out +the word’s
awkwardness but in actually using it
you demonstrate the usefulness of the
word.) The election began, as you
say, with early Socred commercials
using man in the street interviews to
point out the Ontario defecit, and
early NDP commercials urging a change
from the tired old Socred dicks that
had screwed up the province for five
years. As a conservative type of
voter, I was congidering not voting.
The choices were to vote for BVZi’s
biggest apologist, or to vote for a
socialist radical. Until the debate
on CBC, I had no idea what the hell I
was going to do, but then I was caught
up in the tide after BC Liberal leader
Gordon Wilson performed well in the TV
debate. Since I wasn’t going to vote
Socred (despite a five-minute video
that came in the mail from the local
Socred candidate, who paid for 5,000),
and couldn’t bring myself to vote NDP,
the Liberal option seemed like a fine
idea. Apparently I wasn’t the only
one who thought so. The final tally
was around 47-21-7, with the Liberals
in second place and the Socreds in
third, but the real story 1is that the
NDP went down, from 42% to 41T and
went from opposition to huge majority.
We must now hope that Mike Harcourt
was not 1lying when he promised a
balanced budget after five years, but
the number of rookie MLAs is refresh-
ing. In our riding, it was no con-
test, NDP 55%, Liberal 30%, Socred
(video and all) 15%. It was an amaz-
ing turn of events, and despite losing
the government +to the socialists, 1
think it was probably a 1lost cause
from the start, and the emergence of a
third party is a great consolation
prize.

A snippet from a very old letter to
conclude this. I phoned wup Eric
Brosius with choochoo orders a few
days after the close of the Runestone
Poll, and got as a bonus a rundown of
the results. Next call I made was to

Cal White to confirm the generous ac1
comodations he'd offered me. And, of
course, I couldn’'t help but spill the
beans...

CAL WHITE: My thanx again for Rune-
stone results. Just a warning though.
You stole Eric Brosius's thunder. He
phoned me the next day and I had to
admit to him that you'd called. You'll
be answering to him at DipCon if he
shows (grin!)...

BM: Uh oh. Actually, I have since
apologized to Eric on the phone for
this (which means he’ll make the
congratulatory call the minute his Mac
declares a winner next year!!) but I
had no idea what I'd have said had 1
been confronted at DipCon!

ROM

Let's get right in to these answers:
this issve’s gonna be long encugh.

f. Did you get to DipCon? I4 not,
why not? - I4{ Ao, whatdja think? Did
the Lack of promotion have anything to
do with {ts asuccesas? Would you come
back in gour yearnsa?

ROBERT LESCO: I enjoyed DipCon, par-
ticularly the social aspects. I appre-
clated the tanks of coffee and the
muffins since it meant that a game
could be played to completion without
running out for food. If it's In
Toronto I will be back in 4 years.
There's a limit to how far I will go to
play Diplomacy and, if you were fol-
lowing my attendance, you would ob-
serve that I don't wake up early to
play, either. :
BRENT MCKEE: As you know, I was at
DipCon, having combined it with a two
week visit with my kid brother. I
enjoyed it, although with 20/20 hind-
sight, I have to say that the decision
to - change to best three from first
three in the scoring system was a
mistake In light of the fact that there
was not the great variety of games
played that there might have been if
pecple weren't so intent on bettering
their Diplomacy scores. I'm not sure
that the publicity was the main reason
for the comparatively low turnout.
Try high prices, the GST, and the ap-
parent difficulty in getting to Toronto
from within the USA. In four years, I
would probably try to make it back,
although two weeks in scuthern On-
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tario is a bit more than this prairie
boy can stand.

MIKE BARNO: Couldn't afford to get to
DipCon, otherwise I would have. I'm
likelier to make CanCon next year than
Kansas City for geographics reasons.
I got good advance information be-
cause I was known to be considering
attending.

KEVIN BROWN: No, didn't make it. Au-
gust is a bad time for me, gotta work
for Back-to—School.

ANDREW YORK: Nope, I didn't get to
DipCon. The primary, and only rea-
son, MONEY. If anyone would like to
fund my gaming travels, let me know,
otherwise, my travels will be limited to
what I can afford. I'm very much ho-
ping to make DipCon in KC next year.
MIKE LOWERY: No, I wasn't at DipCon.
If you're wondering why, the cost and
date (bad for me this year) were fac-
tors. But ultimately, I didn't go
because DipCon just didn't excite me.
No publicity, no personal notes, no
calls just left me with the feeling that
DipCon existed and that was about it.
Vince & Gary made me__want to go to
PoolCon, In contrast, by making me
feel wanted. Those things count.

As DipCon at CanCon in 1995 I
think that you're really jumping the
gun. Let's start worrying about that
in 1993 or 1994. A lot can happen in
the hobby by then. And, no, I don't
think a permanent rotation (go to the
same site in a region every four
years) is a priori a good.

BM: Nor do I: my point in asking the
question was to see if people were
pleasantly surprised enough by what
happened there to want to go back, IF
POSSIBLE. There was enough bad publi-
city about the event beforehand that I

BASEBALL QUIZ continued
[continued from page 29]

11. White Wings Tebeau hits a
sharp line drive up the middle. But
the ball strikes the pitcher's shoe
and deflects towards the first-base
line and hits Tebeau as he is run-
ning in fair territory toward first
base. 1Is Tebeau out for being hit
with the ball in fair territory? It's
your call.

[Answers by December 20)

wanted to see if people would change
their tune as a result of having been
there. I didn’'t expect people to
change their tune unless they were
there, of course, but I did expect a
few more. It seems that driving to
cons and picking people up along the
way is going out of style. The pre-
valent attitude today seems to be I go
by air or I den’t care. This com—
plaining about how hard it is to get
to Toronto from the U.S. by air was
surprising-—-surely you can find a
flight to Buffalo and hop on a bus for
an hour or so. I didn’'t notice a
great difference between Vancouver and
Toronto in terms of prices, if any-
thing, it seemed cheaper there.

2. It has been assented that durning
the 1980 US presidential campaign,
Reagan and Bush wene J{Involved In
secaet negotiations with Iran, unden
which Inan agreed to detay the retease
o4 the Amenican hostagesr until Reagan
. Do you §$ind thia
? Can 4this affect Bush'a
rneelecition chances?
BRENT MCKEE: Plausible; I don't know.
What would the Iranians have done if
Reagan didn't win. And yet that ad-
ministration has not been that ncotable
for its ethics. Will this hurt Bush's
re-election chances? Given the Gulf
War, the collapse of Communism in
Eastern Europe, the aftermath of the
anti-Gorbachev coup, I doubt it. This
is a new era of good feeling, or if you
prefer, of Pax Americana.
ROBERT LESCO: I suppose it's plau-
sible. It's also plausible that they
were speaking to the Democrats bey-
ond "officail" contacts. It's coming to
light a bit late for a lot of people to
believe or care about.
BM: The Canucks are non-committal, but
the Yankees aren’t...
MIKE BARNO: Not only possible, but
probable. I asserted this in print In
early '81 but was Ignored. Given
everything else Reagan's people did,
and the desire of Khomeini's group to
humiliate Carter, it makes more sense
than you might think. Note that US

weapons started flowing to Iran
(through Israel) shortly after the
inauguration and hostage release. "No

deals with terrorists" was purely for
public consumption. Soc the kidnap-
pings continued, and the Casey-North
“enterprise" sold Iran more armaments
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when they wanted something besldes
cocaine to finance the Contra "war"
(actually a campalign of destruction to
make Nicaragua ungovernable in the
hopes of the people kicking out the
Sandinistas).

KEVIN BROWN: Did Reagan get the Ira-
nians to delay the hostage release?

Probably. Will jt matter Iin the '92
election? No. This is probably re-
lated to the Iran-Contra thing, the
Iranians delay the release of the

hostages, anmd in return Reagan seils
them arms In violation of US law and
UN resolutions. Doesn't matter now.

ANDREW YORK: It Is plausible, as just

about anything lis. However, 1 don't
think it will make a hill of beans
during the next elections. The Demo-
crats don't need to look for something
to tarnish the Bush years, they need
to find a candidate for the White
House that makes sense and will do
something for the U.S. Without a
viable candidate, any attempt to dis-
credit the Republicans will be useless.
MIKE LOWERY: There's no limit to the

silliness the human mind can produce.
First of all, the current version pretty
much excludes Bush directly and has
Reagan's campaign chief cutting a deal
with Iran to wait until after the elec-
tion to release the hostages. The
charges are Improbable at best; the
story, if it were true, would have de-
stroyed the Republican party, with
friendly Iran in a permanent position
to blackmail the Reagan administration.
I doubt Reagan and co. would be that
stupid.

BM: Well, for my part, I reccommend
that you do not read October Surprise,

the book that was written by the
Reagan aide that wade the original
charges. It reads like the combina-

tion of a telephone book (too many
characters) and a graduate thesis (too
many big words and technical crap). I
can’'t believe that she couldn’'t get a
real writer to make it palatable.

It does seem nearly certain that
concern over the hostages being re-—
leased in the middle of the campaign
hugely affected the strategy of the
Reagan campaign. But it’s a huge jump
to go from watching the U.S. Iranian
assets to see if they were being pre-
pared for transport, and deploying a
bunch of connected people to check
into whether the negotiations were
about to get somewhere, to the point

where we figure that deals were made
to ensure that they would remain in
capt1v1ty.

A major point against is this: why
wait until inauguration day to release
the hostages? They’'d already won the
damn election.

I wmust say that Americans tend +to
hold a grudge far too long: even
though I abhor the Iran-Contra stuff
the anti-Iran reaction against even
reopening diplomatic relations five
years after the hostages returned home
was amazing to me.

I certainly don’'t think this is
over, and I think it may affect the
campaign. Certainly it should matter.
If it’s proven true, I think even Ted
Kennedy would have a great shot run-
ning against Bush--if nominated.

3. What do you think of the "poli-
tcal corvrectness” | movement? {(Ia
therne anyone out there who really
pregens Lo be called a "womyn”?)

MIKE LOWERY: PC sucks!!!

BM: And I want to add that he tried to
debate the issue but couldn’t find the
right words. So, eloquently, he
crossed it all out and just issued a
general slam. Mike, maybe you should
move to Texas:

ANDREW YORK: I haven't heard of this
movement here in Texas. Thus, I can't
make any Jjudgment on it (and I feel
I'm fairly well versed in national con-

cerns).

BM: I guess it’s been outlawed or
something there. Well, what else have
we got?

BRENT MCKEE: consider this: A pro—
fessor of anthropology at a cocllege
served as curator of a show at the
museum called Out of the Heart of
Africa, which focussed on the experi-
ences of White Colonial types in Africa.
The local black community (most of
whom have never been to Africa) call
the show racist and picket Iit. The
professor goes back to her regular
Jjob and teaches a class in Black Stud-
ies. She is hounded from the class-
room by her black students, who be-
lieve that their perception of what the
show was represents her personal
opinions and attitudes. Her house |is
vandalized and she {s personally har-
rassed Into resigning. The student
council does not defend her. The
Faculty ©passes a resolution saying
essentially that they are sorry for the
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{discomfort suffered by the students
who had to suffer having her teach
the class! Where did this happen?
Try Scarborough Coliege. That {s
political correctness at |its most
extreme. I'm against it.

ROBERT LESCO: I've an article written
by York University's Race Relations
officer and its Womens Studies head
which is amazing. They ([the PC peo—
ple] excuse themselves in advance by
stating that white males cannot be
victims of discrimination. The use of
the word "correct" illustrates some-—
thing I first observed of the left in
University. While the right will dis-
agree with your opinion and argue
lagainst it, the left simply denies an
opposing view’s right to exist. And
don't use the term McCarthyism. Uni-
versities and their faculties were free
to (and did) openly oppose McCarthy.
This is far more sinister. We have
gone beyond equality of opportunity
and are now shooting for equality of
results. Happily, Iit's destined to
collapse under the weight of its own
hypocracy, and we will freely be able
to use words like "banana” (I kid you
not, it's on the list of words thou
shalt not speak) again. (I think
someone decided it refers to a person
of Asian origin wheo has given up his
culture or some such thing.) I've
gone on a but but I get worked up
when my freedom of speech/thought
becomes threatened. It is the act
itself that determines discrimination or
no, not the identity of the wvictim of
perpetrator.

MIKE BARNO: PC is proof that any
good [dea (in this case, "sensitivity")
can and, sooner or later, will be
overdone. Of course, the debate is an
excuse for the usual right-wing cur-
imudgeons to exhibit their bigotry and
for the wusual left-wing idealists to
exhibit their sanctimony. For the rest
of us, it's time to work out secondary
consequences of the civil rightas move-
iment. How do we reconcile protection
of minorities with freedom of expres-
sion? Where, between Klan "nigger-—
lynchings"” and a State—-imposed
thought control denying all dif-
ferences, do we cross the line into
unacceptable censcrship?

(And as long as people are de-
bating how many "rights®  they're wil-
ling to give up In the interest of
considerateness, will they finally do

the same regarding the War on Drug
Users? Education? Handgun Crime?
The end of the Cold War, and now the
collapse of the Soviet Union, passed
with almost no acknowledgement of the
freedoms denied US citizens in the
fight against communism. Will we get
as many revelations about the CIA as
the Russians, Ukrainians, Kazakhs,
etc., are getting about the KGB and
it's predecessor organizationas such as
the NKVD? Will as many documents
get destroyed in Langley, Virginia, as
in Dzerzhinsky Square?)

BM: OK Mike, 1 think you’re off the
topic there. Next!

KEVIN BROWN: The basis is sound, to
try to word things so as. not to offend
pecple, but there's no end to what can
be cut out this way. Plus it's not
really the place of authority figures
(whether government or academic,
since this generally occurs on college
campuses) to tell people what words
are acceptable and which ones are not.
Let's be real, they're only words.

By the way, if we're going to call
them womyn, why not change our-
selves to myn, just to piss them off....
BM: Good idea. What the PC movement
is doing is not dumping on the bigots
of the world, but dumping on the lan-

guage for (they claim) encouraging
bigotry. Years ago, we changed "col-
oured” to "Negro" or "black'". Now we

are told this was not enough and we
must change this to "African-Ameri-
can." I listened to the CBC succumb
in a story about the Atlantic fishery,
where the copy editor substituted the
ludicrous "people who fish" for "fish-
ermen.” If a word is offensive it is
not always the fault of the word it-
self. Nigger is offensive because it
is a manufactured word designed to
offend. Coloured is offensive because
it implies +that "not coloured" is
somehow normal or natural. But black,
or Negro, is not offensive unless you
read something into it. To go one
step further and say "African—Ameri-
can" is proper is just siliy: the word
is bulky and awkward and makes one
wonder what we’ll use when AA acquires
connotations that somebody doesn't
like.

If I'm in a class that is disrupted
by PC activists, I want my tuition
back. If I'm a professor, I want the
right to bar PC activists from my
class if they disrupt proceedings, and
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I want them expelled if they are
students. If the PC folks want to
make asses of themselves in a student
rag or in demonstrations, that's fine.
But once they start disrupting the
classes, that’s enough, and for the
good of the bulk of the students, who
don’t give a shit about PC's excesses,
I suspect the universities will
realize that money talks and start
cracking down.

I want to say something regarding
Robert’'s exposure and definition of
the word banana, which I have never
heard. I'm afraid that I am com—
pletely bigoted against immigrants of
any race who refuse to make some ef-
fort to fit into the society of their
adopted country (and we all know there
are some, and the phenomenon is not
limited to Asians). I hotly deny,
however, that this is racism. If the
slang term banana and the PC move-—
ment’'s efforts to ban it are jin refer-
ence to Asian immigrants who refuse to
iearn North American customs (such as
the English language), I don’t like
the word, but I agree with the senti-
jment.

"motonlsat” Rodney King?

BRENT MCKEE: Yes. Even though
(hopefully) the attitudes of the
officers involved do not reflect those
of the Chief, the responsibility for
making sure that the officers have
soclally acceptable attitudes in their
racial attitudes is his responsibility.
MIKE BARNO: Probably. Definitely for
the patterns uncovered by the probe.
Sure, they don't want civil servants
dumped for political reasons, but dces
it make sense that the police chief
can't be fired for well-established just
cause?

ANDREW YORK: NO, based solely on the
videotape. How can an iIndividual in
charge of (lterally) thousands of
workers be solely anbd ultimately
responsible for each and every action
by those workers? IF Gates's policies
led to this Incident, YES; if it was a
random event by rogue officers, NO,
I'm a police officer myself (small town,
compared to LA). I can see how a
police chief can have limited effect on
a single (or small group of) officers.
I can also understand the frustration
of officers who continually arrest the

marbre ]l 3?

same people for the same offenses—
only to see them released by the judi-
ciary and penal systems.

ROBERT LESCO: I'm not one of those
who believes that the boss should re-
sign for what a subordinate does on
his own. Rather those involved should
resign. I read in Time that at least
one is seeking compensation for the
"stress" all the attention has caused
him.

KEVIN BROWN: In 1982 Daryl Gates said
that more blacks die from police choke
holds because "In some blacks the
veins or arteries do not open up as
fast as they do in normal people."
Gates is much like George Bush, he
says he's going to sdo something
about the problem, but when it comes
down to it he's not reaily doing
anything. Should he be forced to
resign? I don't think so. I am glad
to see him retiring, but to hold him
responsible for the actions of ali
policemen would set a bad precedent.
BM: I originally read that quote in a
Wambaugh novel! I think that for all
the +talk about holding the top guy
responsible for everything, there is
no way you can make this work. Cer-
tainly the immediate superiors should
be suspended or something to send the

message, and the accused should be
fired, obviously. But if you cannot
show that the police chief was at
fault, then he cannot be fired

(although it’s fair to subject him to
a little heat in the press). But this
comment in 1982 seems to indicate to
me that Gates should go, and probably
should have gone then.

Nobody commented on the +treatment
of the victim, a small-time criminal
and police nuisance who, in the eyes
of the media, suddenly became the poor
victim. You don't hear about the
beating of “con-man" Rodney King or
*convicted thief" Rodney King: what we
get is "motorist" Rodney King. Like
that’s the best light they can paint
him in. Like all the pocor guy was
doing was driving his car. Like we
believe that the police kicked the
shit out of him (terribly wrong as
this may have been) for NO REASON
WHATSOEVER. Yeah, right. Tell me
another one.

5, Canadlana: What anre your viewa on
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%IKE BAf{NO: What was the Splcer

Commission? Most Americans get little
Canadian news. The free~trade pact
discussions with Mexico got more

coverage than those with Canada, in
spite of your nationwide debate. We
only heard about the huge James Bay
I power project when environmen-
talists made noise about New York
State contracting to buy power from
HydroQuebec. A representative of the
Cree Indians came through recently
and got some towns to pass meaning-
less resoclutions urging the state to
cancel the contracts while it still can.
ROBERT LESCO: Let me ask you—-since
the report was released, what have
you heard of the Spicer Comission?
I've read nothing. No mention from
Joe Clark or the Unity Cabinet or
anyone in the media. Perhaps a play
for time; a boondoggle for certain.
Very few surprises in that report.
Here's something to do: list.Canada's

problems out Joud (that's a few).
Then read in the newspaper, "...mean-
while the Spicer Commission is
listening to Inuit poetry." It has

received all the respect it merits.
BRENT MCKEE: To be honest with you,
I don’t think that the Spicer Com-
mission told us anything that we

presS:VRE from page 34

December.

You deserve to be eliminated.

Ger-Aus: Congrats!

didn't already know. It was an exer-
cise In “participatory democracy" 1
suppose, but I don't think it accom-
plished anything that an extensive
public opinion poll couldn’t have done.
BM: Yup, clearly the Spicer Commission
report was so far gone in the direc-
tion of "What a great country, Oh!
Let’'s save it!" that it was clear they
weren’t really listening +to anyone
they couldn’t convert +to their own
views. I think that notwithstanding
(there’'s that word again...) the con-
cern over having the constitution ham-
mered out in back rooms, it's time the
politcians did something on their own
without going out on a cross—country
Jjunket every time the Cabinet has an
idea.

Questions for next time:

1. Any comments on issues raised in
the editorial on page 87

2. Thomas vs. Hill: who'd you believe;
what did you think of the process
and/or the outcome?

3. Who should bear the blame for the
Braves losing the ‘91 World Series?

Maestra Address change update—-Pierre has moved, Claude i3 in Europe until mid-

; ~ The deadline is seven weeks away this time to compensate for the millions of
Christmas cards that will weigh down the lettercarriers.

Ger-Rug: If this game does not end this move I will support Austria into your centres.

Ger-Ita: Your fate & 2-way is in your partner's hands.

DEADLINE for Winter 1911/Spring 1912 {s Noon PST, Friday, January 3rd, 1992.
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{6M: Bruce M°Intyre, 6636 Dow Aves., $208, Burnaby BC, Canada VSH SC9, ph. 604/438-9735.

ENG: (F SPa(sc) R POR) (Boow?)

GER: A KIE-DEN, o s « F N S A K1e-Den, F Enc-MAD
'HB:EW._ 6Bo-S1P, -

AS: Rl H, F Abr-Ion. F TYS-WE, S AMuN, AMMS ABer, A FIN 5 A Mos-S1P,
; ABERS AMunN, APRUS A BER.-ALVA S A Mos-STP, A Tvr S A Hun, F MAO-Por. A BuL H,

' A Mos-S1P .
'ITA: F NAF-Tuw, F 6Ly S Aus F Tyr-WME, F SPa(sc) S Aus F MAO-Por, A MAR S F Sea(sc),
ENAO-Loy

( ANOTHER SMURF BITES THE DUST 1888 CC
Harsh words sent over Denmark dispute ofter Fall 1911
o
0
Ven |O
Bre [®
® Mar [0
® Par |©
@ Bel |®
® Bl |®
®| Den|®
® Gre |O
Y Hol |®
® (o)
) Por |®@!
O q
Ser |®
Spa |0
(6]
y, Tun|O

ENG: Gordon Argyle, #308-330 Michigan St., Victoria BC, Canada V8V 1R3

GER: Bob Acheson, 1510-10883 Saskatchewan Dr., Edmonton AB, Canada T6R 436

BUS: Marvin Baker, 121 Trent Dr., Taylors SC, USA 29687

AUS: Plerre Touchette, 74); Falardeau, Bull PQ, Canada J8X 3E2 (COA)

ITA: Claude Gautronm, 620 rue St. Jean-Baptiste, Winnipeg MB, Canada R2H OH2
(until 15 Dec) c/o Client Letter Service, American Express Voyages France S8.A.,
11 rue Scribe, F-75440 PARIS Cedex 09 FRANCE ]

FRA: Jacques Belanger, 9834 Mainguy, Ste-Foy PQ, Canada GLV 383

Fall 1911:

PIE-VE“A F ﬂi Hl
FRA: A PAR-BUR. A BRe H

RETREATS: GER: F WMe r (NAf, OTB)
RUS: A Den r (Swe, OTB)

Centers:

ENG: lost Por and Spa. No centres left.

GER: l::tb.l;-..dntmd Den. Kie, Edi, Lpl, lon, Bel, Hol, Den = 7, Build one if F WMe

s A

BUS: lost Den. Nwy, Swe = 2. Remove one unless A Den disbanded.

AUS: lost Gre, gained Ber, Por. HOME (3), Ber, Mun, Mos, StP, Sev, War, Ank, Bul, Por,
Rum, Ser = 14. Build one.

ITA: gained Gre and Spa. HOME (3), Con, Smy, s+ Gre, Spa, Tun = 9, Build two.

FRA: No change. Bre, Par = 2. No adjustments. :

Mofe- on Page 33
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"TWO WAY DRAW? THEM'S FIGHTIN WORDS!'_@
| Is Turkey’s 8th enou gh for survival? afler Spring 1906

40 |[blooper (pop to infield) EXCELSKOR
=

Nap |®
Rom|®
Ven |®

:

OMEE SR

-

JECIEEL ]

ENG: Paul Milewski, 4380 Eastwood Dr. #2101, Batavia OH, USA 45103

GER: Gordon Argyle, #308-330 Michigan St., Victoria BC, Canada VBV 1RS

TUR: Claude Gautron, 620 rue St. Jean-Baptiste, Winnipeg MB, Canada R2H OH2
(until 15 Dec) c/o Client Letter Service, American Express Voyages France 8.A.,
11 rue Scribe, F-75440 PARIS Cedex 09 FRANCE

FRA: Marvin Baker, 121 Trent Dr., Taylors SC, USA 29687

gynrhm 1906:
H ; 1
m: ' 0 A KIE'&M- A 'u. S A KIE‘RUNJ ’ - ) F M“Mﬂ

A-NeY , A Low H, A SER-TRI, A Bup 5 A SER-IRL i VIE ! i %ER-TR! G
TUR: FAASEEGSSERG&E' F CON-BLA, A BUL-SER, A Rum S A BuL-SEr, F ALB H, F GRE S F ALB,
FRA: A PAR-PIC, A MaR-BUR. F IToN S F ADR, A PIE-TYR, A VEN S A PIE-TvR, F ADR S A e ff f

s =3ER, = :“UL‘DIJM'FWSFI -E_EE:EL 1 .

: B 1
enters 3 3
ENG: 1: StP. y
GER: 14: HOME (3), Edi, Lon, War, Mos, Bud, Vie, Den, Hol, Nwy, Ser, Swe. ]
TUR: 7: HOME (3), Sev, Bul, Gre, Rum. 3
FRA: 12: HOME (3), Lpl, Nap, Rom, Ven, Tri, Bel, Por, Spa, Tun. i
PRESS:

Maesire The vote on the French/German 2-way draw was an even two-two split. After
Picking myself up off the floor (I think this is the first 100% turnout on a proposal vots
in XL history), I found the draw reproposed for next time. So let's see if we can make it !
;wo:fxaf; row. The deadline is extended one week to avold the Christmas slowdown at the §
08 ice,

DEADLINE for Spring 1906 is Noon, PST, Friday, January 3, 1992, ¥

prmte— e D B L Tl
W T S S S G G ) 65 A AW S N Y EE 5 F & a_aen
G, SEES G S G G G - S50 G (N I W S SN SN NN W SN R G G
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