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DipGab

I've good news and bad news for you, most of which is apparent already.
The bad news, In case you've not yet Eflgured 1t out, 1ls that this Ilssue
is guite late. It could have been out two weeks ago, bat I decided to
Just get the games out on flyer and walt for the beginmning of December,
when I'd have a paycheck big enough to get all the stuff I've got thls
time printed. So that's the good news: there's lots of stuff this time.
I£ I liked the idea of double issues, I'd call this one a double jissue,
but then I feel bad charging you one issue for this, as late as it \Iis,
so tEwo is right out of the guestion. 8o let's compromise and call 1t a
long-awaited double lssue for half-price, hokay? Apclogles all around
of course, sspecially to the players in the Dip games, who walted extra
time as the Christmas mall came in ponderously slowly. And the next
issue will come out early in January, probably with a six week deadline
to offset the predictable Canada Post backlog. I'd better mentlon that
the rest of DipGab was written when I was sStill under the Impression
that this issue would be out on time. That may explain the following
paragraph at least.

Well, aas I write this, 1t appears that ¢this will be a zrather short
issue, at least for the articles and gensearal writing from M<Bruce side
of things. 8o, for those of you hers for the gospel according to
M“Bruce, you have this stream-of-consclousness column, a couple of
reviews, though not of zZines--with as many zines as [ recelive, I'd not
want to have to reccommand one over tha other in print, so I domn't do
zine reviews: although I will point out things I've seen and enjoyed
Erom tEime Eo time. OCetting back to the literary (7) side of XL#9, there
is a rarity this time, which I hope makes of for the lack of narrative
this time: an article I've actually edited. Yes, the "Mascullne
Attribute™ pliece is not the usual in-class essay, this is actually a
prepacred work! I hope you enjoy lkt.

Golng further in the zine, I expect (remember that DipGab |Iis
written before decislions are made about what goes Iin and what doesn't)
there'll be some Polltalk material Iin here somewhere. I had a clear
message from your letters this month: stop letting The Feud into XL
(Strangely enough, more of the complaints were about Most Of The FPost
than last issue's cover.) I've got the message, and of course am sorrcy
if I'"ve offended. While I want to reserve my right to comment on Hobby
polities/controversy irf I deem it neccessary, ['"ll teylng to keep such
deeming to a minimum £rom now on. However, in the case of Pglltalk, I
think that 1t serves a wvaluable purpose, and LIs not a raging
controversy: rather, ilts purpose is meant more as= a fine tuning tool to
make the Runestone poll as good as possible. I =sea that Bruce has
addressed the two major points made by the Runestone poll detractors:
tslephone wvoting, and voter elligibility. As a matter of fact, I see a
lot of white space looming at the end of Bruce's bit, and I think I will
have responded there by tha tima this is mailad out. I hope there will
be more response; surely we can discuss this without turning XL into a
feudy rag, can't we?

On to other news. ...

Rlplomacy World survives! Yes, fans, Diplomacy World has survived,
and will continue on schedule, as most of us found out In pDW Jr., put
out by Larry Peery in his heroic, and successful effort to save D¥. I
myself will be going into overdrive after this zine 1Is out, with an
article or two for Kathy Byrne, who remains General Editor. But €for
Canadlans, there's an added plus: PW plans to have lnserts of regional
news, and Canada has been chosen as ona reglion. The only trouble is
that Canada 1Is larger in area thanm all the other reglions put together.
So, when Larry asked me to be Regional Bditor, I suggested appointing
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two co-editors, nomlnating J.C. Hodgins, who sent me the flrst letter of
concern about DW, and Alan Stewart, who I felt would be good £or the
Job. In any case, Larcry's appolnted J.C. and myself. I hope J.C. was
warned about this, becauvse I forgot to write either Alam or J.C. and
tell them of my nominatlions. (By the way, I didn"t nominate a publlisher
because I'm one, and I know how busy publishers are already. Yes Alan;
I know you"re a pablisher pow, bat I didn” & know when this was written,
hokay? What this implies, J.C., is that you better do most of the
work--nah, only kiddingl) Anyhow, the next issue of QOh Say Can You CDOT

will probably appear in the £irst DW of "'85. You can send J.C. or me
almost anything that you feel would be approprlate. After all, we're
supposed to bea editors, not creatorstlil

I was shocked out of bed today by the latest lasue of PgW, number
7, which literally 1lit up the room, making everything else look like it
was Iin BEW by comparison. POW'’ And you all thought that X[, covers were
bright......

The music excerpts are goilng teo run a bit dilfferent £from now
on--I'm giving ocut 10 free lssues to Ron (8pnafuyl) Brown, and 25(!1) to
Rosle Roberts. Ron pre-ampted Rosie from getting 35 issues by saying
the excerpts on pages 18, and page 2, as having "some silly name like
Pompous Circumstances or something.® Rosle correctly ldentifled Pomp &
Clrcumstance Il (pages 2 and 18), #4 (13 and 31), and Enigma WVacrlatlons
(pages 11, 14, and 30). She sven ldentlified my favorite wvariation, on
page 14 "the one where a dog falls into the river, trots ([you mean
swims, don't you?] along, climbs out and barks wvery loudly."™ And y'all
thought these classical £folks were serclus-likel By the way the
composer g Sir Edward Elgar, and that was the unanswered guestion on
the theme linking all the excerpts together. The unidentified excerpts
were on pages 5 and 10, both from Pomp & Clrcumstance #2. The new rule
this time is that excerpts get you two issues, not flve. There may be
as many as 15 excerpts this time (they're all written out, walting to go
into whatever white space I find myself with), so you can still make a
killing if you want to. And you can still phone and get them sung,
though with the polyphonic ones (more than one note at a tilme: harmony),
I just can't do them justice.

Does anyone mind 1f I convert sub balances to dollars and cents? I
think that might turn out to be easier for me. And I'm not sayimng that
because I"m planning te raise the prices: I'm not--1£ 1 di4a, 1I'4d
probably make sure everybody got the issues they'd pald €for no mattec
what the new price turned out to be.

My MNHL handicapplng pool didn't bring as much response as 1'd

CHRISTHMAS CHEER Part One
Miss Aberdeen MHolstein

69 Cash Avenue
Beaver Valley, Colorade

December 14, 1985.
Dearest John,

I went to the door today and the postman delivered a Partridge in a
Pear Tree. What a thoroughly delightful glEktl I couldn't have been
more surprised.

With deepest love and
affection,

Aberdeen
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though. I get the message, and it's scrapped. I'll have enough hockey
this winter anyhow. HNot only have I got a L1O0-pack ticket to Eten
Vancouver Canucks games, but I'm also Iin & rather unigue hockey pool.
The scoring system |3 two points for a goal, one for an assist, and 1
point for every 2 minutes spent Iin the penalty box!l The eight players
plt thelr teams agalnst each other in one-on-one matchups covering each
week's NHL gameas, creating a won-lost table instead of the usual
drafter-total table,. But that sceoring system 1ls crazy: Gretzky may not
even go in the first round! The draft is this saturday.

The Canucks are playing entertaining hockey this year, as opposed
teo last year when 1t was obvious that they were out of the playoffs by
Decamber. Does anyone out there know of any pro sports team that
charges different amounts for games agalinst weaker opposition? My idea
was to have a lottery for people llke me who buy 10 or 20-pack "season®™
tickets. Whoever buys the games that produce the most home wins would
get some lavish prize. The theory, of course, ls that pecple would come
cut and buy packages with lots of weak teams in [t, imn an attempt to win
the blg prize. Maybe I'll suggest 1t for next year. But I don't think
I'd participate.

On: Canada's World Cup efforts, I've seen two references to It 1in
the zines of two other scoccer fans. Sceott Hanson in
wants me to bet the maximum amount on Canada in his World Cup soccer
pool. Fine, Scott, on one condition: that after [ lose, we have a
private bet for double or nothing that Canada will last longer than the
U.8:. in the playdowns Eor the 7520 World Cup. Then there's Derak Caws,
who writes in War and Peace the following about the soccer article £rom
last lssue: "...three pages on Canada's latest progress to the World Cup
Finals In Mexico next year. England are there too, after beatlng little
Turkey 5-0, so let's hopa wa draw Canada In the [Elrst round] GCGroup
matches to give us an automatic two point start.™ Well, Derek, what
would you estimate the odds of Canada getting a point should we play
England in the flrst round? Your adjective "antomatic"™ would iIindicate
100+ to one, but I'm willing to accept 10-1 if Canada should be drawn
with England. If not, you name any team in our group, and I'"ll accept
the bet (uh, provided it's not for tooc much...) And who says I'm not
patriotic??

I've accepted a trade with Simon Billeness, who will be turning The
Zine Register into a qurterly =zine, and starting a Zilne Bank Eor
nevices. Editors: send all pertinent material (preferably on the widely
g;;z;thutad circular note) to him at 61A Park Ave., Albany HNY, USA

Lots of people commented on my plug of the fake DW, most of them
negatively. "What plug?™ I wondered to myself Eor awhlle, then I
remembered what Bruce Linsey's Hobbvyitalk had contalined. Want my
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opinion? I think it was really good....and really bad. But I think It
was more, much more "really good™ then "really bad®™. The timing, comling
as It did as Larry Peery was on his knees pleading with the hebby ¢to
save DW, was "really bad", but Bruce and Larry apparently made thelr
mailings roughly simultansously, so how can you fault Bruce €for that?
Many of the "shots"™ at DH's current editor were not nice, but most of
the articles I read were gqulte good. But the polnt Is that I didn't
know, other than my article, what the fake would contain. Had I known
what it would look like, though, I'd still have left the DW§#40 paragraph
im. What should T have done? Write in blg block letters a disclaimer?
The paragraph was not controversial: Lt mentioned Mark Berch's Shep Rose
article (which did appear in DW#40, and which I thought was good) and
that was about it. I know that I seem to be missing the polnt hers,
that I alded Bruce in advertising his DV fake. Well since when is that
a crime?

Last Sunday I watched the Seahawks beat the Ralders 33-3, and ¢the
best part was the out-of-town updates. I'm referring to William "The
Refrigerator™ Perry, the 300+ pound defensive player for the Chicago
Bears who last week apparently decided to try ocut the offensive side of
things. Perhaps the NFL should have a limit on how many pounds can be
in motion before the ball is snapped, bacause the sight of Th Fridge Iin
motion is enough to get me hysterical with laughter, and that's not even
including him treotting lnte the end zone wide open (Who'd want to cover
him? Who could?), catching a TD pass, and doing a dancel I watched the
highlights as many times as I could, and was reduced to tearful hysteria
each time. So, next week, I'm watching the Bears game--and don't glve
me this reglonal garbage: the man could double the ratings wlithout awven
carrying the ball.

A local station has come up with an idea that could seriously

hamper my efforts to get X[ out on time. No, that waswm't the whols
reason. They show Star Trek reruns at 1:30 AM on weeknights. I £in

I'm watching with a less serious alr than I used to. After you've seen
them all five times, you begin to be able to tell what's going ¢to
happen. For axample, whenever six beam down, and two of them are
wearing red and don't have any lines in the transporter room scene&, Yyou
kpow that they're going to die. Simllarly, you know Bones will €ind
that antidote by 2:15. You krnow that Spock will save Kirk's ass. You
know that any reasonably attractive woman will Instantly Eall in love
with Kirk--or once did. But there are always surprises. I love to £ind
examples of things that are really Jusdb. Two examples. Flrst ona: In
tonight's epilsode, Kirk was in Sickbay unexpectedly after leaving the
bridge. There was no possible way £for the bridge crew to knew that he
had gone there. That whistling sound that indicates the communicator's
desire to speak occured. Kirk answered, and, miraculously, it was for
him! Dumb, dumb, dumb. They could at least have had Sulu say "Captaln,
we 've been looking all over for you", or something. Example number two:
Kirk and Spock are being held in separate cells on sSome planet. The
cells face each other perpendicularly, so they cannot see all of the
other's cell. Kirk has been placed in the cell with a wviolent allen,
and as always, has talked him Inte E£rilendship. They &try to escape
through a loose bar in the window, and finally ¢tear 1t loose. Kirk
reports to Spock, leaving the heavy metal bar with the previously
violent allen. Yes, that's pretty dumb, but walt--1t gets better.
Predictably, the alien whacks Kirk over the head, and escapes while Kirk
is unconscious on the floor, out of Spock's view. Spock's brilliamtly,
lncredlbly Jumt lines (especially for a Vulcan!) are: "Captaln."® Long
pause . "Captain?" Another pause, then (Jumb, Jumb, Jumbd) "Captain, are
you able to respond?™ Brillianmnt. What's Kirk going te do? Say no?
That's responding. Say yea? Then why didn't he In the £flrst place?

Dumb, dumb, dumb.
Page 6
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Let me tell you, lt's not at all like me to bore my readers with a recap
of the month's health problemas. But I think you'll agree that they are
at least rather peculiar. However, those of you who nesded a barf bag
to stomach Steve Knight's story about cutting off his thumb, may deem 1t
neccessary to go on to the next article.

The bad luck started |mmedlately upon my return Erom Polint Roberts.
I should say someathing further about The Point beforehand. The reasons
it is so popular with Canadians are a) alcohol (read: bar drinks) are
much cheaper in the great state of Washington, and b) BC's X-rated
movies are, from what ['ve heard, heavily censored, and stand no
comparison to what apparently goes on on screens in Pt. Roberts. It 1is
this last that I'm concerned with. ©On the 45 minute trip to the Polnt
(actually we get off the bus in Tsawassen BC), I've made 1t a hablt to
look in the newspaper ads for the movie that is playling this week.
Since this is the only real information we northerners get about Pt.
Roberta, It does make a (reasonably) innocent fellow like myself rather
reluctant tec make the trip. The reallity is that the Point Is guite
peaceful. We've not seen most of 1t, but the corner of Tyee and Culf,
with 1its post office, hardware store, £fish 'n chips place, and
grocekterla, ls very peaceful. The two places -- The Breakers pub, and
the X-rated movie theatre -- for which The Polnt i= infamous are =o E£ar
along Gulf Road that you can't see them for the trees. But one wonders,
coming into contact with so many people who live im a region whose very
economy depends on fun-loving Canadians filling their Canadlian gourds
with American booze, and opening their Canadian eyes with American
no-hoelds-barred pornography. I mean, walking through thelr super-
markets, you'd not think of it (until you =saw -- shocking -- that
Amer ican wine for sale In a supersarket) hardly at all, unless it
deliberately occurred to you. It didn't deliberately occur to me until
two days later.

But I dilgressl Let me tell you the story. We went to Pt. Roberts
and malled, and shopped (bought a big jug of Cherry Coke, and a lot of
red Crystal Light), and then headed back. Han went home; I went to
work. By eight o'clock I had a dull headache. By nine I had Ewo
heaters within £ive feet, I was still shivering, and I couldn't read my
own handwriting. I was about to call Nan for help, when she walked 1Iin,
on her way home from the Etrip to the laundromat. I called In some
tellef, and was driven home feeling wvery cold and feeble. After a
much-needed rest of about an hour, I had some chicken scup; then blacked
out until the next morning. For some reason, I had acgulred, to go with
the headache, a dull pain just bslow my navel. I attributed it all to
the Elu, and got up rather palnfully. After explaining %o Nancy that
there was no phaughcking way I was going to lie in bed for more than
twelve hours at any one time, I watched some game shows, read some mall,

CHRISTMAS CHEER Paxt Two

Miss Aberdeen MHolstein
69 Cash Avenue
Beaver Valley, Colorado

December 15, 1985.

Dearest John,

Today the postman brought your very sweet glft. Just Iimagine -—-
Two Turtle Doves! I'm delighted at your very thoughtful gift. They are
just adorable. You big silly, what next?

All my love,

P,qq( 7 Aberdeen.
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had some more chicken soup, then had a nap as dessert. A big dinnerx
made me feel much better, and I felt I was at that certailn polnt where
one good shower would kill the remaining germs. And it was there that I
thought again of The Point, and why Canadlans go there. MNot to mention |
the diseases you might possibly pick up as a result.

Nancy described it later, in a letter to her parents, as a problem
with my "mascullne attribute™. Apparently, she uses blg words only when
neccessary. The problem was a swelling which was wvery alarming, and
(fortunately) guite painless. I got out of the shower, and £felt as
though the flu was gone. But what the heil had 1 plcked up?

NMow let me explain about my doctor. Dr. 8. and I have not met
often over the years, as I have been lucky enocugh, since adolescence,
never to have broken a bone, acguired a particularly brutal disease, or
reguired surgery to close any wounds. Therefore, the few times 1'wve
seen Dr. S., whe is reasonably young, and very energetic as decteors go
(one gets the impression that he can't find a foursome for golf that
would present snough of a challenge ), his first comment Ils always the
same: "How've ya been these last few ysars?"™ This 1is Inevitably
followed by the varlatiom on "My how you'wve grown.® Then we get down to
business, I tell him what's wrong, and he sends ma to someone ealse.
Usually, my very preseance In the office requires some speciallst orx
other: I've seen foot doctors, eye doctors, and allergists (many
allergists), but seldom have been treated by the good Dr. S. himself.
When I go to the doctor, I have a problems,

But I have overshot myself once more, and gone on far, Ear ahead of
where I wanted to be in the chronoleoglical order of thingas. What I must
mentlon is that making an appointment is a tercribly personal thing when
you have an embarrassing problem. I mean, when they ask what the
problem is, just what am I supposed to say? A simple "My dong is rather
larger than 1t should be™ socunds more llke an obscene phone call, while
any attempt at using the word peris in the telephonic presence of a
woman I don't know makes the next few words come ont wvery reluctantly,
I1f at all. Finally, after prolonged and unsuccessful thought, I asked
Nancy to make the appointment for me. 8he told the nurse I had a
problem with my "lower stomach.®” (If I had two stomachs, [I'd have a
problem indeedl!) It was contrived and inaccurate, but it seemed to get
the job done.

So let me set the scene for you. Here I am, sitting in the waiting
room with Han by my slde, walting Eor my name to be called so I can go
in and dangle my dongle in front of Dr. 8., and then learn what terrible
disease I"ve contacted,; along with the effects it will have on my
recently-revived sex life, not to mention my abllity to father children
(We must, after all, think about the future, mustn't wa?). I feal
embarrassed. I feel ashamed. And I've hardly even sat down before my
name Is called, not quiesry by the nurse, but LOUDLY by De. 8. himself.
As though I was a regular patiemkt, 1in so that the latest hole could be
patched up! I gave Nan the computer magazine I'd bought on the way, and
want in, following the good doctor, who told me ha'd be right there. He
wasn't. Not right away anyhow. I'd rather have walted out In the
walting room with »y magazine than be Eforced to read dog-eared coples of
Time dealing with the release of the hostages in Iran. Not only that,
the emptyness started to get to ma. WNe’ll put you In & private roows,
Mr. MIntyre, so you can worry yourself to death alone.” Just what was
taking Dr. 8. so damn long? Probably searching his Elles for a clue to
what's wrong with my "lower stomach™. WVhatever that ls.

The door opens. "How've ya been in the last few years?™

"Fine." The whole truth. Nothing but the truth. 8Start £from the

beginning.
"8o0, what can I do for ya?"
The whole truth. Nothing but the truth. Try to remain calm.

Page
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"Well, two days ago I came down with a sort of blitzkreig €£lu bug,
and—-"

"Hmmm, let's see. Breathe in. Breathe out. Open up. Yeah, looks
i1ike a £lu bug.™

"Yes, well, as I say, it just hit me two nights ago at wcrk--"

S0 now you need a note for work, eh? MNo problem, Just gimme a

sec."

fWell, actually, that's not the problem. The problem Is some
unexplalined, uh, penie aweliting."

Didn"t even shock him. Not even for a split second d4id he hes-
itate. "Wall let's have a look,"™ he said. "Holy crow, hope we don't
have to amputate.™

This is rot¢ the thing to say when someone is unzlpping his E£ly very
carefully. Luckily, I managed to aveid being fatally caught in my own
zipper, but what with all the shock, it was a close thing. "I sure hope
net," I said stupldly.

Now ha's probing. "Does 1t hurt any?"

"MNo, not, uh, where it's swalled up. But up in here there's been a
dull pain for a few days."

"poes this hurt? How 'bout this? This? What about right here?"
Christ. "Yes." Pleas= stop. -

"This just appeared last night?”

"Well, that was the first time I noticed the swelllng. That pailn
has bean there since Wednesday night."

"Hmmm,™ he sald, washing his hands guickly. "We're going to send
you downstalirs to Dr. Woo. He'll tell you what's wrong."”

Drying his hands, a thought occurred. Even with his back turned, I
could see it ocecur. "You didn't have any trouble with an erection or
anything, huh?®

"I didn't think it would be particularly wise to trxy."
Understatemant of the year. I made Nan sleep far away so that I
wouldn't even think about sex. {(This didn't work. Try |it. Say to
yourself, I'm not golng to think about sex for the next 30 seconds.
Good luck.)}

"Oh." Paper towel hook shot into the can. "You get dressed, I'll
make the appeintment and be right back."™ !
And I'm in the room alone again. And, of course Dr. 8. tock his
own sweet time to make the appolintment. How long does he think It takes
for me to pull up my pants? Then 1t occurred to me that not only was
news of my affliction going to be Eurther spread, but I was going to
have to show my embarrassing abberration to another doctor, one
completely unfamiliar to me. You scoff, I know: but remember that I go
te the doctor so seldom that this is a big deal. A blg embarrassment,
toc be more accurate.

Dr. Young-Chi Woo is a ureclogist. His Bnglish is faultle=ss, with

CHRISTHAS CHEER Part Thres

Miss Aberdeen M Holstein
69 Cash Avanus
Beaver Valley, Colorado

December 16, 1985.

Dear John,

Ohl Aren't you the extravagant onel Now I really must protest. I
don't deserve such generosity -- Three French Hens. They are Just
darling, but I must insist, you've been too klnd.

Love .,

Pade 9 oo
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the small exception of a consplcuous Orisantal accent. He too has a
greeting he uses on all his patients; it goes like this: "Howa yu?" He
loocked at me for f£lve minutes, then explained that he could not see any
cause other than a simple infection. He jogged my memory -- had I
injured mysalf in any way, in that reglion. (I hadn't.) Then he asked
me to have a blood sample and a urine sample in the lab across the hall,
so off I went.

It occurred to me that I'd never had either a blood test or a urine
test, and that I had no idea as to the procedures involved. Net only
that, I had the awful but certain feelling that I had no urine to glve at
that time. Oh well, I thought after a brlef dlalogue with the lab
nurse, and went into the bathroom to try.

Ah, thought I as I entered,; instructions. I read down as far as
the word vualva and stopped. Then I noticed that the Iinstruction sheet
was hanglng from a string, and bound in plastic. I tucned it over, and
on the other side was -- ah, yes, this Joes sound rather more familliar.
Somehow (perhaps it was the sight of the tollet, perhaps 1t was the
effect of gravity) I had enmnough urine In stock to allow the £irast ounce
to go iInto the bowl, as the rules directed. Indeed, the lnventory lavel
very nearly exceeded the volume of the cup, which would have caused an
awful mess. Filnally I brought out my disgustingly warm sample cup, and,
completely forgetting the "Please leave samples here™ table, proudly
Eried to hand lt tEo the nurse, who didn't want 1t as much as I didn'k.
As a matter of fact, she repald me with a vengeful blood theft only
minutes later. Then I went home. [ 4did not feel better. I was glven
no prescription. I was told of no disease; Dr. Woo wanted to see me iIn
a week, at which time he would teall me of the new and wonderfully-fatal
disease I had, and the tragic effects It would have on the little time I
had left.

A week later. "Howa yu?"™ Fine, 8Swelling's down, sex life back to
normal. What's the verdict? ™Yu haf nothing to wully about, missa
M=Intyre. I berieve it ilss small infection, nothing worse.

It only took a few days before the third affliction of the month
stuck. Shaking out a blanket after a shower, I managed to take a
ceiling light cover down, breaking 1t into a few hundred pleces. 1
picked the larger ones up, then noticed I was bleeding......

Hissed me by that much.

| 2.
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CHRISTHMAS CHEER Part Four

Miss Aberdeen MHolatein

69 Cash Avenus
Beaver Valley, Colorado

Dacember 17, 1985.
Dear John,

Today the postman delivered Four Calling Birds. Now really,
they're beautiful but den't you think anough is enough? ¥ou're beling
too romantic.

Affectionately,

PAC.E 10 Aberdeen
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WHO KILLED MITCH WAGELER?Y

excelgsionr

Postal Clue Begins .

This is the first episode In XL'"s first game of Postal Clue. I1f you are
one of the six in the game (by ths way, the other two mentioned
below--not counting Steve Cooley--alsec sent ln requests to jolin the Efun,
but were too late to be included), these are your cards:

] F] =

The Excelslor amusement park lies= on the back side of Burnaby
HMountalin, overlooking the Barnet Highway which is about the only way you
can get to lt, and that's only a start. It's highlight is the Historwy
2f Dip rilde, better known as "The Gospel according to M Bruce." = is
here where the story beginas:

Mitch Wageler surveyed the eight laughing tourists sgueezing Iinto
the car. "Sorry, folks,"™ he sald. "Only six at once In the car.”

"But there's room for nine,"™ exclaimed the man near the back with
the soccer boots.

"No, the regulations say three in sach row, and onsa--the driver:
me-=in the front."™

The one with the British accent exited, along with one of the men.
“"We'll go and find the nearest pub,”™ sald the English one, wvhose name,
it turned out, was Malcolm Smith. ™"Coma on Steve; we']ll messt them when
they get back.” There were now five men Iin the car and they all seemed
to be jumping over each other to give Steve a place, until he said
"Don't worry about it: take my wife, pleasel"

This settled the score, and as= Mitch started to drive the car, he
overheard enough conversation to make out the names of all six. There
was Conrad Hinshall from Texas in the first seat, Ron Krukowskl from
Chicage In the second seat, and completing the flrst row was Indiana's
Steve Dycus. The second row contained the woman, whose name he hadn't
yet determined yet, the man with the soccer boots from Kalamazoo, whose
name was Bill Becker, and another Texan, James Early. Then he heard the
womans name: Janet Cooley. He thought he'd heard that name before, but
dismissed the thought as the car approached the new part of the ride,
the Postal Clue segment.

"This section is a new section of the ride,"™ sald HMitch, mstill
mostly under construction. We're all wondering how this will all work,
and I think you're going to be tha first ones through 1t. On your left
you can see the varlous rooms: there's the Dining Room, and there's the
Kltchen, for example, and here's some of the murder weapons, the
Candlestick there, and over to your rlght, the Wrench. We can take a
walking tour of this part 1f you want.™ There was a resounding chorus
of yesses to that, aso Mitch stopped the car and got out. And it was
Just coming back to the car that he reallized that the man left outside,
Janet Cooley's wife, was Steve Cooley, his avowed enemy In BEETHOVEN.
Unfortunately, that was hils last thought, because the lilghts then went
out, and when they came back on again, Mitch had dissappeared.

"What the hell happened?™ sald Conrad.

"Where's our tour guide?" whispered Janet.

The voice came from nowhere and everywhere at once. "He 1Is dead:
killed by one of you——in one of these rooms--with one of the weapons."™

S8ix psople all thought the sams thought: "Such a wimpy wvoice. It
has te be MBruce.™

[Conrad's first suggestion, and the rest's preference list of cards
to show, are due by next time. )

Page 11 =
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REVIEWS!

Ne, not zine reviews: but just about anthing else. If you like to cread
negative rewviews of things you won't f£ind them here, as I don't feel
there's any constructive use of such negative advice. What I will do
here, however, is tell you of music, cinema, and literature ['ve been
impressed with recently.

The music I'm going to recommend to you is not really a musical
plece, It is rather a collection of records -- or, to be more accurate,
a collection of long-playing cassettes, They do not come in disk €£orm,
and when I tell you that the series goes under the tltle of Walkesan
Classics you'll understand why. You'll £ind these tapes 1ln your record
store, under similar covers: white with a red, yellow and green logo.
By far the best part is the promotional material, a poster listing the
tapes avallable on one side and a beautifully-done portralt of one Mr.
Mozart complete with stereoc headphones.

Musically, there is double-barrelled good news. Fizrst, the guality
is excellent. All the recordings are “previously released material™,
but the company which released them previously is Deatsche Grammophan,
the cream of the classical crop. Each tape Is between 80 and 95
minutes, and none of the eleven I now own have ever caused me Etrouble
although they are treated as common slaves in my Walkman, instead of
getting the royal treatmant they should inside my more stationary stereo
system. If you're ILnterested In a way to introduce yourself to
so-called "classical™ music, this is it. The range of tapes cover much
of what musical snobs term The Repertolre; the actual recordings, while
not always definitives (like, Eor axample ; the twenty-yesar-old
Karajan/BPO recordings of Beethoven's symphonies - although I
understand that Karajam has recently rerecorded them for guadrophonic
sound), are nevertheless first-rate. And the price is very cheap: 1I'd
estimate about $5.00 per tape, compared with the wusual §12-15 dollars
for a much shorter classical LP, I give Lt a "10", and will be glad to
increase this to 11 should they fcollow up with a similar portrait of
Beesthoven.

I don't often go to movies, but of course this is unavoidable when
you have someone to go with. 3till, I hadn't been to a show In a few
menths when I saw After Hours with HNan 10 days ago. I've always liked
the kind of comedy that makes you thinmk about it on your way home, and
often well into next week. PBelng There and Neighbours were two films I
remember that dld that to me; perhaps lt's the way the herc of these
‘ movies s satired until nobody's really sure he's a hero anymore that
appeals to me. But there's also a kind of slapastick mood that makes you
believe in the same hero no matter what happens.

In any case After Houars appealed to me because it had a sense of
balapce ['d not seen before in a £1ilm. It seemed 1ln retrospect (again,
the thinking about it omn the way home) that every scene in that film had
an egqual and opposite scene somewhere else, like a long mathematical
egquation with twenty-flve levels of brackets not closed with thelr
corresponding right-brackets untll the last moment. The outer—most of
these sets of brackets is represented in the film by the hero leaving
the offlce building where he works, while guards behind him shut the
massive gold gates (left-bracket), and later In the penultimate theme,
the hero returns to the same masslve gold gates, which are being opened
for him by the same two guards (right-bracket). It 1s in between the
brackets that all hell breaks loose, in a plot that I cannot possibly
explain here, although it ls well-woven, and definitely worth seelng.
The photography contributes to the ai~ of the fllm, and the film never
succeeds in getting as serious as this review of it, though i1t succeeds

at any level. 10. o . PAC"E 12




exeelsiop RlﬁNm?.caglnued

I actually bought a copy of the Efourth book In the Hitch-Hiker's
Fuide trilogyl Hard cover! Really! And having forked out $816.95 £for
it, I suppose I'm expected to do a review stating how much of a waste of
money it was.

Well, it was, but that doesn't mean that the actual book wasn't
good .

The book has ilt's moments, but there are also parts you read wvery
guickly and then forget. It starts with the triumphant return of Arthur
Dent te -- Earth.

Yes, EBarth. For it appears Earth was never destroyed by the Vogons
and their hideous yellow ships. Or, at lesast, somebody put it back
together again. Within chapters Arthur has met that girl who "one,
Thursday, nearly 2,000 years after one man had been nalled to a tree for
saylng how great 1t would be to be nice to people £for a change, -
suddenly realized what it was that had been goling wrong all this time,
and £inally knew how the world could be made a good and happy place.”
And, starting In Chapter 25 (a little past halfway through), we learn
rather more about Arthur Dent thenm we could possibly have hoped £for In |
the first three books. It bagins "Those who are regular followers of
the doings of Arthur Dent may have recelved an Iimpresslion of his
character and habits which, while it includes the truth and, of course,
nothing but the truth, falls somewhat short, In its composition, of the
whole truth in all its glorious aspects™ and ends with thesa rather
remarkable paragraphs:

" 'This Arthur Dent,' comes the cry from the Efurthest reaches of the
galaxy, and has even now been found inscribed on a mysterious deep space
probe thought to originate from anmn allen galaxy at a dlstance too
hideous to contemplate, ‘what is he, man or mouse? Is he Iinterested in
nothing more than tea and the wider issues of l1ife? Has he mno spirlt?
has he no passion? Does he not, to put it in a nutshell, fuck?'

"Those who wish to know should read on. Others may wish to skip on
to the last chapter which iIs a good bit and has Marvin in 1t."

Three and a half pages later, Arthur Dent makes it Im the close
proximity of a Boeing 747 at crulse altitude.

In the last chapter, Marvin expires after having needed help in
piecing together God's PFilnal Massage to His Creation printed In
thirty-foot high letters of fire. I could tell you what it is, but I
wan't. What I will tell you 1s that the book receives a mark between 6
and 7 egual to the sguare root of, naturally, 42.
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Miss Aberdeen MHolstein
69 Cash Avenue
Beaver Valley, Colorado

December 18, 1985.
Deacrest John,
What a surprisel! Today the postman delivered Five GColden Rings;
one for s=ach finger. You're Jjust impossible, but I love |(t. Frankly,
all those birds squawking were beginning to get on my nerves.

Page 13

All my love,

Aberdeen.
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Poker Forum 2

I've received four submissions to the poker column in the last two
months, and while this is not too much, I don't suppose ['11 get muach
more 1lf I don't print and comment, so here goesl

The comments I received Efrom Bill Becker were potentially
interesting 1f one could get the players to stop laughing. His game of
Indian, or Ace On The Face goes llka this: "The ante hera is 25 cents
(in the first hamd). You are dealt one card, you do mnot look at 1IEt,
Instead you place It on your Eorehead so sveryona else can see lE. On a
signal from the dealer, averyone must decide at the sams time to stay or
drop- High card takes the pot. Losers who stayed ante 31 in the next
pot; everyone else, $.25. Keep playing until no one challenges. Looks
even Eunnlier 1f you put two cards on your Eforehead.™

Seemas to me any comment about this game must assuma that all the
players are bayond the hysterical stage. This may be a problem: how |
many times does 1t take beafore the game is viewed as one of strategy and
not one to laugh at? Then there's tha usual problem with all Guts-type
games: just as you've settled im for a long round, nobody challenges 1n
the first hand, and the game's over. Assuming we can get past all that,
though, ilt's guite a different game. Instead of tha usual strategles
involving the "reading of othars", you see immedlately what they've got,
but not what you have. I don"t llke the simultanecous declaration: I
think lt'd be better with the usual clockwise round of betting. This,
it would seem makes bluffing possible, but more of a sulcidal wventure
than usual. If you see from left to right A-2-5=4-T7, you might Etry It
to get the guy with the ace out, but I'd bet that shrewd players would
see through that, and get out gulick 1lf they saw you with a face cazrd ot
higher. More often you®'ll see two high cards out there, and your
strategy would be rather difficult to determina. Haybe an Iimprovement
would be to deal one or two cards down and one the forehead (but then 1t
gets even funnlerl), so that you could get some information on what sort
of hand you have.

Next up is Dave Carter: "I used to play poker regular when I was In
my early 20's but now I have gone on to better thimgas. Ar work there Iis
a game during lunch amd I'll sit In when the number of players dzrops
below Eive, just to bring up the numbers. We use three ralses, 5 cents
a raise except on the last card which is a dollar. You pay an axtra
dime for an open palir and then you can bet a dime. The most anyone has
won In one sitting was $30 but usually wins/losses are less than #10.
Some of the games have lncrement bettling eg. 8772 palr is a high-low
game with 5 down in the hand and 3 cards in the middle. Batting is 5
cents before any card is seen, 10 after the Eirst card and than 15, 20.
Stlll only three ralises though. After all three cards are seen, you
need at least two pairs or at most am 87."

I sure hope I'"11 get a chance to see what "batter things™ you'wve
gone on to when I vislt Toromto en route to Montreal and MaryCon next
year, Davel I always object to paylng for good hands, like the above
mention to paying a dime for an open palr. It seems to ma that since
everyone has an segual chance at getting one, the dime Iis both trivial
and unneccessary, but what I really don't 1llke Ils the principle
involved. Poker handicapping, bleah! You mlght want to see Eteve
Langley's proposal below for a suggestlon for low-stakes Poker. aT/2
| palr sounds like our Flery Cross without the cross. Try dealing out the

gro--, and turming up two cards at a tElme, saving the centre card E£or
ast.

Mike Barno writes the following account of the HMadCon poker games:
"MadCon had a lot of Poker last year, but none this time around, losing
out to euchre and, I bellieve bridge, naelther of which I play. I assume
you'wve heard of "pass the trash™ games, usually €£filve-card draw wlth
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everyone simultaneocously passing one card to the player on thelr legt.”

I love passing games. We ocften play something called Hoky Pokey in
which you get seven cards, and pass two to the left, amd one to the
eight. Then you toss two cards into the middle and i1t's Roll Your Own
(Five Card Stud with tha players cholce as to what comes up first).
Another one I've devised is called Second Best. Everyone (no more than
5) gets ten cards, and pass two to the left and two to the right. Then
you make two hands out of them, and turm them up one card at a time.
But the best hand of the two does pgt count, the second best s your
actual handl !

One of the best Poker varlants I've heazxrd of In a long time comes
from Steve Langley: ['l11l let him explain it and comment upon Lt:

"A couple months ago you wrote anm article on Poker. I don't have
any speclfliec varlants for you--you listed all the games ['ve ever played
and then some. I do have a game for you though. It is a sort of
mata-gams. We called 1t “"Poor-Boy Poker."® Essentially, you play
whatever gamess you chooss to play but the stakes ars changed. Assign
arbitrary value to your chips for relative betting as you choose. Keep
track of the bank as you issue stacks of chips. At any point, anyone
can call for more chips from the bank. Keesp a good record. Elither set
a fixed time limit or be good friends. I prefer the former.

"When the time limit Is up, you settle up. I did forget to mention
that you set a limit on what can be loat. We played for 50 cents one |
night. That is, maximum loss was 50 cents. You count up your chips and
measure agalinst the bank records. The blg loser alway=s los=es the
maximum amount. The other losers lossas are pro-rated to the maximum,
as are wins. Now this may sound like a lot of work £or wvery little
galn--a limited loss, but 1t ls actually a wvery stimulating game or
meta-games .

"gsuppose A, B, and C are playing and C is -100, B is -10, and A 1id
+110. [IT'l]l explain just a bit here: Lf the games weres concluded nmow, C
would be down 50 cents, B would lose 5 cents, and A would win 55 cents.]
At thils point, A's goal ls to Jloss 90 units toe C without changing B's
holdings. That would leave A at +20, with both B and C -10; A wins
Ewice the set amount. We often found ourselves in a =small loss
situation, ganging up on the big loser while the winner tried to ball
him out.

"It takes a couple of evenings to get everyone to understand the
strategy, but then it becomes a very challenging meta-gams."™

I see a multitude of advantages Iin all this. The greatest of these
is that you can play a fun game of Poker wlithout any chance of anyone
leaving in debt, by setting a maximum loas that everyone can handle.
Another advantage is that you could play a round of this, settle up, and
then stact another one 1f the players l1iked 1t enough te continue.
Another sxcellent use for it would be 1f you have a few newcomers who
aren't yet used to the houserules and Poker-variants commonly played 1n
your game: play am hour of this, and then start the real game. Thanks
for a great suggestion, Stevel
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POLLTALK! by brux linsey

.+»+in which hobbylsts can read what's in store for their Runestone Poll
in "86!1

First off, I have an important announcement. Pat Conlon has Infor-
med me that he'll not be able tEo repeat as my assistant next year, so
the positlion is open -- wrlte me lf you're interested. Ideally, my as-
sistant Iin running the Poll should bef a non-GMling non-publisher who |Is
willing to do a bit of hard work next June and July. S8/he must be
somesone with good mathematical skills, and able to keep ballots In
strict confidence. Someone who ls as ilnterested as I am In making the
'"86 Runestone Poll even more successful tham the "85 model. Any wvolun-
teers?

As far as changes to the Poll's procedure are concerned, I have
only decided definltely on one change so Efar, and that pectalins ¢to
awards in the subzine category. Starting next year, the Gary L.
Coughlan Award will pgt be awarded to subzines, and the score requlired
for an honorable mention inmn that category will be ralsed to 7.500
instead of T7.000.

Several potential changes have been proposed to me. Fred Davlis
suggests that zines which have folded prior to February of the year of
the poll should not be eligible. This is a falirly major change. It
seems to me that there might be a practical problem: I'm not always

aware of whether a glven zine has £folded (in £fackt, in the case of
certaln irregular publicationa, sometimes no gpe knowsl). So 1I'd 1like
further input, but at present I'm leaning towards keeping the current
policy of anything-published-in-the-past-year ls elligible. {I"1ll proba-
bly have some hard-and-fast declisions, based on comments recelwved, by
HNew Years.)

Next guestion: should I continue to allow (and even solicit) votes
over the phone? My own feeling is that this can only help ilncrease the
turnout (I even had a few people tell me this year that they were glad I
called because they just hadn't gotten around to sending Iim thelir bal-
lots), so I'm leaning toward keeping the policy. But some responsible
hobbyists, such as Fred Davis and Alan Stewart, have writtemn In
disagreement. I'm not sure why ballots should have to be sent any more
that a GM must requlire orders to be sent 1ln -- it sesms to me that IE
Joe Blow thinks Eurcopa Express in worth a "9*, then the medium by which
he tells me this doesn't make any difference. Steve Hutton has polnted
out to me that there's always a risk factor In accepting phoned wvotes,
but there are ways to deal with that problem without absoclutely
disallowing them. To me, a more persuasive argument is that the
Runestone Poll must take every precaution (especlally these days,
slgh...) of not only belng impeccably run, but lggklng lnpeccably run as
well. A related guestion is whether I should accept wrltten ballots
gliven to me in person at cons -- HummusCon and MaryCon were worth 17
votes this year. I see aven less problem with that than with phoned
votes.

Should I continue to list the wvoters? Agalin, I 1lilka the status
gquo; however, Chris Carriler feels that voters should be anonymous (or at
least be able to speclfy tha* they won't be listed). In "85, it was es-—
sentlial that I list the voters because 265 was an unheard of number;
some people would have tried to cast doubt on that figure. Having once
established that the Poll can produce such a turnout, it is leass essen-
tial to worry about this in the future. Still, I think many people find
the wvoter 1list Interesting, anmnd I'm leaning toward keeping it.

Thoughts?
Melinda Holley has suggested that I scrap the preference matrix and
modifled mean, and just "count and publish the total of wvotes™. Agaln

I'"'m open to Further ilnput, but 1t seems toc me that this sScoring system
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POLLTALK continuesd

would give an undue advantage to high-circulation zlnes -- a zine recei-
ving 50 "2"s would beat out one recelving 10 "9"s, which sort of demo-
lishes the whole polnt of the zero to the scale. Besides, what would
become of my 1000+ line COBOL program if we tall it "no more pref matrix
or modlEfied mean™71

Several people have criticized the pages and pages of preference
matrix materlal as beling boring, and I agree; but as polnted out in |

the purpose of this section 1as for reference, so I Elgure
we'll keep Lt. On the other hand, Chris Carrier wants me to extend the
pref matrix to include subzines and GMs. While this would be Interes-
ting for soma, I don't think that subzines and GMs recelve enough votes
per capita to make the figures terribly meaningful.

The awards and certlificates seemed to meet with universal approwval,
s0 I'1l]l see what I can do to keap that proceas alive. I've applied for |
funding through the PDO Auctlon te help cover my cests In printling the
cartificates.

Another criticism raised by Bob Olsen has been that a large number
of "burnouts, marglinal players, and unknowns® cast votes In 1985. My
own opinion is that all hobbylists should be allowed to vote, and so I
plan to keap the same criterlon for voting eligibility (that the voter
should have participated in the hobby during the polling period). To
restrict lt any further than that, it seems to me, would be too ellitist.
Agailn, though, your opinions are sollicilted.

The "85 Poll was successful enough to persuade at least two pre-—
viously uninterested publishers (Conrad wvon Metzke and Dave Kleiman) to
give 1t coverage in thelr zines, so I'm looking forward to even more pu-
bliclty next year, and hopefully another large woter turnout. Comments,
publlc or private, are welcome.

Thanks to Bruce McIntyre for giving space in XL to this important
toplie. And thanks to everyone who's been concernsd enough to submit
conatructive lnput so far.

Thanks Brux, I hope you don't mind if I make some comments on the
above . I'd rathar see the actual letters involved than just a recap of
what was said in such a report, bukt since I asked you to held it to a
few pages, I guess that was probably the reason the letters were cut.

I remeambar offering to act as assistant number two last year, but
i1f you think I'm going to do so now, you‘re dead wrongl Reason: no
timell Let this be a warning (even I1f oft repeated) teo would be
publishers: it's much easier at issue #1 then just a few months down the
road |

Folding zines should get their Final Judgement, so to speak, in the
Runestone Poll. But I'd be sure to caution the readers that folded
zines usvally do very well, or wvery poorly, the results generally
reeking of aither regret for thelr demise or vengeance for a "bad Eold"™.
I think perhaps changing the polling period gradually to
January-December might be better than the "flscal year"-type thing we
have now. Then the eligible period would be a simple matter £or those
who aren't sure If that excellant (or horrendous) lasue of Zine QXZ
occurred im the polling period or not.

I think you ought to accept phoned votes. For me this year, a
phoned vote would have been Ilnfinltely better, as I was seeing many more
zines at the end of the polling period than I was at the time I sent in
my ballot. (Perhaps this problem could be avoided im future by making
the polling periocod include the month following the eligible period.)
What I think you ought mot to do ls phone up people who have not wvoted.
It's gquite obvious why: unless you phone up everybody, there's certalin
to be a stink about just why Brux didn't want Mr XXX's vote, etc. 1E
¥You're willing to spend that kind of money on the poll, I think a
mass-mailing to those who'wve not got ballots in three weeks before the
deadline might be in order. (If you really want ke go all out, send
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SASE's: sending them to everyone would be falr, and get you probably as
many as you got by phone in '85.) To conclude my comments on the most |
controversial aspect of the "85 poll, I think you should allew votes by
phone: but only 1f pecple phone you.

' The voters list is OK by me, but pechaps you should think about
letting people go anonymous 1f they so wish (though of course thelr
names would hawve to appear on thelr ballots.) But 1f you do, I'd also
put In some data showing the results of the anonymous ballots
only--might be, as Arte JohnsSon sSays, Verrrrrrrrrrry Interestingl

I didn't £ind the preference matrix too boring, though of course I
didn't read it all (which reminds me of the story of the man whose
feeling about the telephone directory 1is that 1t has "too many
characters and neot enough pleot™) and did not take the results too
seriously: in other words, I didn't phone up, say, Larry Peery, and
inform him I'd beaten him 4 ¢to 3 on 11 ballots. But, although,
unlikely, I think a zine that wins all it's matchups 5-4 should get a
better score than one who wins them by scores of 11-1, 23-2, etec.
Perhaps XL's score should reflect its total record of (1€ my
calculations are correct) 418-128-108. Or perhaps that should be a raw
score, to be adjusted so that the ranges are 0-10.

A new suggestion for next year, Brux: print the order of Einish
under the old system (without the preference score). There are a lot of
old-timers who want to ses how they'd have finished under just the
modified mean as Lt used to be. By the way, I'm not one of them.

A lot of low-profile Dipsters did cast votes 1In 1985: you <can't
fault Bob Olsen for that comment, because he's absolutely right. Was
the poll adversely affected? I think not, mostly dues to the 50% effect
of the preference matrix. The pref score gave greater welght to the
ballots of wvoters who receive many zines: in fact, 1t should be obvious
that the 46 voters who voted for but one zine had no effect on any
preference scores at alltl If wa call anyone who has less than seven
marks on his zine-poll ballot a "low-proflile Dipster”, it turms out that
thelr votes influenced 654 matchups, while the total number of recorded
matchups was 21,743! What this means is that the so-called "marginals"™
comblned sffect on the prefersnce score was almost exactly three
percent, This from over 63% of the wvoters. Their effect on the
modified mean wasn't all that great elther: the same 63+% cast less than
22% of the total number of votes. So this 63% of "marginal playsrs”™,
and I think anybody who gets filve or six zines would object to that
title, had a (shocking!) net effect of just over 12%! While the 37% of
voters receiving seven or more zines affected the result teo the tune of
B7+%. The suggestion that this is a poll decided by nobodiles {is thus
pure bull.

Oone of those nobodlies was Nancy Hurrell, who has been criticized by
Steve Langley for voting because she wvasn't a hobby member, desplte the
fact that she is In two games In Conference Call, and had seen coples of
XL before even coming out here. Even while here she had been living
here for over a month of the polling periocd, during which time she toock
an avid interest Iin my large collectlon of zines. So don't kry to tell
me she's "a person who ... had no connection with DipDom during the
polling peciod,™ Mr Langley: I'm afrald you're dead wrong there. 1 know
because two issues of XL, came out before the poll that wovldn't have
been on time without her help.

You can send your comments and suggestions on the Runestone Pocll to
either me or Brux. After all, you wouldn't want o have a "Brux

responds to McBruce" exclusive next time, now, would you?
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excelgior
The XL Hockey team?

After the success of last April/May's Conference Call Hockey Pool, the
CC regulars were all clamouring for a pool over the regular season.
This is tahe story.

The average hockey pool 1s guite simple. Sometime in early
October, you get together and pick players for your pool team. At this
meeting everyone puts in money and the method of splitting 1t up at the
end of the season ls declded. 90% of the hockey poolas are rumn the same
way. The winner 1s the player whose NHLers get the most points over the
season. We figured that this was silly. What fun is there Iin drafting
if you have to walt six months to £ind out how well you 4id? One thing
we did In last years pool was encourage trading. This year we tried a
new approach.

The emphasis was that this new approach was for not a hockey pool
but rather a hockey lesaguas. Teams of NHLers plicked by us would play
against each other, and the result would be based upon one week of NHL
games. The concept seemed Interesting, but the Elrst proposal was
rather far-fetched. The second proposal proved more successful though,
and the thing was started.

Each team in our league now has twelve players. Of these, elght
are selected each week for your llineup. The scoring is the same for all
players: two polints for a goal, one for an assist, and one point £or
each two minutes in penalties. (Yes, a misconduct is worth two goals
and an assist}]) There are two rules which serve as catches. One is the
Goon Rule, which nullifies points gained Erom penalties 1f a player has
not gottenm a goal or am assist in that week. The other 1s to keep teams
balanced, so that a Gretzky doesn't throw the whole league out of whack
by scoring 200 goals. The 8-1 rule says that no player may be credited
with more than elght times the total of the lowest player on the team
(If a player 1s shutout, we do allow up to eight points.). The average
team will have three of its twalve players get =zero or ona point. |
Picking the nine good ones is very diff.cultl

The other features of the league include a six-team playoffs on the
results of the NHL playoffs at the end of the season (two teams out of
the sight are knocked out after the regular season) . The playoffs |is
where the money is. Finishing €irst in the regular season gets you $30;
and the yearly fee 1s §25. But 1f you win In the playoffs, lt's worth
$90. Also, every Ltwo weeks each team protects ten o0of thelr twelve
players and there is a re-entry draft at which those players and all
untaken NHLers are eligible. We also decided to call any game in which
the tralling player was eight or less behind a tie for the standings.

80, we all trooped over to Gramt's place one Sunday and had a whale
of a time dArafting players. This ls always the highlight of any hockey
pool: listening to the "tips®, jokes, and bad picks for two hours.
There's always one guy who gekts a laugh ne matter who he picks. Several
of us had made lists of 96 (8 teams times 12 players) players who we
felt we should take: I made the mistake of basing mine on the current
season. I was lucky =nough to get f£irast pick,; and unlucky =nough to be
deluded by the scoring for penalty minutes %o choose Tiger Willlams.
Grant, who had drawn second pick, immediately took Gretzky. I am
currently In seventh spot with my team, called, of course tEhe
Excelsiors. However, I'm tied for third, as two teams are 1-0-2, and
Elve are 2ither 1-1-1, or 0-0-3 (like me). The Excelsiors have not
beaten any opponents totals yet, but that "within eight to tie™ rule Iis
coming Lln wvery handy. And an Important win looks 1like a good
possibility this week, with the *Cels ahead 31-12 after Thursday's
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My Move/Your Move

WHITE BLACK
{me ) (you)
1. P-K4 P-K4
2. N-KB3 N-KBR3
3. B-B4 N-B3
4. HN-B3 B-B4
5. 0=0 o0=0
6. P-Q3 P-KR3
T. P-QR3 P-QR3
8. B-K3 Te?

Wallace Nicaoll
(6) scored this time,
voting R-K1, and Ron Krukowskl

P-QR4.
6, Ron Krukowski has 3,
Brian Lorber have 2.

WHITE

(me ) {you)
1. E4q £E3
2 - a3 £S5
k I £6 d3
4. c3 cid
5. gs h&
6. h4 gb
T cS eb
8. g3 e

(1) and Conrad Minshall
with Bill Becker
voting
to push the pawn a square further with
Leader is Conrad Minshall with
Ken Corbln and

Bill Becker (6) and Ron Krukowski (3) b e 1 d la | £ | .o h
formed the majority this time. Otherx
votes were £7 (Wallace MNicoll), and g4 BACHCAMMON
(Conrad Minshalll). Leader is Bill
Becker with 6, followed by Krgkowskl, “?:IT ?::ET
Minshall, and Ken Corbin all with 3. roll move roll mowve
1. 6-3 MP MS 3=-2 M-I
2. 3-2 RU SU &6-3 Y-P°'
3. 1-1 A-D TU -3 ID" GD
4. 6-4 A-K 3-1 IF GF
5. 6-2 KQ MO &6-3 r-p
6. 6-1 QW RS 5=-3 NI NK
7. 5-5 OT RW MR= 5-3 NI NK
B. 2-1 TW UV 4-1 7T
Ron Krukowski (4) and Bill Becker (&)
scored this time . The other
suggestlions wera KF IF from Wallace
Nicoll, and PK IF Erom Conrad
Minashall. Leader is Bill Becker with
6; Ron Krukowskl and Conrad MHMinshall
have 4, with Kavin Brown, JafE
Richmond, Ken Corbim and Milke Barno

- Page 20
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excelsior
MENSA 17 stats & STATEMENTS

Following are the statistics and only endgame statement I have recelived
for the Mensa 17 game run to conclusion here:

Boardman No:&3V

GMs _and zines: Steve Hutton/
H=lptyre/Bxcelslgr (to Fall 1910 conclusion).

AUSTRIA: Richard Benjamin (dro WOl), Mike Ehli (out F09).

ENGLAND: Roy Smith (dro 8S02), Randal Husk (dro F0S5), Kevin Brown (out
Flo0).

FRANCE: Windy Windblad (dro FO03), John Ellis (sur Fl0).

GERMANY : Ron (Canada) Brown (WINS F1l0).

ITALY 3 Errol Platt (dro 804), Dave Carter (out FO08).

RUSSIA: Larry Rystrom (res FOl), Al Hoffman (dro 803), Dave Lincoln
(sur Fl0).

TURKEY: EKelth Sesler (dro F05), Paul Hlilewskl (sur F10).

SUPPLY CENTRE CHART

o1 02 03 04 05 O 07 0B 09 10
AUSTRIA: 4 4 4% 4®m 4= 3 3 1 i ]
ENGLAND: 4 4 5= S+ 4 3 2 1 o
FRANCE: S 5 4 3 4 4 5 4 3 2
GERNANY : 5 T 7 8 9= 10* 11 14 15 78 WINSI!
ITALY 3 4 5 4 3 2 2 1 o
RUSSIA: 4 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 1
TURKEY 2 5 6 T a= B8 9 9 11 12 13
® = played one short
EHROAME STATEMENTS

Ron _(Canada) Brown [Winner. Germanyl: It was not my intention to play in
this game, so0 I was rather surprised to get a standby call In 1901 and
then to get the position. I wasm very overworked at the tlime, both
within the hobby and in that other world, so I didn't put near the
effort I usually put Iinto games Iinto this one right from the beginning.
I had never played Germany before, but the principles of playing any
countzxy are the same: Eflght one other countzy at a time.

France, for soms reason, decided to ignore England and go after
Italy. That made my task all the easier, as it meant one nelghbour I
didn't have to worry about. And Dave Lincoln, playing Russia, had
problems with Turkey rlght £from the beglnning, so that left one obwvlous
cholce for who I was golng teo plck on filrst. I was also curious to see
how Germany played as a sea power, as I much prefer sea battes to land
ones . So, I began bullding fleets every opportunlity I had. England
convoyed an army to 8t. Petersburg, then moved 1t up behind my llines.
If he had halp from France that might have made sense, but I could
afford to ignore that army, even when it took Berlin, as I had bullds
coming £rom poorly defended English home centres. Russla twice moved In
my direction, at England's urging I suppose, but It wvas esasy to convince
him to pull back both times, sspecially as he 4id not have the strength
to carry through against me with Turks sitting in his southernm regions.

Once England was Hopelessly crippled it was a simple matter of
grabbing all of France, who was stlll battling Italy and Ignoring his
own home country. At that polnt I counted dots and picked the remainlng
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centres I needed for the win. It looked for a while as though Turkey
were going to give me a battle, but it never materialized. I attacked
Caliclia a few times to prevent, or slow, Turkey's taking of it, and was
astounded when I kept ending up there. Even more amazing is that Turkey
never attempted to annihilate that umnit and hold Galicla for himself.

All in all, a strange game. I don't understand why France chose to
leave his home country wide open. We never had any deal or
understanding. Or why Turkey didn't defend against my win. There were
a few times he could have punched through and caused me problems. For a
while I thought a two-way GCerman-Turkey draw would be the likely
outcome . Wall never look a glft horse, etc., or count your blessings...
I was gjven the win by the other players. All I had to do was decide
each year what centres to take.

Thanks to both Steve and Bruce who d1d a E£ine job of GMing despilte
the constant frustration of NMREs and drops. I1'd have no hesitation
about signing up for other games with aither one, though I think TI'1l1

need to get Bruce to explain his supply centre charts again. I wasn't
sure what I owned the last few sesasons, though I must have gotten the
count right. And thanks to all those who stuck 1t out to the end. I'm

sure some of the standbys must have been as baffled by this game as I
was, but, there you have 1t. Thanks guys!

Bruce M=Intyre (Substitute Head Maestro Aparchist GM while Jteve was ln
the re=al Eurgpell: I'd llke to thank Steve for giving me a chance to see
what GMing dutles are like when a gams gets to its last legs, and Ron
for his kind words. Fifteen people in this game from start te Einish,
and I only know of elght of them. Can you tell I'm a newcomer?

I did receive a note of thanks £rom Paul Milewski, and
surprisingly, a gamestart application. Quite frankly, tha way I
mismapped everything In the last few seasons,; I'm surprised to be
getting these accolades: thanks 1ln return. Ron's win came as gqulte a
surprise to me, but only because I trusted him too muchl In an aside to
me with his orders, he sald it'd take another few seasons. But lo and
behold, when I made the count Germany did have 18 centres. It must have
been gqulite a peculiar game Iin the early golng, with Austria and England
playing one short 60% of the time, and so many player changes. And I
hope to hear from Dave on Just how he managed to £fight £for this
survival: three centres for eight years Iin a row must be some sort of a
recordl

Good Lord, almost forgot: I've a confession to makel You know, L'm

] Although I sure feel like one with
all the matarial Fred Davis has been sending me--perhaps someday I°'11 be
sitting down at a table racking what little brains I have to answer
those entrance exam brain-busters, but for now I'm up to my braln 1n
Dip, Dip, more Dip, and a few other things as wall. (When the laveal
rises to my neck, well, then, maybes it's time to get out..... «)

CHEISTHMAS CHEER Part Six

Miss Aberdeen MHolsteln
69 Cash Avenue
Beaver Valley, Colorado

December 19, 1985.

Dear John,

When I opened the door there were actually Six Geese A-Laylng on my
front steps. So you're back to the birds againm huh? Those gesss are

huge. Where will I ever keep them? The neighbours are complaining, and

I can't slesp through the cracket.
Please stop. Cordially,

Page 22
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ALBINONI

OO0OPS!
Ler’s TRy ThAT AGAIN

ALBINON | = madjvdication 1955 AA  rest Rall MO2
' e CM: Bruce McIntyre, 6191 Winch
E — St., Burnaby B.C., V5B 2L4
o, o B

ENG:Bil11 Shirley, 618 Main
8t., Yarmouth NS, B5A 1J9
GER:Charles Arsenault, 4490
8t Kevink7, Montreal PQ.
H3Y 1H9
RUS:Kevin Brown, 100 Patton
De., Warner Robins GA, USA
] 31093
TUR:Melinda Holley, P.O. Box
2793, Huntington WV, UsSA
25727
AUS :Michaal Ditz, 5785 Danube
Way#C, Orlamde FL, USA 32807
ITA:8teve Dycus, 3450 Koring
Rd., Evansville IN, USA 47712
| FRA:Ron Krukowski, 5339 w.
Eddy, Chicago IL, USA 60641

ALBINONI Dramatis Personae

Summer 1902 Retreats: FRA: A Munm © Boh, ENG: A Swe r Fln,
RUS: A Ukr r War

HNEXT DEADLINE (Winter 02-8pring 03) is Friday, November 8 1985--one day
earller 1lf phoned In.

ENGLAND A Fin-3tP, F Nth-Mwy, F Nrg 3 F Nth-Nwy, F Lon-Nth
GERMANY HMR! A Kle 8, A Ruh 8, A Mun 2, A Bel 8, F Bal 8
rRUSSIA A War-Ukr., A Mos-UkKkg, A StP 3 F Nwy, F Nwy®skips stones 1In the
Skag (Holds) :

TURKEY HNHMR! F Bla 8, A Bul 8, F EMe 3, F Aeg 8
AUSTRIA A Tri H, A Bud 8 A Tri, F Gre 8 Tar F Aeg-Ion [(ro sach order],
_ . A Ukr 8 A Gal-Vie ([(Impossible]

ITAaLY A Tun H, E lon-Tv3, A Ven -Trl, F Adr 3 A Ven-Trl

FRANCE A Boh-Vie, A Ple-Tyo, A Pic-Bel, A Spa-Gas, E GoL-Tvi, F MAO-WHe

PRESS:
GM: As you can all see, this is a readjudication. We have two speclfic
problems: the Engllsh orders I recleved by telephone were not used (they
included a retreat for A Swe), and the English move F Lon-Nth was way
off course on the map last time, giving Ron Krukowskl Elta as it
appeared in the English Channel mistakenly!l There are also changes in
the supply centre chart as a resulkt of the extra English unit. As for
the two NMRs, they will have to stay, as Charles never did get any
orders in, and Mellinda's arrlved as I expected &the Honday after the
deadline. {in a way that's too bad, bescause although we are definitely
blessed with the West Virginla Diplomacy Queen's presence in thls game,
the appointed stand-by, Larcry Peery, told me he has some great gossip on
good old Tomaso Albinonil) I have orders on Elle from everyone except
Bill and Steve for the next season, and of course you may change them in
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light of these new developments.

ALBINONI

No. 9

(85 AA) continued

One retreat next time: RUS: F Nwy r (Ska, Swe, Bar, OTB)
Moscoow—M ol oK, I"11 .
ignore the map. s“”lie’ OWNERSHIP OF CENTRES
Vienna: Hyster being at the
ripe old age of lucky 13 and GAME: ALgivon ] —8S AA
being an Austrian National has i . s
been arrested. He Is now In post-FALL 1802 '@"J}J"*”D
g::;cl.a working in a laber EESLQNED‘ TR&K(EI';": "EEFE}A&S 1
Burqundy i French peasants | Lpl €) € Coni(m) T Bul m) T
watched with interest as their | Lon () E w T Den(+) &
German neighbors helda |GERMANY <& AU fni Gre (A) A
mancevers this week. It is | Ber 'E“';‘G' Bud (4) A Hol (@ &
not known at present how long| Kie e) 6 Tri F‘J A Nwyle) €
these mancevers will last. Mun () & Vie A Por (Fl F
Paris—Vienna: Thanks for the F}ﬁ%g%ﬂf‘ 'T’HJ%ﬂ*I ggrﬁ:{:
AR, L4 3 Rom (0 I Spacf)f
av Ven we (L
War ) Rk FR ESED %.-. (rjr_
bedd it he re- lhl"r’ F
treals hj wy Parif) F
£ M i i e | | ] L4 = A | i
X - _.1|;_ S _-__}. {l J 1 1 1 1 i.——q Nl 1 r_r 1 1 — Vil S i _! 4 r i i -
i 1 i! i d a i --:."-’“ -~ L
. T sdedé — H,x e
Miss Aberdeen M Holstein
69 Cash Avenue
Beaver Valley, Coleorado
December 20, 1985.

Johmn:
' What's with you and those fucking bicrds?
What kind of god damn joke is this?
they never stop wlth the racket.
It's not funny,

house,

and
I'm a nervous

wreck .

Seven Swans A-Swimming.
bird shit all over the
I can't sleep at night, and
s0o stop with those fucking birds.

There's

Sincerely,

Aberdeen.

et

i

TP
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BEETHOVEN

FRANCE UNLOCKS BACK DOOR
England nor home

BEETHOVEN Dramatis Personae

GHM: Bruce McIntyre, 6191 Winch
ETHOVEN 19§5 A8 pest Fall 1902 st., Burnaby BC, V5B 2L4

ENG:Mltch Wageler, 3623 School
Ave, Vancouwver BC, Canada
VS5R SH6

GER:Mike Barno, 2811 Robins
8t., Endwell NY, USA 13760

RUS:Plerre Touchette, 1 rue
Georges, Masson PQ, JOX 2HO

TUR:Alan Stewart, 702-25 St.
Mary St., Toronto ON, MAY 1R2

AUS : Robert Acheson, c/o Echo

“| Bay Mines, Lupin NWT, XO0OE 1HMO

ITA:Melinda Holley, P.O. Box
2793, Huntington WV, USA
25727

FRA:8teve Cooley, 3551 Casamia
Ave, Palmsdale CA, USA 93550

elays,, i \ _;"x__.u.....ﬂ-;m-_.
) A |NEXT DEADLINE (Winter 1902/~
- 3 — Speling 1903),through the mir-
s o i — acle of procrastination, is

Friday January 10--one day
earlier 1f phoned In.

BEETHOVEN 198SAB Fall 1902 Ordezs

ENGLAND F Mrg-Bar, F Nth C A Bdi-Nwy, P 8we 3 fer F Den-Bal, F Eng-Bel,
A Bdl-Nwy

GERMANY F Den-Bal, A Boh-8il, A Pru-Lva, A Ber-Pru, A Kls-Mun

RUSSIA A Gal-War, A Ukr-Mos, F GoB-3tP

TURKEY A Sev=Ukr, A Arm-Sev, A Bul 38 F RBum, F Rum H, F Bla-Con

AUSTRIA F CGre-lon, A Tri-Tyr, K Vie 8 A Tel-Tyx, A Bud-Trcl

ITALY A Tyr®*Mun, A Ven-Tvr, = ' =

FRANCE P Bre-Bng, F MAO-NAO, F Spa-MAO, A Gas-Bur, A Bur-Plc

PRESS:

GH: As I expected, Melinda's orders got here the MHonday following the
deadline, so you can't really blame her for Canada Post's filing system.
Perhaps they should call it Canada Moving....and Storage.

Retreat for next time: T4 A Tyr r (Ple, Tus, Apu, OTB)
Hoscow—Haestro: How do draws figure Iimn your odds? What about glving me
6-17
Maesérg: Sure; |f you can name all the countries in the draw (including
yourself, of course) and no others. Before the next deadline.
Disppe—Londop: GREAT move Into the Channell Sure "proved™ that no
triple exists. 1 hope you'll take my moves In the same spirit. .
Paris—Mgoscow: Wrilting novels would probably not save you now, but try it

anyuay
Paris—Budapest: Feellng crowded?
Budapest—Bohewmia: What are you dolng there & how fast can you get out?
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Budapest—Tgrolia: It'"s bad
enough to have you there, now
I*ve got S ome idiet in
Bohemia.

Y & t—dpnkara: I think that
I'"m going to have to go

against the grain and start
writing.

Budapest—Paris: Decision time,
which way to ge?

Budapest—Hoscow: 1I'd say that
you're about the only player
who's in more trouble than mel
Lign—-Argo: What happened ¢to
your team? Grey Cup pre-
diction: BC over Montreal by

Hasstro: Since I have Montreal
and BC In the MIntyre/Acheson
CFL bet (he has the rest of
the CFL, and the Cup winner
gets $10, the loser §5), I
should thank you for the kind

another reason....

have-nots.

excelglo BE!THQ“H-—I“HS 4B continued

No. 9 :

Suppllel OWNERSHIP OF CENTRES |
GAME : BEETHOVEN 19%C AS
post- FALL 19020
ENGLAND TUFIKEYE NEUTRALS ©
Edi fe} E ‘D m @ Bel E-r; 2
LP' Bui T
i (r) T Den (&) &
G .Hmanvs ;f‘ Gre (A) A
Ber & & A Hol (@ &
Kie & 6 'I'r-l P‘a A Nwy(E) E
Mun &) & Vie A Por ng F
RUSSIA 3 ITALY * Rum(®) T
Mos (R R Hglls:[] I Ser (A A
tP ® R DI Spa (F) F
av (r) T Ven X Swe (N E
War () R FRA 5 Tun (D I
Bre Mar (A E I¥ ITLY retreats his Ai“
Pﬂ' (g F ! army, he gets ne

words, but sitting here half drunk the night before the semi-finals, I
doubt either team will make it to the final. Howavar, Bob's sad for

Budfapest—EM: This is a sad year in T.0.; the Jays gone, Argo's gone, the
Leaf's going. It could be worse., I could cheer £or the WVancouwver

: Who have Jjust lost to the Edmonton Spolled-ers by & score of
13-0, believe 1t or net. Any ldeas on what happened to the Argos??7?

'-h.h

e =
d 1

T - -
. - - = =
EEE T e e
- _#_4g15*‘i!r-r —p— —Iy T L e - T
: = ===

G

Okay Bustecr:

T VT =T & - v
_J.....-:— —— J — = X li. !f ‘l'—lj ; { ]E ]F‘;'.J !l‘l. l‘ -
o I — 1 1 "Iti g .
. 17 - + jﬁiﬁﬂ - a
‘ — A | il '
J L3 L'3 < "
CHRISTHMAS CHEER Part Elaht

I think I prefer the birds. What the hell am I goilng to do with
Eight Maids A-Milking? It's not enough with all those birds and mailds
a-milking, but they had to bring thelr goddamm cows. There's shit all
over the lawn, and I can't move In my own house., What are you doing ¢to
me? Just lay off me, smart-assl|

Miss Aberdeen M Holsteln
69 Cash Avenue
Beaver Valley, Colorado

December 21, 1985.

Aberdeen.
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COPLAND

ITALY CHANGES ORDERS
GM misses change

COPLAND Dramatls Personae

ENG:Charles Arsenault, Vole Du

. Car D"'Or 27102, 1348 Lou-

Spring 1901 yain-La-Neuve, BELGIUM
4 L

GER:Alan Stewart, T02-25 st
Mary 8t. Toronto ON Canada
M4Y 1R2 ;
RUS :8ean McGonligle, 44B Kelvin
r Rd., Papakura NEW ZEALAND
v TUR:Travis Laster, 125 Garden
Court, Winchester VA, Usha
22601
AUS :Melinda Holley, P.0O. Box
o 2793, Huntington WV, USA
25727
y i ITAi1Jeff Albrecht, P.0. Box
o 295, Doland SD, USA 57346
> R FRA:Ben Schilling, 24730
‘% Roosevelt Ct., Apt 315, Farm-
ﬁ- ington Hills MI, USA 48018
ot B -
L] Deadline for Fall 1501 is
‘ " Wednesday January 1§, 1986,
- under our 7 1/2 we ek

deadlines. One day earlier
LE phoned in, as usual.

)

ENGLAND F Lon-Eng, F Edi-Nth, A Lpl-Yor
GERMANY F Kle-Hel, A Ber-Kle, A Mun-Ruh
RUSSIA P 3tP-GoB, A Mos-3tP, —-Bla., A War-Gal
TURKEY KA Con-Bul, F Ank-Bla, A Smy-Arm
AUSTRIA A Bud-Rum, jA Vie-Gal, F Trli H
ITaLy A Ven-Tyr, A Rom-Ven, F Nap-Ion
A

FRANCE Par-Plc, A Mar-Spa, F Bre-MAO

PRESS:
GM: This game has been delayed due to extreme errors all '"round, though
most of the fault lies with me, I'm afrald. The Elrst problem is that
Charles moved, and did not tell me so: a few of you eventually did, but
when at first only one of you dld, I declided tec take the "COA"™ with a
graln of salt, Iln the splrit of Diplomacy. After all, 1t would surely
occur to Charles to tell me of such a move sarly snough so that I could
be ready for it.

The next problem was a beauty. Jeff Albrecht sent a concerned
letter informing me that I'd used the wrong set of orders, and proved it
by noting that I'd changed his address throughout most (but not all!) of
the zine: the COA was In with the later set of orders. But when I
loocked for the 2nd set of Italian orders, I couldn't £ind '"em! Finally,
Eonight, I got them from Jeff (with one hell of a lot of embarrassment)
through a medium known as the telephone.
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COPLAND continued

Filnally, I forgot that our deadlines should have been longer than
they were guoted in the original report. So, the above mistakes have
been corrected, an lssue has been added to all of your subs, and Spring
1901 has been redone above.The rest of this is precisely the same as
what appeared last time.

GM: Two players sent me changes of orders without any Iindication that I
was to print the press which appeared on the original set, so poof,
they're gonel

London: Despite the fact that France and Germany are good friends of
England, the government has decided that the English Channel and the
North Sea will always be secured.

Magstro: It was this press item, and the fact that I vaguely recall from
my high school French that "north™ is spelled Nord Iin Quebec, that kept
your F Edil out of the Horweglan Sea. Fait atétentionl
Constantinople—Vienna and Parist Good thing you wrote, I was beginning
to think this was a Gunboat gamal

Constantinopie: The tension could be cut with a scimitar in the highly
domed room at the centexr of the Porte, but the only thing that was
cleaved was the mutton hewn from the sides of a huge ewe, Ilying before
the Sultan.

The Sultan, displaying his internal torment as he ripped the ewe's
remaining eye Erom her head and consumed it in one gulp, his mustache
twitching in pleasure, finally spoke: "We must defeat Russia."™ The
words struck fear into the hearts of many generals--had not Turkey Just
lost the Crimean War? Ewven the ache for revenge fell short of such
foolhardy audacity. But the will of the Sultanmn relgned, and the
generals filed £from the room to lead thelr troops in the assault.

As the Jlast general left, the Sultan agaln spoke, hls meal
finished, now contentedly smoking hi= hookah. Turning to an alide, the
Commander of the Falthful commanded: "Send Reolz'imgoud, our National
Champion, to challenge the Russlans to a Backgammon match. We'll beat
the harem pants off 'em. And where did the generals go?" The horror
grew on the ajide's face as he realized the mistake. He rushed after the
departed commanders, but it was too late; the orders had been given, thes
troops mobilized, the attacks launched. Turkey was forced toc £ight a

war she did not want. Or did she?
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Miss Aberdean M Holsteln
69 Cash Avenue
Beaver Valley, Colorado

December 22, 1985.

Hey Shithead:

What are you? Some kind of sadist? Now there'ms HNine Plpers
Playing. And Christ, do they play! They've never stopped chasing those
maids since they got here yesterday morning. The cows are getting upset
and they're stepping all over those screeching birds. What am I going
to do? The neighbours have started a petition to evict me.

You'll get yours

PA('.E 28 | Aberdeen.
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AUSTRIA surrounded

DEJLI3Y BswCH 3pring 02 DE3U33Y

Mitchell dJagelexr 32853 School Ave
Vancouver, 2C VSR SH&
Fhone: (604) 435-3299

Dennis sulne 55 Nosemcor JOrive
Little Rock,. ARK, 72209

Flerre Touche I Rue Ceorges,
Masson, Py JOL 2HO

Alan Stewart 702 -25 St. Mary 3t.
Toronto, ON, MLY 1R2

Ron Krukowaki 5339 4. =Zddy
Chicago, IL 60641

Randolph Smyth 119-70 Maryland St.
dinnipeg, MB R3C 1K7?

Kevin Brown 100 Patton Drive
Warner Fobblns, GA 31093

Bruce Waddell L2247 Winnifred 5t.
Surnaby, BC W¥sJ 2355

Moves - Spring 02

A GAL - RUM, A& BUD SA GAL-RUM, A GRE - SER, F TRI - VEN
A BEL 3 ENG F NTH - HOL (NSO), A PAR - BUR, F _BRE -ENG, F POR - MAO, F MAR-SPA (3C)
4 SPA - GAS

L RUH S A KIE - HCL, A KIE - HOL, F DEN 3 F BER - BAL, F BER - BAL,

A VEN - TYR, 4 APU 3 A BOM - VEN, A ROM - VEN, F TUN - ION

+ F Jwad - BAL, A MOS - STP, A SEV - RUM, A UKR - GAL, A WAR S A UKR - GAL
A UN - SER, A BUL 3 A RUM - 38R, F BAL S FS A 328V - RUM, F CON H, F 3SMY - A£C
A NWY H, F LON - ENC, F NTH - 3kA, F NRC - NTH

BT ==

PETFZATS: AUSTRIA A GAL (SIL, BOH, VIE OR OT3)

SPFING 02 RETREATS AND FALL MOVES DUE THE WEDNESDAY BEFORE THE ALBINONI DEADLINZ.(Jan, &) |

COMMENTS
- HO PRESS.

GH: There is freedom of the press in this game. More specifically I will (must) print
as much of the press as I receive, even "black press”. I did not restrict the
press at the start of the game other than to limit to the space of this one page.
So anything goes, except 1 will reserve the use of GM for me alone so as to aveld
confusion.

GH: Lat me ask all players to get thelr moves in early. It often takes letters from
the US 14 days to get here. You can always change your moves later.

— R el . =37
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NEW RULE THWARTS SNAFU
Barno GeTs in ON The acTion

SUPERBOURSE! particlpants

<1 I pE | Sprisg MMo| MB: Mike Barno, 2811 Robins
SUPER BOVESE £ sa1 St., Endwell N¥Y, USA 13760
ke RL: Reb Lowes, RR#9, Peter-
J 1 E bourough ON, Canada K93J &X1l
A | SP: Sean P. McGonigle, P.O.Box
Y7o 4701%, Trentham, NEW ZEALAND

3 IL""""

ARRCOAREN
8M: Simon Hatthews, 432 M.
Dollarton Hwy, M. Vancouver
BC, V714 1N1

CH: Concad Minshall, aTo02
Tarragona Lane, Austim TX,
uUsa 7727

RS: Richard Sharp.; 27 Elm
Close, Amersham Bucks, UK
HPE& 5DD

il

BW: Bruce Waddell, 4247
Winnifred, Burnaby BC,
v5J 285

MW: HMitchell Wageler, 3623
School Ave., Vancouver BC,
Canada VSR S5HN6

ENGLAND 2F Edi-Hrg, 2F Lon-Nth, 2A Lpl-Yor

GERMANY 22F Kie-Den, 29A Ber-Sil1, 30A Mun-Bur

RUS5TA 6A War-Lva, 4F StP-Lva, 21F Sev-Arm, 3A Mos-Sev
TURKEY 98BF Ank-Bla, 1A Con-Bul, 1A Smy-Con

AUSTRIA 1A Bud-Ser, 1A Vie-Bud, 1F Tri-Alb

ITaLy 98A Ven-Pie, 1A Rom-Apu, 1lF Map-Ion

FRANCE 42F Bre-MAO, 26A Mar-Spa, 16A Par-Gas

PRESS:

GM: The entire Superbourse!-playing population of Greater-Vancouver was
gquite chagrined to Efind out that they would be forced to offer thelir
shares this time, but after answering several other guestions that were
made obwvious two lssues ago, It became apparent that the locals haven't
read the rules, so [ won't pity them. Other interesting happenings: one
player submitted orders with his Winter 1900 blds, not knowing which
would be used: I used any that were legal. Another player sent me three
orders, without designating how many shares were to be allocated to
each: I allocated one each, despite the wasted values. And there was
the GM error: In my readjudication, I reverted all the listed nominal
prices back to 10 cents, making many (ilncluding-&lush-me) believe that
they were indeed 10 cents: a guick, expensive phone call teo Richard
Sharp cleared this up. Then there was The Loophole. I won't name the
discoverer, but it goes like this. Mr. X is a majority shareholder in,
say Russia, but doesn't want to sell any of his shares. 8So, he offers
| up 5 shares at the nominal price, and submits a bld for 5 shares at
| $1000 per share. Of course, he has to pay half his bid, more If-
somebody else makes such an outrageous bid, but who carea? He's paying
himsslri! Obviously this cannot be allowed, so a ruleée shall be added to
this effect: you may not purchase your own shares. Now wWe can, I think
get on with the rest of the press:

Page 30




excelsior ———————No. 9 =

Amershas: Good game, this, he sald modeatly.
Maesétro: Yes, I should say so, sald the other one, patting his
pocketbook .

In the table below, the actual values are computed based on a guess on
how many centres I figure each country will get based on the position
after Spring 19%01. It"'s a VERY rough estimate. Conrad Minshall has had
§7.00 added to hls credit, at hls reguest that I uase his aub as pacrt of
his credit. Richard Sharp mentioned that the random order I use for the

taking of countrles is potentlially dangerous for players who submit bids
that would only work in a certaim order. What I should have sald |Is
that ['1l]1 allow you to be temporarlly below zZero as long as your credlt
comes out in the black when all seven countries are taken.

SUPERBOURSE Total Credit: §149.80

DEiginal .= @@ —me-e- Current shares owned iln----- Total Total
Player Credit Cash ENG CGER RUSE TUR AUS ITA FRA Shares Assets
GM B4.18 (1] 0 Q a 0 0 o 0 a4.18
Sharp 24.00 9.19 26 99 116 19.83
McGonligle 6.00 2.57 20 5 25 5.15
Lowes 10.00 7.30 10 17 27 9.65
Barno 6.80 3.49 4 5 5 5 19 5.38
Matthews 35.00 14.12 95 25 48 168 31.38
Hinashall 8.00 4.22 4 28 3 43 6.99
Wageler 40.00 17.45 1 16 11 25 10 193 37.30
Waddell 20.00 5.80 as 22 117 16.88

Market Prices 17 16 10 16 17 17 10
Actual Value / Share 0,52 0,52 7.37 9.47 0,52 9.47 9.47

And thls ls what happened Lln the Bourse period. In a peace-plipe gesture
to those who complained about having to sell theilr monopolies, I rounded
all such 5% figures down, so 99 shares means sell 4, not 5. Offers are
stated as number of shares offered, £followed by minimum acceptable
price. Bids are number of shares bld on, and maximum acceptable price.
The final price is halfway between the bid and offer, rounded in favour
of the seller. Higher blidders get their turn to pick and choose Erom
the shares avallable before lower-biddezrs.

IThe Stock Exchange
FRANCE oOffers: 8SM (2 at 10). Bids: CHM (50 at 10) PBegult: CH buyys 2

fxom SH at 10.

ITALY Offers: BW (5 at 13). Bids: KW (5 at 14), RS (100 at 13), CM
(50 at 13), MB (20 at 20). Result: MB buvs 5 from B¥ at 17.

RUSSTA Offers: GM (54 at 10). Bids: MW (1 at 11), RS (26 at 11), CM
(50 at 10). sult: . . :

CH buys 27 Lrom GM at 10.
ENGLAND Offers: SM (4 at 17). Bids: MW (5 at 14), CM (50 at 17).

Basult: CH buvs 4 from CH at 17,
GERMANY Offers: MW (4 at 12). Bids: CM (50 at 12), MB (4 at 20).

Besult: MB Duvs 4 from MB at 16,
TURKEY Offers: RS (5 at 13), RS (95 at 15). Bids: SP (5 at 19), SH (5
at 12), CH (50 at 13), HMB (S at 19).

Al wl - ~Hale

d at 17 from RS,
AUSTRIA Offers: MW (5 at 12). Bids: SM (5 at 15), RS (100 at 12), CH

(50 at 12), MB (5 at 21). Result: MB buva 5 from MW at 17.

ARRXREAXRXRRLT Deaadline for Fall 1901 is January 10 1985 Adsaaasxsxsamtsd
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Supply Centre Charts

The following belng a small editorial om the subject of supply centre
charts, I would expect a sort of reader counterpoint for next time.

It is time for a Supply Centre chart showdown. The wvast majority
of players in Excelsjior hasn't had anything te say on this matter, but
since nobody who has sald anything has come out on my side in this
issue, I['d like to state my views. But flrst, let's have a look at what
we're dealing with. Taking the BEETHOVEN supply centre chart from this
issue (post-Fall 1902), my version appears a few pages before thls
article. The standard version of a supply centre chart would look more
or less like this:

UL D e > B E [ M 3
AUSTRIA: Home, Gre, Ser. 5, build one.
ENGLAND: Home, Bel, Nwy, Swe. 6, Bulld one.
FRANCE: Home, Por, Spa. 5, mo change.

GERMANY: Home, Den, Hol. S, no change.

ITALY: Home , Tun. 4, Retreat A Tyr or bulld one.
RUSSIA: Mos, 3StP, War. 3, no change.

TURKEY: Home, Sev, Bul, Rum. 6, build one.

"oh"™, you say, "he can do it thr right way. M“Bruce can actually
produce a normal supply centre chart, 1f he wants to."

Well, T don't want to.

The M=Bruce-bashers out there seem to feel that a supply centre
chart's primary purpose is to list the centres owned by each country. I
disagree. A supply centre chart's primary purpose is to tell who owns
the supply centres that you're currently locking Into grabbing. I have
never wondered about the current list of centres owned by any enemy in a
game ['"ve been in, but I often wonder about theilr curremt total, and,
even more often, who owns this centre.

IE£E I'"'m an anti-Russian Turk, I care little that Russia currently
owns Norway and Sweden (except that those are simply two more added to
his current total). But 1f Rumania is wvacant, and I'm allied with
Austria, T want to check out the ownership before I guite possibly
invade my ally's centre. Looking at lists will certalnly be more of a
hassle than seeking out Rum (between the P's and 8's) and checking out
the ownership.

Many GMs complicate their supply centre charts with mysterious
overslashes and wunderlines, or capitals or brackets, to indicate
gains/losses. The XL charts reflect this by putting the centres
previous owner in brackets. Thus (G) G means Germany held the centre
for the year, and (E) T means that Turkey took a centre £from England.
It's gquite easy to get a full report by Just skimming through the
centres keeping your eayes peeled for changes., With capitals, brackets,
overslashes and underlinings, you'd need to make your own List as you
went along.

A big problem in my view with the traditional supply centre charts
is that they stop grouping home supply centres as soon as one of them is
lost. As soon as you lose the word "Homa™ beside your county's name,
you're in trouble amd you know it, but from who? It takes a few seconds
to figure out who swiped that home centre 1f you restrict yourself to
the chart. If I'm playing Germany in XL, all I need do i look under
the word GERMANY. 1If I don't see three G's, I know at once that
something awful has occurred, and what's more, I know the jerk that d4id
it! Not only that, I know the result it had (-3, most likely) without
even moving an ayeballl

Tell me what you feel the problem is. Is it the tininaess of it on
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SUPPLY CENTRE CHARTS continued

the page. The handwriting? Or just the breaking of a long tradition?
If it'"s that, don't bother--that's not something I'm golng to apologize
for.

NEXT MONTH: M®Bruce defends his use of the anti-traditional (except]
in Britaln) clockwise country order (EGRTAIF Instead ofE ( AEFGIRT) .
Don't miss this exciting (yawn...) debate. LZEZZZZZZZEZZEZEZ . w o = =

T-SHIRTS

Here's the story on the long-promised Excelslor T-Shirts. The cost will
be 87 U.8., $9 Canadian, and say $9 U.3. to be sent outside the U.S. [} 4
Canada. I'll be getting them printed up during the holiday season, and
they should ba maliled out in early January.

The artwork is being done even now, so even I don't know what it'll
look like, but I have ordered 30 T-shlrts, roughly divided between
medium and large. We've spent some time finding out Efrom the
sllkscreeners what materials Patricia is limited to in her artwork, but
the end result should bs gquite good, as always.

How for the important bit. PLEASE send me a written note stating
how many you want (if any), how many you've paid for (again 1f any), and
what size you'd prefer. Sorry, no extra-large or small, we want to keep
this as simple as possible. But I repeat, I have a short list of people
who I know want one, and since I've not known the prlce, everyone who
has sent somthing has sent different amounts! This is guickly becoming
confusing, s0 please help me clarlfy thisl
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Miss Aberdeen M Holstein
69 Cash Avenue
Beaver Valley, Colorado

December 23, 1985.
You Rotten Prick:

Mow there's Ten Ladies Dancing. I don't know why I call these
sluts ladies. They've bean balling thosa pipers all night leng. Now
the cows can't sleep and they've got dlarrhea. My 1living room Iis a
eiver of shit. The Commissioner of Buildings has subpoenaed me to give
causse why the building shouldn't be condemned.

I'm golng to slc the police on you.
One who means 1t.

Venomously,

Aberdean

Page 33




No. 9

—excelsior
THE LAST SUPPER

There are a few things you need to know before reading this. Unable to
get a Christmas flight home for Nan, we £finally settled upon a
pre-Christmas visit for her. The flight left at 8:10 AM on December 3,
and It occurred to me that we'd be having our last meal together when I
got home from work the Monday night. So, in an attempt to take WNan's
mind off the fact that we'd not be seeing one another for nine days, I
tried humour....

It was snowing like hell in the city that night. A cold spell had
finally combined with preciplitation to give us six inches of the stuff
in six hours. Not only that, the wind was blowing hard into my face as
I walked home. It was a long, hard journey, but I came through it okay.
I greated Nan, and stepped into the shower.

Drylng myself, I felt wvery clean, and pure, but also sensed that
something was about to happen. I wasn't certaln what Lt was, but the
upcoming meal would likely be my last before It happened.

I sat down at the table, which somehow seemed smaller thanmn 1t
should. Nancy placed a jug of red Crystal Light onte 1E. "Where are
the others?" I asked.

"What others?"

"]l feel that there are supposed to be aleven others here with us."
It sounded weird to me too, but something was making me say it. "How
can we have a Last Supper with only two present?™

Nancy was skeptical. "You haven't invited anyone else over, have
you? Bruce, you do this every time. When you went to DipCon you had an
all night Rall Baron game the night bafore. Why can't we ever spend the
night before we're parted in peace?™

"Parted, yes. Tommorow at this time you will be without me. Where
is Pater, I have a few stories to tell him."

"We don't know any Peters. MNow eat."

I poured out the drink, noting it's similarity te the colour of
blood. ™Do we have any bread in the house?"™

"No, we never have bread with dinner. What is wrong with you?"®

"How can we sat a Last Supper without bread?" I asked. "Oh well,
at least we've got wine.®

"We do nokt."™

"But of course we do: ln our glasses here."

"Bruce, have you baean drinking?”

"What do you mean by that, my child?»*

At this polint Nancy dropped her fork. Deliberately. It made a
hell of a nolise. "Christ, what is wrong with you tonight?"™

I turned the other cheek and ate in silence. Then she caught on to
the joke, just as our Last Supper came to a conclusion.

-——

CHRISTHMAS CHEER Part Rlaven

HMiss Aberdesan M Holstein
69 Cash Avenus=
Beaver Valley, Colorado

Daceamber 24, 1985,
Listen Fuckhead:
What's with the Eleven Lords A-Leaping on those maids and ladies?
Some of those broads will never walk again. Those plipers tan though the
maid=s and have been committing sodomy with the cows. All twenty-three
of the birds are dead. They've been trampled to death in the OEgY. I
hope you're satisfled, you rottem, vicious swine.

Your sworm enemy,

EAaY PAQE 34 Aberdeen .
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Most of The Post

Another hastily typed letter column, or boy-am-I-glad-I-took-Frliday-offl
I begin typing this all wp at the same time that the NHL Vancouver
Canucks are playing in Edmonton (right now they're singing the national
anthem), so I'1l1l link the letters togethar with accounts of how badly
we're losing.

CHARLES ARSENAULT: Pig changes in »y life as you can se=. r had to

Ieave my country Ffor a msatéter of bank robbery...No, in fact [ came ta
the Old Country [Belglum)] to do new technologies. I*» here for two
years at the Unversity af Louvain—La-Neuve and I*"m studying
Microelectronics. That"s the science which is at the bottos of all your
problems with the C-64'7

BM: Well, that's one way to get an international game more
internationali My only regret is that you apparently told the other
players in COPLAND about the move before you teld mel!l I got a report
about how you had moved Erom a player; what was I to think: couldn't
exactly believe him, could I. I aven contacted Mark Berch to £ind out
lf this could be construed as deception of the GH, and your letter
arclved the day after his. Ah well, I hope you enjoy your stay. As Eor
problems with my C-64, I don't have all that many.

Puck comes out im £ront; Sumannen shoots...scoresl Edmonton leads 1-0
after 2:36 of the flrst periocd.

ERED DAVISs I knmew of the Point Roberts anomaly, since I once met a
fellow mho'*d been stationed somewhere near Ballingham in the Aray. He=
told us about making trips to Paoint Roberts for some reasan while he was
thars . {Being that hbe war @ .., [ suppose it involyved =ither booze ar
girls, bat I can’ ¢t remember). [I didn't go to The Point Efor elither
reason, and look what happened to mel....S3emenko...to Cretzky....to
Kurrl, scoresl! 2-0 Edmonton after 9:17 of the £irst period.] Buat I Jon”"t
think Pt. Roberts Iy a separate county. According ¢to my Rand McNally
Road Atlax, it"s part of Whatcom Couanty. Incidentally, wouldn®é it be
sas ier to get to Blaine on the mainland to mail yaour zines? Or daossn’t
the Vancouver Transit Systes 9o in that direction? Woald & Greyhound
bus be too expansive?

BM: Yes, considering that we have a bus pass that allows us to get
anywhere in the system on non-peak hours for free. It's a longer Etrilp
and a longer walk to Blaine by Vancouver's transit system. And we
discovered that The Point was indeed part of Whatcom County on our last
visit.

] nt.rt: I"» always interested in hearing about the sxistance
af good pablic transit in other countries, Iit"s so bad in most parts of
the U.85. ["» a wmember aof a railfan club, as well as of the Baltimore
Strastcar Nusesums. I*"ve been reading where Vancoaver is bailding a light
rail system, which will eventually go as far as New MWHestminster. will
it 9o through your neighbourhood in Burnaby? Incidentally, I anderzstand
that mos€t of the new light rail system will follow the right-of-way af
the ald streestcar system, which the politicians Jdecided must be
eliminated in the nawe aof the Great God Automobile sowmewhere around
1950 .

BHM: The trains don't go anywhere near MNorth Burnaby, where I live about
two miles from Simon Fraser University (30% of that distance is stralght
upl), but 1t does go within about a block of where my parents live. The
ALRT (Automated Light Rapld Transit), which ls scheduled te start next
January--mostly a show-off piece for Expo 86--will run omn the old train
line along Vaness Avenue, but there are also other former streetcar
lines that were ripped up in the 50'"s when our excellent bus system took
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over. As a matter of fact, the busses that replaced the streetcars
lasted until last fall (34 yearsl) and then were used again in the
winter when lt was dlscovered that the new buses had a dangerous
reaction wlith the salt on the streets.

McTawvish comes in...-shookts..... scoresl| |l 3-0 Edmonton.
Lumley....scores, makes it 4-0

FR Ay | 1 Please send me a copy af the flyers, map,
stc., when the Vancoaver light rail vehicles start opesrating. Did you

knos €that Larry Peery and & ather people once played a Diplomacy game onp
the San Diego Tralley aon its way ta Tijuarna? Their ariginal plan was to
carry the board the last 200 yards across the border, te wmake It the
first truly iInternational FTF game. Howsver, apparently there was sowe
difficalty wiéth Customs that day, sa they Jdidn"t go to Mexico. Ma y b
someday you could arrange for a game ta be played betwesn Vancouver and
Bellinghaw, or at least Pt. Roberts.

By the way, your XL#8 is postmarked “Everett, WA” which is a long
way south of the border. ([It's a suburb of Seattle, I bellieve] Didg
someone go all the way to Everett, ar is this juse the PO's asuaal
ineffective way of stamping evrything in oaone area with the same
posteark, 50 you can"t tell where it's really froe? They use tarmss [ ike
“Sauath Suaburban” and “Northerp Va.”™ pow to keep the pail”"s point origim
a secrast.

BM: We didn'"t go to Everett, obviously somebody did, though. FTF
International? Might work, but the weather would reguire that we walt
till next summer--my trip to the Point this time may be through a few
inches of snow.

After the first period it's Edmonton 4, Vancouver 0. I"'m taking a
dinner break.

Well, 1t's now 5-0. On with the letters:

RON ERUKOWSKI: [If the hookers mave Inta your neighbourbood, petition the
city €ta rename your street "Wench Street”.

BM: I doubt you'll have to worry: my neighbourhood 1s halfway down a
great bloody hill, and there are no hotels Iin the viclnlty.

RON (Snafwu’) BROWHN: I agree that it would be weird to have Christmas in
the middle of summer, but don”t you Quys inm BC do that every year?

BM: Ask Nancy; she's from Quebec. I know what she'll say though. Try
to imagine all the times in the Winter that Lt snows In Nepean. How
imagine it's not anow, but pouring, cold rain. Rain has a mean streak
that snow just doesn't have, and we get it Ffrom September thru August.
BRON EROMN (Cont,l: [ won my position at work. I goe 75T or the written
=xawm and my closest competitior got 301. So, they'"ve agreed to wave the
oral examm and of fer »e the position ismediately. That ends all the
uncertainty about sy career sitaation wbhich has haanted Ann and I faor
three years. I' a» pow an official ecivil servarnt in a “permanpsnt”
position. Better yeot, I aw aofficially a "systems analyst”. I always
wondered what those creatares ware., [ stjill don” ¢t knpow. [ still spend
all wmy time writing code using the "trial and error® sethod, though I
get interrapted now and than to reconfiguare a printer ar tape drive. I
guess I must be ope of the last to get into the computer (field with no
training. Basically, a self-—taught hot shot.

Yes I realize gpoua stole the idea Ffor your borders from Spafa’. The
ressan [ had borders was that Ann got Ffed ap with me getiing pages too
wide and made me a master sao I could at Ileast try to stay within the
lines. Howasver, in the past year ["ve had to use three Jifferent mastsr
pages sires (for D-Day as & Tine, frfor Nao [ X P [ ; and now far
D-Day’ as a soubrine.), so [("ve had to learn to stay withip the Iimits
=syen 1f I dJon’t have pre-described lines. 5o, you can thank the fact
that I am a klatz when it comes to layout for that idea.

BH: Durimng that letter, Edmontomn scored agaim: 6-0. Ron, I think fthere
was ample evidence Lln XL's BC (Before Computer) period to prove that I'm
a klutz as well. In fact, without justification I don't know what 1'4
do. Congratulations on reaching the light at the end of your career
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tunnel; I'm surprised that they made you wait that 1long: seems pretty
sadistic to me, but I guess that's the government for you.

The Einal score ln that game was 13-0. Believe it or not. Anyhow, I've |
decided to f£inish off my letter column cancurrent with another Canucks
game, agalnst the Washington Capitals. A atep down in class, perchaps,
but it's still 0-0 after 3/4 of the first period. Continuing with the
letters then, we have the wvalid complaint Erom cur man in Scarborough:
STEPHEN SWIGGER: If I were to tell you that I was a [ot P.O."d wmith you
abaut the length of time it takes to g2t an XL gamestart wHould you be
surprised? Hell SURPRISE’’’ I’®» a lot P.O."747

I wrote you in May indicating I was looking for =y first postal
game (having sean KL listed as having openings in the April Pontevedrial
and youar reply of June [I1th ipdicated or at least implied that [ was in
ine for your next game...

*You're allowed to send in a preference list (...) of countries you
prefar; I praobably won”"t receive it in time, so you’ll have to take your
chances If I start the pext game in XL #5 (due auat this weekend), Daut
mach more likely is that 71l wait another month.”

i*d say that loaks like a pretity firm commitment faor a gamestart by
Ai#s. Woaldn®t yaoa?

In XL#5 J(page 2} you indicate you"ve had "...mapy reguests...to
apen new games(...s5ix sample requests...from D WCO WS toa the
hobbyd...". S50 what do [ see on the back of XL#87 Little old me signed
up faor Elgar and naobody e=lse. I gaess everybody else said to hell with
it and looked =lsewhere for games. Obviously I"wm not the oply on= whio
thinks six months is too long to wait. Adwmit it Bruce, Excelsior Ilooks
nice bat it's hardly a good adwvertisement for new players. r« I were
already a Jedicated Diplomacy player of ¢€the FTF genre and hadn’t
immedialely gotten @ start in the Capadiarn Piplowmat I*d have given ap op
the postal hobby before [ got startsd. I can appreciatse that puatting
out a Dip zine takes a JIat af work and maybe you’re overloaded but you
still owe it to those writing for gawestarts, particalarly novices, to
be up—fFfraont about when they*ll qget them. I'f you"wve got too wany
requests why not say so0 and help thems o=t another start in another rine.
You put a Iot of efforé into detail ing your personal anecdotes and into
trying to generate interest in a host of norp-Diplomacy actiwities in AL
and that’s your prerogative, buat if these wean that the Diplomacy side
aof the rine suffers as a2 resalt thep I think you should pause a moment
and reflect or what you consider to be important. From sy paint of view
you're obviously @ manp of imagination and epnthusiasw, if somewhat
egacentric in your perspective, and someone who could do a lot for the
Hobby at large. VYouwe certainly got enoagh ayes on yoa and XL. So
dan® €t blow It by getiing so wrapped up in the pabbing and the hobnobbing
with the hobby whesls that you forget about the little guays and the
NENCODEr S .

My wife, Kim, thinks this letter is too harsh so let »e =nphasizs |
that it"s pot a "Hey, you're an asshole’” letter, it's a "Hey, I think T
have a legitimite beesef and some comnstructive criticism’/” letter, and I
hope you’*ll treat it as sach.

BM: Of course I will, and I fully appreciate your problam, but Stavs,
what do you want me to do? Certalinly I made an error in believing that
every novice that wrote asking about gamestarts would sign up, and in
telling you that there'd be a start in #6 on that basis, and apologles
are extended for that, but guite frankly, i1f you'd said you wanted a
game goon (and I thought 1t unlikely that you'd get a gquick start heare)
I'd send you to K. I am not going to wuse the zine to appeal to
everybody in the hobby to help me get another game started, all I can deo
1s wait until pecple are ready to play, and suggest other places to go
for informationmn. As for the Dip side of the zine suffering as a result
of the other stuff, explain what you mean by that. Since there is
nothing for me to do as GM in a game which hasn't started, I can't very
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well be deprived of time to do nothing, canmn I? And the games which are
running are getting enough attention from me, I'd say. Forgetting about
the little guys and newcomers? Bull, All six of those samples I sent
out last summer were accompanied by letters suggesting other places to
go, lncluding Supernova. In return I think I got two subs, one game
reguest (yours), and one sub chegue which bounced. With that sort of
response, maybe [ should forget the newcomers. But I won't.

And now for the latest leaders In the -
contest. Alan prefers Adidas to Nikes, Holiday Inn over Ramada, Shell
over EBsso, GM over Ford, and Time over Newawesak. The rresulting scores
are as follows:

Name Score Total Pct.
Ron Krukowski 4=1 14=6 - 700
Nancy Hurrell 4-1 9-8 -.600
Mlke Barno 2-3 9-6 .00
Pete Gaughan 0-0 6-4 -600
Doug Rowling 3-2 3-2 600
Blll Becker 2-3 11-9 . 550
Greg Ellis 2-3 5-5 .500
Wallace MNicoll 4-1 5-5 - 500
Bruce HMH<Intyre 3-2 9-11 . 450

Doug Rowling ls lmneligible, having answered only tem l£ he attempts the
next £ive. Pete Gaughan, Greg Elllis, and Wallace Nicoll must answer
next time to gualify for the flive free issues.

Here are the last five:

21) Mel Brooks or Woody Allen?

22) Jean Chretlen or John Crosble?

23) Budweiser or Miller?

24) Justification by Faith Alone, or Baptismal Regeneratlon?
25) Forsyth, or Arrow?

CHEISTHAS CHEER Part Twelve

LAW OFFICES
Badger, Bender, and Caijolo
303 Knave Street
Denver, Colorado.

December 26, 1985.

Dear Sir:

This is to acknowledge your latast gift of Twelve Fiddlers
Fiddling, which you have seen ElE to inflict on our clilent, Miss
Aberdeen MHolstelin. The destruction, of course, was total. All
correspondance should come to our at“antion. If you should attempt to
reach Miss M“Holsteln at Happy Dale Sanatarium, the attendants have
instructions to shoot you on sight. With this letter please £ind
attached a warrant Eor your arrest.

[No, this is not a MBruce original, but I've ne Ildea who the
author is -- I have a very ragged and yellowlng copy courtesy of a
friend. I hope you'll all appreciate the effort that I had to sxert to
keep from changing the names to reflect the current unfortunate state of
the Hobby. May there be better tiiea in 1955; and Merry Christmas to

you all.] AqE
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| The «<I’'m looking for» ConTtest

Match the letters on the map with the Vancouver landmarks below
correctly and you might just win yourself five free ilssues 1f you beat
averyona slse.
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— oy, 6191 Winch St.
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5 Cantral Park

, Downtown
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Lynn Valley Suspension Bridge
e “Pacific National Exhibition

.Simon Fraser University
Stanley Park
The Hooker Zone
University of B.C.

Vancouver Intermational Alicport

| I ! a3
I "2 1711 1 . = " |
1 P ] P oW | =i = i
E— = ==
d b i = e il i
B L e | T
i 7800 it |
€ |I°8- . & <
£ Lig
ot Bl I | T
1 L ¥ . |
u i = = F
~ 1
]




No. 9

-excelgsior
HOUSEKEEPING

Welcome Ko:

Ken Peel, 8708 First Ave., No. T-2, Silver Spring MD, USA 20910

Marvin & Darlen= Baker, Rt. 3, Box 431, Pell City AL, USA 35125

Luc Dodinval, Parc de Mehagne, Au Passoan 18, B-4600 Chenee, BELGIUM
(Mach die Spahl)

James Early, 23705 Uruguay Dr., Pasadena TX, USA 77504 (The Razor’s Edge)
Malcolm Smith: Bus 26, Astridplein 31-32, Antwerpen 2000, BELGIUM
(Bohemian Rhapsody)

. Al . AT, "
Bill Shirley, Alailn Martlne (Walcome backl), Steva Hutton, and the
newcomers above, of course.

Sub Warnings. : (NONE, Ope, or Two issues left in your sub after this
one.): Over the Christmas holidays I shall be dolng a major overhaul of
my financial records, which are getting a bit out of date. But this |1is
the data I have on expliring subs, bad though it is: Mike Barmo, Bi1ill
Becker, Mark Berch, Kevin Brown, Steve Cooley, OCary Coughlan, Michael J.
Ditz, Steve Dycus, Clagdg Fautrgp, Steve Knight, Travis Laster, Brlan
Lorber, Rob iowes, Sean Mcgonjigle(to 9.5%), Paul Milewski,

Dennis Quine (to 10.5); Cralg Reges, Ted Shannon, Lynn Torkelson.
That's a lot of people, but the vast bulk of your subs went from #2 to
#ll, so this is just advance warning.

- : Bob Acheson; Charles Arssnault,
Kevin Brown, Chrls Carrier, Clavde Gautron, Ron Krukowski, Paul
Milewski, Craig Reges, Bill 8hirley, Alan 8Stewart, Lynn Torkelson,
Pierre Touchette. Want In or out? Just ask! Stand-bys play €£or
free--including their subscription. If you're called here, you will
receive one Eree issue of XL tacked onto your sub for each season you
played, including holdovers, provided you do not drop.

Camestarts:
Piplomacy: ELGAR: Stephen Swigger, Paul Milewskl, Pete Fuchs (who will
sub when I have seven, apparently), 4 wanted.

; : Charles Arsanault, 3-5 wanted, room for any number {if

anough interested.
Superbourse: Anyone can sign up at any time, rules straddled betwixt

XL#6-T.
Internatjopal Trlvia: Rules appeared last time, we have entries f£rom
Bill Becker and Wallace Nicoll. Have another loock, it's so simple to

play, nobody can claim that they haven't got the tln-.
t This gama will not be started until we've seven

different countries represented. The three players who applied for this
and got COPLAND instead (Charles Arsenault--Canada, Ben Schilling--USA,
and Sean McGonigle--New Zealand) have priority unless they want out. We
also have Rosie Roberts entered from West Germany, and Malcolm Smith
from Belgium (soon to be Norway), so there is now only two nesded.

— :None this time. Lucky me. Thanks to those I called
last time for sending orders.
Address Changes:
Charles Arsenault, Vole du Car D'Or 2/102, 1348 Louvain-La-Neuve,

BELGIUM
Scott Hanson/ Frauke Petersen, 3508 4th Ave. 8., HMinneapolis HMNH, USA

55408
Steve Hutton, 1175 Broadview Ave. §711l;, Toronto ON, Canada M4K 239

Steve Knight 2732 Grand Ave S., K302, Minneapolis MN, USA 55057
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